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'eiieral  defcription  of  Paraguay.  It  isfirft  difcovered 
by  the  Spaniards^  who  huild  on  the  river  of  that 
name  the  cities  of  Buenos  Ay  res  and  the  Affumption. 
The  celebrated  Don  Alvarez  Nunez  de  Vera  Cabeca 
de  Vaca  arrives  at  the  latter  in  quality  of  Governor 
and  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Province. 

THE  new  world  had  not'  been  long  dif- 
covered, when  people  began  to  difpute, 
if  Europe  was  Hkely  to  reap,  from 
that  event,  all  the  advantages  that  were  at  firft 
expe6ted.  This  queflion  was  foon  followed  by 
another,  concerning  the  right  of  conquefl,  in  virtue 
of  which,  feveral  Powers  of  Europe  had  taken  upon 
them  to  reduce  and  bring  under  obedience,  nations, 
that,  for  fo  many  ages,  had  either  lived  without 
mafters,  or  under  the  government  of  fovereigns,  the 
validity  of  whofe  title  no  one  contefted.  A  third 
queftion  mufl  naturally  occur  to  thofe,  who  know 
any  thing  of  the  hiftory  of  this  great  hemifphere 
fmce  its  difcovery  ;  and  that  is,  whether,  exclufive 
of  religion,  the  inhabitants  have  been  great  gainers 
or  lofers  by  their  acquaintance  with  us.  I  mufl  not 
Vol.  L  B  pretend 
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pretend  to  decide  on  the  occafion  :  my  chief  view, 
in  writing  this  Hiflory,  is  to  enable  thofe,  that  may 
perufe  it,  to  judge  for  themfelves,  if  the  Europeans 
have  always  treated  the  Americans  in  the  befl  man- 
ner to  make  ufeful  eilablifhments  among  them  ; 
benefit  of  the  treafures  they  fet  fo  little  value  upon  ; 
increafe  their  happinefs,  and  oblige  them  to  blels  the 
day,  that  had  brought  them  acquainted  with  the 
light  of  the  Gofpel. 

I  AM  well  aware  of  the  prejudices  that  fo  general- 
ly prevail,  in  regard  to  the  fubjedl  I  am  about  to 
handle.     I  know  that  miftaken  notions,  concerning 
the  empire  and  riches  of  the  Jefuits  of  Paraguay, 
have   gained   even  upon  thofe,   who  exprefs   the 
greatefl  efleem  for  the  fociety,  fince  fome  perfons 
merely  through  concern  for  its  honour,  have  endea- 
voured to  divert  me  from  this  undertaking.  But  con- 
fidering  the  number  and  authenticity  of  the  proofs 
I  had  to  offer  in  his  vindication,  I  judged  this  pre- 
vention of  it's  friends  was  another  reafon  for  my  not 
going  back  ;  and  I  hope   the  world  will  approve 
my  perfeverance.   What  pleafure,  in  fadt,  mull  not 
a  reader  enjoy,  one,  I  mean,  who  loves  and  fincerely 
defires  to  diicover  truth,  in  feeing  it  burfl  forth 
through  clouds,    with   which  malice  had   endea- 
voured to  involve  it  !    I  am  even  perfuaded,  that 
numbers  will  be  furprized  at  the  fociety's  having  fo 
long  negledled  to  open  the  eyes  of  thofe,  who  can 
have  no  intereft  in  being  miftaken,  concerning  a 
point,  which  is  far  from  being  fo  indifferent  as 
feme  perfons  may  be  apt  to  imagine  ;  and  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  inform  the  publick,  that  I  at  firfl  fet 
about  this  Hiflory,  merely  to  comply  with  the  defires 
of  a  Prince,  *  who  judged  it  requifite  for  the  honour 
of  religion,  of  which  he  has  been,  to  the  hour  of  his 
death,  one  of  the  greatefl  ornaments. 

*  The  late  Duke  of  Orleans,    who  died  the  fourth  of  Fe- 
bruary,  1752. 
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Besides,  this  Hiflory  feemed  to  contain  every 
thing  tliat  can  either  pleafe  or  infhrucl,  by  the  vari- 
ety and  importance  of  it's  materials,  and  efpecially 
the  beauty  and  novelty  of  the  eflablilhments,  that 
form  one  of  it's  principal  objedls.  I  mean  thofe 
Chrifcian  republicks,  of  which  no  models  had  as  yet. 
appeared  in  the  v/orld  ;  republicks,  founded  in  the 
center  of  the  moft  favage  barbarifm,  upon  a  plan 
more  perfedl  than  thofe  imagined  by  Plato,  Bacon^ 
and  the  illullrious  author  of  Telemachus,  and  by 
men,  who  employed  in  founding  them  no  other  ce- 
ment, but  their  fweat  and  their  blood  ;  who,  from 
no  other  motives  but  God's  glory  and  the  welfare  of 
mankind,  and  with  no  other  weapons  but  the  Gof- 
pel,  have  braved  the  fury  of  the  moft  intracflable  fa- 
vages,  whom  the  arms  of  the  Spaniards,  had  only 
ferved  to  irritate  ;  have  thoroughly  civilized  them, 
and  converted  them  into  Chriftians,  whofe  virtues 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  paft  have  been  the 
admiration  of  all  thofe  that  have  taken  the  neareft 
view  of  them  ;  and  v/ho,  in  fine,  become  Apoftles 
almoft  as  foon  as  Chriftians,  make  as  many  fpiritual 
conquefts  as  their  paftors ;  and  when  their  zeal  is 
not  attended  v/ith  fuccefs,  look  upon  martyrdom  as 
an  ample  reward  for  all  their  labours  ;  nor  is  this 
all,  for  thefe  fpiritual  labourers,  zealous  for  the  glo- 
ry of  their  fovereign  and  the  intereft  of  their  coun- 
trymen, have  brought  their  new  converts  to  yield  to 
the  crown  of  Spain,  an  homage,  the  fincerity  of 
which  may  be  fo  much  the  more  depended  upon,  as 
it  was  quite  voluntary,  as  their  loyalty  befides  has 
more  than  once  weathered  with  honour  the  fevereft 
trials  ;  and  as,  by  paying  the  moft  ready  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  their  iivereign,  and  facrificing  to  his 
fervice  their  lives  and  their  properties,  with  unexam- 
pled alacrity,  they  have  given  the  moft  fatisfadlory 
proox^s,  that  in  fo  doing  they  are  perfuaded  they  ferve 
God  himfelf,  and  from  him  alone  expedl  their 
reward. 

B  z  When 
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When  all  thefe  fadls  have  been  well  proved  by 
the  uniform  teflimony  of  perfons,  who  had  the  befl: 
opportunity  of  fifting  into  the  truth  of  them,  and 
the  greatefl  interefl  in  not  fufFering  themfelves  to  be 
impofed  upon,  the  world,  no  doubt,  will  be  greatly 
furprifed  to  find,  that  eflablifhments  fo  glorious  to 
religion,  and  fo  ufeful  to  the  Hate,  have  required 
to  protedl  and  preferve  them,  all  the  authority  the 
kings  of  Spain  could  exert ;  that  even  perfons,  who 
were  bound  by  all  manner  of  ties  to  favour  thefe 
eflablifhments,  have  omitted  nothing  to  difguft  thofe 
who  undertook  to  form  them,  and  make  their  la- 
bours mifcarry  j  and  that  they  have  been  often  ru- 
ined by  men  calling  themfelves  Chriflians,  who, 
through  fordid  and  felf-interefled  views  have 
butchered  or  worried  to  death,  by  the  moft  cruel 
flavery,  upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  Neo- 
ph3^tes.  But  it  was  the  work  of  God,  and  the  fitteft 
to  difplay  his  wifdom  and  his  power.  Thofe,  whom 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  employ  as  his  inftruments,  in 
{o  glorious  an  enterprife,  might  well  expedl  that 
Hell  would  leave  no  flone  unturned  to  make  it  mif- 
carry ;  and  experience  has  but  too  well  proved  the 
juflnefs  of  their  apprehenfions. 

For,  not  to  fpeak  of  the  immenfe  labours  and 
dangers  of  every  kind  inevitably  attending  this 
new  fpecies  of  Apoillefhip,  where  they  had  all  the 
elements  to  contend  with,  and  unhofpitable  countries 
to  run  over,  whofe  inhabitants  far  exceeded  in 
favagenefs  the  wild  beafls  with  which  they  abounded, 
what  pen  can  relate  what  they  had  to  fufFer,  even 
from  the  domeflics  of  that  faith  they  were  labour- 
ing to  propagate  ?  Continually  oppofed,  loaded 
with  calumny  in  every  part  of  the  known  world, 
d  riven  with  violence  and  infamy  from  their  houfes, 
accufed  at  every  tribunal  as  malefadlors  and  traitors  i 
they  have  often  feen  the  mofl  promifmg  fruits  of  all 
their  labours  deilroyed,  but  thefe  difappointments 

and 


OF    PARAGUAY.  5 

and  perfec^tions,  inflead  of  damping  their  courage, 
ferved  rather  to  infpire  them  witii  new  ardour,  and 
increafe  their  conllancy  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  by 
means  of  it,  they  have  at  lafl  overcome  all  the  obfla- 
cles  that  vi^ere  thrown  in  their  way.  But  before  I 
enter  upon  the  relation  of  fo  many  various  and  un- 
expedled  events,  it  is  proper  I  fliould  give  a  gene- 
ral idea  of  the  country,  that  has  been  the  fcene  of 
them,  and  which,  though  fo  much  the  fubjedt  of 
converfation,  very  few  perfons  are  acquainted  with. 
I  fliall  be  more  particular  in  my  defcriptions  and  ob- 
fervations  as  occafion  offers. 

THE  word  Paraguay  is  the  name  of  a 
river,  which  ifTues  from  the  lake  of  the  Xarayes,  in 
about  iixteen  degrees  thirteen  minutes  of  fouth  lati- 
tude, and  twenty-three  degrees  of  longitude,  rec- 
koning, as  the  Spaniards  do,  from  the  Azore  iflands, 
and  after  running  a  good  way  to^  the  fouth  weft, 
turns  to  the  fouth.  This  word  fignifies,  in  the 
language  of  fome  of  the  neighbouring  nations, 
Crowned  River,  as  if  the  lake  from  which  it  fprings, 
formed  a  crown  about  it's  head.  Don  Martin  del 
Barco,  Archdeacon  of  Buenos  Ayres,  in  a  Spanifh 
hiflorical  poem,  entitled  Argentina,  pretends  that 
the  lake  of  the  Xarayes  is  by  no  means  the  fource  of 
the  Paraguay,  which  he  fays  fome  Perfons,  after 
crofling  this  lake,  had  afcended  a  great  deal  higher, 
without  finding  its  origin.  He  adds,  that  fome  af- 
firm it  flows  from  the  lake  Parime,  in  the  province 
del  Dorado,  whofe  exiftence  a  modern  author  *  does 
not  deem  as  fabulous,  as  it  is  generally  believed  to 
be ;  and  this  opinion  perhaps  may  be  iupported  by 
a  fadt,  which  another  author  relates  f,  though  with- 
out taking  upon  him  to  anfwer  for  the  certainty  of  it. 

*  Father  Jofeph  Gumilla,  in  his  Orenoco  illuftrated :  or, 
Natural,  Civil,  and  Geographical  Hiftory  of  that  River,  &c. 

t  Father  Peter  Locano,  in  his  Chorographical  Defcription 
of  Great  Chaco. 

B  3  A  Spaniard, 
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A  Spaniard,  fays  he,  called  John  Garcia, 
native  of  the  city  of  the  AiTumption,  capital  of  the 
province  of  Paraguay,  after  many  years  flavery 
among  the  Indians,  called  Payaguas,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  recover  his  liberty,  towards  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  century  *  ;  and  on  his  return  home  re- 
lated, that  in  a  journey  he  had  made  with  ihefe 
Indians,  they  arrived,  after  remounting  the  Para- 
guay and  traverfmg  the  lake  of  Xarayes,  at  the 
mouth  of  a  river,  that  falls  into  this  lake ;  and  that 
after  afcending  this  lafl  river  for  fome  days,  they 
arrived  cppofite  to  a  mountain  under  v/hich  it  runs  ; 
that  the  Payaguas,  before  they  ventured  into  this  dark 
channel,  light  up  flambeaux,  of  a  kind  of  rofm,  to 
prevent  their  being  molefted  by  bats  of  an  enormious 
iize,  which  they  call  Andiras,  and  which  fail  upon 
paflengers,  who  negle6l  to  take  this  precaution 
againfl  them  ^  tljat  after  pufhing  through  the  moun- 
tain, v/hich  coil  them  two  days,  they  continued 
their  journey  for  fome  time  longer  up  the  river, 'till 
they  at  lafl  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  another  lake, 
whofe  oppofite  banks  they  could  not  difcover  ;  and 
then  returned  the  fame  way  they  had  advanced. 

Wh  a  t  e  v  e  r  credit  this  relation  may  deferve,  the 
Paraguay,  after  receiving  many  fmalier  rivers,  though 
fome  in  themfeh/es  pretty  confiderable,  between  it's 
iiTue  from  the  lake  of  the  Xarayes  and  the  twenty- 
feventh  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  is  there  joined  by 
another,  called  Parana,whichfignifies  Sea,  on  account 
of  it's  breadth.  This  river,  after  running  a  great 
way  in  a  diredlion  nearly  parallel  to  that  of  the 
Paraguay,  takes  a  turn,  and  falls  into  it  by  a  north- 
eaft  courfe.  The  Paraguay,  deeper  and  narrower 
after  this  acceffion,  flows  directly  fouthwards  to  the 
latitude  of  thirty-four  degrees,  where  it  is  reinforced 
by  another  great  river,  called  the  Uruguay,  that 
flows  into  it  from  the  north-eaft  ;  it  then  runs  eaft 

north- 

*  The  eighteenth. 
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north-eafl  to  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  where 
it  falls  into  the  fea  by  the  name  of  Rio  de  la  Plata. 
This  name  even  is  very  often  given  to  the  Paraguay, 
from  theParana'sjundion  with  it  quite  down  to  it's 
mouth  ;  nor  had  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Paraguay, 
any  other  name,  as  long  as  all  the  country,  through 
which  it  runs,  made  but  one  province.  But  if 
merely  by  the  force  of  cuflom,  for  which  it  is  often 
very  difficult  to  account,  the  Paraguay  has  loll,  not 
only  it's  own  name,  in  confequence  of  it's  waters 
mixing  with  thofe  of  the  Parana,  but  even  that  of 
Silver  River,  by  which  it  was  known  above  this 
jundlion,  thi-ough  a  miflake  I  fhall  prefently  take 
notice  of,  it  has  been  amply  indemnified  by  another 
cuflom,  equally  unaccountable,  of  comprehending, 
under  the  name  of  Paraguay,  that  immenfe  tract 
of  land,  which  has  no  bounds  but  the  lake  of  the 
Xarayes,  the  province  of  San6la  Cruz  della  Sierra, 
and  that  of  Charcas,  where  even  the  Jefuits  of  Para- 
guay have  a  college  and  a  great  miflion,  *  to  the 
north  ;  the  flreights  of  Magellan  to  the  fouth  ; 
Brazil  to  the  eaft ;  Chili  and  Peru  to  the  weft. 

This  vaft  country,  befides  Chaco,  which  is  as 
it  were  the  center  of  it,  though  not  as  yet  reduced, 
contains  the  lake  of  the  Xarayes,  the  provinces  of 
Santa  Cruz  and  las  Charcas,  with  Tucuman  to  the 
weft  ;  all  the  courfe  of  the  Parana  and  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata  to  the  eaft  ;  and  to  the  fouth  all  the  reft  of  the 
continent  as  far  as  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  where 
the  Jefuits  have  of  late  begun  to  found  fome  millions. 
It  is  pretty  evident,  that  in  fo  great  an  extent  of 
land,  watered  by  an  infinite  number  of  rivers, 
covered  with  immenfe  forefts,  interfered  by  long 
chains  of  mountains,  moft  of  them  very  high,  and 
fome  even  reaching  to  the  clouds  ;  where  all  the 
low-lands  are  fubjed   to  inundations,    for  extent 

B  4  and 

*  The  college  of  Tarija,  in  the  province  of  las  Charcas,  and 
the  miflions  of  the  Chiquites  in  that  df  Santa  Cruzde  la  Sierra 
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and  duration  fuperior  to  thofe  of  any  other  country 
we  are  acquainted  with  -,  where  there  are  every 
where  great  numbers  of  lakes  and  marfhes,  whofe 
putrefied  waters  cannot  but  greatly  infe6l  the  air  ; 
where  the  lands,  in  fine,  that  have  been  cleared 
and  cultivated,  are  nothing  in  comparifon  to  thofe, 
that  flill  remain  in  a  fliate  of  nature ;  it  is  pretty 
evident,  I  fay,  that  in  fach  a  vaft  country,  there  mufl 
be  a  great  variety  in  the  temperature  of  it's  air, 
as  well  as  in  the  manners  and  character  of  its 
inhabitants. 

To  SPEAK  in  general  of  the  people,  we  may 
affirm  that  they  are  more  or  lefs  of  an  olive  com- 
plexion ;  that  they  are  commonly  rather  below  than 
above  the  middling  flature,  though  it  is  no  uncom- 
mon thing  to  find  among  them,  perfonsof  the  higheft ; 
thatmofl  of  them  are  pretty  thick  legged  and  jointed, 
and  round  and  fomewhat  fiat  faced  ;  that  almofh  ail 
the  men,  and  even  the  children,  efpecially  in  the 
warmer  climates,  go  quite  naked  ;  and  the  women 
wear  no  more  covering,  than  the  moft  relaxed  mo- 
defty  feems  abfolutely  to  require ;  that  thofe  of  every 
nation  have  their  own  particular  manner  of  adoring 
or  rather  disfiguring  themfelves,  fometimes  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  make  the  mofl  hideous  appearance ;  that 
there  are  fome  however,  who  occafionally  wear  caps 
and  other  ornaments  made  of  the  moft  beautiful  fea- 
thers ;  that  almoft  all  of  them  are  naturally  dull,  cruel, 
and  inconftant ;  treacherous,  and  excellively  voraci- 
ous, and  cannibals,  given  to  drunkennefs,  void  of  fore- 
fight  or  precaution,  even  in  the  moft  indifpenfible 
concerns  of  life,  lazy  and  indolent  beyond  the  power 
of  exprelTion ;  that  except  a  few,  whom  the  love  of 
plunder  or  revenge  has  rendered  furious  rather  than 
brave,  moft  of  them  are  arrant  cowards,  and  that 
thofe,  who  have  preferved  their  liberty,  are  entirely 
indebted  for  it  to  the  fituation  of  the  inaccefTible 
places,  where  they  have  taken  refuge. 

The 
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The  firfl  Spaniards  who* entered  Paraguay,  made 
not  the  leafl  doubt  of  their  finding  great  treafures  in 
it.     They  thought  it  impoilible,  tiiat  a  country  fo 
near  Peru  fhould  not  contain  a  great  many  mines 
of  gold  and  filver  ;  and   though  it   v/as  not  long 
before  the  miftake,  upon  which  this  fah'e  notion  was 
founded,  and  of  which  I  fhall  fpeak  hereafter,  came 
to  bedifcovered,  the  world,  for  more  than  a  century, 
continued  to  fpeak  of  Paraguay,  as  a  country  aboun- 
ding in  mines.     This  we  may  infer  from  the  title 
of  Argentina,  which  Don  Martin  del  Barco  gave  his 
poem,    as  if  the  whole  country  was  but  one  great 
mine  of  filver.     But  I  fhall  here  infert  what  Don 
Pedro  Efhevan  Davilla,  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
wrote  to  his  Catholic  majefly  concerning  it  in  1637*. 
The  fanguine  hopes   which  people  entertain  of 
being  able  to  make  great  fortunes  in  thefe  pro- 
vinces t,  are  particularly  founded  upon  the  belief 
of  their  containing  metals  and  other  precious  arti- 
cles. Of  this  I  have  already  fent  your  majelly  the 
mofl  ample  informations,  with  a  lift  of  fome  authen- 
tic papers  concerning  them  ;  and  I  knov/  for  cer- 
tain, that  thefe  papers  have  been  depofited  among 
the  archives  of  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies. 
People  had  fomeconfufed  notions  of  thefe  treafures, 
fo  early  as  the  government  of  Don  Ruiz  Diaz  Mel- 
garejo,  who  founded  the  city  of  Villarica;  but  after 
many  endeavours  to  obtain  a  more  diftindl  account 
"  of  them,  it  appeared  that  what  had  already  been  re- 
"  lated  of  them,  was  too  uncertain  to  be  depended 
"  upon.  The  iaft  perfon  who  undertook  to  difcover 
''  the  mines,  was  Manuel  de  Frias,  fon-in-law  of  Don 
"  Ruiz,  and  firft  governor  of  Paraguay,  when  this 
"  country  was  divided  into  tv/o  governments.    He 

"  fo 

*  Father  Anthony  Ruiz  de  Montoya,  in  his  Spiritual  Con- 
<queft,  &c.  fol.  48. 

t  The  province  of  Guayra  was  that  which  they  chiefly 
had  their  eye  to. 
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"  fo  little  doubted  of  fuccefs,  that  he  entered  into 
*'  an  agreement  with  your  majeflyon  the  occafion  ; 
*'  and  1  have  been  informed  by  perfons  of  credit, 
"  that  he  did  every  thing  that  lay  in  his  power  to 
fulfil  his  engagements  ;  but  that  all  his  refearches 
proved  fruitlels.  I  have  already  fent  yourmajelly 
all  the  written  informations  concerning  his  enqui- 
*'  ries,  and  I  know  for  certain  they  are  to  be 
*'  found  among  the  archives  of  the  royal  coun- 
"  cil  of  the  Indies.  I  have  two  reafons  for  believing 
"  that  thefe  papers  defer  ve  no  credit.  In  the  fir  ft 
"  place,  the  governors  I  have  mentioned  omitted 
^'  nothing  to  difcover  thefe  mines  ;  fecondly,  all  the 
witnelles  that  had  affirmed  upon  oath  the  credibili- 
ty of  their  exiftence,  were  perfons  prejudiced  a- 
gainft  the  company  of  Jefus,  aixi  befides,  wanted 
"  the  necefTary  qualifications  to  draw  up  informati- 
"  ons,  fit  to  be  laid  before  your  majefty." 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  people  for  a  long  time 
thought  they  could  difcern  fome  indication  of  gold 
mines,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  town  which  the 
Spaniards  built  under  the  name  of  Xeres,  pretty  near 
the  Paraguay,  on  the  road  from  thence  to  Brazil,  and 
the  Portuguefe  afterwards  deftroyed ;  but  thefe  delu- 
five  appearances  vanifhed  at  laft,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Xeres  were  always  wretchedly  poor.  This  was 
likewife  the  cafe  wi til  thofeof  Villarica,  whofe  founders 
were  too  hafty  in  decorating  it  with  fo  ppmpousatitle; 
and  whofe  inhabitants,  continually  annoyed  by  the 
Portuguefe,  found  themfelves  at  laft  under  a  necefli- 
ty  of  removing  nearer  to  the  Paraguay,  where  they 
built  a  nev/  town  under  the  farne  name  with  that 
they  had  defer  ted,  and  with  as  little  reafon  *.  It  has 
however  thriven  the  better  for  it's  inhabitants  not 
d -spending  any  longer  on  imaginary  mines,  which 
hindered  them  from  taking  for  their  fubfiftence  furer 
and  more  confiftent  meafures. 

■*  It  is  now  commonly  called  la  Villa. 

Pearls 
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pE  A  R  L  s  were  found  for  fome  time  in  a  little  lake 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fpot,  where  the  city  of 
Santa-Fe  originally  ftood  ;  and  the  author  of  the 
Argentina  fpeaks  of  them  with  his  ufuai  emphafis  ; 
in  Ipite  of  which,  however,  they  were  foon  forgot. 
At  laft,  a  Spaniard,  who  had  been  taken  in  his 
infancy  by  the  Abipones,  obferving  on  his  return 
home,  that  the  women  were  very  fond  of  fuch  things, 
related  that  the  Indians,  among  whom  he  had  lived, 
very  often  found  them  in  their  nets,  when  fifhing 
in  the  above  lake,  but  threw  them  back  into 
the  water  as  things  of  no  value  ;  and  upon  this, 
proper  perfons  were  difpatched  to  examine,  on 
the  fpot,  the  truth  of  his  report,  which  they  found 
to  be  exa6l.  It  is  very  probable  however,  that  either 
the  fifhery  was  not  abundant,  or  the  pearls  not  clear 
enough  to  quit  coft ;  for  I  could  never  difcover  that 
they  made  any  part  of  the  commerce  of  Baenos 
Ayres,  or  enriched  the  inhabitants  of  Santa-Fe. 

I  HAVE  feen  a  manufcript,  that  I  think  may  be 
depended  upon,  which  affirms  that  in  the  city  of 
the  AiTumption,  capital  of  the  province  of  Paraguay, 
the  ladies  adorn  themfelves  with  jewels,  which  are 
pretty  common  in  that  country.  But  the  author 
does  not  inform  us,  what  kind  of  jewels  they  are  *  ; 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  any  more  con- 
cerning them  in  any  other  writer.  Father  Anthony 
Sepp,  a  German  jefuit,  who  fpent  many  years  in  the 
millions  of  Paraguay,  and  has  left  us  fome  letters  in 
his  native  tongue,  that  have  been  fmce  tranflated  into 
Latin,  made  likewife  a  difcovery,  which,  if  what  he 
found  had  been  more  common,  might  have  been  very 
ufeful  in  this  part  of  America.  Happening  one  day 
to  take  notice  of  a  very  hard  flone,  which  the  Indians 
call  Itacana,  becaufe  it  is  full  of  little  black  fpots  ; 

he 

*  Joyas,  que  no  ay  poco  en  el  Paraguay,  y  las  mugeres  fe 
hazen  y  adornan,  como  en  otra  qualquies  Ciudad. 
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he  found,  on  throwing  it  into  a  very  fierce  fire,  that 
thefe  fpots  were  very  good  iron  ;  but  thefe  ftones 
are  very  fcarce.  Mines  of  this  ufeful  metal  have 
been  difcovered  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  but  fo 
poor,  that  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  procure 
from  other  places  almofl  all  the  iron  they  make 
ufe  of 

In  the  vaft  plains,  which  extend  from  Buenos 
Ay  res  to  Chili,  and  a  great  way  to  the  fouth,  fome 
horfes  and  horned  cattle,  that  the  Spaniards  left  be- 
hind them  in  the  fields,  on  their  evacuating  that 
town  a  little  after  it's  foundation,  multiplied  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that,  fo  early  as  the  year  1628,  a  very 
good  horfe  might  be  purchafed  for  two  needles,  and 
an  ox  in  proportion.  Now  indeed,  thefe  creatures 
are  only  to  be  found  in  pretty  diflant  places.  It  is 
however  but  thirty  years  ago,  that  no  Ihip  left  Bue- 
nos Ayres  without  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  ox  hides, 
and  that  number  is  not  to  be  obtained  without  killing 
at  leafl  eighty  thoufand  beafls,  as  no  fkins,  but  fuch 
as  are  ftatutable,  or  the  fkins  of  bulls,  and  of  a 
certain  meafure,  are  allowable  in  trade.  There  are 
befides  huntfmen,  who,  of  all  the  oxen  they  kill, 
carry  off  nothing  but  the  tongues  and  the  tallow, 
v/hich  in  this  country  ferves  for  butter,  lard,  and 
oil. 

But  this,  after  all,  is  not  fufficient  to  give  a 
jufh  idea  of  the  multiplication  of  thefe  ufeful  animals 
in  Paraguay  ;  for  the  dogs,  of  which  great  numbers 
are  likewife  turned  wild,  the  tygers  and  the  lions, 
deflroy  more  of  them  than  can  be  well  imagined. 
It  is  even  faid,  that  the  lions  don't  wait  as  the  tygers 
do  'till  hunger  pinches  them,  to  hunt  down  the 
oxen,  but  often  attack  them  merely  for  the  fake  of 
diverfion  ;  and  that  they  have  been  ken  to  kill  ten 
or  twelve  at  a  time,  and  touch  but  one.  The  dogs 
however  are  the  greateft  enemies  of  thefe  animals. 
It  is  now  more  than  twenty  years,  fmce  the  price  of 

tallow 
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tallow  and  hides  rofe  feventy  per  cent,  at  Buenos 
Ayres;  and  if  ever  this  wild  breed  of  horned  cattle 
becomes  extin^l  in  the  country,  it  muft  chiefly  be 
attributed  to  the  conflant  war  the  dogs  make  upon 
them,  and  which  they  will  as  certainly  continue 
againfl  the  inhabitants,  when  they  can  find  no  more 
beafts  to  prey  upon.  But  what  is  moll  furprizing, 
there  is  no  opening  the  eyes  of  the  common  people 
of  Buenos  Ayres  on  this  occafion  ;  for  a  governor  of 
the  province  having  once  fent  fome  foldiers  on  an 
expedition  againfl  thefe  troublefome  animals,  the 
poor  men  met  with  no  other  welcome  at  their  re- 
turn but  fhouts  of  derifion  and  contempt,  joined 
to  the  title  of  dog-killers,  for  which  reafon  not  one 
of  them  could  ever  fince  be  prevailed  upon  to  go 
upon  the  fame  errand. 

The  manner  in  which  they  hunt  the  horned 
cattle,  and  for  which  they  have  no  other  name  but 
that  of  Matanca,  or  Butchery,  is  pretty  fmgular. 
A  number  of  huntfmen  gather  together,  and  repair 
on  horfeback  to  fome  great  plain,  entirely  covered 
with  thefe  animals.  They  then  feparate,  and  with 
a  kind  of  hatchet,  whofe  edge  refembles  a  crefcent, 
lay  about  them  with  all  their  might,  aiming  at  the 
hind  legs  of  the  animals  in  order  to  hamflring  them  : 
for  this  once  efFedled,  the  animal  falls  to  the  ground 
without  being  able  to  rife  again,  fo  that  the  huntfmen 
may  continue  their  game,  'till  of  many  hundreds 
they  have  not  left  a  fmgle  beafh  {landing ;  and  fome 
people  pretend,  that  a  good  hand  will  in  this  manner 
difable  eight  hundred  oxen  in  an  hour ;  but  this 
account  appears  rather  exaggerated.  In  the  con- 
fler nation,  which  at  firfh  feizes  thefe  animals,  they 
crowd  together  in  fuch  confufion  as  to  impede  each 
other's  flight,  and  thereby  afford  the  huntfmen  an 
opportunity  of  taking  from  time  to  time  a  little  reil 
and  refrelhment.  At  lafl,  after  fome  days  fpent  in 
this  violent  exercife,  they  return  the  fame  way  they 

came. 
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came,  find  their  oxen  v/here  they  left  them,  difpatch 
them  at  their  leifure,  and  carry  off  as  much  of  them 
as  they  can. 

We  may  well  imagine,  that  the  great  number  of 
carcalTes  thefe  huntfmen  leave  behind  them,  would, 
if  permitted  to  rot,  caufe  an  infedion  in  the  air, 
which  might  be  attended  with  very  difagreeable 
confequences  ;  but  clouds  of  Vultures,  *  as  large 
as  eagles,  and  other  birds  of  prey,  foon  fall  upon 
them,  fo  that  in  a  few  days  nothing  remains  but 
the  bare  bones.  The  horfes  are  taken  with  noofes, 
and  as  they  are  born  and  bred  wild,  and  of  Spanifh 
origin,  are  very  handfome  and  fwift- footed.  The 
Indians,  however,  who  are  alfo  very  nimble,  con- 
trive to  turn  them  towards  places  where  they  know 
they  muil  meet  with  obftacles  to  ftop  their  flight ; 
and  as  fbon  as  they  get  within  reach  of  them,  cafl 
noofes  about  their  legs,  leap  upon  them  without  any 
further  ceremony,  and  have  foon  tamed  them. 
There  are  a  great  many  mules  in  Paraguay,  and  they 
mufb  be  very  ufeful  in  a  country  where  there  are 
few  beaten  roads,  a  great  deal  of  up-and-down  hill, 
and  here  and  there  a  great  many  bad  fleps. 

But  the  greateft  riches  of  both  the  Spaniards  and 
the  Indians  of  this  province,  thofe  Indians  efpe- 
cially  whom  the  jefuits  have  formed  into  towns  or 
villages,  formerly  confilled,  and  in  regard  to  many 
of  them  flill  confift,  in  the  Herb  of  Paraguay.  It 
is  faid,  that  the  fale  of  this  vegetable  was  at  firfl  fo 
confiderable,  and  enriched  fo  many  perfons,  that 
thofe,  who  before  were  reduced  to  the  bare  necef- 
iaries  of  life,  foon  faw  themfelves  in  polTeflion  of 
ample  fortunes.  But  as  luxury,  like  fire,  is  always 
upon  the  increafe,  and  not  to  be  flopt  as  long  as 
it  finds  materials  to  feed  upon,  the  Spaniards,  to 
fupport  it,  v/ere  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 

Indians, 

*  The  people  of  the  country  call  them  Gondors, 
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Indians  who  had  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  them, 
or  had  been  reduced  by  the  lliperior  force  of  arms  v 
at  firft  they  made  fervants  of  them,  but  foon  after 
began  to  confider  them  as  Haves.  And  as  they  had 
no  mercy  for  thefe  unhappy  creatures,  many  of  them 
perifhed  under  a  fpecies  of  drudgery  they  were  not 
accullomed  to,  and  the  bad  ufage  with  which  their 
cruel  tatk-mafters  punifhed  their  wafbe  of  ftrength, 
rather  than  their  want  of  will ;  others  made  their 
efcape,  and  became  moft  irreconcileable  enemies 
to  the  Spaniards,  many  of  whom  by  this  means  funk 
back  into  their  former  indigence,  without  learning 
thereby  to  become  more  laborious.  Luxury  had 
multiplied  their  wants,  fo  that  the  herb  of  Paraguay 
alone  was  no  longer  fufficient  to  content  them,  as  it 
formerly  ufed  to  do ;  and  though  it  were,  many 
were  too  poor  to  purchafe  any,  as  the  extraordinary 
confumption  of  it  had  confiderably  enhanced  it's 
value. 

This  herb,  fo  famous  in  South-America  and 
Spain,  is  but  very  little  known  in  France.  Though 
called  an  herb,  it  is  the  leaf  of  a  tree  of  the  fize  of 
a  middling  apple-tree.  In  tafte  it  greatly  refembles 
that  of  mallows,  and  in  figure,  when  full  grown, 
that  of  the  orange-tree.  It  has  iikewife  fome  re- 
femblance  to  the  Coca  of  Peru,  but  is  more  efteemed, 
even  in  Peru,  where  it  is  fent  in  great  quantities, 
efpecially  into  the  mountains,  and  wherever  there 
is  any  mining  going  forward,  the  Peruvian  Spa- 
niards finding  it  the  more  neceflary,  as  the  ufe  of 
wine  in  their  country  is  attended  with  very  bad  con- 
fequences.  It  is  fent  there  well  dried,  and  in  a  manner 
icduced  to  powder  ;  but  in  preparing  it,  they  don't 
permit  it  to  remain  long  in  the  water,  as  it  would 
then  give  an  infufion  as  black  as  ink.  They  difhin- 
guifh  two  fpecies  of  it,  though  both  are  but  one  and 
the  fame  leaf.  The  firfl  is  called  Caa,  or  Caami- 
?ii ;  and  the  fecond  Caacuys,  or  Yerva  de  Palos  ;  but 

Father 
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Father  del  Tecio  pretends,  that  its  generlcal  name 
is  Caa,  and  diftinguillie^  three  different  fpecies  of 
it,  under  the  names  of  Caacuys,  Caamini,  and 
Caaguazu.  ^mj^.£> 

According  to  this  author,  who  Ipent  great  part 
of  his  life  in  Paraguay,  the  Caacuys  is  the  firft  bud 
that  has  fcarce  begun  to  open  it's  leaves  ;  the  Caa- 
mini  is  the  full-grown  leaf,  flript  of  it's  ribs  before 
roafling ;  and  the  Caaguazu,  or  Palos,  that  roafled 
without  any  fuch  preparation.  The  roafled  leaves 
are  kept  in  holes  made  under-ground,  and  lined 
v/ith  cow-fkins.  The  Caacuys  will  not  bear  tranf- 
portation,  nor  does  it  keep  as  long  as  the  two  other 
kinds,  which  are  fent  in  great  quantities  to  Tucuman, 
Peru,  and  Spain.  It  is  even  certain,  that  this  herb 
has  on  the  ipot  where  it  grows,  a  bitternefs,  that 
confiderably  increafes  both  it's  price  and  it's  virtues, 
and  is  not  to  be  perceived  any  where  elfe.  To 
prepare  the  Caacuys,  they  throw  into  boiling  water 
the  leaf  pulverized  and  afterwards  reduced  into 
a  palle.  As  faft  as  this  pafle  diffolves,  whatever 
earth  might  have  remained  in  it,  flies  to  the  top  of 
the  water,  and  is  ikimmed  off.  The  water  fs  then 
flrained  through  a  cloth,  and  after  being  left  to 
fettle  a  little,  is  fucked  up  through  a  pipe.  They 
very  feldom  put  any  fugar  into  it,  but  only  a  little 
lemon  juice,  or  certain  very  fweet  fcented  paftils. 
When  taken  by  way  of  vomit,  it  is  made  weaker, 
and  permitted  to  grow  luke-warm. 

The  chief  manufacture  of  this  herb  is  at  la  Villa, 
or  the  New  Villarica,  which  lies  near  the  mountains 
of  Maracayu,  fituated  to  the  eafl  of  the  Paraguay  in 
about  twenty-five  degrees  twenty-five  minutes  fouth 
latitude,  this  being  the  diflri(!:l:  of  the  whole 
country,  in  which  the  Caa-tree  thrives  befl ;  but  it 
does  not  grow  on  the  mountains,  but  in  the  marfhy 
bottoms  between  them.  They  fometimes  fend  to 
Peru  alone,  nolefs  than  one  hundred  thoufand  arobes, 
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eacfi  of  twenty-five  pounds^of  fixtecn  ounces,*  and 
the  arrobe  is  worth  feven  crowns  of  our  money,  f 
The  Caacuys,  however,  has  no  fixed  price,  and  the 
Caamini^  fells  for  twice  as  much  as  the  Palos.  The 
Indians  eflablifhed  in  the  diftridls  of  Uruguay  and 
Parana,  under  the  condudl  of  the  Jefuits,  have  plant- 
ed fome  feeds  of  this  tree,  which  they  brought  with 
them  from  Maracayu,  and  the  trees  produced  from 
thefe  feeds  have  very  little,  if  at  all,  degenerated. 
But  the  new  Chrifl:ians  make  none  of  the  firll  kind, 
keep  the  Caamini  for  their  own  ufe,  and  fell  the 
Palos  to  pay  their  tribute,  and  purchafe  other  com- 
modities they  ftand  in  need  of.  The  Caa  feeds  re- 
femble  thofe  of  the  ivy. 

The  Spaniards  pretend,  that  they  pofTefs  in  this 
herb  a  remedy  or  a  prefervative  againfh  all  their 
diforders.  We  cannot,  indeed,  refufe  it  the  ho- 
nour of  being  very  opening  and  diuretic.  It  is  faid, 
that  fome  perfons  having  at  firfh  taken  it  to  excefs, 
it  entirely  deprived  them  of  the  ufe  of  their  fenfes 
for  feveral  days  -,  but  what  is  mofl  furprizing  in  this 
herb  is,  that  it  often  produces  quite  contrary  efFe6ls ; 
as  that,  for  example,  of  purging  and  nourifhing,  of 
giving  fleep  to  the  refllefs,  and  fpirits  to  the  drowzy. 
Thofe,  who  have  once  contracted  the  habit  of  ta- 
king this  herb,  find  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  leave 
it  off,  or  even  ufe  it  but  moderately,  though,  when 
taken  to  excefs,  it  not  only  brings  on  drunkennefs, 
but  mofl  of  thofe  diforders,  with  which  the  two  free 
ufe  of  the  flrongeft  liquors  is  attended. 

Almost  every  foreft  of  this  country  abounds 
with  bees,  which  make  their  hives  in  the  hollows 
of  trees.  There  are  here  ten  different  fpecies  of 
thefe  ufeful  infeds.  That  moft  efheemed  for  the 
whitenefs  of  its  wax,  and  the  delicacy  of  its  honey, 

Vol.  I.  C      '  is 

*  The  arrobe  is  equal  to  28  pounds  Avoirdupois. 
f  The  French  crown  is  worth  4^.  6^.  fterh'ng. 
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is  called  Opemus,  but  i;  is  very  fcarce.  The  Cot- 
ton* iree  is  a  native  of  \hr  country,  and  gro\^<^R 
thickets,  like  what  I  law  in^Louifiana.  It  bears  the 
very  firfl  year,  but  muft  be  pruned  like  t*ie  vine. 
It  flowers  in  December  and  Januai  y,*  and  its  flower, 
which  relenibles  the  yellow  tuiip,  fades  and  v/ithers 
away  three  days  after  blowing.  The  pod  contained 
in  the  flower  is  quite  ripe  in  February,  and  yields  a 
wool,  which  is  not  only  very  white,  but  very  good  in 
every  other  refped.  The  Indians  I  fpoke  of,  began 
to  fow  hemp-feed ;  but  having  found  it  a  troublefome 
tafiv  to  prepare  it  for  fpinnmg,  mofb  o[  them  aban- 
doned the  enterprize.  The  Spaniards  have,  on  this 
occafion,  'fhewed  more  conflancy  than  the  Indians, 
and  make  ufe  of  hem.p  in  pretty  large  quantities. 

Besides  maiz,  manioc,  and  potatoes,  which 
thrive  very  well  in  feveral  places,  and  in  which  the 
food  of  thofe  Indians,  who  cultivated  the  earth, 
chiefly  confifl:ed,  there  are  in  this  country  many 
fruits  and  flmples,  not  known  in  Europe  :  I  fhall 
name  and  defcribe  fome  of  them,  as  occaflon  offers. 
There  are  fome  fruits  in  particular,  of  which  the 
Spaniards  make  excellent  fweet-meats.  Some  have 
planted  vines  here,  which  don't  thrive  equally  in  eve- 
ry difl:rid ;  but  a  great  deal  of  wine  is  made  at  Ri- 
oja  and  Corduba,  two  towns  of  Tucuman.  That  of 
Corduba  is  greafy,  flrong  and  heady.  That  of  Rioja 
has  none  of  thefe  faults  ;  but  at  Mendoza,  a  town  in 
the  government  of  Chili,  and  fltuated  in  the  Cordil- 
liera,  at  about  twenty-five  leagues  from  Corduba, 
they  make  a  wine  very  little  inferior  to  that  of 
Spain.  Wheat  has  been  fown  in  fome  places ;  but 
it  is  feldom  made  ufe  of  but  for  cakes  and  other 
things  of  that  kind.  ThL  re  are  every-where  veno- 
mous herbs,  with  which  fome  Indians  poifon  their  ar- 
rows ; 

*  It  is  proper  the  reader  fliould  attend  to  the  great  differ- 
ence between  the  feafons  in  Paraguay  and  Europe,  occafion- 
cd  by  their  lying  at  different  fides  of  the  Equinodial  Line, 
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ro\^s  ;  but  the  antidotes  are  equally  common  ;  and 
aropng  others  the  herb  caWtd  fparrow's-berb^  which 
forms  pretty  large  bullies,  and  was  difcovered  and 
obtained  its  name,  in  the  following  manner. 

Among  the  different  kinds  of  fparrows  found  in 
thele  provinces,  moft  of  which  are  of  thefize  of  our 
black-  birds,  there  is  a  very  pretty  one,  called  ma- 
cagiia.  This  little  creature  is  very  fond  of  the  fleOi 
of  vipers,  againft  whom,  for  this  reafon,  he  wages 
a  continual  war.  As  foon  therefore  as  he  fpies  one 
of  thefe  reptiles,  he  whips  his  head  under  his  wing, 
and  gathers  himfelf  up  into  a  round  ball,  without 
the  leafl  appearance  of  life  or  motion  ;  he  does  not 
however  cover  his  eyes  fo  entirely,  but  what  he  may 
peep  thro'  the  feathers  of  his  wing,  and  obferve  the 
motions  of  his  game,  which  he  fuffers  to  approach 
without  ftirring,  'till  he  finds  it  near  enough  to  re- 
ceive a  ftroke  of  his  bill,  which  he  then  fuddeniy 
difcharges  at  it;  The  viper  immediately  returns  the 
compliment  with  another  of  his  tongue  ;  but  the 
minute  the  fparrow  finds  himfelf  wounded,  he  flies 
to  his  herb,  eats  fome  of  it,  and  is  inftantly  cured. 
He  then  returns  to  the  charge,  and  has  recourfe  to  his 
herb  every  time  the  viper  ftings  him.  This  conflid; 
lafts  till  the  viper,  deftitute  of  the  fame  refource,* 
has  loft  all  his  blood  As  foon  as  the  reptile  is  dead, 
the  fparrow  falls  to  work  upon  the  carcafs,  and  con- 
cludes the  feaft  with  a  new  dofe  of  his  antidote. 

There  are  fev/  countries  which  breed  fo  great 
a  number,  and  fo  many  different  fpecies  of  ferpents, 
and  fuch  other  reptiles  ;  but  there  are  a  great  many 
of  them  no  way  poifoncus,  or  v^hofe  poifon  is  no  v^ay 
dangerous.  The  Indians  know  thefe  innocent  tho* 
frightful  reptiles,  take  them  up  alive  in  their  hands, 
and  make  girdles  of  them,  v/ithout  any  bad  confe- 
quence.    There  are  fome  of  thefe  creatures  twenty- 

C  2  two 

*  By  this  one  would  imagine  this  fparrow-herb  a6ls  both 
as  a  ftyptic,  and  an  antidote. 


20  THE    HISTORY 

two  feet  long,  and  proportionably  thick,  that  fwal- 
low  whole  flags,  if  we  may  believe  feme  Spaniards, 
who  affure  us  they  have  been  eye-witnelTes  to  their 
feats  this  way.  The  Indians  fay,  that  thefe  monfters 
engender  at  the  mouth,  and  that  the  young  ones 
tear  their  way  into  the  world  thro'  the  fides  of  their 
mothers,  after  which  the  fhrongeft  devour  the  weak- 
efb.  And  were  it  not  for  this  difpofition  of  Pro- 
vidence, father  Anthony  Ruiz  de  Montoya,  who 
feems  to  credit  this  account,  obferves,  that  it  would 
be  impofiible  to  flir  out  of  doors  without  meeting 
with  thefe  terrible  animals.  Among  thofe  who  are 
oviparous,  there  are  fome  that  lay  very  large  eggs, 
and  make  ufe  of  incubation  to  hatch  them. 

The  rattle-fnake  fo  common  in  feveral  provinces 
of  North-America,  is  no  where  perhaps  more  fo  than 
m  Paraguay.    It  ha^s  been  obferved  in  this  country, 
that  this  reptile  fuflfers  greatly  when  its  gums  are  too 
much  diftended  with  venom ;    and  that,  to  get  rid 
of  this  venom,  it  falls  upon  every  thing  in  its  way, 
with  two  crooked  fangs,  pretty  large  at  their  root, 
but  terminating  in  a  point,  and  by  means  of  a  hol- 
low in  thefe  fangs,  pours  into  the  wound  it  makes 
all  the  humour  that  tormented  it.  The  eftedts  of  the 
bite  of  this,  and  many  other  fpecies  of  ferpents  and 
fnakes,  are  very  fudden  :  fometimes  the  blood  iifues 
violently  at  the  eyes,  nofe,  ears,  gums,  and  roots  of 
the  nails  ;  but  there  are  antidotes  to  be  found  every- 
where againft  this  poifon.  The  mofl:  fuccefsful  are  a 
llone,  to  which  they  have  given  the  name  of  St.  Paiily 
bezoard,  and  a  poultice  of  chewed  garlick.  The  very 
head  of  the  animal,  and  its  liver,  which  is  likewife 
eaten  to  purify  the  blood,  are  equally  efficacious : 
the  fureft  method,  however,  is  to  begin  by  making 
an  incifion  diredly  in  the  part  that  has  been  flung, 
and  then  apply  brirnfhone  to  it.     Nay,  this  drug 
alone  has  been  often  found  to  make  a  perfe6l  cure. 

There 
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There  are  here  like  wife  fome  hunting  ferpents, 
which  climb  up  the  trees  to  difcover  their  prey,  and 
from  thence  dart  upon  it  when  within  reach,  fqueeze 
it  fo  tight,  that  it  cannot  flir,  and  then  devour  it 
alive  at  their  leifure.  But  when  they  have  eat  up 
whole  carcailes,  they  become  fo  heavy  as  not  to  be 
able  to  move,  and,  as  they  fometimes  have  not  a  fuf- 
ficient  degree  of  natural  heat  to  digefl  fuch  enormous 
meals,  would  inevitably  become  the  vid:ims  of  their 
own  voracity,  did  not  nature  fuggefh  to  them  a  re- 
medy, which  reafon  certainly  would  never  permit 
them  to  employ.  On  this  occafion  the  monfher  turns 
iip  his  belly  to  the  fun,  whofe  heat  makes  it  putrify  ; 
the  worms  then  breed  in  it,  and  the  birds,  coming  to 
their  afliftance,  feed  upon  a  fuperfluity,  which  other- 
wife  would  mofl  certainly  kill  him  :  the  patient  takes 
care  not  to  let  the  birds  go  too  great  lengths,  and 
in  a  fhort  time,  after  this  extraordinary  operation, 
finds  himfeif  as  well  as  ever.  But  it  often  happens, 
they  fay,  that  the  ikin  of  the  ferpent  clofes  upon  the 
branches  of  trees  upon  which  he  has  been  in  too  great 
hafhe  to  llation  himfeif  ;  this  is  a  fcrape,  out  of 
which  he  muft  find  it  a  much  more  difficult  matter 
to  extricate  himfeif  than  the  former. 

Many  of  thefe  reptiles  live  upon  fifh  ;  and  father 
Montoya,  from  whom  I  have  taken  almofl  all  thefe 
particulars,  informs  us,  that  he  one  day  happened  to 
fpy  a  huge  fnake  whofe  head  was  as  big  as  a  calf's, 
filhing  on  the  banks  of  a  river  :  the  firft  thing  the 
monfher  did,  was  to  difcharge  by  it's  mouth  a  great 
quantity  of  foam  into  the  river  ;  he  then  trufl  his 
head  into  the  water,  and  kept  it  very  quiet,  'till  a 
great  many  fmall  fifhes,  attraded  by  the  foam,  had 
gathered  about  it ;  when  fuddeniy  opening  his  jaws, 
he  laid  about  him,  and  fwallowed  in  great  numbers 
all  thofe  that  were  unhappy  enough  to  lie  within  his 
reach.  Another  time,  the  fame  author  aiTures  us,  he 
faw  an  Indian  of  the  talleft  ftature,  who  happened  to 
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be  fifhing  up  to  his  middle  in  water,  fv/allowed  aliva 
by  a  huge  fneak,  which  the  next  day  vomited  his. 
prey  afhore  quite  whole,  all  to  the  bones  which  were 
imafhed  to  pieces,  as  if  they  had  been  bruiled  be- 
tween two  mill-Hones. 

Thi  s  monflrous  Ipecies  of  reptiles  never  quit  the 
water  ;  and  in  the  rapids,  which  are  pretty  common 
in  the  Parana,  they  are  often  feen  fwimming  with  a 
huge  tail,  and  their  head,  which  is  likewile  very 
large,  above  water.    The  Indians  fay,  that  they  en- 
gender in  the  fame  manner  with  land-animals,  and 
that  the  males  often  attack  women,  as  it  is  pretended 
monkeys  do  in  fome  countries.    One  thing  however 
IS  certain,  and  that  is,  that  father  Montoya  was  one 
day  called  upon  to  hear  the  confeilion  of  an  Indian 
woman,  v/hom,  while  llie  was  walhing  fome  linen 
on  the  banks  of  a  river,  one  of  thefe  animals  at- 
tacked, and,  as  fhe  faid,  offered  violence  to  her  :  the 
mifiionary  found  her  llretched  on  the  very  fpot,  where 
Hie  faid  the  thing  had  happened  \  fhe  told  him  fhe  was 
fure  fhehad  but  a  fev/  minutes  to  live,  and  in  fadl  ex- 
pired,almofl  as  foon  as  fhe  had  finilh'd  her  confeflion. 
The  rivers  and  great  lakes,  which  never  dry  up, 
are  full  of  caymans  or  crocodiles,  from  ten  to  tw^elve 
feet  long.  There  are  a  prodigious  number  of  them, 
particularly  in  the  Pilco  Mayo,  the  greateft  river  in 
Chaco,  where  they  are  called  yacaras.     When  thefe 
monflers  have  m^ad^  a  hearty  pieal  of  fifh,  they  come 
on  Ibore  and  lie  on  their  backs,  that  the  heat  of  the 
fun  may  help  them  to  digefl  it.  Tho*  their  fcales  are 
very  hard  and  thick  fet,  the  Spaniards  find  means  to 
kill  them  with  their  fire-arms,  but  the  Indians  have  a 
pretty  fmgular  method  of  taking  them  in  the  water. 
They  make  fail  one  end  of  a  rope  to  a  tree,  and 
to  the  other  end  of  the  rope  tie  a  fbick  pointed  at 
both  ends ;  then,  as  foon  as  they  efpy  a  cayman,  they 
throw  they  (lick  into  his  mouth,  which  is  always. 
oben  \  but  as  the  animal  has  no  tongue,  or  its  tongue 
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is  exceedingly  imall,  the  flick,  by  diflending  his 
throat,  makes  way  for  a  great  deal  of  water,  and 
the  more  the  cayman  endeavotns  to  get  rid  of  it, 
the  deeper  it  enters,  fo  that  he  is  (bon  luffocated  ; 
the  Indians  then  pull  him  afliore,  by  means  of  the 
rope  to  which  the  flick  is  falleried. 

The  cayman  has  under  the  paws  of  his  fore- feet 
bags  full  of  a  fubftance,  whofe  fceni  is  fo  very  ftrong, 
that  it  immediately  afcends  to  the  brain  ;  but  when 
dried  in  the  fun,  it  becomes  mild  like  mulk.  •  The 
female,  they  pretend,  lays  upwards  of  twenty  eggs 
at  a  time,  but  the  male  breaks  a  great  many  of  them 
with  his  claws  ;  and  as  fhe  buries  them  in  the  fand, 
the  rivers,  when  they  overflow,  fweep  away  great 
part  of  what  remain.  It  is  faid,  that  when  the  teeth 
of  this  animal  are  grown  foul  with  the  lifh  he  has  de- 
voured, a  little  fparrow  comes  to  clean  them  ^  but 
that  another  very  often,  as  foon  as  he  fees  the  mon- 
fter  prepare  for  this  operation  by  diftending  his  jaws, 
immediately  rufhes  into  his  flomach,  in  order  to  prey 
upon  his  entrails.  Allov/ing  the  fad:  to  be  true,  how 
does  this  little  invader  get  out  again  ?  Herrera  pre- 
tends, that  the  caymans  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  don't  at- 
tack men  ;  1  have  however  heard  the  contrary  from 
travellers,  who  related,  as  eye-v/itneffes,  feveral  tra- 
gical hifhories  in  fupport  of  their  affertions.  Perhaps 
tho'  they  might  have  miftaken  fharks  for  caymans, 
for  it  is  certain  that  this  great  river  fwarms  with 
fharks  much  larger  than  thofe  of  other  rivers  ;  and 
that  they  lie  in  wait  for  the  oxen  that  come  to  drink 
i*ts  waters,  feize  them  by  the  muzzle,  and  ilifle 
them. 

In  fome  parts  of  this  country,  there  are  camekons 
from  five  to  fix  feet  long,  that  carry  their  young 
ones  about  with  them,  and  always  ketp  their  mouths 
open  on  that  fide  form  whence  the  wind  blows.  They 
are  a  very  mild  but  very  fhupid  animal.  The  monkeys 
here  are  in  fize  almoft  equal  to  the  htiman  fpecies, 
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have  great  beads,  and  very  long  tails.  They  fcrearn 
in  a  frightful  manner  when  wounded  by  an  arrow, 
pluck  it  out,  and  hurl  it  back  at  the  aggreiTor. 
Foxes  are  very  common  in  fome  provinces  :  there  are 
fome  near  Buenos  Ayres,  which  greatly  refemble 
hares,  and  whofe  fur  is  very  fine,  and  beautifully  va- 
riegated. Nothing  can  be  prettier  than  this  animal, 
which  is  befides  of  fo  friendly  a  nature,  that  he  comes 
out  of  the  woods  to  fawn  upon  travellers  ;  but  it  is 
proper  to  be  on  one's  guard  againfh  him,  for  when 
you  think  leaft  of  it,  he  difcharges  his  urine,  the 
flench  of  which  is  not  to  be  equalled,  and  which  is 
befides  of  fo  penetrating  a  quality,  that  no  fcowring 
can^get  it  out  of  any  thing  it  falls  upon,  fo  that  what- 
ever has  been  once  infected  by  it,  it  is  fit  for  nothing 
but  the  fire.  There  are  two  fpecies  of  tatares^  or 
rackoons  ;  one  fpecies  are  as  tall  as  a  pig  of  fix 
.months,  have  in  the  belly  a  kind  of  nacre  or  fhell, 
and  another  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys.  The  two 
fore-paws  ferve  it  for  hands,  and  every  paw  has 
^'^^  fingers.  There  are  likewife  two  fpecies  of 
rabbets^  which  the  Spaniards  call  apercos  ;  they  have 
little  or  no  tail,  filver-grey  hair,  and  theTr  flefh  is 
very  delicate  eating.  Another  kind  of  rabbit  has 
fo  fmall  a  mouth,  that  a  oifmirecan.fcarce  enter  it. 
Lions  and  tygers  are  everywhere  common,  fince 
the  horned  cattle,  Spanifnhorles,  and  hogs  have  mul- 
tiplied to  fuch  a  degree.  The  lions  are  much  fmal- 
ler  and  lefs  fierce  by  a  great  deal  than  thofeof  Africa, 
but  tiie  tygers  are  no  where  larger  or  more  furious. 
The  Indians,  however,  have  difcovered  a  certain 
method  of  driving  away  thefe  animals.  As  they 
are  very  light  and  nimble,  the  minute  they  fpy 
one  m.aking  towards  them,  if  they  have  no  arms  to 
defend  themfelves,  they  hurry  up  into  a  tree  ;  the 
animal,, unable  topurfue  his  prey,  furveys  him  with 
greedy  eyes  from;  the  ^bottom  of  his  afylum,  and 
would  there  remain,  it  is  probable,  long  enough,  to 
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oblige  him  to  fiirrender  at  difcretion,  or  let  himfelf 
fall  to  the  ground  thro'  weaknefs,  had  it  not  been 
happily  difcovered,  that  this  animal  cannot  bear  the 
fmell  of  human  urine ;  the  hidian  takes  advant'age 
of  this  difcovery,  and  the  tyger  immediately  flies  to 
a  fufficient  diftance,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
making  his  efcape.  Thofe  among  the  Indians,  who 
make  ufe  of  fire-arms,  are  ftill  lefs  at  a  lofs  on  thefe 
occafions,  for  their  aim  is  fo  good,  that  they  have  of- 
ten been  feen  to  fhoot  tygers  dead  v^hile  making  a 
fpring  at  them. 

They  diftinguilh  three  kinds  of  deer  in  thefe  pro- 
vinces ;  fome  are  aimofl  as  tall  as  an  ox,  and  have 
very  branchy  horns  ;  they  are  mofl  commonly  to  be 
found  in  marfny  places.  Others  are  larger  than 
goats,  and  feed  in  the  plains.  The  third  fpecies  are 
fcarce  bigger  than  a  kid  of  fix  months.  There  is 
little  or  no  difference  between  the  fhamoys  of  Para- 
guay and  ours.  The  wild-boars  here  have  the  navel, 
or  perhaps  a  kind  of  vent,  upon  the  back.  Their 
flerfi  is  delicate,  and  fo  very  wholefom,  that  the  fick 
are  permitted  to  make  ufe  of  it.  The  plains  of  Chaco 
are  covered  with  flocks  of  black,  red,  and  v/hite^^^/J; 
but  the  white  are  to  be  met  with  no  where  but  on  the 
banks  of  the  Pilco  Mayo.  Both  deer  and  Ibamoys 
always  feed  in  flocks,  like  the  fheep  of  Europe. 

Another  animal,  pretty  common  in  this  part 
of  America,  is  a  kind  of  buffalo,  called  anta.  It  is 
of  the  fize  of  an  afs,  which  it  likewife  greatly  refem- 
■bies  in  fhape,  all  to  its  having  very  fhort  ears.  But 
what  ferves  moff  to  diftinguifh  this  animal,  is  a  kind 
of  trunk,  which  he  extends  and  contracts  at  plea- 
fure,  and  by  which,  it  is  thought,  he  likewife 
breathes.  Each  of  his  feet  has  three  nails,  to  which 
they  afcribe  a  fovereign  virtue  againfl  all  manner 
of  poifons,  efpecially  to  thofe  of  the  left  fore-foot, 
upon  which  he  lies  down  as  often  as  he  find  himfelf 
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indiipofed.^  He  makes  life  of  his  two  fore-feet  in 
the  fame  manner  with  monkeys  and  beavers,  and 
with  equal  facility.  In  his  belly  are  found  bezoard- 
ftones,  which  are  held  in  great  efleem.  In  the  day- 
time he  brcuzes  upon  the  grafs,  and  by  night  eats 
a  kind  of  clay  which  he  finds  in  the  marflies,  where 
'he  retires  at  fun-fet.  The  fielh  of  this  animal  is 
very  wholefom,  and  differs  from  beef  in  nothing  but 
being  more  light  and  delicate.  His  fkin  is  fo  fhout, 
that  when  well  dried,  they  pretend  it  is  mufket- 
ihot  proof;  for  which  realon  the  Spaniards,  when 
they  can  get  any,  make  fkull-caps  and  cuiralTes  of 
it.  They  hunt  the  anta  in  the  night-time,  and  it  is 
an  exercife  attended  with  very  litLle  trouble.  The 
huntfraen  repair  to  thefe  places  where  thefe  animals 
generally  allemble  together  at  night- fall,  and  on  their 
approach  ifllie  out  to  meet  them  with  lighted  torch- 
es, which  fo  dazzle  and  flagger  the  poor  creatures, 
that  they  tumble  one  over  another  to  the  ground. 
The  huntfmen  then  fire  upon  them,  and  feldom  mifs 
a  fhot ;  fo  that  at  the  return  of  day,  they  are  fure 
to  find  great  numbers  of  them  dead  or  grievoufly 
wounded. 

All  kinds  of  voiatiles  fwarm  in  almoft  every  part 
of  this  country,  and  of  geefe  alone  they  reckon  in 
it  fix  different  fpecies.  The  i~avens  here  are  white  ; 
xhtfparrows  of  a  gold  colour  ;  and  xht  patridges  as 
large  as  hens,  and  in  fuch  plenty,'  efpecially  in  the 
vafl  plains  that  lie  between  Buenos  Ayres  and  Tucu- 
man,  that  travellers  take  them,  like  fifii,  with  a  line, 
without  being  obliged  to  alight  from  their  horfes  or 
carriages.  Oftriches  ^.txA  fea-wolves  are  likewifevery 
common  in  fome  places.     Among  the  fi^ffi  found  in 

the 

*  Memoires  de  Trevoux,  Oftober,  1751,  page  2194.  Ir 
is  not  faid  that  this  animal  is  fubjedl  to  the  epilepfy,  01  that 
he  cures  himfelf  when  attacked  by  it,  by  rubbing  his  ear  with 
his  left  hoof,  as  it  is  faid  the  original  or  elk  of  Canada  does, 
whom  the  anta  greatly  refembles  in  other  refpe6ts. 


OF    PARAGUAY.  27 

the  rivers  and  lakes,  there  is  one  which  differs  in 
nothing  from  a  hog,  but  that  it  has  no  teeth  ;  and 
a  water-dog  or  cams  aqiiaticus^  which  barks  like  <?ie 
land-dogs  of  Europe.  A  miilionary  one  day  ip;  v  \ 
one  of  thefe  animals,  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  where 
having  been  wounded  with  an  arrow,  he  fell  a  bark- 
ing vi^ith  all  his  might,  till  feveral  others  immediate- 
ly came  to  his  afliflance,  and  tranfported  him  to  the 
oppofite  fhore. 

Such  is  in  general  this  great  country, 
^^^  efleemed  by  numbers  of  people  one  of  the 
richeft  in  the-  New  World.  It  v/as  firfl  difcovered 
in  15 16,  by  John  de  Solis,  great  pilot  of  Cafbile,  and 
that  by  mere  accident.  Solis  had  failed  from  Spain 
to  continue  the  difcovery  of  Brazil,  begun  in  the  year 
1500,  by  Vincent  Yannes  Pinfon,  who  had  accom- 
panied Columbus  in  his  firfh  voyage,  and  two  months 
before  the  Portuguefe  had  the  ieail  knowledge  of  it. 
The  firfl  of  January,!  5 1 6,  he  entered  a  port  formed 
by  the  difcharge  of  a  river,  which  he  called  Rio  Ge- 
nero*  and  took  poiTeflion  of  it  for  the  Crown  of 
Caflile,  as  Pinfon  had  done  fixteen  years  before,  at 
Cape  St.  Augufhin,  v/hich  he  called  the  Cape  of  Con- 
folation.  Solis  then  continued  to  range  the  coafl, 
and  on  turning  it  to  the  right,  found  himfelf  in  a 
bay  at  the  mouth  of  a  great  river,  to  which  he  gave 
his  name  ;  but  he  did  not  think  proper  to  venture 
his  vefTel  a  great  way  up  it,  as  he  found  it  to  be  full 
of  rocks,  fhoals,  and  fand  banks  ;  being  loth  howe- 
ver to  return  home  without  fome  knowledge  of  the 
river,  he  fet  out  in  his  long-boat,  and  after  ranging 
for  fome  time  the  weftern  coafl,  difcovered  fome 
Indians,  who  feemed  to  invite  him  afhore,  by  laying 
at  their  feet  every  thing  they  had,  and,  as  it  were, 
to  offer  them  to  him. 

Deceived 

*  That  is  to  fay,  January  River.  The  Portuguefe  call 
it  Rio  JaneyrOy  which  fignifies  the  fame  thing  in  their  lan- 
guage. 
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Deceived  by  thefe  ambiguous  dcinon- 
15 10.  f^i-a;-ions,  he  landed  without  any  precaution, 
and  with  very  few  men,  tho'  refolved,  it  is  faid,  to 
carry  off  feme  of  the  natives,  and  bring  them  to 
Spain  with  him.  He  did  not  even  confider,  that,  in 
p.oportion  as  he  advanced,  thefe  barbarians  retired 
towards  a  wood,  where  they  at  laft  buried  them- 
felves,  and  h.e  followed  tliem  alone  in  a  manner. 
But  he  had  fcarce  entered  it,  when  a  volley  of  ar- 
rows, difcharged  by  people  he  could  not  fee,  killed 
him  and  ail  his  attendants.  The  Indians  then  made 
a  great  fire  without  the  wood,  and  (tripping  the  dead 
carcalfes,  roailed  and  eat  them  in  fight  of  thofe  who 
had  remained  in  the  boat,  or  had  taken  refuge  in  it, 
and  who  had  now  no  other  courfe  to  take  but  to  re- 
turn to  Spain.  Such  was  the  miferable  end  of  a  man 
who  paiTed  for  one  of  the  ableft  navigators  of  his 
time ;  but  who,  according  to  Herrera,  was  not  en- 
dov/ed  with  all  the  prudence  requilite  to  infure  the 
fuccefs  of  an  enterprife  like  that  he  was  charged  with. 
r  The  fate  of  fome  Portueueze,  who  a 

^  ^ '  few  years  after  -penetrated  into  Paraguay 
by  way  of  Brazil,  was  equally  lamentable.  On  the 
reports,  that  nov/  began  to  fill  Europe,  of  the  im- 
menfe  riches  found  by  the  Spaniards  in  Peru,  Don 
Martin  de  Sofa,  Governor  and  Captain-General  of 
Brazil,  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  fbare  their  good  for- 
tune with  them,  and  difpatched  Alexis  de  Garcia,  a 
man  on  whofe  courage,  good  fenfe,  and  fidelity,  he 
could  rely,  on  a  journey  over  land  to  that  difliant 
country,  in  order  to  procure  the  intelligence  requifite 
for  putting  his  defign  m  execution.  Garcia  took  no 
company  with  him  but  his  fon,  and  three  other  Por- 
tugueze,  with  whom  however  he  reached  the  Para- 
guay. Here  he  met  a  great  number  of  Indians,  and 
engaged,  it  is  faid,  a  thoufand  of  them  to  follow  him; 
he  then  croffed  the  river,  and  penetrated  to  tlie  fron- 
tiers of  Peru,  where  he  pickt  up  fome  gold,  and  a 
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great  deal  of  fiiver.  On  his  return  therefore  to  that 
part  of  the  Paraguay,  where  the  Indians  had  joined 
him,  he  formed  a  defign  of  making  a  fettlement 
there,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  his  countrymen  as  might 
be  willing  to  take  advantage  of  his  difcoveries ;  and 
with  this  view  he  fent  off  two  of  his  fellow-adventu- 
rers with  difpatches  to  the  Governor  of  Brazil,  fome 
ingots  of  gold  and  filver,  an  account  of  his  journey, 
and  the  plan  he  had  formed,  rem.aining  himfelf 
among  the  Indians,  with  his  fon  who  was  very 
young,  and  another  Portugueze  ;  but  his  melfen- 
gers  were  fcarce  fet  out,  when  the  Indians  mailacred 
him  and  his  companion,  made  his  fon  a  ilave,  and 
took  pofTeflion  of  all  his  treafure.  Nor  had  about 
60  Portugueze,  and  a  very  large  party  of  Brazilians, 
who  on  the  receipt  of  Garcia's  letters  fet  out  to  join 
him,  under  the  command  of  George  Sedenno,  any 
better  fuccefs.  The  Indians  on  the  road  not  only 
refufed  to  afTift  them  with  provifions,  but  did  all 
that  lay  in  their  power  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and 
accordingly  fell  upon  them  one  day  fo  unexpedediy 
from  behind  the  woods,  that  after  lofing  their  com- 
mander, and  feveral  men,  they  were  obliged  to  fly 
precipitately  towards  the  Parana,  where  to  their 
great  joy  they  met  with  fome  Indians  who  offered  to 
ferry  them  over  to  the  other  fide,  beyond  the  reach 
of  their  purfuers.  But  the  pirogues  were  fcarce  half 
way  over,  when  their  treacherous  condu6lors,  who 
could  fwim  like  fiihes,  leaped  over-board,  after  open- 
ing fome  holes,  which  they  had  fhopt  fo  artfully  that 
the  Portugueze  had  not  before  perceived  them ;  [o 
that  of  thefe  unhappy  adventurers,  not  one  man 
efcaped  to  relate  the  misfortune  of  the  refi. 

One  would  imagine,  that  neither  the  Spa- 
^  ^'    niards  nor  the  Portugueze  could  have  any 
temptation  to  fettle  in  a  country,  of  which  they  had 
no  knowledge,  but  what  was  acquired  by  fuch  tra- 
gical events  y  and  it  is  certain,  that  they  firft  thought 

of 
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of  nothing  lefs  than  making  any  ufe  of  Solis's  difco- 
very,  when  they  received  feme  news  which  filled 
them  with  hopes,  tho'  built  on  very  flender  founda- 
tions, of  drawing  greater  riches  out  of  Paraguay 
than  any  other  part  of  America.     Sebaftian  Gabot, 
or  Gabato,  a  Venetian,  v/ho  in  1496  difcovered  New- 
foundland, and  part  of  the  adjacent  continent,  for 
Henry  VII.  finding  himfelf  negleded  by  the  Englifh, 
at  that  time  too  mAich  taken  up  with  domeftic  af- 
fairs, to  think  of  any  eflablifhments  in  the  New 
World,  palled  over  into  Spain,  where  the  reputa- 
tion he  had  acquired  of  being  a  very  able  navigator,* 
procured  him  the  pofc  of  great  Pilot  of  Caftile.  The 
famous  fliip,  called  ih^Ficiory^  the  only  velfel  of  Ma- 
gellan's fqivadron  which  returned  to  Spain,  and  the 
firil  which  failed  round  the  world,  had  lately  brought 
home  fpices  and  other  precious  commodities  from 
the  Molucca  lilands,  and  this  fuccefs  induced  fome 
merchants  of  Seville  to  engage  Gabot  to  attempt  the 
fame  voyage  with  a  fleet,  which  they  refolved  to  fit 
out  at  their  own  expence.     As  Gabot  however  did 
not  chufe  to  a6l  merely  as  a  fervant  to  a  trading 
company,   he   thought  proper  to  provide  himfelf 
with  a  commifiion  from  the  Emperor,  and  having, 
repaired  to  Madrid  for  that  purpofe,  he  there  enter- 
ed into  a  treaty  v/ith  Charles  V.  and  it  was  figned 
the  4th  of  March  1525. 

The  fubftance  of  it  was,  t  that  Gabot 
'^5^5-  fl'iould  hav^e  the  command  of  a  fquadron  of 
four  (hips,  in  quality  of  Captain-General,  and  that 
Martin  Mendez,  who  had  been  treafurer  to  Magel- 
lan's fquadron,  and  came  home  on  board  the  Vido- 
ry,  fhould  ferve  under  him  as  Lieutenant ;  that  he 
fhould  fail  thro'  the  newly-difcovered  Streights,  then 
crofs  the  South-Sea  to  the  Molucca  Iflands,  and  from 
thence  proceed  on  the  difcovery  o^TharJis^  Ophir^  and 
Cipan?o^  which  were  then  thought  to  be  the  iflands 

of 
*  Herrera,  third  Decad,  Book  ix.  Chap.  3. 
t  Herrera,  ibid. 
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of  Japan ;  that  he  fliould  there  load  his  Ihips  with 
gold,  filver,  and  the  other  moft  precious  eommodi- 
ties  the  country  afforded.  It  was  him(elf  that  pro- 
pofed  this  expedition  to  the  Emperor  ;  but  whatever 
aflurance  he  exprelTed  of  being  able  to  make  good 
mch  mighty  promifes,  the  merchants  of  Seville  al- 
ready began  to  repent  the  choice  they  had  made  of 
him,  efpecially  as  they  foon  difcerned  the  feeds  of  a 
mifunderftanding  between  him  and  Mendez,  on 
whom  they  chiefly  depended  for  the  fuccefs  of  the 
voyage.  They  even  ordered  their  agent  at  Court 
to  beieech  the  Emperor  to  name  another  command- 
er, in  cafe  his  Majefty  thought  the  fquadion  might 
flay  long  enough  to  receive  one. 

This  application  proved  ineffedlual,  and  Gabot 
put  to  fea  the  ifl  of  April  1526,  after  re-inforcing 
his  fquadron  with  a  fifth  vellel,  which  a  private  ad- 
venturer had  freighted  at  his  own  expence.  Herrera 
fays,  that  during  this  voyage  he  did  not  behave  ei- 
ther as  an  able  captain,  or  a  fkilful  mariner ;  that  for 
want  of  oeconomy  he  foon  fell  fhort  of  provifions; 
that  he  kept  no  meafures  with  thofe  who  had  not  the 
good  fortune  to  be  agreeable  to  him;  that  on  his  arri- 
val, without  any  provifions,  at  the  ifland  of  Geefe,*  a 
little  way  from  Cape  St.  Auguftin  in  Brazil,  the  inha- 
bitants received  him  kindly,  and  re-vidlualled  his 
fhips,  and  that  he  repaid  their  good  offices  with  the 
blackefl  ingratitude,  by  carrying  off,  in  fpice  of  their 
parents,  fome  children  of  the  firfl  families  on  the 
ifland.  In  fhort,  that  on  his  arrival  at  the  entrance 
of  the  bay,  into  which  the  river  then  called  Rio  de 
Solu  difcharges  itfelf,  he  refolv^ed  not  to  proceed  any 
further,  as  well  becaufe  he  had  not  proviiions  enough 
to  carry  him  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  as 
becaufe  tlie  crews  of  his  fhips  began  to  mutiny  ;  and 
that  after  turning  adrift  on  a  defert  ifland  Martin 
Mendez,  Francis  de  Rojas,  and  Michael  de  Rodas, 
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who  blamed  his  conduct  in  very  free  terms,  he  re- 
ibh^ed  to  take  an  exacl;  furvey  of  the  bay  in  which 
he  then  found  himfelf. 

I  fay  the  bay,  becaufe  feveral  people  think,  that 
the  mouth  of  the  river  ought  not  to  be  brought  fo 
low  as  Cape  St.  Mary^  where  the  land  begins  to  take 
a  turn  from  South- Weft  to  Weft,  and  at  Cape  St. 
Anthony^  diflant  from  the  former  forty-five  common 
leagues  of  Spain,  or  the  whole  breadth  of  the  bay's 
entiance;  but  that  we  ought  to  abide  by  the  opini- 
on of  thofe,  who  place  it  at  la  Puerta  de  la  Piedra^  op- 
pcfite  to  Monte  P'ideo^  more  than  fifty  leagues  from 
Cape  St.  Anthony.  I  fhall  not,  however,  quarrel 
with  the  Spanifh  Geographers,  who  infifh  that  Rio  de 
la  Plata  is  almoft  fifty  leagues  broad  at  its  mouth.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  this  river  is  one  of  the  largeil 
in  the  known  world  \  but  there  are  very  few  which 
it  is  harder  for  fhips  to  enter,  or  where  they  are  ex- 
pofed  to  greater  dangers,  or  more  frequently  loft  ; 
for  which  reafon  the  failors  call  it  the  Hell  of  Mari- 
ners. But  to  make  amends  for  thefe  dangers,  it 
abounds  in  fifh,  efpecially  the  gold-fifh,  which  is 
caught  in  great  plenty  on  the  land-banks,  with  which 
its  bottom  is  covered,  and  which  form  the  principal 
danger.  As  foon  as  the  water  begins  to  grow  fweet, 
it  appears  excellent  ^  at  firft,  indeed,  if  not  ufed  with 
great  moderation,  it  is  apt  to  bring  on  cholicks,  laxes, 
and  fometimes  even  bloody-fluxes ;  but  in  lefs  than 
a  month  people  accuftom  themfelves  to  it,  fo  as  to 
have  no  more  to  fear  from  it.  Befides  being  very 
wholefom,  it  has  the  very  fmgular  property  of  clear- 
ing the  voice  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  one  may  immedi- 
ately diftinguilTi  thofe  who  have  often  made  ufe  of  it ; 
but  this  advantage  is  loft  little  by  little,  by  thofe  who 
leave  it  off.  Some  memoirs  attribute  the  fame  qua- 
lity to  the  Uruguay  and  moft  of  the  rivers  that  fall 
into  it.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  probable  that  the  Rio  de 
ia  Plata  derives  this  virtue  from  the  Uruguay ;  but, 
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to  be  fure  of  ir,  we  fhould  know  whether  the  firft 
of  th'^fe  rivers  polTefles  this  virtue  above  the  place 
where  both  unite ;  a  point,  about  which  my  me- 
moirs are  quite  filent. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  Gabot  eafiiy  overcame  all  thefe 
difficulties,  and  arrived  in  fafety  at  fome  iflands,  the 
higheft  of  them  a  little  above  Buenos  Ayres,  which 
he  called  the  ijlajids  of  St.  Gabriel.  The  fir  ft  he 
fell  in  with  is  about  a  league  round,  and  afforded 
him  good  anchoring  ground.  Here  he  left  his  fhips  ; 
and,  taking  to  his  boats,  enter'd  the  channel  between 
the  iflands  and  the  continent  to  the  right,  and  then 
the  Uruguay  which  he  miflook  for  the  Paraguay,  as 
the  Paraguay,  befides  its  not  being  as  broad  as  the 
Uruguay  at  their  jundlion,  was  hid  from  him  by 
the  iflands  of  St.  Gabriel  to  his  left.  Meeting  with  a 
little  river  on  the  right,  he  called  it  Rio  defan  Salva- 
dor^ built  a  fmall  fort  on  the  banks  of  it,  and  then 
detached  fome  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  John 
Alvarez  Ramon,  up  the  river,  which  he  flill  took 
for  the  true  Rio  de  Solis. 

Ramon,  after  three  days  navigation,  having  the 
misfortune  to  run  a-ground  on  a  fand  bank,  was 
killed  by  the  Indians,  with  fome  of  his  people  -,  the 
refl  efcaped  by  fwimming,  and  made  the  befl  of 
their  way  back  to  Gabot,  whom  fo  melancholy  an 
accident  determined  to  return  to  the  iflands  of  St. 
Gabriel. 

Having  by  this  time  difcovered  his  miflake,  he 
failed  about  thirty  leagues  up  the  Paraguay,  and  built 
a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  a  river  iiTuing  from  the  moun- 
tains of  Tucuman,  whofe  Indian  name  Zacarctfina\v3iS 
been  changed  by  the  Spaniards  into  that  of  Rto 
Tercero.  This  fort  he  called  the  fort  of  the  Holy 
Ghojl  \  but  it  is  better  known  in  the  accounts  of  his 
voyages,  by  that  of  Gabofs  Fort.  After  leaving  a 
garrifon  in  this  fort,  he  proceeded  up  the  river  to 
the  confluence  of  the  Paraguay  and  the  Parana,  then, 
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finding  himfelf  between  two  large  rivers,  he  entered 
that  wliich  appeared  the  broadefl ;  which,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  is  the  Parana  ;  but,  on  finding  it 
turn  to  the  eaft,  he  returned  to  the  confluence  for 
fear  of  advancing  too  far  into  Brazil,  and  failed  up 
the  Paraguay,  where  fome  Indians  foon  attacked 
him,  killed  five  and  twenty  of  his  men,  and  took 
three  prifoners  ;  but  he  foon  made  them  fmart  for 
it,  by  killing  a  much  greater  number  of  theirs. 
Thefe  Indians  were  probably  the  fame  with  thofe 
who  had  killed  Alexis  Garcia  -,  for  we  are  told  that 
Gabot  recovered,  by  this  blow,  a  great  part  of  the 
effeds  taken  from  the  Portugueze.  As  he  knev/ 
nothing  of  Garcia's  defeat,  he  looked  upon  all  the 
gold  and  filver  he  took  on  this  occafion,  as  the  pro- 
duce of  the  mines  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  no 
longer  doubted  of  it,  when  fome  Indians,  whom  the 
terror  of  his  arms,  or  the  courteoufnefs  of  his  be- 
haviour, had  engaged  to  enter  into  alliance  with 
him,  not  only  fupplied  him  with  plenty  of  pro- 
vifions,  but  likewife  gave  him  bars  of  filver  in  ex- 
change for  Spanifh  goods  of  very  little  value.  He, 
therefore,  made  no  fcruple  of  beflowing  the  pom- 
pous name  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  on  the  Paraguay  ;  a 
name,  which  has  proved  a  fource  of  mi  flake  to 
thofe  who  did  not  know  the  true  origin  of  it. 

Just  as  Gabot  was  preparing  to  return  to  his 
fhips  with  the  treafure  he  had  amaffed,  there  arri- 
ved in  his  camp  a  Portugueze  captain,  called  Diego 
Garcias^  who  had  been  fent  by  the  captain-general 
of  Brazil,  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and  take  pof- 
feflion  of  it   in  the  name  of  the  crown  of  Portugal. 

As  Garcias,  on  the  one  hand,  was  not  flrong 
enough  to  execute  his  commifiion  in  fpite  of  the 
Spaniards,  whom  he  did  not  exped  to  meet  in  fuch 
number^  on  the  banks  of  the  Paraguay  ;  fo  Gabot, 
on  the  other,  reflecting  that  he  himfelf  was  too 
weak  to  prevent  the  Portuguefe  making  ihemfelves 
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maflers  of  the  countr}^,  in  cafe  they  returned  with 
luperior  forces,  as  they  eafily  might,  thought  the 
bell  thing  he  could  do,  would  be  to  engage  Garcias 
by  prefents,  to  follow  him  to  the  fort  ot  die  Holy 
Ghoft,  from  whence,  after  fome  days  flay,  Garcias 
fet  out  for  Brazil. 

Gabot  now  finding  his  prefence  necelTary  in  Pa- 
raguay, inflead  of  returning  to  Spain  as  he  at  firil 
propoied,  fent  off  Fernand  Calderon,  whom  he  liad 
appointed  treafurer  to  his  fleet  in  the  room  of  Men- 
dez,  with  all  the  filver  he  had  colle(^ted,  and  a 
letter  for  the  Emperor,  giving  an  account  of  every 
thing  he  had  feen  and  done  ;  pointing  out  the  pro- 
perefl  meafures  for  fecuring  the  country  to  the 
crov/n  of  Caflile  ;  and  befeeching  his  Majefly  to 
fend  him  fufficient  fuccours  for  that  purpofe. 

Calderon  and  another  captain,  called  George 
Barloque,  whom  Gabot  had  joined  in  commilTion 
with  him,  reached  Spain  by  the  beginning  of  the 

year  1537,  ^^"^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^'^^Y  favourable  recep- 
tion from  the  Emperor.  The  fight  of  the  filver 
they  brought  with  them,  being,  it  is  faid,  the  firfl 
brought  from  America  to  Spain,  dazzled  him  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  he  not  only  approved  of  every  thing 
Gabot  had  done,  and  granted  him  all  his  requefbs, 
but  ordered  a  grand  armament  to  be  made  for  that 
country,  at  his  own  expence.  Two  years,  however, 
having  elapfed  without  Gabot's  hearing  any  thing  of 
thefe  his  good  difpofitions,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
return  to  Spain,  left  any  longer  delay  might  give 
the  Portugueze  a  defir^,  and  afford  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  return  to  Paraguay.  Having,  therefore, 
named  Nuno  de  Lara  to  the  government  of  the  fort 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  d.uring  his  abfence,  and  left  him 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  all  the  provifions 
he  could  amafs,  he  fet  out  to  join  his  fquadron,  and 
immediately  put  to  fea. 
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Lara,  on  his  fide,  feeing  himfelf  fur  rounded  by 
nations,  from  whom  he  could  expeCl:  no  refped  but 
in  proportion  as  he  could  command  it,  thought  the 
beft  thing  he  could  do,  would  be  to  gain  over  thofe 
nearefl  to  him,  which  were  the  ^imhiiez  ^  and  he 
fucceeded  pretty  v/eil  in  the  attempt.  But  his  fiic- 
cels  foon  proved  fatal  to  him,  in  a  manner  he  little 
dreamed  of  Mangora,  Cacique  of  the  Timbuez, 
happening,  in  one  of  the  frequent  vifits  he  paid  Lara, 
to  fee  Lucy  Miranda,  a  Spanifh  lady,  and  wife  of 
Sebaflian  Hurtado,  one  of  the  principal  officers  of 
the  fort,  became  deeply  enamoured  with  her.  It 
was  not  long  before  fhe  perceived  it ;  and,  knowing 
v/hat  file  had  to  fear  from  a  Barbarian,  with  whom 
it  was  fo  much  the  commander's  interefl  to  live  upon 
good  terms,  fhe  did  all  that  lay  in  her  power  not  to 
be  feen  any  more  by  him,  and  to  guard  againft  any 
violence  or  furprize.  Mangora,  on  his  fide,  think- 
ing that  if  he  could  but  get  her  to  his  habitation,  he 
might  difpole  of  her  as  he  pleafed,  often  invited 
Hurtado  to  come  and  fee  him,  and  bring  his  wife 
along  with  him.  But  Hurtado  as  often  begged  to  be 
excufed,  alledging  that  he  could  not  abfent  himfelf 
from  the  fort,  without  the  commander's  leave ;  and 
that  he  was  fure  he  fhould  never  be  able  to  obtain 
it. 

Such  an  anfwer  as  this  was  enough  to  let  the  Ca- 
cique fee,  that,  to  fucceed  in  his  defigns  upon  the 
wife,  he  mufl  firfl  get  rid  of  the  hufband.  While  he 
was,  therefore,  confidering  ways  and  means  to  do  it,, 
he  got  intelligence,  that  the  hufband  had  been  de- 
tached with  another  officer,  called  Ruiz  Mofchera,- 
and  fifty  Soldiers,  to  colledt  provifions.  Looking 
upon  this,  therefore,  as  a  favourable  opportunity^ 
fmce  it  not  onfy  removed  the  hufband,  but  weakened 
the  garrifon,  by  which  the  wife  might  expedl  to  be 
proteded,  he  pofted  four  thoufand  picked  men  in 
a  marfh  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fort,  and  fet 
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out  for  it,  \yith  thirty  others  loaded  with  refrefh- 
menta.  '  On  his  arrival  at  the  gates  of  it,  he  fent 
word  to  Lara,  that,  hearing  how  much  he  was  in 
want  of  provifions,  he  was  come  with  jenough  to 
ferve  him,  till  the  recurn  of  the  convoy,  Lara  re- 
ceived the  treacherous  Cacique  with  the  greateft  de- 
monftrations  of  gratitude,  and  irfifled  upon  en':er-r 
taining  him  and  his  followers.  This  was  what  Man- 
gora  had  expeded  ;  and,  he  had,  accordingly,  given 
his  men  inftrudions  how  to  behave,  and  appointed 
iignals  for  thofe  he  had  polled  in  the  marOi. 

The  entertainment  began  with  a  great 
-*  '  ^  '  deal  of  chearfulnefs  on  both  fides,  and 
lafhed  till  the  night  was  far  advanced  ;  when,  the 
Spaniards  rifmg  to  break  up,  Mangora  gave  fome 
of  his  attendants  the  fignal  for  doing  what  he  had 
before-hand  di reded  -^  which  was  to  fet  fire  to  the 
magazines  of  the  fort,  as  foon  as  the  Spaniards  fliould 
be  retired.  This  was  accordingly  done,  without  the 
Spaniards  having  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  the  matter. 
The  officers  were  fcarce  compofed  to  reft,  when 
moft  of  them  being  alarmed  by  the  foldiers  crying 
out  fire  !  fire  !  and  jumping  out  of  bed  to  extinguifli 
it,  the  Indians  feized  the  opportunity  of  difpatching 
them.  The  reft  were  killed  in  their  fleep  ;  and  the 
four  thoufand  men  pofted  in  the  marOi,  having  been 
at  the  fame  time  let  into  the  fort,  it  was  immedi- 
ately filled  with  flaughter  and  confufion.  The  go^ 
vernor,  though  wounded,  having  efpied  the  trea- 
cherous Cacique,  made  up  to  him,  and  ran  him 
through  the  body  j  but,  being  more  intent  upon 
fatisfying  his  revenge,  than  confulting  his  fafety,  he 
continued  fo  long  venting  his  now  ufelefs  fury  on 
the  dead  body  of  his  enemy,  that  the  Indians  had 
time  to  intercept  his  flight  j  and  immediately  dif- 
patclied  him. 

There  now  remain'd  no  living  no  foul  in  the  fort, 
but  the  unfortunate  Miranda,  the  innocent  caufe  of 

D  3  fo 


38  THE    HISTORY 

fo  bloody  a  tragedy,  four  other  women,  and  as  many 
little  children,  who  were  all  tied  and  brought  before 
Siripa,  brother  and  fucceiTor  to  the  late  Cacique. 
This  Barbarian,  cU  the  fight  of  Miranda,  conceived 
the  fame  palfion  fo^  her,  tliat  had  proved  fo  fatal  to 
his  brother,  and  ordered  her  to  be  unbound,  relin- 
quifhing  to  his  attendants  all  the  other  prifoners. 
He  then  told  her,  that  fhe  mufl  not  confider  herfeif 
as  a  fiave  in  his  houfe ;    and  that  it  would  even  be 
her  ovv/n  fault,  if  Ihe  did  not  become  the  miftrels  of 
it ;  and  that  he  hoped  flie  had  fenfe  enough  to  pre- 
fer to  an  indigent  forlorn  huiband,  the  head  of  a  pow- 
erful nation,  who  would  take  pleafure  in  fubmitting 
to  her,  himfelt  and  all  his  fubjeds.    Miranda  miight 
well  expe6t,  that,  by  refufmg  his  offers,  fhe  fhould 
expofe  herfeif,  at  beft,  to  a  perpetual  and  moll  cruel 
flavery;    but  her  virtue  got  the  better   of  every 
other  confir^eration.     She  even  gave  Siripa  the  an- 
fv/cr  file  thougiit  was  mofh  likel)  to  exafperate  him, 
in  hopes  his  love  might  change  into  fury  ;    and  a 
fpeedy  death  put  her  innocence  and  honour  beyond 
the  reach  of  his  brutal  inclinations. 

But  in  this  flie  was  greatly  miflaken.  Her  refu- 
fals  ferved  only  to  increafe  the  efheem,  Siripa  had 
conceived  for  her,  and  heighten  his  pafiion,  which  he 
ftill  flattered  himfelf  he  fliould  be  at  laft  able  to  fa- 
tisfy.  He  continued,  therefore,  to  treat  her  with  a 
great  deal  of  lenity,  and  even  fhewed  her  more  ci- 
vility and  refped:,  than  could  be  well  expected  from 
a  Barbarian.  But  his  mioderation  and  gentlenefs 
ferved  only  to  miake  her  more  fenfible  of  the  danger 
fhe  v/as  expofed  to.  In  the  mean  time,  Hurtado, 
being  returned  with  his  convoy,  was  greatly  furpri- 
zed  to  behold  nothing  but  a  heap  of  afhes,  where  he 
had  left  Gabot's  tower.  The  firfh  thing  he  did  was 
to  enquire  what  was  become  of  his  wife;  and,  being 
informed  fhe  was  with  the  Cacique  of  the  Timbuez, 
be  im.m.ediatel5'  fet  out  to  look  for  her,  without  con- 
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fidering  what  dangers  he  thereby  fruitlefsly  expofed 
himfelf  to.  Siripa,  at  the  fight  of  a  man,  who  was 
the  fole  objed  of  all  Miranda's  affections,  could  no 
longer  contain  himfelf,  but  ordered  him  to  be  tied 
to  a  tree,  and  there  fliot  to  death  with  arrows. 

Hi  s  attendants  were  preparing  to  obey  him,  when 
Miranda,  drowned  in  tears,  threw  herfelf  at  the  ty- 
rant's feet,  to  obtain  the  life  of  her  huiband  ;   and, 
fuch  is  the  power  of  a  paffionate  affection,  it  calmed 
the  violent  ilorm,  which  it  had  but  a  little  before 
excited  in  the  heart  of  a  Barbarian.     Hurtado  was 
unbound  ;  he  was  even,  fometimes,  permitted  to  fee 
his  wife.  But  the  Cacique,  at  the  fame  time  he  thus 
indulged  them,  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  they 
mull  not,  on  pain  of  death,  attempt  to  go  any  fur- 
ther lengths.  It  is,  therefore,  probable,  he  only  meant 
this  indulgence  as  a  fnare  to  obtain  a  pretext  for 
recalling   the  conditional  repri<  f  he  had   granted 
Hurtado,  who  foon  fupplied  him  with  one.    A  f'^'^ 
days  after,  Siripa's  v/ife  came  to  informj^im,  that 
Miranda  was  laid  down  with  her  hufband  ;  the  bar- 
barian immediately  ran  to  examine  die  truth  of  the 
report  with  his  own  eyes ;  and,  in  the  firft  emotion  of 
his  paffion,  more  to  the  fatisfaction  of  his  wife's jea- 
loufy,  than  his  own,  he  condemned  Miranda  to  the 
flames,  and  Hurtado  to  the  kind  of  death  he  had  but 
lately  efcaped.    The  fentence  was  immediately  exe- 
cuted, and  this  faithful  pair  expired  in  fight  of  each 
other,  full  of  fentiments  worthy  of  their  virtues. 

In  the  mean  time  Mofchera  had  made 
^53  ~^5- Cq^j^q  preparations  at  Gabot's  fort.  But, 
finding- at  iaft,  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  continue 
there,  as  the  animofity  between  the  Spaniards  and 
Indians  was  now  becoming  irreconcilable,  on  account 
of  the  treachery  of  the  latter,  he  embarked  with  the 
poor  remnant  of  his  garrifon,  on  board  a  little  veffel 
which  Gabot  had  left  behind  him  ;  and  after  falling 
down  the  river  to  the  fea,  ranged  the  coafl  to  the32d 
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degree  of  South  latitude,  v/here,  having  diicovered  a 
convenient  port,  he  built  a  little  fort  on  its  banks, 
and,  finding  the  inhabitants  difpoied  to  live  in  friend- 
Ihip  v/ith  him,  fowed  a  fmall  tract  of  land.    But  he 
had  not  been  there  long,  when  the  governor  of  Bra- 
zil fent  to  inform  him,  that,  if  he  expedled  to  re- 
main in  quiet  poll'eflion  of  his  efhablilhments,hemuft 
confent  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king  of 
Portugal,  to  whom  all  the  country  belonged.     To 
this  fummons  Mofchera  anfwered,  that  he  was  re- 
folved  to  maintain  his  ground,  till  their  refpedive 
maflers  had  agreed  upon  a  partition  of  the  Indies. 
He  was,  however,  very  little  able  to  keep  his  word, 
for  want  of  arms  and  provifions.  But  a  French  fhip 
having  foon  after  call  anchor  at  the  little  ifland  of 
Canaanee,  oppolite  his  fort,  he  furprized  her,  and 
by  that  means  fupplied  himfelf  with  both.    He  then 
eredled  a  little  battery,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon 
he  found  on  board  his  prize  ;    and,  the  Portuguefe 
being  come  foon  after  to  attack  him,  to  the  amount 
of  80  men,  fupported  by  an  army  of  Brazilians,  he, 
after  letting  them  land,  and  even  pafs  unmoiefted 
through  a  wood,  gave  them   fo  warm  a  falute  in 
front,  while  a  detachment,  placed  in  the  fame  wood, 
attacked  them  in  the  rear,  that  they  immediately 
difperfed ;  and  all  thofe,  who,  after  being  fpared  by 
the  cannon,  had  not  faved  themfelves  by  flight,  were 
put  to  the  fword.    Mofchera,  not  fatisfied  with  this 
advantage,  embarked  with  this  part  of  his  men,  and 
a  great  number  of  Indians,  on  board  the  vefTels  that 
had  brought  the  Portuguefe,  and  fell  upon  the  town 
of  St.  Vincent,  where  he  plundered  the  king's  ma- 
gazines.    He  foon  perceived,  however,  that  thefe 
iiiccefTes,  inflead  of  ferving  to  flrengthen  his  efta- 
bliihment,  tended  only  to  the  ruin  of  it,  by  making 
it  an  object  (o  much  the  more  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  crown  of  Portugal.    He,  therefore,  very 
judicioufiy  removed  his  colony  to  the  ifland  of  St- 
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Catherine,  where  he  flattered  himfelf  the  Portuguefe 
would  not  be  in  fuch  hafte  to  purfue  him.  Yet  he 
made  no  long  flay  here. 

The  court  of  Spain  had  not,  in  the  mean  time, 
loil  fight  of  Paraguay,  though  the  news  of  all  the 
Spaniards,  that  were  fettled  in  the  country,  having 
been  either  killed  by  the  Indians,  or  obliged  to  de- 
fert  it,  joined  to  the  abfence  of  the  Emperor,  threw 
a  damp  upon  all  the  refolutions  taken  to  make  good 
his  claims  to  fo  defireable  an  acquifition. 

Bu  T  the  Emperor,  being  at  laft  returned  to  Ma- 
drid, began  to  think  ferioufly  of  forming  a  power- 
ful fettlement  on  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  and  the  prepara- 
tions made  for  it  greatly  furpalTed  thole  already 
made  to  eflablifh  colonies  in  any  other  part  of  Ame- 
rica. 

Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  great  cup-bearer  to  the 
Emperor,  was  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the 
expedition,  adelantade  and  governor,  and  captain- 
general  of  all  the  countries  that  might  be  difcovered 
as  far  as  the  South-fea,  on  condition  that  he  fhould 
tranfport  there,  in  two  voyages,  one  thoufand  men, 
and  one  hundred  horfes,  with  arms,  ammunition  and 
provifions  for  one  year,  the  whole  at  his  own  expence. 
He  was,  indeed,  permitted  to  make  eflablifhments 
in  any  part,  he  thought  proper,  of  the  lands  he  might 
difcover ;  and  gratified  with  a  penfion,for  life,  of  two 
thoufand  ducats,  with  leave,  befides,  to  levy  the  fame 
fum  on  the  produce  of  the  countries,  of  which  he 
was  appointed  governor.  The  other  conditions  were, 
that  of  three  fortreiles,  which  he  was  to  build  at  his 
own  expence,  he  Ihould  be  hereditary  Alcalde  ;  and 
Alguazil  major  of  that  where  he  might  think  proper 
to  fix  his  refidence;  that,  after  refiding  in  his  govern- 
ment for  three  years,  he  might  return  to  Spain,  and 
name  a  governor  to  fucceed  him,  who,  on  receiving 
his  commifiion,  fhould  be  entitled  to  the  fame  pre- 
rogatives he  himfelf  had  enjoyed  ;  that  though,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  the  Kings 
or  Indian  Caciques  taken  in  war,  were  to  pay 
their  ranfoms  into  the  exchequer  :  thefe  ranfoms 
fhould  be  diilributed  among  the  governor  and  the 
troops,  after  a  redudion  of  one- tenth  to  the  ufe  of 
his  majeily.  That,  in  cafe  any  treafures  belonging 
to  Caciques  killed  in  war  fhould  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards,  they  fhould  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween his  majelly  and  the  governor.  In  fine,  that 
the  governor  fhould  take  eight  religious  with  him, 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try, and  provide  all  the  pofls  with  phyficians, 
flirgeons,  and  medicines.  The  Emperor  then  charg- 
ed Mendoza's  confcience  with  all  the  vexations  and 
violences,  which  the  Indians  might,  through  his 
fault,  fuffer  from  the  Spaniards  ;  and  declared,  that 
their  converfion  being  what  he  had  moft  at  heart, 
he  would  iTiew  no  mercy,  to  thofe,  who  dared  to 
contradi(5l  his  intentions  in  that  refpedt. 

Orders  had  been  already  given  to  equip 
^535'  at  Cadiz,  a  fleet  of  14  fhips,  and  Don  Juan 
OiOrio,  an  Italian,  who  had  difbinguifhed  himfelf 
greatly  in  the  v/ars  of  Italy,  took  upon  him  the  com- 
mand of  it,  in  quality  of  lieutenant  toMendoza.  Such 
great  preparations,  and  the  reports  that  had  been 
fpreadof  the  richnefsof  the  countries  watered  by  the 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  attraded  fo  many  perfons,  even  of 
the  higheil  nobility,  that  the  firfh  armament,  inflead 
of  five  hundred  only,  the  number  originally  propofed, 
gonfiftcd  of  twelve  hundred  men,  araongfl  whom 
were  thirty  noblemen,  all  the  eldeft  fons  of  their 
families,  and  feveral  Fiemifh  officers.  In  a  word,  no 
Spanifh  colony  eflabiifhed  in  the  new  world  can 
boafh  fo  many  great  nnmes among  its  founders;  and 
the  pofterity  of  many  of  them  flill  fubfifts  in  Para- 
guay, efpecialiy  in  the  capital  of  the  province  of  that 
name.  This  fleet  put  to  fea  in  the  month  of  Au- 
guft,  1535,  being  in  the  feafon  fittefl  for  that  pur- 
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pofe,  as  fhips,  which  happen  not  to  arrive  at  the  Bay 
of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  before  the  end  of  March,  run  a 
great  rifk  of  coming  too  late  for  the  North  and 
North-eaft  winds,  and  being  overtaken  by  thofe 
from  the  oppofite  quarters,  which  oblige  them 
to  winter  in  Brazil. 

Mendoz  a's  fleet,  after  palling  the  line,  was  fur- 
prized  and  difperfed  by  a  terrible  ilorm.  Tlie  fliips, 
however,  commanded  by  his  brother,  Don  Diego 
de  Mendoza,  and  a  few  others,  happily  reached  the 
iilaiids  of  St.  Gabriel.  But  that  fhip  carrying  the 
Adelantade  himfelf,  and  all  the  reft,  were  obliged 
to  take  refuge  in  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where, 
on  bare  fufpicion  that  Oforio  intended  to  fupplant 
him,  he  very  bafely  procured  him  to  be  alTallinated. 
Though  the  Adelantade,  it  is  probable,  was  -ad- 
vifed  to  this  ftep  by  many,  who  were  jealous  of  Ofo- 
ri's  great  merit,  or  envied  him,  as  a  ftranger,  his 
high  pofh ;  a  great  many  others  were  fo  exafperated  at 
it,  that  fome  of  them  that  refolved  to  remain  in  Bra- 
zil, and  others  were  preparing  to  return  to  Spain, 
when  the  Adelantade,  having  received  notice  of 
their  defign,  immediately  put  to  fea,  to  prevent  their 
carrying  it  into  execution,  and  had  the  unmerited 
good  fortune  of  arriving  fafe  at  the  iflands  of  St. 
Gabriel.  Though  Don  Diego  de  Mendoza  was 
greatly  pleafed  at  feeing  his  brother,  he  was  fo  far 
from  entering  into  his  views,  in  regard  to  Don  John 
Oforio,  that  he  exprelTed  the  greatefl  concern  for 
what  had  happened,  and  even  made  no  fcruple  of  de- 
claring publickly,  that  he  was  greatly  afraid  fo 
unworthy  an  action  would  draw  down  a  judgment 
upon  his  brother  and  his  enterprize. 

The  fhips  being  now  united  between  the  iflands 
of  St.  Gabriel  and  the  weftern  banks  of  the  river, 
Don  Pedro,  thinking  the  neighbourhood  might  afford 
a  good  fituation  for  his  firft  fettlement,  lent  Don 
Sanchez  del  Campo  to  look  out  for  a  fure  and  con- 
venient 
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venient  fpot  for  that  piirpofe  -,  and,  this  officer  having 
found  one,  on  a  point  which  advances  into  a  river  to 
wards  the  North,  before  thecoaft  takes  a  turn  to  the 
Weft,  Mendoza  immediately  ordered  the  plan  of  a 
city  to  be  traced  out  there,  under  the  name  of  Nueffa 
Senora  de  Buenos  Ayres^  becaufe  the  air  here  is  very 
wholefom.  This  done,  every  man,  without  diftinc- 
tion,  immediately  put  his  hand  to  the  work,  fo 
that,  in  a  fhort  time,  all  were  conveniently  lodged. 
^  But  it  was  not  long  before  the  natives  of 
^ ^  '  the  country  gave  the  new  comers  great  reafon 
to  furpe(5l,  that  they  were  no  way  difpofed  to  favour 
this  eftablifhment  of  theirs  ;  therefore  as  provifions 
began  to  grow  fcarce,  the  Adelantade  fent  out  his 
brother  with  a  detachment  of  3000  men,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  fupply  by  force,  if  he  could  not  procure 
it  by  fair  means.  Some  noblemen  and  a  great  many 
gentlemen  would  likev/ife  ferve  as  volunteers  on  the 
occafion.  The  fecond  day  after  their  fetting  out, 
they  came  in  fight  of  a  body  of  about  3000 
Indians,  pofted  at  the  other  fide  of  a  little  river, 
which  falls  into  a  marlh,  and  which  it  was  requifite 
to  crofs.,  to  proceed  on  their  journey.  Moft  of  the 
Spaniards  were  for  w^aiting,  till  the  Indians  them- 
felves  fhould  crofs  the  river  j  but  Don  Diego  having 
direded  it  to  be  founded,  and  by  that  means  dif- 
covered  that  it  was  fordable,  gave  orders  for  palling 
it  without  any  further  delay.  The  troops  obeyed, 
but  the  firft  that  landed  were  furrounded  by  the 
Indians,  and  charged  with  fuch  fury,  that  they 
had  not  fo  much  time  as  to  form  themfelves.  Be- 
fides,  many  of  them  had  fufFered  their  arms  to  get 
wet  in  crolling  the  river,  fo  that  they  could  make  no 
ufe  of  them.  However,  a  great  number  of  thofe 
left  behind  fpeedily  arrived  to  fupport  them,  the 
Indians  were  repulfed  with  great  lofs.  But  their 
lofs  ferved  only  to  exafperate  them,  and  render 
them  ftill  more  furious.     The  Spaniards,  therefore, 
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\vere  at  lafl:  obliged  to  retreat.  Of  thofe  who  left 
Buenos  Ayres,  on  this  expedition,  not  above  150 
efcaped  the  field  of  battle ;  and  of  thefe  almoft  one 
half  died  of  fatigue,  or  of  their  wounds,  during  the 
retreat ;  many  lords  and  gentlemen,  and  among 
them  Don  Diego  de  Mendoza,  the  general  of  this 
little  army,  lofl  their  lives  on  this  occafion. 

The  fcarcity,which  had  prevailed  at  Buenos  Ayres 
for  fome  time  pafl,  was  now  changed  into  a  dread- 
ful famine ;  yet  Don  Pedro,  afraid  of  giving  the  In- 
dians a  habit  of  fpilling  Spanifh  blood,  forbid  the  in- 
habitants, under  pain  of  death,  to  go  into  the  fields 
in  fearch  of  relief.  But,  as  hunger  is  one  of  thofe  ex- 
tremities, which  make  people  blind  to  the  greateft 
danger,  and  deaf,  even  to  the  moil  facred  injunc- 
tions, he  placed  foldiers  at  all  the  out-lets  to  the 
country,  with  orders  to  fire  upon  thofe  who  fhould 
endeavour  to  tranfgrefs  his  orders.  A  woman,  how- 
ever, called  Maldonata  was  lucky  enough  to  elude  the 
vigilance  of  the  guards  ;  and  God  twice  preferved 
her  by  one  of  thofe  exertions  of  his  providence,  to 
which  public  notoriety  alone  can  extort  belief  from 
the  incredulous,  apt  to  take  offence  at  every  thing 
befide  the  common  courfe  of  things.  This  woman^ 
having  for  a  long  time  rambled  about  the  country, 
took  notice  of  a  cavern,  where  fhe  flattered  herfelf 
fhe  might  at  lafh  find  a  fure  retreat,  againfl  all  the 
dangers  that  threatened  her  :  but  fhe  had  fcarce  en- 
tered it,  when  fhe  fpied  a  lionefs,  the  fight  of  which 
terrified  her  to  the  lafh  degree.  She  was,  however, 
foon  quieted  a  little,  by  the  carefles  of  this  animal, 
at  the  fame  that  fhe  perceived  they  were  not  difm- 
terefted.  The  lionefs,  it  feems,  was  reduced  to  the 
lafl  extremity,  as,  though  her  term  for  littering  was 
expired,  (he  could  not  get  rid  of  her  burthen.  Mal- 
donata, upon  this,  took  courage,  and  gave  the  poor 
creature  the  affiilanGe  (he  feemed  fo  earneftly  to  re- 
quire. The  lionefs,  being  happily  delivered,  not  only 
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immediately  gave  her  benefadlrefs  the  mofl  renfible 
proofs  of  her  gratitude  ;  but  never  returned  from 
fearching  her  own  daily  fubfiflence,  without  laying, 
at  the  feet  of  Maldonata,  enough  for  her's,  till,  the 
whelps  being  llrong  enough  to  walk  abroad,  fhe  at 
lafl  took  them  out  with  her,  and  never  returned^ 
leaving  Maldonata  to  fhift  for  herfelf. 

Maldona  T  A  foon after  fell  into  the  hands  of  fome 
Indians,  who  made  a  fiave  of  her,  and  kept  her  in 
captivity  for  a  confiderable  time.  Being,  at  length, 
retaken  by  fome  Spaniards,  fhe  was  brought  back 
to  Buenos  Ay  res,  where  Don  Francis  Ruiz  de  Ga- 
lan  commanded  for  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  who 
happened  to  be  abfent.  Galan  was  a  man,  whofe 
feverity  often  degenerated  into  cruelty.  Therefore, 
as  he  knew  that  Maldonata  had  ftolen  out  of  the 
city,  contrary  to  orders,  and  did  not  think  her  fuf- 
ficiently  punilhed  by  a  very  long  and  very  cruel  lla- 
very,  he  condemned  her  to  death,  and  to  a  kind 
of  death,  which  no  man  but  a  tyrant  could  have 
thought  of.  He  ordered  fome  foldiers  to  take  he^ 
into  the  country,  and  there  leave  her  tied  to  a  tree, 
not  doubting  but  fome  wild  beafl  or  other  would 
foon  come  and  tear  her  to  pieces. 

Two  days  after,  the  fame  foldiers  being  fent  to 
fee  what  was  become  of  her,  they  were  greatly  fur-^ 
prized  to  find  her  alive  and  unhurt,  though  furround- 
ed  by  lions  and  tigers,  whom,  a  lionefs,  lying  at  her 
feet  with  her  whelps,  kept  at  a  diftance.  As  foon 
as  the  Lionefs  perceived  the  foldiers,  fhe  retired  a 
little,  as  it  were  to  give  them  leave  to  unbind  her 
benefadlrefs,  which  they  accordingly  did.  Maldo- 
nata then  related  to  them  the  hiflory  of  this  Lionefs, 
whom  fhe  knew  to  be  the  fame  fhe  had  formerly 
alTifted  ;  and  the  foldiers  remarked,  that,  on  their 
offering  to  carry  away  Maldonata,  the  lionefs  fawn- 
ed greatly  upon  her,  and  feemed  to  exprefs  fome 
concern  at  lofing  her.     On  the  report  the  foldiers 
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made  to  the  commander  of  what  they  had  feen,  he 
faw  that  he  could  not  but  pardon  a  woman,  whom 
heaven  had  proted\ed  in  fo  fignal  a  manner,  with- 
out appearing  more  inhuman  than  lions  themfelves. 
The  author  of  Argentina^  the  firil  author  to  re- 
late this  adventure,  affures  us,  that  he  had  heard  it, 
not  only  from,  the  publick  voice,  but  from  the 
mouth  of  Maldonata  herfelf ;  and  Father  del  Techo 
fays,  that,  when  he  arrived  at  Paraguay,  a  great 
many  peribns  fpoke  to  him  of  it,  as  an  event  which 
had  happened  within  their  memory,  and  of  which 
nobody  doubted  the  truth. 

1  SAID  that  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza  was 
^^''    abfent  from  Buenos  Ayres,  when  Maldonata 
was  brought  back  to  that  city.     He  had,  it  feems, 
fet  out  on  a  expedition  up  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  in 
quefb  of  a  remedy  againft  the  famine,  which  had  al- 
ready carried  off  200  fouls.     Having  ftopt  in  this 
excurfion  to  confider  the  ruins  of  Gabot's  tower,  he 
found  the  fituation  of  it  fo  very  advantageous,  that  he 
built  a  new  fort  there,  under  the  name  of  Good  Hope. 
Some  authors  mention  it  by  that  of  Corpus  Chrifti, 
But  his  chief  motive  for  making  this  new   efla- 
blifhment,  was,  his  being  told  by  Don  Juan  de  Ay- 
olas,  his  King's  lieutenant,  who  had  got  the  flart  of 
him  in  this  expedition,  that  he  might  be  always  fure 
of  pro^^ifions  among  the  Timbuez,  whom  this  officer 
had  the  good  fortune  of  reconciling  with  the  Spani- 
ards ;  or  at  leafl,  among  their  neighbours,  the  Cara- 
coes.'    Don  Juan  de  Ayolas  had  done  more.     He 
prudently  left  a  detatchment  under  Don  Francifco 
de  Alvarado,  at  the  place  where  the  fort  formerly 
flood.     Mendoza,  exceedingly  well  fatisfied  with 
his  lieutenant's  conduit,  ordered  him  to  continue  his 
navigation  up  the  river,  as  high  as  he  could  go, and 
gave  him  three  barks,  and  fifty  men,  for  that  purpofe. 
He,  likewife,  permitted  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de 
Irala,  and  fome  other   gentlemen,  to  accompany 
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Don  Juan,  recommending  to  him,  at  the  fam^ 
time,  to  tranfmit,  within  four  months,  an  account 
of  his  tranfadions  and  difcoveries,  if  he  could  not 
himlelf  return  with  it. 

Mendoza  had  not  as  yet  amafled  provifions 
enough  to  put  an  entire  flop  to  the  famine  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  where  it  was  attended  with  all  the  horrors  we 
fo  often  find  mentioned  in  hiflory  on  the  like  occa- 
fions.  But,  fome  time  after,  Don  Gonzalez  de  Men- 
doza, who  went  to  Brazil  in  quefl  of  a  fupply,  re- 
turned with  a  cargo,  and  was  foon  after  followed  by 
two  others,  with  Mofchera  and  all  his  colony  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Catherine,  befides  a  great  many  Brazi- 
lian families  that  had  taken  a  liking  to  him.  Thefe 
feafonable  fupplies  v/ere  of  great  fervice  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Buenos  Ayres.  But,  as  the  number  of  them 
was  at  the  fame  time  conliderably  increafed,  though 
not  enough  to  cover  their  country  labours  from  the 
infults  of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  who  feemedy 
from  day  to  day,  more  and  more  determined  to  ex- 
tirpate them,  there  was  the  greatefl  reafon  to  fear^ 
that  the  famine  would  fbon  break  out  again  with 
redoubled  fury. 

Don  Juan  de  Ayolas  having, on  his  fide,  pufhed  up 
the  river  as  far  as  the  place  where  the  city  of  the  Af~ 
fumption  was  afterwards  built,met  with  a  veryfriend- 
ly  reception  from  the  Guaranis^who  occupy  the  coun- 
try for  a  great  way  on  the  eaflern  banks  of  the  Pa- 
raguay, but  for  a  much  greater  way  inland,  even  as 
far  as  the  frontiers  of  Brazil.  They  even  filled  his 
vefTelg  with  provifions,  which  he  paid  for  in  goods 
which  he  had  taken  along  with  him  for  that  purpofe. 
He  then  advanced  to  the  latitude  of  20  degrees  40^ 
minutes,  where  he  difcovered,  to  the  right,  a  little 
port,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Candlemas-Fort. 
And,  as  the  Guaranis  had  afTured  him,  that  in  this 
latitude,  he  would,  by  marching  weflerly  over  land, 
meet  with  Indians  who  had  a  great  deal  of  gold 
and  filver,  he  refolved  to  go  in  (juefl  of  diem.     He 

therefore 
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therefore,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  put  afhore  oppofite 
to  Candlemas-Port,  to  which  he  fent  back  his  vef- 
fels  with  diredions  to  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de 
Irak,  to  whom  he  had  delagated  all  the  authority  he 
himfelf  had  received  from  Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza, 
to  wait  there  for  him  for  fix  months,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which,  he  might,  if  he  heard  nothing  of  him, 
take  what  courfe  his  own  difcretion  fhould  didtate  to 
him.  He,  likewife,  left,  at  Candlemas-Port,  a  fmail 
detachment  of  Spaniards,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Vergara.  But  all  thele  precautions  proved 
fruitlefs  ;  for,  Irala,  under  pretence  that  his  vefFels 
began  to  grow  leaky,  remained  at  Candlemas-Port 
but  four  months. 

It  is  probable,  that  Don  Juan  de  Ayolas  had  fent 
the  Adelentade  an  account  of  thefe  refolutions  and 
difpofitions  of  his  ;  but  that  his  letters  never  came 
to  hand.  At  laft,  the  want  of  news  from  him  gave 
Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza  great  uneafmefs,  as  Ayolas 
was  the  officer  of  the  whole  colony,  in  whom  he  had 
the  greatefl  confidence,  and  who  befl  deferved  it. 
He,  therefore,  difpatched  Don  Gonzales  de  Mendo- 
za, and  Don  Juan  de  Salazar,  to  know  what  was  be- 
come of  him  ;  and  fell  fick  a  few  days  after  their  de- 
parture. He  had  already  taken  a  refolution  to  re- 
turn to  Spain;  and,  as  foon  as  he  found  himfelf 
flrong  enough  to  bear  the  fea,  took  fhippmg,  with 
his  treafurer  Juan  de  Caceres.  He  left  Don  Fran- 
cis de  Galan  commander  at  Buenos  Ayres ;  and,  in 
virtue  of  the  power  he  had  received  from  the  Em- 
peror, named  Don  Juan  de  Ayolas  his  fuccefTor,  hav- 
ing firfl  appointed  him  his  heir  in  cafe  of  death. 
At  length,  he  put  to  fea,  with  a  heart  ready  to  buril 
with  defpair,  and  curfing  the  day  he  had  tranfported 
himfelf  to  ramble  after  a  chimera,  and  court  difho- 
nour  in  a  favage  country.  He  had  foon  as  much 
reafon  to  repent  his  attempting  to  return.  His  (hip 
had  fcarce  loft  fight  of  land,  when  all  the  elements 
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feemed  to  have  confpired  againfh  him.  One  da}', 
his  provifions  being  all  fpoiled  or  exhaiifled,  he 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  eat  of  a  bitch  that  was  preg- 
nant; and  her  infedled  flefh,  joined  to  the  chagrin 
that  inwardly  devoured  him,  brought  on  a  total  alie- 
nation of  his  fenfes,  which  foon  changed  to  a  phren- 
fy,  in  a  fit  of  which  he,  at  laft,  miferabiy  expired. 
J^        When  the  news  of  Mendoza's  death 

537  3  •  reached  Spain,  there  were  in  the  port 
of  Seville  two  fhips  fitted  out  on  his  account,  that 
waited  only  for  a  favourable  wind,  to  fail  to  his  af- 
fiilance ;  but,  thofe  who  had  advanced  the  money 
necellary  for  this  armament,  thought  proper  to  flop 
them,  not  knowing  who  they  lliould  apply  to  for 
their  reimburfement.  The  Emperor,  being  in- 
formed of  this  delay,  immediately  ordered,  that  the 
fhips  fhould  be  permitted  to  fail ;  gave  the  com- 
mand of  them  to  the  infpedlor  Alphonzo  Calrera ; 
and  added  a  galleon  loaded  with  ammunition  and 
arms,  under  the  command  of  Don  Lopez  de  Aguiar. 
His  majefty,  likewife,  delivered  Caceres  a  commif- 
fion  for  Don  Juan  de  Ayolas,  appointing  him  go- 
vernor and  captain-general  of  the  province  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata  ;  and  an  amnefby  for  all  thofe  who  had 
eat  human  flerti ;  an  abomination  feveral  had  been 
driven  to,  during  the  late  famine  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  to  avoid  puhifhment,  had  taken  refuge  among 
the  Indians.  Six  Francifcan  Friars  v/ere,  likewife, 
fent  on  board  the  galleon,  and  fupplied  by  the  Em- 
peror with  every  thing  requifite  for  the  exercife  of 
their  miniftry.  But,  though  this  convoy  failed  from 
Cadiz  towards  the  end  of  1537,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  arrive  at 
Buenos  Ayres  till  the  year  1539. 

o         During  this  interval,  Don  Gonzales  de 

^^  '  Mendoza,  and  Don  Juan  de  Salazar,  whom 
the  deceafed  governor  had  fent  in  quefl  of  Don  Juan 
de  Ayolas,  arrived  at  Candlemas-Port,  without  being 
able  to  procure  any  intelligence  of  him ;  but  they 

were 
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were  Informed  that   Irala  was    among  the  favages 
of  the   neighbourhood,  where   they,   accordirg'y, 
found    him.       They    then    made    with    him    a 
great  many   excurfions  and   enquiries  after   Doii 
Avolas  ;  but  all  to  no   purpofe.     Upon  this,  they 
fa'ilened  to  a  tree,  at  Candlemas-Port,  a  paper  to  in- 
form Don  Juan,  in  cafe  he  fhould  happen  to  come 
that  way,  of  every  thing  it  was  proper  he  fhould 
know  ;  and,  above  all  things,  to  put  him  upon  his 
guard  againil  the  Payaguas.     This  advice  was  the 
more  necelTary,  as  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  more  dan- 
gerous nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  fnice  they  co- 
ver the  mofl:  favage  difpofitions,  with  the  moil  en- 
gaging manners,  and  never  make  greater  protefta- 
tions  of  friendfhip,  than  when  they  aretreacheroufly 
meditating  fome  mifchief.  They  are,  befides,  fo  ex- 
pert at  contriving  means  to  execute  their  dark  pur- 
pofes,  that  it  is  no  wonder  numbers  have  been  de- 
ceived by  them,  till  a  great  many  tragical  events 
had  difcovered  their  cruelty  and  craftinefs.     Thefe 
Barbarians  have  no  fixed  habitation,  but  are  to  be 
found  every  where  on  both  fides  of  the  Paraguay, 
and  on  the  river  itfelf,  where  they  carry  on  a  con- 
tinual piracy. 

Mendoza  and  Salazar,  afcer  having  Candlemas- 
Port,  fell  down  the  Paraguay  to  the  mouth  of  the 
moil  northern  branch  of  the  Pilco  Mayo  into  that 
river,  in  the  latitudeof  25  degrees  and  fome  minutes ; 
where,  having  taken  notice  of  a  port  formed  by  a 
cape  that  runs  South  into  the  Paraguay,  from  the 
eaftern  banks  of  it,  they  were  fo  taken  with  the 
conveniency  of  its  fituation,  that  they  built  a  fort 
there,  which  in  a  very  fhort  time  grew  into  a  city  ; 
and  is,  at  this  day,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Pa- 
raguay. This  place  lies  mid- way  between  Peru  and 
Brazil,  and  at  three  hundred  leagues  from  Cape  St. 
Mary.  Its  founders  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Af- 
fumption,  which  it  ilill  retains. 
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Mendoza  remained  here,  while  Salazar  fet  out 
for  Buenos  Ayres,  which  he  found  reduced  to  the 
lafl  extremity.  The  famine  had  again  broke  out 
there,  and  was  arrived  at  the  greatefl  height.  Befides 
Galan  was  fo  univerfally  detefted,  that  all  the  inhabi- 
tants would  have  deferted  it,  but  for  fear  of  becom- 
ing the  prey  of  wild  beafls,  or  of  the  Barbarians  who 
furrounded  them.  Salazar's  arrival,  therefore,  gave 
them  great  joy,  which  was  confiderably  increafed  at 
the  fight  of  the  three  veflels  from  Spain,  under  Cal- 
rera,  which  came  to  anchor  there  two  or  three  days 
after.  As  Salazar  reported,  that  there  was  no  fear- 
city  of  provifions  at  the  AlTumption,  Galan  and  Cal- 
rera  refolved  to  go  there  themfelves  to  obtain  a  fup- 
ply  ;  and  thelirf]:,having  declared  that  he  would  take 
with  him  a  party  of  foldiers,  both  thofe  he  picked 
out  for  that  purpofe,  and  thole  he  left  behind,  were 
equally  overjoyed  ;  the  fir  ft  at  the  profpedt  of  foon 
getting  into  a  country  where  there  was  no  danger 
of  ftarving  ;  and  thelaft,  at  the  thoughts  of  being  rid 
of  a  commander,  whofe  feverity  they  thought  equal 
to  any  other  fcourge. 

Bu  T  the  firft  were  greatly  difappointed,  when,  on 
their  arrival  at  the  Aflumption,  after  a  great  many 
dangers  and  fatigues,  they  found  the  fame  fcarcity 
there,  they  had  efcaped  at  Buenos  Ayres.  Salazar, 
hov/ever,  could  not  be  accufed  of  having  impofed 
upon  them,  as  it  was  on  the  ftrength  of  the  good 
difpofition  of  the  Indians  towards  the  Spaniards,  he 
had  flattered  them  with  the  expedlation  of  plenty; 
and  this  good  difpofi  tion  had  been  rendered  of  no  effedl 
by  locufts,  which  had  devoured,  in  the  grafs,  all  the 
feed  the  former  had  fown ;  fo  that  the  commander  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  who  had  reinforced  his  efcort  with 
half  the  garriibn  of  the  fort  of  Good  Hope,  found 
himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  making  all  the  hafte  he 
could  back,  for  fear  of  increafing  a  famine  in  a 
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place,  in  which  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes 
of  enjoying  the  bleflings  of  plenty. 

At  his  arrival  at  the  fort  of  Good  Hope, 

•^^"'  he  vented  his  fpleen  upon  the  Indians  in  the 
neighbourhood,  called  Caracoas  ;  who  had,  it  feems, 
been  accufed  to  him  of  having  favoured  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Spaniards.  Without  examining  whether 
the  charge  was  true  or  falfe,  he  refolved  to  make 
them  feel  the  fmart  of  his  refentment.  He  commu- 
nicated his  defign  to  Don  Francis  de  Alvarado, 
commander  of  the  fort,  and  fome  other  officers,  who 
omitted  nothing  to  diiTuade  him  from  fo  bafe  a  pro- 
ceeding ;  but  it  was  all  to  no  purpofe  :  and,  as  he 
was  unwilling  to  engage  in  a  war,  which  might  delay 
him  too  long,  and  perhaps  cofl  him  a  great  many 
men,  he  made  no  fcruple  of  adding  treachery  to 
injullice.  After  treating  the  Caracoas  in  the  moft 
friendly  manner,  he  one  morning  at  day  break 
fell  upon  them  when  they  leaft  thought  of  it ;  fet  fire 
to  their  cabins  ;  carried  ofFa  great  many  of  their  wo- 
men and  children,  whom  he  diflributed  among  his 
foldiers  ;  and  then  reimbarked  with  Alvarado,  who, 
it  is  probable,  did  not  chufe  to  remain  in  a  fort,  which 
he  forefaw  would  foon  be  attacked  by  all  the  Indians 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Don  Antonio  Mendoza  was 
left  to  command  in  his  ftead  with  1 00  foldiers. 

This  perfidious  behaviour  immediately  awakened 
in  the  hearts  of  the  Timbuez,  all  their  ancient  ani- 
mofity  againfl  the  Spaniards  ;  and  they  refolved  to 
rid  themfelves  effedtually  of  a  nation,  whofe  promifes 
they  imagined  could  never  be  fafely  relied  upon. 
To  be  the  furer  of  their  flroke,  they  pretended  an 
expedition  againft  fome  other  Indians,  who,  they 
gave  out,  were  as  much  the  enemies  of  the  Spani- 
ards, as  their  own  ;  and  then  applied  for  afliilance  to 
Don  Antonio  Mendoza,  who  had  the  imprudence  to 
give  them  half  his  garrifon,  under  the  command  of 
Alphonfo  Suarez  de  Figueroa.     The  Timbuez  re- 
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ceived  this  reinforcement  with  great  marks  of  grati- 
tude ;  and,  that  very  day,  the  army  began  its  march ; 
but  the  Spaniards  were  fcaree  advanced  a  league, 
v/hen  they  were  fuddenly  attacked,  i)ehind,  by  a  body 
of  their  pretended  allies,  that  lay  in  ambufh  for  that 
purpofcj  and  in  front,  by  thofev/hoconduded  them. 
They  fought,  however,  with  the  greatefb  bravery  ; 
but  were,  at  laft,  overpowered  by  numbers,  fo  that 
not  a  fmgle  man  of  them  efcaped. 

The  Timbuez  now  flattered  themfelves,  that  they 
fhould  have  no  difficulty  in  reducing  thofe  that  re- 
mained in  the  fort ;  and  immediately  inveflied  it  with 
the  mofh  hideous  Ibouts.  Mendoza,  judging  that 
nothing  but  a  defperate  flroke  could  fave  him.,  made 
a  faily  upon  the  Barbarians,  in  hopes  of  cutting  his 
way  through  them  ;  but  he  lofl  his  braveft  men  in 
the  attempt,  and  himfelf  received  a  vound  that  dif- 
abled  him.  He  v/as,  however,  fortunate  enough  to 
regain  the  fort,  where  he  had  almofl  given  himfelf 
up  for  lofl,  when,  happily,  two  Spanifh  brigantines 
anchored  before  it.  The  commanders  of  thefe  vef- 
fels  foon  perceived  that  it  was  befieged  ;  and,  as  they 
had  been  fent  by  Galan,  whom  his  confcience  re- 
proached with  his  treachery  to  the  Caracoas,  and 
who  began  to  reflecft,  though  a  little  too  late,  on  the 
evil  confequences  that  might  attend  it,  they  imme- 
diately landed  fome  men  to  relieve  the  place.  The 
Timbuez,  on  dieir  fide,  at  the  fight  of  the  brigan- 
tines, made  their  iafc  effort  to  carry  it  -,  but  the 
men  that  were  landed,  fuppcrted  by  fome  difcharges 
of  cannon  from  the  brigantines,  obliged  them,  at 
iaft,  to  retire  v  ith  confiderable  lofs. 

Some  days  after  this,  Don  Anthony  de  Mendoza 
.d)/ing  of  his  wounds,  the  officer  who  commanded 
tile  brigantines,  feeing  no  appearance  of  being  able 
to  preferve  the  fort  of  Good  Hope,  thought  proper 
to  demoli fh  it,  and  take  on  board  the  miierable  re- 
mains of  the  ganifon:  That  of  the  AfTj-mpiion  was 

in 
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in  pretty  good  condition,  and  Irala  continued  to  take 
a  great  deal  of  pains  to  get  intelligence  of  the  gover- 
nor. At  lafl,  after  making  a  great  many  excur- 
fions  to  very  little  purpofe,  he  returned  to  Candle 
mas-Port.  But,  though  he  could  hear  nothing  of 
Don  Ayolas,  the  writing  which  he  had  left  there  for 
him,  was  no  longer  to  be  foimd.  He  then  remount- 
ed the  river  ;  returned  to  the  Payaguas,  where  he 
ran  a  great  many  riflvs,  and  was  even  wounded  in  a 
fkirmifh.  At  length,  one  evening,  as  he  lay  an- 
chored at  a  good  diftance  from  the  fhore,  he  heard 
a  voice,  calling  to  him  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
river. 

He  immediately  fent  off  fome  men,  in  a  canoe,  to 
the  place  from  whence  it  came,  where  they  found 
an  Indian,  who  defired  to  be  conduced  to  the  cap- 
tain. As  this  Indian  was  alone  and  unarmed,  they 
readily  complied  with  his  requefb.  Irala  having 
afl^ed  him  what  nation  he  belonged  to,  he  anfwered 
to  the  Chanes^  inhabitants  of  the  plains  j  and  that  he 
wanted  to  meet  fome  Spaniards  to  inform  them  of 
the  fate  of  one  of  their  greateft  captains,  called 
Ayolas.  At  pronouncing  this  name,  a  flood  of  tears 
flopped  his  voice,  which,  after  a  little  paufe,  re- 
peated fighs  again  interrupted,  till  at  length  being  a 
little  come  to  himfelf,  he  made  a  fhift  to  give  the 
following  account. 

"Captain  Ayolas,  on  his  arrival  among  us,  com- 
municated to  our  Cacique  his  defign  of  penetrating 
further,  in  order  to  difcover  whence  fome  Indians 
had  got  the  gold  and  filver,  that  had  been  found 
among  them.  As  he  was  but  badly  efcorted  to  un- 
dertake fo  long,  fo  painful,  and  v/ithal  fo  dangerous 
a  journey,  our  Cacique  gave  him  a  reinforcement. 
He  then  fet  out  \  and,  at  lafl,  after  many  fkirmiflies 
with  the  Indians,  he  found  out  wliat  he  was  come 
in  queft  of.  On  his  arrival  on  the  frontiers  of  Peru, 
he  was  pretty  well  received  by  the  Indians  he  met 
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there  :,  and,  indeed,  he  deferved  it  by  his  an^iiable  be- 
haviour, and  the  good  order  he  maintained  amorig 
thofe  he  brought  v/ith  him.   At  length,  he  returned 
back  to  our  country,  loaded  with  gold  and  filver  •, 
and  our  Cacique  made  him  a  prefent  of  fome  more. 
He  then  told  us,  that  he  intended  to  join  his  coun- 
trym.en,  whom  he  had  left  with  his  barks  on  the  Pa- 
raguay, and  then  return  with  a  greater  efcort.  Up- 
on this,  our  Cacique  ordered  feveral  of  his  fubjeds 
to  afiifl  him  in  tranfporting  his  treafures  to  the  ri- 
ver, and  I  was  of  the  number.  We  croiTed  vafl  de- 
ferts  to  avoid  meeting  with  fome  nations  he  fufped- 
ed  ;  and,  at  lafb,  arrived  at  the  place  where  he  ha4 
hft  his  barks  ;  but  they  were  no  longer  to  be  found. 
However,  w^e  thought  proper  to  remain  with  him 
fom.e  days  longer,  in  liopes  he  might,   at  leaft,  get 
fome  intelligence  of  them.    In  the  mean  time,  fome 
Indians,  allies  of  the  Payaguas,  after  having  feafled 
us  with  their  game,  invited  us  to  take  fome  repofe 
among  their  friends  -,  but  this  was  only  a  fnare  laid 
by  the  traitors  to  deceive  the  Spaniards,  who  never 
fufpcdcd  it  i    for,  when  they  had  brought  us  into 
fome  marfhes,  where  our  march  was  attended  with 
great  difficulty,  the  Payaguas,  whom  they  had  in- 
formed of  their  defigns,  fell  fuddenly  upon  us,  and 
maliacred  the  Spaniards.  Many  of  my  countrymen, 
likewife,  loft  their  lives  ;  and  I,  and  all  the  reft  were 
made  fiaves.    Captain  Ayolas  had  happily  made  his 
efcape,  and  hid  himfelf  among  fome  bufhes  ;    but 
they  foon  difcovered  him,  and  conduced  him  to  an 
ifland,  where  they  put  him  to  a  much  more  cruel 
death,  than  they  had  done  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards. 
Some  tim.e  after,  I  was  happy  enough  to  make  my 
efcape,  and  have  been  ever  fmce  roving  about  to 
meet  with  Spaniards,    and  inform  them  of  thefe 
events." 

Ir  ALA  would  have  been  very  glad  to  chaftife  the 
Payaguas  for  their  perfidy,  and  recover  the  trea- 

fure 
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fare  that  had  been  both  their  inducement  to  com- 
mit it,  and  their  reward  when  committed  ;  but  the 
overflowing  of  the  river  would  not  allow  him  to  fol- 
low them  into  their  retreats  ;  and,  befides,  he  had 
fcarce  a  man  left,  that  was  not  either  fick,  or  ex- 
haufted  with  fatigue.  Himfelf,  had  not  entirely 
got  the  better  of  his  wounds ;  and,  though  he  had 
had  fomething  more  prelling  to  take  up  his  thoughts, 
he,  therefore,  made  the  belt  of  his  way  to  the  Af- 
fumption,  which  already  began  to  wear  the  face  of 
a  city,  and  where  mofl  of  his  officers  had  taken  up 
their  refidence.  Thefe  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
were  refpeded  as  the  conquerors  of  Paraguay.  The 
difpatches  from  the  court  gave  them  that  title.  They 
even  formed,  for  a  long  time,  the  council  oi  the  pro- 
vince ;  and  the  Emperor,  in  mofl  of  his  letters  to 
the  governors  and  commanders,  ordered  them  to 
undertake  nothing  without  their  advice.  We  have 
feen,  that  Don  John  de  Ayolas  had  delegated  all  his 
authority  to  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irak,  for 
the  time  he  fhould  be  abfent ;  and  this  ofHcer  made 
no  doubt  of  his  being  acknowledged  as  governor 
general  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  till  the 
Emperor  fhould  have  named  another  ;  nor  did  any 
one  at  the  AfTumption  think  proper  to  difpute  this 
title  with  him. 

Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  mean  time,  was  everyday 
lofing  its  inhabitants ;  for  the  lafl  provifions  arrived 
there  from  Spain  having  been  foon  confumed,  a  third 
f^ine  enfued,  equally  violent  with  either  of  the 
two  former.  Such  of  the  inhabitants,  as  took  re- 
fuge among  the  Indians,  were  maffacred  by  the  Cba^ 
ruas^  who  infefled  the  whole  country.  At  length  Ga- 
len andCalrera  refolvedto  repair  to  the  AfTumption, 
and  as  many  of  the  inhabitants,  as  could  find  room 
in  their  vefTels,  thought  proper  to  accompany  them. 
Galan,  finding,  on  his  arrival,  Irak  not  univerfaliy 
acknowledged  as  governor-general,   immediately 

declared 
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declared  himfelf  one  of  his  competitors.  But  Calrera 
foon  put  an  end  to  the  competition,  by  producing  a 
fchedule  figned  by  the  Emperor,  and  v/hich  his 
Imperial  Majefty  himfelf  had  delivered  him. 

This  inftrument,  which  was  dated  the  12th  of 
September,  1537,  imported,  that,  in  cafe  the  per- 
fon,  who  might  have  been  appointed  by  Don  Pedro 
de  Mendoza,  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  fhould  be 
dead  without  naming  a  fucceflbr,  and  the  founders 
and  conquerors  of  the  province  had  not  themfelves 
put  one  in  his  place,^  he  fhould  aflemble  them,  and 
make  them  take  an  oath  to  elecft  him,  whom  they 
iliould,  m  their  confcience,  think  befr  qualified  for 
fuch  an  important  employment ;  that  he  fhould  fee, 
that  the  perfbn  eieded  by  a  plurality  of  voices  was 
iiniverfally  acknowledged  by  the  reft ;  and  obeyed,  as 
one  invefled  Vv  ith  the  Emperor's  authority.  Calrera 
then  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  this  commifiion  ; 
and  Dominick  Martinez  de  Irak,  who  had  already 
for  him  the  votes  of  mofl  of  the  eledors,  was  una- 
nimouily  proclaimed  governor  and  commander  ge- 
neral, till  his  m.ajefly  fhould  be  pleafed  to  name 
another. 

Calrera,  before  he  difmiiTed  the  eledors,  pro- 
pofed  to  them  the  abandoning  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
where  it  was  evident,  he  faid,  by  many  years  ex- 
perience, that  it  was  impollible  to  lubfifl,  till  the 
Spaniards  fhould  be  better  able  to  command  the  ref- 
ped  of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and  obtain  pro- 
vifions  from  them.  The  lentiments  of  the  aflembly 
were  divided  on  this  head,  feveral  reprefented  the 
necefTity  of  having  a  port  for  the  reception  of  veffels 
from  Spain,  and  how  much  the  city  of  the  Affumption 
itfelf,  fituated  at  300  leagues  from  the  fea,  v/as  likely 
to  fuffer  if  no  fhips  were  to  arrive  from  thence.  To 
this  the  governor  anfwered,  that  it  would  be  an  eafy 
matter  to  eftabiifh  a  communication  with  Peru ;  and 

he 
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he  had  art  enough  to  perfuadc  a  great  many,  that 
they  might  eafily  procure  from  thence  all  the  aflifl- 
ance  they  could  ftand  in  need  of.  No  one,  at  firft, 
fufpe^led,  though  it  appeared  foon  after,  that  ail  the 
governor  aimed  at  by  this  alternative,  was  to  render 
himfelf  independent ;  as,  in  cafe  it  took  place,  no 
orders  from  court  could  reach  him,  but  very  late, 
and  with  great  difficuhy ;  and,  when  they  did,  he 
•could  eafily  find  pretences  for  eluding  them,  fhould 
they  prove  any  way  difagreeable  to  him. 

The  council,  therefore,  aiTented  to  this  plan, 
and  Don  Diego  d'Abreu  was  charged  with  the  exe- 
cution of  it.  As  to  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
nothing  could  equal  the  joy  exprefled  by  them,  at 
the  news  of  fuch  a  refolution.  It  proved  equally 
agreeable  to  the  equipage  of  a  Genoefe  lliip,  which, 
on  its  voyage  to  Peru  with  a  cargo  worth  fifty 
thoufand  ducats,  had  been  firfl  flopped  by  contrary 
winds  at  the  entrance  into  the  ftreights  of  Magel- 
lan ;  and,  having  afterwards  put  into  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  had  the  misfortune  of  being  wrecked  there, 
on  a  fand-bank  pretty  near  Buenos  Ayres,  beyond 
a  poilibility  of  faving  any  part  of  the  cargo.  The 
men  efcaped  the  danger  of  being  drowned,  but  'it 
was  only  to  fall  into  that  of  being  ftarved.  There 
were  on  board  this  fhip  feveral  Italian  gentlemen, 
whofe  poflerity,  it  is  probable,  fbill  fubfill  in  Para- 
guay ;  at  leafl,  we  fliall  have  occafion  to  mention 
fome  of  them  in  the  courfe  of  this  hifhory.  The 
principal  were  Don  Anthony  de  Aquino,  Don  Tho- 
mas Rizo,  and  Don  John  Baptifl  Trochi. 

The  governor  took  care  to  fend  a  plentiful  con- 
voy of  provifions  to  meet  the  tranfmigrants  ;  and, 
as  foon  as  they  were  all  lodged  in  the  AiTumption, 
he  furrounded  it  with  a  palifadoe  ;  eflabliflied  a  po- 
lice in  it ;  and  took  a  lift  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
were  found  to  amount  to  fix  hundred  men,  befides 
women  and  children.     Some  time  after  this,  being 

defirous 
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defirous  of  giving  the  Indians,  many  of  v/hom  had 
been  already  baptized  by  the  Francifcan  friars,  a 
grand  idea  of  the  chriftian  religion,  he  bethought 
himfelf,  for  that  purpofe,  of  a  general  proceflion ; 
and,  accordingly,  appointed  one  for  the  Holy 
Thurfday  following,  in  commemoration  of  our  Sa- 
viour's paflion.  He  then  invited  all  the  Indians  of 
the  neighbourhood  to  be  prefent  at  this  ceremony  ; 
but,  as  the  bad  ufage  which  the  Spaniards  had  al- 
ready begun  to  give  them,  had  not  infpired  them 
with  any  great  affedion  for  fuch  maflers  ;  and  ma- 
ny of  them,  befides,  had  embraced  the  gofpel 
merely  through  interefl  or  fear,  few  of  them  came, 
but  in  hopes  of  finding  an  opportunity  to  (hake  off 
a  yoke,  which,  from  day  to  day,  was  growing  more 
heavy  and  infupportable.  It  is  faid,  there  came  no 
lefs  than  eic^ht  thouland  of  them  to  behold  this  ce- 
remony,  without  any  other  arms  than  their  bows  and 
arrows,  without  which,  it  was  well  known,  they  ne- 
ver appeared  any  where.  But  they  knew,  that  thefe 
arms  alone  were  fufficient  to  execute  their  defigns, 
as  they  knew  the  Spaniards  v/ere  to  appear  on  the 
occafion,  bare  fhouldered  ^  and  with  no  arms  but 
fcourges,  and  thefe  to  be  entirely  employed  on  their 
bodies.  And  now  the  proceiTion  was  going  to  fet 
out,  when  an  Indian  woman,  fervant  to  Salazar, 
who  had  always  ufed  her  with  great  kindnefs,  enter- 
ed his  room  ^  and,  feeing  him  ready  to  fally  forth  in 
the  equipage  of  a  flagellant,  told  him,  with  tears  in 
her  eyes,  that  fhe  was  heartily  concerned  to  fee  him 
thus  preparing  for  deflrud^ion ;  and,  upon  his  pref- 
fmg  her  to  explain  herfelf,  led  him  into  the  whole 
affair.  He,  therefore,  ran  diredlly  to  inform  the 
governor  of  what  he  had  fo  feafonably  difcovered  ; 
and  the  governor  immediately  took  the  only  courfe 
fuch  critical  circumflances  admitted. 

He  pretended  he  had  juft  received  intelligence, 
that  the  Japiges,  who  had  lately  declared  againfl 

the 
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the  Spaniards,  were  almoft  at  the  gates  of  the  city ; 
and,  after  difpatching  private  orders  to  all  the  inha- 
bitants to  arm  themi'elves,  he  fent  to  all  the  princi- 
pal chiefs  of  the  Indians,  to  beg  they  would  diredtly 
repair  to  his  houfe,  and  aflifh  him  with  their  advice. 
They  accordingly  came,  not  fufpedting  any  defign 
againft  them  -,  and,  as  fafl  as  they  entered,  were 
fettered  and  Ihut  up  in  feparate  rooms,  till,  all  being 
arrived,  he  acquainted  them  with  the  intelligence 
he  had  received  of  their  treacherous  defigns,  and 
condemned  them  to  be  hanged.  The  fentence  was 
immediately  executed,  in  fight  of  the  great  number 
of  Indians  afTembled  about  the  city,  who,  feeing  all 
the  Spaniards  under  arms,  not  only  remained  very 
quiet,  but  publicly  acknowledged  they  had  likewife 
deferved  death ;  adding,  that,  if  the  Spaniards 
would  but  pardon  them,  they  fhould  have  no  reafon 
to  repent  their  indulgence.  They  afterwards  made 
an  offer  of  wives  to  fuch  of  the  Spaniards,  as  were 
not  yet  provided  with  any ;  and  their  offer  was  ac- 
cepted. The  Indian  women,  whom  the  Spaniards 
married  on  this  occafion,  proved  fruitful,  and  toler- 
ably agreeable  in  their  manners  and  behaviour; 
which  afterwards  induced  a  great  many  other  Spa- 
niards to  contrad  alliances  of  the  fame  kind.  Some 
of  them  have  fmce  married  Negreffes  -,  and  this  is 
the  reafon,  why  there  are  now  fo  many  Meztizzoes 
and  Mulottoes  in  this  part  of  America, 

As  the  Emperor,  in  the  mean  time,  re- 
^^^^'  ceived  no  news  from  Paraguay,  and,  for  that 
reafon,  could  no  longer  doubt  of  Ayolas's  death, 
his  Majefly  began  to  think  ferioufly  of  giving  it 
another  chief,  and  fuch  further  affillance  as  it  might 
be  fuppofed  to  require.  But  the  queftion  was,  to 
find  a  man  willing  to  contribute  to  the  expence  of 
a  confiderable  armament,  after  the  difappointments 
Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza  had  met  with.  Charles  V. 
however,  was  not  long  at  a  lofs  for  one.  Don  Al- 
varez 
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varez  Nunez  de  Vera  Cabeca  de  Vaca  offered  ta 
lay  out  on  the  occafion  eight  thoufand  ducats,  be- 
ing all  he  was  worth  in  the  world  ;  and  his  offer 
was  immediately  accepted. 

It  is  very  furprizing,  that  a  man,  in  whom  pro- 
bity, prudence,  piety,  and  the  moft  difinterelled 
zeal  for  the  true  honour  of  his  fovereign,  were  emi  - 
nently  confpicuous,  fhould  not  have  proved  a  blef- 
fmg  to  Paraguay  ;  and  that  his  great  merit  Hiould 
have  ferved  only  to  ruin  him,  and  expoie  him  to 
the  mofl  injurious  treatment.  His  virtues  had  al- 
ready undergone  fome  very  fevere  trials,  in  a  voyage 
he  made  to  America  in  1528,  as  treafurer  to  the 
fquadron  of  Pamphile  de  Narvaez,  whofe  enterprize 
had  been  but  one  continued  iffue  of  misfortunes ; 
his  vefiels  were  difperfed  by  a  florm ;  and,  that 
which  carried  Don  Alvarez,  having  been  wrecked 
on  the  coafl  of  New  Spain,  the  whole  crew  were 
made  flaves  by  the  natives.  But  Don  Alvarez  foon 
attracted  the  refpedl  of  thefe  barbarians,  efpecially 
by  the  great  number  of  cures  he  performed,  which 
made  fuch  an  impreiTion  upon  them,  that  they  could 
hardly  be  withheld  from  paying  him  divine  honours. 
The  Spaniards  themfelves,  on  account  of  his  ex- 
emplary condudl,  confidered  many  of  thefe  cures 
as  altogether  miraculous.  Don  Alvarez,  on  his  re- 
turn to  Spain,  maintained  the  reputation  he  had  fo 
juflly  acquired,  fo  that  the  Emperor  accepted  his 
offers  with  great  pleafure.  His  Majefty  appointed 
him  Adelantade  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  governor  and 
captain- general  of  that  province ;  on  condition,  how- 
ever, that  he  fhould  not  aifume  the  two  lafl  tides, 
till  he  had  received  certain  intelligence  of  Ayolas's 
death,  under  whom  he  was  to  adl  merely  as  his  lieu- 
tenant, in  cafe  this  governor  fhould  be  fhill  living.  * 

In 

*  The  dignity  of  Adelantade  is  merely  civil,  and  does  not 
entitle  the  perfon  invefted  with  it  to  the  firft  place,  but  in 

the 
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In  the  infhniclions  which  the  Emperor  gave  Don 
Alvarez,  he  charged  him,  above  all  things,  not  to 
tolerate  any  lavi^yers  or  attorneys  in  his  govern- 
ment, being  convinced,  he  laid,  by  experience,  that 
law-fuits  tended  greatly  to  retard  the  progrefs  of 
colonies.  He,  next,  ordered  him  to  take  care,  that 
the  Spaniards,  who  iliould  cultivate  the  lands  mark- 
ed out  for  them  for  twenty-live  years  fuccellively, 
fhould  be  confidered  as  the  proprietors  of  fuch 
lands  ;  *  and  that  all  fhould  have  liberty  to  trade 
with  the  natives,  and  return  to  Spain,  when  they 
thought  proper.  He,  likewife,  declared,  that  it  was 
his  intention.  Alcaldes  fhould  be  appointed  in  every 
town  for  the  adminiilration  ofjullice;  that  no  fett- 
ler  fhould  be  profecuted  for  debt  for  the  firfi:  four 
years  after  his  arrival  in  the  country,  nor  pay,  during 
the  two  lirll  any  import  duties,  or  any  of  the  im- 
ports comjprehended  under  the  nam^e  of  Almajarif- 
fnzgo  ;  that  the  privilege  of  recufation  and  appeal 
to  the  King's  council  fhould  be  inviolably  main- 
tained ;  that  no  one  fhould  be  hindered  from  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  his  Majefty's  juflice,  or  from  wri- 
ting to  him ;  that  in  criminal  caufes,  where  the 
accufed  appealed  to  the  council,  the  proceedings 
prefcribed  in  that  cafe  by  the  common  law  fhould 
take  place  ;  that  in  regard  to  thofe,  who  died  intef- 
tate  or  without  heirs,  the  regulations  added  to  thefe 
in  fir  U(ft  ions  fhould  be  pun(^l:ually  complied  with; 
that  Don  Alvarez  fliould  decide  nothing  precipi^ 
tately,  or  without  advice ;  and  take  care  that  the  fu*- 
baltern  commanders  and  judges  adled  with  equal 
caution  ;  that  he  fhould  not  permit  the  intereft  of 
money  to  exceed  a  caftillan,  t  or  the  King's  fifth  to 

be 

the  council  for  civil  affairs,  and  the  courts  of  juftice  ;  fo  that, 
in  the  army,  an  Adelantade  may  a6t  as  a  fubaltern  officer. 

*  This  confelTion,  if  it  may  be  called  one,  feeras  better 
calculated  to  tire  the  patience  of  new  fettlers  than  animate 
their  induftry. 

t  A  piece  of  gold  worth  about  three  fhillings. 
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be  levied  upon  any  thing  but  gold  or  filver ;  thatL 
commons  for  cattle  fhould  be  every  where  laid  out  y 
in  fine,  that  the  ordinary  Alcaldes  fhould  be  allow- 
ed to  decide  all  fuch  cauies,  as  it  was  ufual  to  carry 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  Scinta  Hermandad.  * 

Don  Alvarez  had  no  fooner  received  his  dif- 
patches,  than  he  repaired  to  Seville,  where  he  pur- 
chafed  two  fhips,  one  of  three  hundred  tons,  and  the 
other  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  with  two  caravals  ; 
and  embarked  on  the  four  vellels  400  foldiers  doubly 
^rmed,  who  had  very  chearfully  offered  to  follow 
his  fortunes.  From  Seville  he  repaired  with  his  lit- 
tle fleet  to  Cadiz,  and  from  thence  put  to  fea  the 
beginning  of  November.  In  nine  days  he  reached 
the  iflands  of  Palma,  and  waited  there  for  a  favour- 
able wind,  till  the  26th,  when  he  fet  fail  for  the  Cape 
de  Verd  iflands.  The  capitana,  or  largefl  of  his 
fhips,  though  new  from  the  flocks,  and  in  other  re- 
fpedts,  to  all  appearance,  an  excellent  vefTel,  made 
a  great  deal  of  water  during  the  pafTagCj  by  which 
-a  confiderabie  quantity  of  his  provifions  was  dama- 
ged, and  his  men  greatly  fatigued.  At  lafl,  how- 
ever, he  in  nineteen  days  reached  Santiago,  one  of 
the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands. 

The  air  of  Santiago  is  very  unwholefom 
^^  '    at  this  feafbn  of  the  year,  and  generally  cau- 

■  fes  a  very  great  mortality  among  the  crews  of  fuch 
fhips  as  have  the  misfortune  of  being  obliged  to 

"breathe  it ;  notwithftanding which,  Don  Alvarez  did 

■  not  lofe  a  fmgle  man,  during  the  five-and-twenty 
'  days  he  flayed  at  this  ifland.     This  was  confidered 

as  a  very  extraordinary  exemption,  and  renewed  the 
memory  of  the  prodigies  operated  by  him,  during 
his  captivity  among  the  Indians.  What  happened 
a  few  days  after,  confirmed  all  his  foldiers  and  failors 
in  their  opinion,  that  heaven  favoured  their  com- 
mander in  a  fpecial  manner. 

After 

*  This  is  a  tribunal  eftabllilied  for  the  furety  of  the  high 
roads,  and  from  whofe  fentence  there  is  no  appeal. 
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After  having  pafl  the  line,  he  found,  that,  out 
of  one  hundred  cail^s  of  water  put  on  board  the 
Capitana,,  but  three  remained  ;  and,  therefore,  or- 
dered his  pilots  to  make  for  the  land.  The  fourth 
day,  before  there  was  light  enough  to  difcern  any- 
thing, the  people  on  board  were  very  much  fur- 
prized  to  hear  a  grafhopper  fmg.  A  failor,  it 
leems,  had,  unknown  to  any  body,  brouglit  one  of 
thefe  infeds  on  board  ;  and  this  was  the  firil  time 
of  its  being  heard.  Upon  this,  fome  of  the  crew 
affirmed,  that  they  mufh  be  very  near  land,  as 
thefe  creatures  never  fail  to  fmg  when  they  fmeil 
it.  Don  Alvarez,  therefore,  immediately  fent  a 
failor  up  into  the  round- top,  who,  the  moment  it 
was  light,  defcried  fome  great  rocks  bordering  a 
very  high  land,  in  fight  of  which  the  Ihips  con- 
tinued their  courfe  ;  the  grafliopper  never  fail- 
ing, during  the  whole  time,  to  proclaim  the  return 
of  day,  though  it  had  been  quite  filent  at  the 
Canary,  and  Cape  de  Verd  iilands. 

After  doubling  Cape  Trio,  in  twenty-four., 
degrees  of  fouth  latitude,  they  entered  the  port  of 
Cananea  ;  and  arrived,  the  24di  of  March  1 541,  at 
the  illand  of  St.  Catherine,  which  Don  Alvarez 
immediately  took  poffefiion  of  for  the  crown  of 
Caftile,  treating  the  iilanders,  however,  with  great 
kindnefs,  as  alfo  the  inhabitants  of  the  oppofite 
continent,  where  he  heard  there  were  two  Friars^ 
in  no  very  agreeable  circumflances.  Thefe  fathers 
no  fooner  heard  of  his  arrival,  than  they  came  to 
wait  upon  him,  and  informed  him,  that  the  Indians, 
among  whom  they  had  refided,  had,  in  fa^t,  a 
great  averfion  to  the  Spaniards,  and  no  great  af- 
teclion  for  themfelves  in  particular.  Don  Alvarez, 
therefore,  promifed  to  interpofe  in  their  favour, 
and  his  good  offices  had  the  defired  fuccefs.  It  now 
began  to  appear,  that  he  was  blelTed  v/ith  a  me- 
thod  of  treating  with  the  Indians,    which  never 
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failed  of  procuring  him,  even  at  the  firil  interview, 
their  efteem  and  affedion. 

In  the  month  of  May,  he  detached  a  caravel, 
commanded  by  the  treafurer  Philip  de   Caceres, 
for  Buenos  Ayres  ;    but  Caceres,  having  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  double  Cape  St.  Mary,  returned 
to  the  iflands  of  St.  Catherine,  where  twelve  Spa- 
niards arrived  foon  after  in  an  open  boat.     They 
had  made  their  efcape  from  Buenos  Ayres,  being  no 
longer  able,  they  faid,  to  bear  the  ill  treatment  of 
thoTe  who  commanded  there ;  they  added,  that  a 
fupply  of  men  and  provifions  had  lately  arrived 
there  ;    but  that  the  famine,  notwithllanding,  ftili 
continued  to  rage  there  with  great  violence ;    and 
that,  befides,  the  inhabitants,  were  conftantly   in 
danger  of  being  exterminated  by  the  neighbouring 
Indians.     They,  likewife,  informed  Don  Alvarez, 
that  at  fix  fcore  leagues  from  the  place  where  he 
now   was,   a  town   had   been  lately   built  under 
the  name  of  the  AfTumption  of  the  blelTed  virgin  ; 
from  whence  to  Cape  St.  Mary  they  reckoned,  to 
go  down  a  river,  the  navigation  of  which  was  very 
dangerous,  three  hundred  and  fifty  leagues ;  that 
they  had   received  the  moft  certain  intelligence  of 
Don  Juan  de  Ayolas,  and  all  thofe  who  accompani- 
ed him,  having  been  murdered  by  the  Payaguas  ; 
and   that   Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irala  was 
confidered  as  the  author  of  their  misfortunes,  by 
not  having   waited  for  them  at  Candlemas-Port, 
according  to  the  directions  left  with  him  by  Don 
Ayolas  ;    that  the  royal  officers  harrafled  the  In- 
dians, and  treated  the  Spaniards  but  little  better  ; 
that  their  defign,  in  flying  from  Buenos  Ayres,  was 
to  make  the  bell  of  their  way  to  Spain,  and  inform 
the  royal  council  of  the  Indies  of  all  thefe  events  ; 
laflly,  that  Irala  had  been   acknowledged  gover- 
nor  general   by   tlie   whole   province,    and   com 
manded  in  perfon,  at  the  AiTumption. 

From 
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From  this  relation,  inconfiftent  with  what  we 
have  already  laid  of  the  evacuation  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  thofe  who  gave  it 
had  been  a  long  time  abfent  from  that  place,  Don 
Alvarez  judged  his  prefence  was  abfolute  neceifa- 
ry  at  the  Atiiamption  ;  and,  therefore,  refolved  up- 
on going  there  by  the  fhortefl  road,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  arguments  made  ufe  of  by  his  principal  officers 
to  prrluade  him  to  continue  with  the  fleet,  and 
touch  at  Buenos  Ayres.  He,  therefore,  ordered  the 
Fador  Peter  de  Orantes,  to  get  intelligence  of  the 
route  he  might  take  by  land  ;  and  this  officer,  after 
furveying  the  country,  reported,  that  the  firfl:  In- 
dians he  had  met  with,  and  likewife  thofe  of  St. 
Catherine  who  accompanied  him,  informed  him, 
that  the  fliortefl:  way  was  to  follow  the  river 
Hcibucu^  v/hich  falls  into  the  fea  oppofite  the 
northernmofl  point  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Catherine, 
and  about  nineteen  or  twenty  leagues  from  the 
port  where  he  now  was.  Don  Alvarez  fent  again 
to  examine  this  route,  and,  being  again  informed 
that  it  was  very  pracflicabie,  refolved  to  fet  out 
without  lofmg  any  more  time.  He  intended  to 
have  left  the  Friars  we  juil  mentioned,  in  the  ifland 
of  St.  Catherine,  to  labour  in  the  converflon  of 
the  inhabitants  and  their  neighbours  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  but  they  prefled  him  fo  much  for  leave  to 
accompany  him,  that  he  at  lafl:  thought  proper  to 
grant  their  requefl:. 

The  1 8th  of  Odober,  after  giving  orders  to 
Don  Pedro  Eftopinan  Cabeca  de  Vaca,  to  fet  fail 
with  the  fquadron  for  Buenos  Ayres,  with  the  firfl: 
fair  wind  ;  and,  after  fending  a  party  of  his  men, 
with  fix-and-twenty  horfes  that  he  had  fliill  left,  to 
w^ait  for  him  on  the  banks  of  the  Habucu,  he 
took  leave  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Catherine, 
whom  he  loaded  with  prefents,  and  many  of  whom 
thought  proper  to  accompany  him,  both  to  ferve 
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him  as  guides,  and  take  care  he  fhould  want  no 
provifions  in  his  journey.  He  had  Hill  v/ith  him 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with  whom  he  fet  out 
on  the  8  th  of  November,  to  join  thofe  he  had 
already  fent  before  him  to  the  Habucu.  After 
nineteen  days  march,  during  which  his  httle  army 
were  often  obliged  to  open  themfelves  a-  road  by  dint 
of  labour,  they  began  tx)  want  provifions.  But, 
being  now  arrived  in  a  more  populous  country, 
they  v/ere  ibon  met  by  a  great  number  of  Indians 
loaded  v/ith  ail  manner  of  fruits  and  other  pro- 
vifions for  their  relief ;  and  exprelling,  befides, 
the  greateft  pleafure  at  the  fight  of  the  new  go- 
vernor. 

These  were  the  Guaranis,  who  grew  Maiz,  of 
which  they  made  the  earth  yield  them  every  year 
two  crops  ;  and  Manioc,  with  which  they  made 
CafTava  bread.    They,  likewife,  reared  hogs,  geefe, 
poultry,  and  parrots.     Thefe  Guaranis  were  of  the 
fame  origin  with  thofe  who  lived  on  the  eaflern 
banks  of  the  Paraguay,  oppofite  to  the  Aflump- 
tion  ;  and  both  together  form  one  of  the  moll  nu- 
merous and  wide  extended  nations  of  the  whole  con- 
tinent.    It  is  even  pretended,  that  they  penetrated 
as  far  as  the  Maranon  ^  that  they  rendered  them- 
felves formidable  by  their  depredations,  wherever 
they  appeared  ;    and  that  it  was  on  this  fcore  they 
obtained  their  prefent  name,  which  fignifies  a  war- 
rior.    The   Chiriguanes^  who  inhabit  part   of  the 
Cordilliera  of  Peru  ;  the  Tapez^  who  had  fettled  on 
the  frontiers  of  Brazil ;  and  even  a  great  many  Bra- 
zilians ;  and  other  nations  we  fhall  have  occafion 
Vo  mention  hereafter,  who  fpeak  the  Guarani  lan- 
guage;  are,  all  of  the  fame  extra<5lion ;  but  all  have 
not  preferved  the  fame  difpofitions,  and   are   not 
equally  fierce,  and  fond  of  human  fiefli  ;    a  dif- 
ference owing  to  the  roving  or  fedentary  life  they 
lead.     Many  of  them  treat  their  prifbners  of  war 

like 
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like  the  Canadians.  Moreover,  they  are  all  of  very 
narrow  intellects  i  and  the  greatell  obflacle  in 
civilizing  them  confifls  in  their  almoil  inconceiya- 
ble  want  of  foiecail,  their  lurprifing  ravenoufnels, 
and  mortal  aveifion  to  any  kind  of  labour. 

Those,  whom  Don  Alvarez  firft  met  with,  ap- 
peared toleiabiy  peaceable.  He  took  poireilion  of 
their  country  for  the  crown  of  Spain,  but  without 
letting  them  know  any  thing  of  the  matter  ;  and 
gave  it  the  name  of  Provincia  del  Campo.  That 
he  next  entered,  and  uhich  he  likewife  took 
polTelhon  of,  was  pretty  much  of  the  fame  nature  ; 
and  he  called  it  after  his  family,  Provincia  de  Vera-^ 
but  thefe  names  fubfift  no  longer.  The  firfh  of 
December,  he  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  IguazUy 
a  great  river  which  falls  into  the  Parana,  between 
the  25th  and  26th  degree  of  fouth  latitude  ;  and, 
on  the  third,  difcovered  another,  called  Cibogi^ 
whofe  bottom  is  paved  with  flones  fo  large,  and, 
withal  fo  well  laid,  that  one  would  be  apt  to  take 
it  for  the  work  of  art.  It  is,  moreover,  fo  very  ra- 
pid, that  the  men  and  horfes  could  hardly  keep 
their  footing  ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  be  tied 
together,  to  crofs  it  with  fafety. 

The  good  order  obferved  by  Don  Alvarez, 
during  his  march,  gained  him,  wherever  he  ap- 
peared, the  efteem  and  affection  of  the  Indians. 
They,  therefore,  gave  each  other  notice  of  his  ap- 
proach, and  never  failed  coming  to  meet  him  with 
provifions;  which  kindnefs  he  always  acknowledged 
by  paying  them  twice  the  value.  His  greateft  at- 
tention was  to  hinder  any  injury  being  offered 
them,  or  any  thing  being  done,  that  might  fcan- 
dalize  them.  He  never  permitted  any  Spaniards 
to  enter  their  villages,  except  thofe  who  were  to 
buy  provifions  ;  and  never  fent  on  this  errand,  but 
thofe,  whofe  difcretion  he  could  depend  upon. 
The  leafl  liberty,    that  any  Spaniard  took  with 
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them,  was  feverely  punifhed.  This  his  zeal  to 
prevent  the  Indians  being  fcandalized  or  otherwife 
injured,  made  him  foon  repent  his  having  taken 
with  him  the  two  Friars,  he  intended  to  have  left 
behind  at  St.  Catherine's,  as  they  did  not  ahvays 
behave  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  holinefs  of  their 
character.  They  even  feparated  from  him  without 
his  knowledge  ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  he 
found  himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  fending  to  look 
for  them  in  a  place,  v/here  he  was  informed  their 
bad  behaviour  had  made  their  fituation  very  dan- 
gerous and  difagreeable. 

He  was  met,  fome  time  after,  by  a  Brazilian, 
named  Michael,  jufh  returning  from  the  AiTump- 
tion,  whither  he  offered  to  be  his  guide.  Alvarez 
accepted  his  offer,  and  dii'miifed  the  Indians  who 
had  hitherto  ferved  in  that  capacity,  with  a  hand- 
fome  reward  for  their  pains  and  fidelity.  Towards 
the  middle  of  December,  he  found  himfelf  in  the 
latitude  of  24  degrees  ;  and,  in  a  few  days  more, 
in  a  country  covered  with  cyprefs  and  cedar  trees^ 
and  others  not  known  in  Europe,  whole  trunks 
were  all  full  of  excellent  honey  ;  particularly  pines 
of  an  extraordinary  Ipecies,  being  four  or  five 
fathom_s  in  circumference,  and  bearing  nuts  en- 
clofed  in  lliells  pretty  like  chefnut  fhells,  but  no 
bigger  than  acorns.  Thefe  nuts  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  made  into  a  meal,  which  was  one  of 
their  bed  foods.  The  liogs  and  monkeys,  both  very 
common  in  this  country,  likewife  fed  upon  them  ; 
and  the  flelh  of  the  former  acquired  by  it  a  moft 
excellent  flavour.  A  little  farther,  the  Spaniards 
met  with  fields,  where  Maiz  had  been  fown  ;  as, 
likewife  white,  yellov/,  and  red  potatoes.  They 
afterwards  entered  a  mountainous  country,  the  val~ 
lies  of  which  abounded  with  canes  containing  avey 
whoiefcm   and    refrefhing  water  ^    and,   likewife, 

worm^ 
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worms  of  a  finger's  thicknefs,which,fried  in  their  own 
fat,  appeared  to  the  Spaniards  a  moft  delicious  repafl. 

Don  ALVAREz,after  this,  bent  his  march  towards 
the  Iguazu,  in  order  to  embark  there,  and  fall 
down  to  its  junction  with  the  Parana  ;  but,  being 
informed,  that  it  was  hereabouts,  the  Portuguefe 
from  Brazil,  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this 
book,  had  been  malTacred  by  the  Indians,  and  that 
thofe  inhabiting  the  banks  of  a  Httle  river  called 
Peqiieri^  which  rifes  within  a  fmall  way  of  the 
Iguazu,  and  falls  into  the  Uruguay,  lay  in  wait  for 
him,  he  took  with  him  but  fourfcore  men,  order- 
ing the  reft  to  march,  by  land,  on  both  fides  of 
the  river.  On  his  ent-ering  the  Parana,  he  found 
both  its  fhores  guarded  by  an  army  ot  Guaranis, 
with  their  bodies  painted  all  over,  and  caps  of 
feathers  on  their  heads,  who  feemed  refolved  to 
difpute  the  pafTage  with  him  ;  but  he  not  only 
made  them  drop  their  arms  by  his  engaging  be- 
haviour, but  obtained  confiderable  afliftance  from 
them.  The  Parana,  in  this  place,  is,  about  a 
bow-ftiot  over,  and  very  deep  ;  notwithftanding 
which  its  rapidity  is  fo  great  as  to  produce  whirl- 
pools, which  render  its  navigation  very  dangerous. 
One  of  Don  Alvarez's  canoes  was  overfet  by  one 
of  thefe  whirl-pools,  and  a  man  in  it  drowned. 
This  accident  affedled  Don  Alvarez  the  more,  as 
he  had  not  as  yet  lofl  a  fingle  man  in  his  long  and 
painful  march  from  the  fea  to  this  river. 

Don  Alvarez,  before  he  entered  the  Parana, 
fent  to  the  Aflumption,  to  defire  the  governor  might 
fend  him  two  Brigantines ;  and  was  fo  much  the  more 
furprized,  not  to  find  them  at  the  place  he  had  ap- 
pointed, as  he  had  mentioned  in  his  letter,  that  a 
great  many  of  his  men  were  fick,  and  the  refl  very 
much  fatigued.  In  this  dilemma,  therefore,  he 
embarked,  upon  rafts,  fuch  as  were  no  longer  in 
a  condition  to  proceed  by  land,  with  fifty  men  to 
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defend  them,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  attacked- 
He  then  fet  forward  himfelf  with  the  reft ;  and  was 
foon  met  by  a  Spaniard  fent  from  the  Affump- 
tion  to  enquire,  if  it  was  really  true,  that  there 
was  a  new  governor  arrived  from  Spain  ;  for,  it 
feem.s,  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  could  hardly 
be  brought  to  believe  fo  agreeable  a  piece  of 
news. 

As  Don  Alvarez  had  fent  notice  of  his 
^^  '  arrival,  he  was  greatly  furprifed  at  fo  fmgii- 
lar  a  quellion.  He  had,  however,  command  enough 
over  himfelf,  not  to  let  any  one  know  what  he 
thought  of  the  matter.  Befides,  the  Guaranis  made 
him  more  than  amends  for  this  difrefpedful  be- 
haviour ;  for,  wherever  he  came,  he  found  the 
roads  lined  with  men,  women,  and  children,  lifting 
their  hands  up  to  heaven,  to  blefs  God  for  having 
beftowed  on  them  a  governor,  whom  they,  every 
where,  heard  fo  much  good  of.  They  brought 
him  all  manner  of  provifions,  and  even  fent  de- 
puties to  compliment  him,  which  fome  performed 
in  their  own  language,  and  fome  in  the  Spanifh. 
On  his  nearer  approach  to  the  city,  mod  of  the 
inhabitants  came  out  to  meet  him,  and  expreiTed 
their  joy,  on  his  lafe  arrival,  in  terms  fufficient 
to  convince  him,  that  the  province  flood  greatly 
in  need  of  a  man,  like  him,  to  govern  it. 

At  length,  he  arrived  at  the  AlTumption,  the 
eleventh  of  March,  followed  by  a  great  number  of 
officers  and  other  gentlemen,  who  came  out  to  com- 
pliment him.  Irala  received  himi  at  the  head  of  the 
garrifon,  attended  by  the  officers  of  the  revenue, 
and  the  council  of  the  province.  Don  Alvarez 
then  produced  his  commilfions,  which,  being  read* 
with  a  ioud  voice,  Irala  faluted  him  in  quality  of 
adeiantade,  governor,  and  captain-general  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata.  Don  Alvarez,  on  his  fide,  confirmed 
I;:aia,  ux  his  poll  of  king's  lieutenant ;  and  all  the 
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officers  of  juflice,  in  theirs  -,  and  every  thing  pafled, 
in  appearance,  to  the  greatefl  fatisfadtion  of  all  par- 
ties. But  the  fmcereft  joy  feemed  to  be  that  of  the 
army,  and  the  common  people.  The  Spaniards, 
whom  Don  Alvarez  had  left  to  follow  him  on  rafts, 
did  not  arrive  in  lefs  than  a  month  after  him.  They 
were  attacked  by  fome  Indians,  who  attempted, 
with  long  poles  armed  with  hooks,  to  draw  the 
rafts  afhore,  and  would,  perhaps,  have  fucceeded 
in  the  attempt,  if  a  chriitian  Cacique  had  not  come 
to  the  afiiflance  of  the  travellers,  with  all  his  v/ax- 
riors.  The  Barbarians,  however^  wounded  fome 
of  the  Spaniards,  but  the  Cacique  had  their  wounds 
very  well  drefl,  and  took  them  home  for  fome 
days,  fo  that  they  all  arrived  in  pretty  good  health 
and  condition. 

The  fateof  thefe  travellers  added  new  lu fire  to 
the  prudent  conduct  of  the  governor.  It  was  deem- 
ed an  inconteflable  mark  of  his  fuperior  merit,  and 
of  his  enjoying  the  fpecial  protertion  of  heaven, 
that,  after  traverfmg  lb  great  an  extent  of  country 
inhabited  by  Barbarians,  without  meeting  with  any, 
but  the  mofl  refpedful  and  affedlionate  treatment, 
he  had  no  fooner  feparated  from  part  of  his  men, 
than  thofe,  who  ceafed  to  have  him  at  their  head, 
began  to  find,  in  the  fame  Indians,  the  mofh  furi- 
ous and  inveterate  enemies.  But  many  of  thofe, 
who  could  not  help  allowing  the  jufhnefs  of  thofe 
reflections,  took  no  pains  to  benefit  by  his  exam  - 
pie  ;  chuiing  to  confider  as  a  miracle,  the  manner 
in  v/hich  the  Indians  behaved  to  him,  rather  than 
allow  it  to  be  the  natural  confequcnce  of  virtues, 
which  they  were  no  way  difpofed  to  imitate. 
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Zeal  of  Don  Alvarez  to  re-eftabliflj  Buenos  Ay  res,  which 
his  predecejfor  had  abandoned,  and  to  civilize  and 
convert  the  Indians,  many  of  whom,  particularly  the 
Guaycurus,    notwithftanding  his  great   moderation^ 
he  is  obliged  to  bring  to  reafon  by  force  of  arms. 
Account  of  the  Guaycurus  and  their  country.     A 
con/piracy  againft  Don  Alvarez  ;    defeated.     Expe- 
ditions up  the  Paraguay  and  the  rivers  falling  into 
it,  by  him  and  his  officers.     Curious  particulars  of 
the  countries  vifited  by  them,  and  the  neighbouring 
countries  ;    efpecially  a  rich  country,  greatly  refem- 
bling  that  Jo  much  talked  of,  under  the  name  ^"Del 
Dorado.     Another  conf piracy  againft  Don  Alvarez. 
He  is  confined ;  fent  to  Spam  ;    and,  at  length,  ac- 
quitted of  the  charges  brought  againft  him  by  the  con- 
Jpirators.     Don  Dominick  Martinez  de  Irala,  de- 
clared governor  by  them  -,    undertakes  another  expe- 
dition up  the  Paraguay.     Revolution  at  the  Affump- 
tion  during  his  abfence. 


DON  ALVAREZ  heard  nothing  of  the  evacu- 
ation of  Buenos  Ayres,  till  his  arrival  at  the 
AlTumption ;  when,  his  firfl  care,  was  to  take  proper 
meafures  for  its  re-eftablifhment.  He  immediately 
fent  two  brigantines  there ;  and,  foon  after,two  others, 
and  omitted  nothing,to  put  in  a  good  ftate  of  defence, 
a  place,  whofe  importance  he  was  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with.  He  zealoufly  applied  himfelf  to 
gain  the  afFedions  of  the  neighbouring  Indians ; 

and, 
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and,  being  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  befl  way  to 
infure  fuccels  to  an  attempt  of  this  nature,  and  to 
attach  them  inviolably  to  the  Spaniards,  was  to 
unite  them  together,  in  the  bonds  of  one  religion, 
he  made  their  converfion  the  principal  obje6t  of 
his  attention.  The  firfl  ftep  he  took  for  this  pur- 
pofe  was  to  aflemble  all  the  regular  and  fecular 
clergy  of  the  AiTumption,  in  order  to  acquaint  them, 
in  the  Emperor's  name,  that  his  Majefly  charged » 
their  confciences  with  every  thing  relating  to  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel,  in  thefe  dark  countries  ; 
he  then  dillributed  amongfl  them  facred  vefTels  and 
ornaments  for  the  altar,  of  which  he  had  made  an 
ample  provifion  ;  and  concluded  by  giving  them  his 
word,  that  he  would  fupport  them,  with  all  his  au- 
thority, in  the  fundions  of  their  miniftry  ;  and  let 
them  want  for  nothing,  when  the  worfhip  of  God 
required  his  afTiftance. 

Great  complaints  had  been  made  to  him,  that 
the  officers  of  the  revenue,  under  pretence  of 
leaving  the  Emperor's  duties,  treated  the  natives 
very  cruelly.  To  remedy  this  abufe,  he  aflembled 
the  men  of  greatell  note  in  his  government,  as 
well  thofe  of  the  regular  and  fecular  clergy,  as 
thofe  of  the  garrifon  and  the  revenue,  and  with 
them  the  Caciques  of  the  Guaranis,  and  their  mif- 
fionaries  ;  and  acquainted  them,  that  it  was  the  Em- 
peror's intention,  the  Indians  fhould  (hew  the  great- 
eft  refpedl  to  thofe,  who,  in  order  to  teach  them  the 
way  to  heaven,  had  been  charitable  enough  to  ba- 
nifh  themfelves  from  their  native  country,  and  fub- 
mit  to  live  among  them  ;  that  as  this  great  prince 
had  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to  make  them 
happy  during  this  life,  and  to  fecure  to  them  everlaft- 
ing  blifs  in  the  next,  he  had  given  him  the  ftrideft 
orders  to  fee  that  they  were  well  ufed  by  all  thofe 
they  had  to  do  with  ;  and  that  he  was  refolved,  to 
pay  the  moil  punctual  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  in- 
^  tentions 
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tentions  in  this  refped  ;  but  that  he  expeded,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  they  (hould  behave  to  the 
Spaniards,  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  renounce  the 
cuflom,  which  he,  with  the  greatefl  horror,  heard 
they  were  given  to,  of  feeding  upon  human 
flefh  The  Indians,  upon  this,  aifured  him,  that 
they  Ihould  cheerfully  obey  his  orders  -,  and  ail  with- 
drew, penetrated  with  refped:,  and  equally  charmed 
with  his  promifes,  and   his   gracious  manner    of 

making  them. 

Don  Alv  AREz,in  the  next  place,  applied  himfelf 
to  reprefs  the  infolence  of  fome  Indian  nations,  who 
were  conilantly  committing  hoftilities   againft  the 
Spaniards.     He  began  by  the  Agazes,  or  Algazes, 
who  lived  to  the  eafl  of  Paraguay,  above  the  Aflump- 
tion.     Thefe  Barbarians,  who  had   ever  been  the 
declared  enemies  of  theGuaranis,  were  of  the  tailed 
flature,  of  a  very  treacherous  difpofition,  to  thelafl 
degree  fierce  and  inhuman,    and   great  robbers. 
The  Spaniards,  before  the  arrival  of  Don  Alvarez, 
had  made  v/ar  againft  them  with  fome  fuccefs,  and 
had  obliged  them  to  fue  for  peace,  which,  the  Aga- 
zes, however,  were  refolved  to  obferve,  only    till 
an  opportunity  offered  of  breaking  it  to  advantage  -, 
and,  they  had,  even  already,  began  o  renew  their 
incurfions.     But  they  no  fooner  heard  of  the  arrival 
of  a  new  governor,  with  a  frefh  body  of  troops,  than 
they  fent  him  a  deputation   of  three  of  their  Ca- 
ciques, to  proraife  him  the  mod  perfecfl  and  unli- 
mited obedience.    Theiirftof  the  deputies  added, 
that  it  was  not  his  nation,  that  had  renewed  the  war, 
but  fome  lawlefs   young  men,  who  had  been   fe- 
verely  puniHied   for  their  infolence.     Don  Alvarez 
thought  proper  to  appear  fatisfied  with  this  apology, 
and  received  their  countrymen  into  favour ;  but  on 
condition,  diat  they  would  no  longer  molefl  the 
Guaranis,  or  any  other  of  the  Emperor's  valfals., 
threatening,  that,  in  cafe  they  did,  he  would  not, 
for  the  future,  fhew  them,  the  lead  mercy. 

The 
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The  governor,  though  thus  intent  on  fecuring 
the  peace  of  his  province  againfh  its  Indian  enemies, 
did  not  forget  the  heavy  complaints  he  had  received 
of  the  revenue-officers,  who  excifed  every  thing, 
and  thereby  reduced  a  great  number  of  families  to 
fuch  diftrefs,  that  many  of  them  had  nothing  left 
to  purchafe  the  moil  ordinary  cloathing.  He  be- 
gan, by  fupplying  the  mofl  indigent,  v/ith  v/hat 
they  wanted,  at  his  own  expence.  He,  next,  fup- 
preffed  fuch  taxes  as  the  officers  had  eflablifhed, 
without  a  fufficient  authority  for  fo  doing  ;  and  be- 
ing informed,  that  thefe  men  began  to  cabal  againft 
him,  he  ordered  them  to  be  confined,  and  profe- 
cuted  according  to  law. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Guaranis  and  fome  other 
nations,  who  had  fubmitted  to  the  Spaniards,  made 
heavy  complaints  to  him,  of  the  Guaycunis.  But, 
though  he  liflened  to  them,  with  a  great  deal  of 
goodnefs,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  examine  if  their 
complaints  were  well  grounded,  before  he  took  any 
flep  to  redrefs  them  ^  he,  therefore,  charged  the 
two  ecclefiafticks,  and  the  two  religious  he  had 
brought  with  him  from  St.  Catherine's,  to  enquire 
into  the  matter ;  and,  their  report  agreeing  with 
the  complaints  of  his  Allies,  he  fent  back  the  two 
ecclefiafticks,  with  fifty  foldiers,  to  tell  the  Guay- 
curus,  in  his  name,  that  he  was  very  well  difpofed 
to  live  in  peace  with  them,  and  even  receive  them 
among  the  number  of  his  friends,  provided  they 
would  acknowledge  themfelves  vaflals  to  the  crown 
of  Spain,  and  not  moieft  thofe  Indians,  who  had 
done  {o  already ;  otherwife,  he  would  let  them  fee, 
that  he  did  not  want  force  fufficient  to  exadl  their 
compiance. 

He  even  ordered  his  deputies  to  fummon  them 
three  times,  in  this  manner  ^  but  the  Barbarians  did 
not  give  them  an  opportunity  of  complying  with 
his  diredions.     After  answering  the  firfl  part  of 

his 
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his  meiTage,  by  declaring,  that  they  never  would 
acknowledge  the  king  of  Spain  for  their  foveretgn  y 
and  that  they  were  firmly  refolved  to  continue  their 
hoftilities  ;  they  defired  the  deputies  to  withdraw^ 
and  even  difchargecl  fome  arrows  at  them,  by  which 
feveral  foldiers  were  wounded.  Don  Alvarez 
thought  it  his  duty,  not  to  fuffer  fo  much  info- 
lence  to  go  unpunilhed ;  and  the  12  th  of  July, 
1542,  he  embarked  upon  two  brigantines,  with 
four  hundred  Spaniards,  followed  by  ten  thoufand 
Guaranis  on  two  hundred  rafts,  for  the  oppofite 
banks  of  the  river.  The  14th,  all  the  troops  were 
landed,  and  the  governor  fent  a  detachment  of 
Guaranis,  to  know  how  the  Guaycurus  were  pofb- 
ed.  The  Guaranis  reported,  that  they  were  march- 
ing back  to  their  towns,  with  all  their  families,  hunt- 
ing by  the  way,  according  to  cuftom,  fo  that  they 
retreated  but  very  flowly.  Upon  this  Don  Alv^arez 
gave  orders  to  purfue  them  ;  and  not  to  difcharge 
any  of  their  great  or  fmall  arms,  or  light  any  fires 
in  the  night  time  during  the  purfuit. 

The  15th,  the  allies  began  their  march,  in  the 
following  order.  A  proper  number  of  fcouts,  pre- 
ceded the  main  body,  in  order  to  make  ufeful  dif- 
coveries  ;  and,  by  night,  fpies  were  fent  cut,  to 
examine  where  the  enemy  encamped.  The  Gua- 
ranis formed  a  battalion,  whofe  front  extended  a 
whole  league.  They  all  v/ore  caps  made  of  fea- 
thers ;  and,  on  their  foreheads,  plates  of  a  certain 
kind  of  metal,  which,  when  the  fun  iTione  upon  it, 
cafl  a  great  luflre.  The  Spanilli  cavalry  appeared 
next,  at  a  little  diflance,  followed  by  the  governor, 
at  the  head  of  the  infantry.  The  march  was  clofed 
by  carts  full  of  Indian  women,  and  the  neceflary 
ilores.  About  the  middle  of  the  firfl  day's  march, 
a  fpy,  belonging  to  the  Guaycurus,  came  to  ac- 
quaint the  governor,  that  the  Guaranis  had  con- 
fpired  to  withdraw  themfelves  j  and  ^  this  intelli- 
gence, 
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gence,  whofe  author  the  Spaniards  did  not  know 
to  be  what  he  really  was,  gave  them  fome  uneafi- 
nefs.  Don  Alvarez,  however,  thought  proper  not 
to  let  the  Guaranis  know  any  thing  of  the  matter  ; 
and,  as  the  moon  fhone  very  bright,  continued  his 
march  after  night-fall,  having  firft  given  the  Spani- 
ards orders  to  keep  their  matches  lighted,  and  their 
arms  in  readinefs  againll  the  firfl  notice. 

When  they  had  marched  for  fome  time  in  this 
manner,  they  arrived  at  a  fmall,  but  very  thick, 
wood,  where  the  governor  thought  proper  they 
fhould  halt  for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  But 
the  Guaranis  had  fcarce  entered  it,  when  a  tyger^ 
getting  among  them,  caufed  fome  diforder  in  their 
battalion.  The  Spaniards,  who,  in  confequence  of 
the  falfe  notice  they  had  received  the  day  before 
concerning  thefe  Indians,  entertained  the  mofl  vio- 
lent fufpicions  of  their  fidelity,  took  it  into  their 
heads,  that  they  were  now  preparing  to  withdraw, 
or  even  attack  them.  They,  therefore,  immediately 
fired  upon  the  body  they  formed,  and  wounded 
fome  of  them.  Upon  this,  the  Guaranis  all  took 
to  their  heels,  to  gain  a  mountain  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  and,  that  very  moment,  as  the  Spaniards 
ftill  continued  the  fire,  two  balls  grazed  the  cheek 
of  Don  Alvarez,  who  had  flept  forward  in  order 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  diforder.  His  fecretary  tells 
us  in  his  memoirs,  that  this  fhot  had  been  levelled 
at  him  by  fome  one  or  another,  defirous  of  doing 
pleafure  to  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irak,  v/ho 
could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  being  a  fubaltern 
in  a  province,  where  he  had  commanded  in  chief ; 
and,  unhappily  for  this  officer's  character,  his  fub- 
fequent  behaviour  has  given  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  believe,  that  his  ruling  paflion  was  to 
have  no  fuperior,  and  that  h6  was  no  way  fcru- 
pulous  in  the  choice  of  means  to  make  himfelf  inde- 
pendent-    It  has  ^even  been  the  opinion  of  feveral, 

that 
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that  Don  Juan  de  Ayolas,  fell  a  facrifice  to  his 
ambition. 

Don  Alvarez,  however,  continued  lo  foliovv 
the  Guaranis  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  where, 
on  his  firfl  appearance,  they  all  immediately  ga- 
thered about  him.  He  then  fet  them  right,  by 
telling  them,  that  the  Spaniards,  on  feeing  them  in 
motion,  thought  they  were  going  to  defert  them. 
The  Guaranis  anfwered,  that,  on  their  fides,  they 
imagined  the  Guaycurus  were  coming  to  fall  upon 
them,  and  that  in  gaining  the  mountain,  they  had 
nothing  in  view,  but  to  take  poffeflion  of  an  ad- 
vantageous pofl  to  defend  themfelves.  Don  Alva- 
rez then  addrelfed  himfeif  to  the  Spaniards,  ftri6t- 
]y  commanding  them  not  to  give  the  Guaranis  the 
leail  caufe  of  fufpicion  or  complaint  -,  taking  no- 
tice, that,  if  fo  numerous  a  nation  fhould  declare 
againft  them,  they  would  never  be  able  to  maintain 
their  ground  at  the  AiTumption,  ^s  the  Guaranis 
could  eafily  unite  with  the  Guaycurus  to  drive 
them  out  of  it.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  ordered 
the  cavalry  to  march  firft  ^  and,  in  this  order,  pro- 
ceeded till  two  hours  after  night-fall,  when  the 
v/hole  army  halted  a  fecond  time  to  take  fome  reft 
and  refrefhment  ;  after  which  they  fet  out  agaiuy 
about  eleven,  in  the  greateft  filence. 

Some  time  after,  one  of  the  governor's  fpies 
came  to  inform  him,  that  he  had  left  the  Guaycurus 
building  themfelves  huts.  This  intelligence  gave 
Don  Alvarez  the  more  pleafure,  as  he  was  afraid 
the  vollies  of  fmall  arms  fired  in  the  beginning  of 
the  night  had  been  heard  by  thefe  barbarians,  and 
made  them  haften  their  retreat.  However,  he  or- 
dered his  troops  to  march  but  flowly,  in  order  to 
arrive  by  day-break  within  fight  of  the  enemy.  He 
then  diftributed  little  croffes  among  the  Guaranis, 
which  he  defired  them  to  wear  on  their  breafls  or 
(boulders,    that  the  Spaniards  might  diftinguifli 

them 
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tliem  during  the  engagement  ;  ordered  hay  to  be 
put  into  the  horfes  mouths  to  prevent  their  neigh- 
ing ;  and  directed  the  Guaranis  to  invefl  the 
Guaycurus,  except  for  a  fmail  fpace  towards  the 
mountains,  not  chufing  to  reduce  them  to  defpair, 
as  he  knew  they  would,  in  that  cafe,  fell  their  lives 
at  a  very  dear  rate. 

The  Spaniards  and  Guaranis  foon  after  got  with- 
in hearing  of  the  enemies  drums,  to  the  found  of 
which  thefe  barbarians  cried  out  with  all  their 
might ;  that  they  defired  all  the  nations  of  the  world 
to  come  and  attack  them  ;  that  their  numbers  were 
but  few,  but  that  tliey  were  the  braveil  men  on 
the  face  of  the  earth ;  the  lords  of  all  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  of  all  animals.  It  is  cuflomary  with 
them,  to  fmg  in  this  manner  every  night,  when 
they  happen  to  be  at  war,  and  think  the  enemy  at 
no  fmall  diflance  from  them.  At  day  break,  they 
quitted  their  camp,  and  laid  themfelves  flat  on  the 
ground  -,  but  the  next  moment  perceived  the  army 
of  the  cbriftians.  At  this  unexpected  fight,  they 
immediately  began  to  cry  out,  "  Who  are  you 
that  thus  dare  to  approach  us  r\  And  the  Guaranis 
having  anfwered  them,  in  their  own  language,  that 
they  were  come  to  revenge  the  death  of  the  In- 
dians they  had  malTacred.  "  Draw  near  then,  re- 
plied the  Guaycurus,  we  will  ferve  you  in  the  fame 
manner  ;"  and  at  the  fame  time,  darted  fire-brands 
in  the  faces  of  the  chriflians.  Then  running  to 
their  huts  for  their  bows  and  arrows,  they  fell 
upon  Don  Alvarez's  forces  with  fo  much  fury,  that 
the  Guaranis  at  lafl  began  to  give  way. 

The  governor  upon  this,  having  commanded 
Don  Pedro  de  Barba  to  give  the  Guaycurus  a  dif- 
charge  from  his  artillery ;  and  Don  Juan  de  Salazar 
to  advance  with  the  infantry,  which  he  himfelf 
drew  out  in  order  of  battle,  ordered  the  charge  to 
be  founded  with  the  ufual  cry  of  Santiago.      He 

Vol.  I  G  himfelf 
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himfelf  was  to  be  feen  every  where  among  the  fore- 
mofb,  flopping  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  cover 
him  from  the  enemy  ;  and  this  undaunted  be- 
haviour of  his,  along  with  the  fight  of  the  horfes, 
which  the  Guyacurus  were  utterly  unacquainted 
with,  caufed  fo  great  a  conflernation  among  them, 
that,  after  fetting  fire  to  their  cabins,  they  fled 
with  the  utmoft  precipitation  to  the  mountain, 
through  the  opening  that  had  purpofely  been  left  for 
them.  Their  number  amounted  to  four  thoufand. 
Some  Spaniards  hav^ing  advanced  too  haflily,  while 
the  cabins  were  on  fire,  two  of  them  were  killed  ; 
and  the  Guaycurus  cut  off  their  heads,  after  treat- 
ing, in  the  fame  manner,  two  Guaranis  whom  they 
had  taken  prifoners  in  the  beginning  of:  the  engage- 
ment. Don  Alvarez  purfued  the  runaways  for 
fome  time.  During  the  purfuit,  one  of  them  faced 
about ;  faftened  upon  the  neck  of  a  trooper's  horfe, 
who  rode  by  the  fide  of  Don  Alvarez  ;  and  never 
let  go  his  hold,  till  he  was  killed  ;  as  were  a  great 
many  others.  The  governor,  at  length,  ordered 
a  retreat  to  be  founded  ;  and,  after  a  fhort  repofe, 
marched  back  with  all  his  army  towards  the  Af- 
fumption. 

Don  Alvarez  foon  perceived,  that  he  had  a 
party  of  Guaycurus  at  his  heels  ;  for  thofe  Indians, 
knowing  it  was  cuftomary  with  the  Guaranis  to  re- 
treat, without  looking  behind  them,  as  foon  as 
they  carried  off  but  an  arrow  or  any  fuch  flight 
thing  from  an  enemy,  and  rambling  different  ways, 
were  in  hopes  of  picking  up  fome  of  them  by  this 
means.  But  the  governor,  though  with  a  great 
deal  of  pains,  obliged  the  Guaranis  to  march  in 
a  body,  and  in  good  order,  till  they  were  got  quite 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy.  The  Spaniards 
made  about  four  hundred  prifoners  of  both  fexes, 
and  all  ages,  on  this  occafion  ;  and,  when  there 
•no  longer  appeared   any  enemies   behind    them, 
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brbke  up  and  hunted  all  the  reft  of  the  way  home, 
fo  that  they  all  arrived  at  the  Aillimption  loaded 
with  every  fort  of  game,  that  the  country  afforded. 
Don  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza,  whom  the  go- 
vernor had  left  to  command  there  during  his  ab- 
fence,  informed  him  at  his  return,  that  feveral  In- 
dian nations,  alarmed  by  the  war  he  had  declared 
againft  the  Guaycurus,  had  fent  deputies  to  know, 
if  he  would  receive  them  as  friends  ;  in  which  cafe 
they  even  offered  to  join  the  Spaniards  againft  all 
their  enemies ;  but  that  thefe  deputations  appeared 
iufpicious  to  him ;  and  that  he  even  imagined  the 
fole  defign  of  them  was  to  difcover,  if  it  was  poiiible, 
to  furprize  the  place,  while  the  greateft  part  of  the 
garrifon  was  abfent ;  which  determined  him  to 
detain  the  deputies.  Don  Alvarez,  upon  this, 
caufed  them  to  be  brought  into  his  prefence  ;  and, 
not  finding  Don  Mendoza's  fufpicions  fufficiently 
grounded,  treated  them  all  with  a  great  deal  of 
kindnefs  ;  and  difmilfed  them  loaded  with  prefents 
to  acquaint  their  caciques,  that  he  was  very  willing 
to  receive,  as  friends  and  vafTals  to  the  Emperor, 
all  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to  live  in  peace  with  his 
allies. 

Thi  s  v'as  not  the  cafe  with  the  Agazes,  of  whom 
Mendoza  made  heavy  complaints  to  Don  Alvarez. 
Thefe  traitors,  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  town  had 
been  left  in  a  defenrelefs  condition,  had  gathered 
about  it,  the  very  firft  night  after  the  army's  fetting 
out ;  and,  though  they  retreated  on  finding  their 
intentions  difcovered,  had  committed,  in  their  way 
home,  great  diforders  in  the  villages  of  the  Guara- 
nis.  Don  Alvarez,  incenfed  at  this  behaviour,  or- 
dered the  hoftages,  which  they  had  given  him  on 
his  granting  them  a  peace,  to  be  hanged;  but 
deferred  till  another  time  to  punifti  them  perfonal- 
ly  for  this  breach  of  their  promife.  The  Tapuruez 
or  Itapuruezy   a    roving   unfettled   people,    in   the 
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neighbourhood  of  the  Guayciirus,  who  had  hither-- 
to  been  very  troublefome  to  the  Spaniards,  behaved 
with  more  difcretion ;  they  came  in  of  themfelves 
to  fue  for  peace  ;  accepted  it  on  Don  Alvarez's  own 
conditions ;  and  have  ever  fince  inviolably  obferved 
them. 

As  the  late  defeat  of  the  Guaycurus  had  not 
fufficiently  terrified  that  fierce  and  numerous  na- 
tion, to  leave  the  Spaniards  any  great  hopes,  that 
they  would  not,  on  the  firil  favourable  opportunity, 
recomm.ence    hoflilities ;    Don   Alvarez    refolved, 
once  for  all,  to  prevent  any  future  uneafmefs  from 
that  quarter.     But,  as   it  v/as  no  eafy  matter  to 
make  him  defpair  of  gaining,  by  fair  means,  thofe 
efpecially,  whom  he  had  convinced  it  was  in  his 
power   to  reduce  by   force ;    he  thought  proper 
not  to  employ  the  laft,  till  the  firfl  fhould  prove 
ineffedtual.       He,    therefore,    began    by    taking 
from  the  Guaranis  fuch  of  the  Guaycurus  as  had 
fallen  into   their  hands,    after  declaring  to  both, 
that  it  was  the  Emperor's  intention,  that  the  pri- 
foners  of  war  fhould  not  be  treated  as  flaves  ;  and 
added,  that  he  would  feverely  punifh  whoever  dif- 
obeyed  his  Majeily  in  this  refpedl.     Having,  after 
this,  cafl  his  eyes  upon  one  of  the  prifoners  that 
liad  been  brought  before  him,  and  whofe  figure 
and  countenance  fpoke  greatly  in  his  favour,  he 
ordered  him  to  return  home,  and  let  his  country- 
men know,  that  he  was  flill  ready  to  receive  them 
into  the  number  of  his  friends,  on  the  terms  he 
had  at  firfh  propofed  to  them.     This  man  executed 
his  commilTion  fo  well,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of 
his  village  ikt  out  along  with  him  for  the  Affump- 
tion.     As  foon  as  they  made  their  appearance  on 
the  oppofite  banks  of  the  river,  Don  Alvarez  fent 
canoes  to  ferry  them  over  ;  and  twenty  of  their 
principal  men  immediately  embarked,  in  order  to 
wait  upon  him.     Having  received  them  in  a  very 
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friendly  manner,  he  was  told  by  one  among  them, 
who  was  commiifioned  to  fpsak  for  the  rell,  that 
his  nation  had  made  war  upon  every  other  nation, 
and  fubdued  them  all ;  but  that  they  now  found 
the  Spaniards  to  be  braver  than  themfel/es,  and 
had,  therefore,  fent  him  to  deliver  up  their  arms  ; 
that  the  governor  might  give  them  v/hat  orders 
he  pleafed,  and  that  they  fhouid  chearfully  obey 
thera.  The  ambaiTador  added,  that  the  Guaranis 
had  never  dared  to  attack  them  alone  ;  but  that, 
notwithflanding,  they  were  willing  to  live  in  peace 
with  them  for  the  future,  on  the  governor's  ac- 
count. 

Don  Alvarez  made  anfwer,  that  he  was  come 
into  the  country  to  prevail  on  the  inhabitants  to 
embrace  the  only  religion  that  was  true,  and  yield 
homage  to  the  Emperor  ;  and  to  eflablifh  a  kiting 
peace  among  the  feveral  nations,  into  which  they 
were  divided  ;  that,  if  they  would  but  promile 
him  never  to  diflurb  the  peace,  they  might  be  fure 
to  obtain  from  him  all  the  favour  and  protedtion 
they  could  wifh  for ;  and  that  he  would  rellore 
them  all  the  prifoners  he  and  his  allies  had  talcen 
from  them  in  the  late  engagement.  He  even  de- 
livered them,  on  the  fpot,  all  thofe  that  were  to 
be  found  at  the  AlTumption  ;  which  made  fuch  an 
impreiTion  upon  them,  that  they  immediately  fwore 
inviolable  allegiance  to  the  Emperor.  He  then 
made  them  a  great  many  prefents,  and  difmilTed 
them  highly  pleafed  with  his  difcourfe,  but  more 
with  his  behaviour.  As  we  Ihall  be  often  obliged 
to  fpeak  again  of  this  nation,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  making  the  reader  pro- 
perly acquainted  with  it.  He  may  judge,  by  what 
I  am  about  to  fay  of  them,  how  neceOfary  it  was 
for  the  fucceflbrs  of  Don  Alvarez  to  follow  his 
example  in  dealing  with  the  natives  of  this  vail 
continent. 
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I  SAID  that  the  Guaycurus  were  a  numerous 
nation  ;    but  it  is  only  in  comparifon  with  mofh  of 
thofe,  who  inhabit  this  part  of  the  continent  of 
America  -,    for  they  are  very  far  from  being  fo  in 
proportion  to  the  vail  tradt  of  land  occupied  by 
them.     It  is  true,  that  a  great  deal  of  their  coun- 
try is  almofl  uninhabitable,  being  full  of  marfhes 
when  the  rivers  overflow,  and  fo  dry  and  parched 
up  at  other  feafons  of  the  year,  that  the  ground  is 
every  where  full  of  great  clefts  and  crevices  ;    and 
the  inhabitants,  to  avoid  peridiing  with  thirfl,  are 
obliged  to  take  poll  in  the  neighbourhood  of  fome 
other  marfhes  which  never  dry,  and  whofe  waters 
are  very  foul  and  turbid.     The  Guaycurus  form 
three  tribes ;   all  of  them,  a  cruel,  fierce,  intradla- 
ble  people,  and  very  troublefome  neighbours  to  the 
province  of  Paraguay,  whofe  inhabitants  often  fee 
their  country  fettlements  full  of  them,  when  they 
think  them  at  thegreatefl  diftance ;  nay,  they  have 
often  the  afTurance  to  offer  to  fale  in  one  place  what 
they  have  carried  off  from  another.     Drunkenneis 
prevails  among  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  almofl 
deflroy  all  the  hopes  the  milTionaries  might  other- 
wife  entertain    of    being  able   to    civilize   them. 
They  generally  go  quite  naked,  except  the  wo- 
men, v/ho  wear  a  covering  from  the  wafle  down 
to  the  calf  of  the  leg.     When  the  weather  is  very 
cold,  which  feldom  happens  in  their  country,  they 
all  wear  fhort  cloaks,  with  large  caps  made  of  fkin, 
which  they  are  always  very  ready  to  exchange  with 
the  Spaniards  for  wine  or  any  other  flronger  liquor. 
They  paint  their  bodies  more  or  lefs,  according  to 
their  age,  and  their  rank  in  the  army.     The  mi- 
nute a  child  comes  into  the  world,  they  bore  its 
ears  to  hang  to  them  fome  baubles  ;     and,  as  fafl 
as  the  hairs  appear,  pull  them  all  out  by  the  roots, 
except  enough  to  form  a  tuft  on  the  crown  of  the 
head,  and  two  crowns,  of  which  this  tuft  is  the 
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center.  But  this  ornament  is  peculiar  to  the  males ; 
for  they  do  not  leave  a  fingle  hair  on  the  heads  of 
the  girls.  The  boys  are  painted  black  till  the  age 
of  fourteen  ;  and,  afterwards,  red,  till  fixteen,  when 
they  obtain  a  bracelet,  which  they  wear  a  little 
above  the  navel,  a  belt,  and  a  net-work  cap 
for  their  hair.  Till  this  ceremony  they  are  kept 
under  great  liibje6lion,  and  any  one  may  lay  what 
commands  he  pleafes  upon  them.  It  is  cuflom- 
ary  to  prick  them  early  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
body  i  and,  though  this  operation,  in  the  manner 
they  perform  it,  is  exiremely  painful ;  children 
but  four  or  five  years  old  have  been  {^^Vi  to  apply 
for  it  very  earneftly,  and  endure  it  with  the  greaieil 
conflancy. 

Before  they  give  their  children  a  name,  they 
bore  their  lower  lip  to  hang  to  it  fome  trinket  or 
other,  which  they  call  Alhata.  This  ceremony  is  per- 
formed by  their  juglers,  or  old  warriors.  If  there  is 
any  ornament  in  this,  it  is  an  ornament  fit  only  for 
barbarians  \  but  I  am  more  inclined  to  think, 
they  do  it  to  appear  more  terrible;  and  ii  cer- 
tainly anfwers  this  purpofe;  for,  v/hat  with  ihe 
different  colours,  with  which  they  daub  them- 
felves;  their  almofl  total  want  of  hair  on  their 
heads ;  and  the  odd  form  of  what  they  keep  ^ 
their  want  of  eye-lalhes,  which  they  fay  they  take 
off  in  order  to  fee  the  better  ;  their  numerous  or- 
naments of  glafs,  fhells,  and  metals,  which  they 
hang  to  their  bells,  and  the  jingle  of  which  may 
be  heard  at  a  confiderable  diftance  ;  their  ears  and 
their  lips  bored  and  loaded  with  imaginary  jewels ; 
they  make  a  mofl  frightful  figure,  and  fuch 
as  ftrangers  can  fcarce  ever  accuftom  themfelves 
to. 

By  the  fubje6lion,  under  which  they  keep  their 
children,  the  boys  are  early  enured  to  war,  and  the 
girls  to  labour  ;  but,  on  this  occafion,  the  laws  of 
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nature,  and  the  didates  of  reafon,  are  utterly  difre- 
garded.  They  take  no  pains  to  form  their  heads 
or  their  hearts,  or  infpire  them  with  the  leaft  re- 
fpe(fl  or  attachment  to  thofe,  from  whom  they  re- 
ceived their  beings ;  nay,  they  often  have  the  info- 
lence,  when  fbrong  enough  to  ft r ike  their  parents, 
without  having  any  thing  to  fear  from  the  laws  of 
their  country.  Their  villages  are  but  a  kind  of 
ipacious  barns,  divided,  by  partitions,  into  three 
great  rooms  or  halls,  and  covered  with  a  roof, 
barely  fufficient  to  fcreen  them  from  the  heat  of 
the  fun ;  for  the  leaft  pufF  of  wind  is  fufficient 
to  carry  it  away.  The  Cacique  occupies  the  middle 
divifion,  with  his  family  and  his  officers.  Here 
likewife,  all  the  arms  of  his  fubjeds,  are  conftandy 
depofited.  The  fubjeds  live  on  both  fides, 
where  ail  the  furniture  appears,  one  thing  a  top  of 
another,  in  the  moft  diforderly  manner.  The  Ca- 
cique, whofe  dignity  is  hereditary,  receives  great 
honours  from  his  fubjeds,  who  acknowledge  in  him 
an  unlimited  authority,  and  always  obey  his  orders 
with  the  greateft  readinefs  and  punctuality.  His 
children,  as  foon  as  they  come  into  the  v/orld,  are 
committed  to  the  care  of  fome  trufty  perfons,  and 
fent  to  fome  diftant  place,  where,  according  to  the 
ideas  of  the  people,  they  are  pretty  well  educated. 
During  this  courfe  of  education,  they  fee  their  pa- 
rents but  very  feidom. 

The  boys  are  admitted  foldiers  at  fixteen  ;  and 
this  fir  ft  ftep  to  military  preferment  is  very  painful. 
It  is  always  fome  diftinguifhed  veteran,  who  per- 
forms the  ceremony.  He,  fir  ft,  makes  the  candi- 
date fit  down  by  him  ;  and  then  begins  to  pull  out, 
by  the  roots,  the  hairs  that  compofe  one  of  his 
crowns.  This  the  boy  muft  fufFer  without  ftirring^ 
or  making  the  leaft  complaint.  He,  next,  pricks  him 
all  over  the  body,  and  even  in  the  moft  private  and 
fenfible  parts,  with  a  fharp  pointed  bone  9  and  with 
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the  blood,  that  iilues  from  the  numerous  punctures, 
rubs  his  head.  Then,  he  feizes  the  tuft  of  hair  on 
the  crown  of  the  patient's  head ;  pulls  it  with  all 
his  flrength ;  ties  it  as  hard  as  he  can ;  and 
WTaps  it  up  in  a  net.  To  conclude,  he  rubs  him 
all  over  the  body  with  a  red  earth,  and  declares 
him  foldier.  The  new  foldier  is  henceforth  treated 
with  honour  ;  no  private  perfon  has,  after  this  ce- 
remony, any  right  to  command  him ;  and  he  may 
do  what  he  pleafes. 

The  degree  of  veteranfhip  is  conferred  at  the  age 
of  twenty,  it  being  fuppofed,  that  at  twenty,  a  man 
has  acquired  his  full  ftrength  and  vigour.  The 
perfon,  who  intends  to  take  this  degree,  caufes  his 
tuft  to  be  cut  off"  the  evening  before  his  recepti- 
on ;  and  the  crown  of  hair  that  ftill  remains,  to  be 
reduced  to  a  finger's  breadth  ;  after  which,  he  rubs 
himfelf  all  over  the  body  with  melted  wax,  or  iifh 
greafe.  The  night  follov/ing,  he  paints  himfelf  from 
top  to  toe,  with  different  colours ;  binds  his  head 
below  the  crown  of  hair  that  flill  remains,  with  a 
bandage  of  red  thread  ;  covers  all  his  body  with 
little  feathers  prettily  enough  difpofed,  and  hangs  to 
his  belt  little  balls  made  with  the  fame  kind  of  fea- 
thers. Thus  equipt,  he  takes  into  his  hand  a  kind  of 
drum,  or  rather  balloon,  well  iluft  with  water, 
which  he  beats  with  a  calabafh,  fmging  all  the  time, 
from  day-break  till  about  five  in  the  evening.  He, 
next,  diflributes  among  feven  fbldiers  chofen  by 
himfelf  for  this  purpofe,  Iharp  pointed  bones,  with 
which  they,  four  or  five  times,  prick  his  privities 
through  and  through.  Then,  to  conclude  the  ce- 
remony, they  rub  his  head  with  the  blood  that  if- 
fues  from  the  wounds  they  have  made. 

The  life  of  a  foldier  among  the  Guaycuras  is  a 
very  painful  one,  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war  ;  they 
are  conftantly  on  the  watch,  that  they  may  not 
be  furprized  by  their  enemies.     Every  town  has  a 
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centinel  placed  on  a  little  eminence,  to  give  notice 
of  every  motion  in  the  neighbourhood  j  and,  at 
night,  conflantly  fends  out  fcouts,  to  fcour  the  coun- 
try ;  and,  befides,  places  foldiers  up  and  down,  who 
never  ceafe  whiftling,  to  fhew  that  they  are  awake, 
and  on  their  guard.  They  are  all  up  at  the  firft 
alarm,  when  thofe,  who  cannot  bear  arms,  imme- 
diately fly  to  fome  place  of  fafety,  where  it  is  im- 
pofTible  to  track  them,  they  leave  fo  little  impref- 
ficn  behind  them  upon  the  ground  they  tread  on. 
They  fcarce  ufe  any  other  diverfion,  but  that  of 
fhooting  at  a  mark,  and  are,  of  courfe,  excellent 
markfmen.  Befides  their  bows,  arrows,  and  man- 
canas,  they  have  a  kind  of  knife  made  with  the 
jaw-bone  of  a  fifh.  They,  every  year,  attack  fome 
one  nation  or  another,  befides  the  Spaniards,  againft 
whom  they  carry  on  a  perpetual  war.  They  ge- 
nerally kill  all  the  men  that  fall  into  their  hands  ; 
but  preferve  the  boys,  to  marry  them  to  their  daugh- 
ters, felling  to  their  neighbours  the  children  born 
of  thefe  marriages.  They  avoid,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  coming  to  hands  with  the  Spaniards  in  the 
plains,  becaufe  they  have  nothing  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  their  fire-arms ;  but  they  have  a 
hundred  ftratagems  to  attack  them  to  advantage. 
They  are  fo  well  mounted,  that,  when  purfued,  they 
foon  reach  pofts,  which  they  can  eafily  hinder  the 
Spaniards  from  penetrating.  When  they  are  told 
that  the  Spaniards  are  coming  to  attack  them,  they 
coolly  anfwer,  "  let  them  come  ;  when  they  have 
eat  up  all  their  bifcuit,  they  muft  go  as  they  came, 
to  get  a  new  ftock." 

The  day  a  child  is  weaned,  and  the  day  it  begins 
to  run  about  with  the  reft,  are  both  holidays  in  the 
town,  where  the  child  is  weaned,  or  begins  to  run 
about ;  but  the  return  of  the  Pleiades,  which  they 
call  the  kiJs^  upon  the  horizon,  is  a  general  holi- 
day obferved  by  the  whole  nation.     They  prepare 
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for  it,  by  (haking  their  matts,  and  beating  their  par- 
titions. The  men,  then,  form  themfelves  into  one 
battalion  ;  and  the  women  into  another ;  and  fall 
upon  each  other  pretty  ferioufly.  It  is  a  diverfion, 
if  you  pleafe,  but  is  a  diverfion  fit  only  for  barba- 
rians. The  boys  and  girls,  likewife,  exchange  fome 
cuffs,  but  merely  for  foim-fake.  Thefe  en- 
gagements are  followed  by  races  ;  and,  then,  both 
parties  mutually  with  each  other  an  accomplifh- 
ment  of  all  their  wifhes,  and,  above  all  things,  fuc- 
cefs  againfh  their  enemies.  The  feafl  always  ter- 
minates in  drunkenefs. 

Every  tov/n  mourns  for  the  death  of  its  Ca- 
cique, and  diat  of  his  children,  and  nearefl  relations. 
This  ceremony  confifls  in  obferving  a  llrid:  con- 
tinence, for  a  longer  or  fhorter  time,  in  proportion 
to  the  rank  of  the  deceafed,  or  the  people's  affedion 
for  him  ;  in  fafling,  that  is,  in  not  eating  fifh,  which 
is  the  thing  in  the  world,  next  to  wine,  thefe 
Indians  are  fondeft  of;  in  putting  on  a  forrowfui 
countenance,  and  not  painting  either  face  or  body. 
The  Cacique,  as  often  as  he  happens  to  be  in 
mourning,  changes  the  names  of  ail  his  fubjedls. 
On  the  death  of  perfons  of  diftin6lion,  they  im- 
mediately butcher  a  certain  number  of  men  and 
women,  to  bear  him  company  in  the  other  world  ; 
nor  do  they  find  it  a  difficult  matter  to  obtain  vic- 
tims ;  there  are  always  enough  to  put  in  for  this 
honour.  The  funeral  is  performed  with  great  ce- 
remony. The  body  is  decked  out  with  the  linefl 
trinkets  they  can  get.  Thofe  of  the  Caciques,  elps- 
cially  carry  with  them  to  the  grave  the  mofl  pre- 
cious ornaments  of  the  whole  town.  Nor  is  there 
any  need  of  compulfion  on  the  occafion ;  all 
preiTmg  to  give  the  deceafed  the  fmcerefh  proofs  of 
refpedl  and  affed:ion. 

Pol  V  G  A  M  Y  is  not  known  among  the  Guyacurus ; 
l^ut  the  bonds  of  matriUhony  are  fo  very  flight,  that, 

when 
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when  the  parties  do  not  like  each  other,  they  feparate 
without  any  further  ceremony.  In  other  refpedls 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  the  mofl  diftant  notions 
of  that  bafhfulnefs  fo  natural  to  the  reft  of  man- 
kind :  thofe  adlions  which  require  moft  privacy, 
being  among  them  performed  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  world.  The  girls  who  prove  with  child  be- 
fore marriage,  either  deftroy  their  burthen  in  the 
womb,  or  lay  violent  hands  upon  it,  the  minute 
they  are  delivered  of  it,  in  the  natural  way. 
The  condition  of  the  v/omen  is  very  hard  ;  they 
are  treated  like  flaves,  and  never  allowed  a  mo- 
ment's refpite.  The  girls  follow  the  foldiers  to  the 
war,  in  order  to  wait  upon  them  ;  and  never  meet 
with  the  leaft  indulgence.  The  hufbands  never 
appear  to  give  themfelves  any  trouble  about  their 
wives,  but  at  their  return  from  a  campaign,  v/hen 
they  prefent  them  with  the  fcalps  of  thofe  they  have 
flain,  the  only  marks  of  victory  they  bring  home 
along  with  them.  The  women  deck  themfelves 
out  with  thefe  fcalps,  by  way  of  celebrating  the  tri- 
umph of  their  hufbands,  who  on  their  fide,  adorn 
their  heads  with  feathers,  and  their  foreheads  with 
plates  of  filver,  or  fome  other  metal.  The  women 
iikewife  wear  collars  upon  the  occafion  ^  and,  then, 
faften  their  fcalps  to  a  poft,  about  which  they  dance, 
fmging  all  the  time  the  praifes  of  the  conquerors. 

When  the  Guavcurus  think  themfelves  threat- 
ened  with  a  ftorm,  they  fally  out  of  their  towns, 
the  men  armed  with  their  mancanas,  and  the  wo- 
men and  children  howling  with  all  their  might ;  for, 
they  believe,  that,  by  fo  doing,  they  put  to  flight 
the  devil  that  intended  to  excite  it.  Daily  experi- 
ence is  not  fufficient  to  convince  them  of  their  mif- 
take  ;  but,  perhaps,  they  think  that  the  devil  would 
ufe  them  worfe,  if  they  did  not  thus  intimidate-  him 
by  their  cries  and  menaces.  This  is  the  only  divi- 
nity they  acknowledge,  except  the  moon,  and  the 
conflellation  called  the  great  bear,  to  which,  how- 

ever^ 
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ever,  it  does  not  appear,  that  they  pay  any  manner 
of  worfhip.  As  they  do  not  cultivate  the  ground, 
they  Hve  entirely  on  river  and  land  game.  Nothing 
comes  amifs  to  them.  They  eat  lions,  tigers,  bears, 
and  the  moll  venomous  fnakes  and  vipers.  Some 
people  pretend,  that  they  inure  their  conflitutions 
to  this  kind  of  food,  by  the  conflant  ufe  they  make 
of  it  from  their  infancy.  Befides,  all  the  Indians 
of  South  America  have  very  hot  flomachs. 

To  return  to  Don  Alvarez,  he  v/as  now  chiefly 
employed  in  taking  proper  meafures  to  aflifh  the 
Spaniards  he  had  fent,  by  fea,  from  the  Ifland  of 
St.  Catherine  to  Buenos  Ayres  ;  and,  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  he,  at  lafh,  dilpatched  two  brigantines,  loaded 
with  all  manner  of  civil  and  military  {lores,  and 
manned  by  one  hundred  men,  under  the  command 
of  Don  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza.  He,  then,  fent  a 
detachment  of  his  troops  againfl  the  Agazez,  who 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  furprifed,  and  lofl  a  great 
number  of  men,  befides  fourteen  priibners,  v/ho 
were  immediately  hanged.  This  execution  had  its 
defired  effe(5l.  The  whole  nation  implored  the 
governor's  mercy,  and  fubmitted  to  all  the  condi- 
tions he  thought  proper  to  prefcribe,  efpecially 
when  they  heard  of  his  having  taken  another 
meafure,  which  fpread  his  reputation  all  over  the 
country  ;  and  rendered  his  name  as  terrible  to  the 
Indians,  as  it  had  been  before  dear  to  them. 

He  had  received  intelligence,  it  feems,  that  the 
fon  of  the  unfortunate  Alexis  Garcia  was  flill 
a  captive  among  the  Indians,  who  had  killed  his 
father,  and  carried  off  his  trealiares  ;  and  thereupon 
fent  to  beg  they  would  return  him  their  prifoner  ; 
but  thefe  barbarians  butchered  all  his  meffengers, 
except  one,  whom  they  fent.  back  to  acquaint  him, 
that  if  he  dared  to  prefent  himfelf  before  them,  they 
would  treat  him  in  the  fame  manner  they  had  done 
his  deputies.  Don  Alvarez,  incenfed  at  this  af- 
front. 
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'front,  ordered  his  nephew  Don  Alphonfo  Riquelmi,. 
to  piqk  out  three  hundred  Spaniards,  and  a  thou- 
fand  Indians  ;  and  march  againfl  thefe  barbarians, 
and  make  them  fenfible,  that  he  was  not  to  be  in- 
fulted  with  impunity.  Riquelmi,  accordingly,  fee 
out ;  but  found  them  upon  their  guard,  in  great 
numbers,  and  very  advantageoufly  pofled.  He 
charged  them,  however,  fo  fuddenly,  that  he  im- 
mediately threw  them  into  diforder,  killed  three 
thoufand,  and  made  four  thoufand  prifoners.  His 
vidory,  indeed,  coft  him  fomething,  for  he  loft 
fifty  of  his  beil  men  on  the  occafion. 

Don  Alvarez's  joy  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  ex- 
pedition was  foon  troubled  by  the  arrival  of  four 
brigantines  from  Buenos  Ayres,  with  Eftopinan  Ca- 
beca  de  Vaca,  and  all  the  Spaniards,  whom  the 
governor  had  fent  by  fea  from  the  illand  of  St. 
Catherine.  Don  Eftopinan  acquainted  the  gover- 
nor, that,  on  his  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres,  he  found 
a  letter  there  figned  by  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de 
Irak,  and  Alphonfo  Cabrera,  with  orders  to  evacuate 
it,  as  the  inhabitants  were  daily  in  danger  of  per  idl- 
ing by  hunger,  or  the  arrows  of  the  Indians.  He 
added,  that  five  and  twenty  Spaniards  had  taken 
refuge  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil ;  that,  had  the  affiftance 
brought  thofe  left  behind  arrived  but  twenty- 
four  hours  late,  they  muft  all  have  inevitably 
■perifhed,  one  way  or  another  ;  that,  his  arrival  hav- 
ing given  the  inhabitants  fome  fpirits,  he  had  taken 
meailires  to  alter  the  fituation  of  the  town,  and  re- 
move all  the  Spaniards  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St. 
John  ;  but,  as  winter  came  on  in  the  mean  time, 
and  all  the  rivers  had  overflown  their  banks,  he 
thought  the  only  ftep  he  could  take,  was  to  con- 
duft  to  the  Aflumption  all  his  men,  and  all  the  re- 
maining inhabitants. 

Mendoz  A,  v/ho,  as  we  juft  now  faid,  had  but  juft 
fet  out  for  the  relief  of  Buenos  Ayres,  had  been  ftill 

more 
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more  unfortunate,  and  run  much  greater  rifks. 
One  of  his  vefTels  loaded  with  provifions  was 
wrecked,  and  fome  of  the  crew  drowned.  The 
fhip,  which  carried  himfelf,  being  moored  clofe  in 
fhore  to  a  tree,  an  earthquake  threw  the  tree  upon 
the  fhip,  and,  by  that  means,  overfet  her.  The 
reft  of  the  brigantines  fuffered  as  much  ;  and 
fourteen  perfons  belonging  to  them  were  drowned 
or  cruflied  to  death,  fo  that  it  was  with  great  dif- 
ficulty Mendoza  reached  the  AiTumption,  where 
he  foon  after  had  the  mortification  of  being  pre- 
fent  at  a  much  more  terrible  difafter. 

On  the  fourth  of  February,  1545,  arr 

^^^'  Indian  woman,  fervant  to  one  of  the  in- 
habitants, carelefsly  lliaking  her  hammock,  which 
happened  to  take  lire,  fome  of  the  fparks  flew,  un- 
oblerved,  into  the  partitions  of  the  room,  whicli 
was  of  ftraw  ;  fo  that  in  a  few  minutes,  the  whole 
houfe  was  in  flames.  The  fire  foon  gained  all  thofe 
that  furrounded  it  ;  and  carried  by  a  ftrong 
wind,  foon  reached  the  rell,  and  confumed  two  hun- 
dred. Its  inhabitants  had  no  time  to  fave  any  thing 
but  their  arms  ;  their  very  poultry,  and  moft  of 
their  other  domeftic  animals  having  been  burnt. 
There  remained  but  fifty  houfes,  feparated  from  the 
refl  by  water.  Thus  moft  of  the  inhabitants  faw  them- 
felves,  in  a  moment,  without  cloaths,  without  food, 
without  furniture,  or  merchandize  ;  and  expofed, 
withal,  for  want  of  houfe  room,  to  all  the  injuries 
of  the  weather  ;  but  they  had  a  great  refource  left 
in  their  governor.  Hb,  firft,  piovided  againft  the 
moft  prelling  necelTities,  and  fent  to  ail  the  Indian 
towns,  to  buy  provifions  at  his  own  expence.  He 
then  furniftied,  with  equal  generofity,  the  money 
requifite  to  fupply  the  other  wants  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, fo  that  all  the  houfes,  which  had  hitherto 
confifted  of  nothing  but  ftraw,  were,  with  incon- 
ceivable difpatchp  rebuilt  of  earth. 

Don 
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Don  Alvarez  foon  received  fome  news,  that 
confoled  him  a  little  for  fuch  a  train  of  difaflers. 
In  the  month  of  Novem^ber,  of  the  preceding  year, 
he  had,  confornlably  to  his  in{lru(5lions,  and^  with 
the  advice  of  his  council,  formed  a  refolulion  to  re- 
mount the  Paraguay  as  high  as  pofTible.  He  in- 
tended to  have  been  himfelf  of  this  expedition  ;  but, 
as  his  prefence  was  become,  from  day  to  day, 
more  necelTary  at  the  AlTumption,  he  thought  he 
had  better  let  fomebody  elfe,  duly  qualified  for  fuch 
an  undertaking,  make  the  firfl  effay  ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  caft  his  eye  upon  his  lieutenant,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  a  man  of  refolution ;  and  he  was,  befides, 
glad  of  having  a  genteel  pretext  to  remove  from  the 
AlTumption;  He,  therefore,  told  him,  that  he  did 
not  know  any  one  fitter  for  an  attempt,  the  fuccefs 
of  which  the  emperor  had  greatly  at  heart  ;  and 
gave  him  his  word,  that  he  would  reprefent  all  the 
fer vices  he  might  render  his  majefty  on  the  occafi- 
on,  in  the  mofh  advantageous  light. 

Don  Alvarez  earneflly  recommended  to  him, 
if  he  could  not  get  quite  up  to  the  fource  of  the 
river,  at  leaft,  to  pufli  as  near  it  as  he  pollibly 
could  ;  to  take  an  exa^fl  account  of  the  different 
nations  inhabiting  its  banks  ;  to  fend,  from  time  to 
time,  parties  of  Indians,  with  fome  Spaniards,  into 
the  inland  countries,  and  even  penetrate,  if  poifible, 
into  Peru,  as  he  had  agreed  with  Don  Chriftophero 
Vaca  de  Caflro,  to  endeavour  to  eltablifh  a  com- 
munication betv/een  that  kingdom  and  Paraguay. 
Irala  exprefled  great  fatisfadlion  at  thefe  marks  of 
his  general's  efteem  and  confidence,  and,  being  pro- 
vided with  three  ftout  brigantines  manned  with 
ninety  Spaniards,  and  a  great  number  of  Indians, 
and  plentifully  flored  with  provifions  of  every  kind, 
fet  out  the  20th  of  November,  1542  ;  and,  after 
remounting  the  river  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues 
by  eflimation,  arrived  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  lake  of 
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the  Xarayez,  where  he  difcovered  a  port  on  the 
weflern  fhore,  and  called  it  King's-Port^  becaiife  he 
entered  it  on  the  Epiphany,  or  twelfth-day.  After 
taking  a  little  rell  here,  he  fet  forward  by  land  to- 
wards the  weft,  with  all  his  Indians  and  Spaniards, 
except  a  fufficient  number,  whom  he  left  behind,  to 
take  care  of  the  veflels.  He  met  on  the  road  with 
feveral  nations,  who  had  a  great  deal  of  wrought  gold 
and  frlver  ;  but  he  could  never  difcover  whence 
they  obtained  it.  However,  he  aifured  the  gover- 
nor at  his  return,  that  he  might  have  eafily  pene- 
trated that  way  into  Peru,  had  he  been  in  a  better 
condition  to  awe  the  Indians,  whom  he  every  where 
met  with.  He  even  added,  that  thofe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  King's-Port  longed  greatly  to 
fee  the  Spaniards  and  their  general  among  them  ; 
but,  perhaps,  he  had  reafons  of  his  own  for  m.ak- 
ing  this  laft  part  of  the  llory. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  fome  time  after  Irak's  return 
to  the  Allumption,  Riguelmi  arrived  there,  from 
his  expedition  againft  the  murderers  of  Alexis 
Garcia ;  and  Don  Alvarez,  at  laft,  on  the  report  of 
thefe  two  officers,  refolved  not  to  defer  any  longer 
taking  the  fame  rout  his  lieutenant  had  purfued, 
and  even  to  get  nearer  Peru,  if  poffible.  He  had 
already  built  ten  brigantines  for  this  voyage  ;  and 
having  given  orders  to  fit  them  out  dirediy,  he 
fent  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza  to  buy  provifions,  in 
fome  Indian  towns  above  the  river,  up  the  coun- 
try of  the  Guaranis  ^  but  the  Indians  not  only 
refufed  to  fell  him  any,  but  expreffed  great  inve-- 
teracy  againft  the  Spaniards  ;  upon  which,  Don  Al- 
varez fent  Irala  to  his  alTiftance,  with  orders,  how- 
ever, to  employ  carelTes  and  prefents,  to  engage 
them  to  do  v/ith  a  good  grace,  what  the  Spani-- 
ards  could  oblige  them  to  do  by  force.  This 
method  fucceeded ;  and  two  Caciques  of  thefe 
Indians  followed  Irala  to  the  AiTumption  ;    did  ho- 
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mage  to  the  governor  ;  and  promifed  to  obey,  mih 
the  greateil  pimdtuality,  all  the  orders  he  might 
hereafter  be  pleafed  to  give  them. 

Every  thing  was  now  ready  for  his  departure, 
when  he  received  intelligence,  that  the  two  friars, 
whom  he  had  brought  with  him  from  the  ifland  of  St. 
Catherine,  were  privately  fet  out  from  the  Affump- 
tion,  V  ith  letters  to   the  Emperor,  accufmg  him 
of  having  filled  the  province  with  trouble  and  con- 
fufion,    by   the  bad  ufe  he  made  of  his  autho- 
rity. It  is  likewife  faid,  that,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
d  libvery   of   what  they  were  about,    they  con- 
fined a  number  of  Indian  girls,  whom  they  had  been 
ordered  to  inflrudl;  and  carried  them  off  with  them. 
It  is  not  known  what  they  intended  by  fo  doing  ; 
but  it  is  certain,  that  the  Cacique  of  the  town, 
whence  the  poor  creatures  had  been  taken,  came 
to  com. plain  of  fo  fhamefulan  adlion  to  the  gover- 
nor ;    and  the  governor  having   immediately  fent 
after  their  conductors,  five  and  thirty  girls  were 
found  with  them.  The  friars  had  fent  before  them 
fome  Spaniards,  who  were  to  return  with  them  to 
Spain,  and  a  Brazilian,    whom  they  had  feduced 
from  the  governor's  fervice,  in  which  he  was  very 
ufeful  to  the  Emiperor.     This  man,  it  is  probable, 
was  to  be  their  guide  to  the  coall  of  Brazil,  to- 
wards which,    it  feems,  they  had   direded  their 
courfe. 

The  Indian  girls  and  their  treacherous  con- 
dudlors  being  brought  back  to  the  AfTumption  ; 
foon  after  their  arrival,  Don  Alvarez  v/as  given  to 
underfland,  that  the  revenue-officers  were  at  the 
bottom  of  this  villainous  affair  ;  and  fome  letters, 
that  were  found  upon  the  two  friars,  convinced 
him  thoroughly  of  it.  Upon  this,  therefore,  he 
immediately  ordered  the  criminals  to  be  arrefled  ; 
but,  though  he  now  faw  how  much  he  was  to  blame 
for  having  flopped  the  profecution,  he  had  ordered 

to 
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to  be  commenced  againfh  them  the  preced- 
ing year  ;  and  Hill  more,  for  liaving  releafed 
them  from  their  confinement,  his  nainral  goodnefs 
again  got  the  better  of  his  juftice,  and  blinded  him 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  prevent  his  refleding,  that 
there  are  certain  crimes,  which  it  is  dangerous  to 
punifh  by  halves.  However,  he  did  lefs  than  half 
punifh  them,  for  he  ordered  them  all  to  be  fet  at 
liberty,  on  giving  fecurity  for  their  good  behaviour 
for  die  future.  He,  it  is  probable,  feared,  left 
the  flownefs  of  a  judicial  profecution  againPr. 
them  might  delay  too  long  his  intended  expedition 
up  the  river.  However,  he  parted  them  by  taking 
along  with  him  the  Fa6lor,  Peter  de  Orantez, 
and  the  treafurer,  Philip  Caceres.  He  then  ap- 
pointed Don  Juan  de  Salazar  to  command,  during 
his  abfence,  at  the  Allumption  ;  his  lieutenant,  it 
is  probable,  being  engaged  elfev^^here  ;  and  on 
the  day  of  the  Nativity  of  the  blefled  Virgin, 
v/hofe  church,  confumed  in  the  late  conflagration, 
he  had  jufl  rebuilt  at  his  own  expence,  and  had 
even  helped  toeredl  as  a  common  workman,  he  took 
fhipping  with  two  hundred  Spaniards,  after  having 
recommended,  above  all  things,  to  Salazar,  to  have 
ready,  againfl  his  return,  a  brigantine  he  had  or- 
dered to  be  built,  with  a  view  of  fending  her  to 
Spain,  with  difpatches  to  the  Emperor. 

Don  Alvarez  was  followed  by  twelve  hundred 
of  the  bravefh  Guarani  warriors  in  canoes  ;  but  his 
engaging  manners  feemed  to  render  fo  much  pre- 
caution needlefs.  He  made  fuch  confiderable  pre- 
fents  to  all  the  Indians,  in  the  towns  he  paflfed  by, 
on  both  fides  of  the  river,  that  they  vowed  perpe- 
tual friendihip  to  the  Spaniards,  and  religioufly 
kept  their  promife.  He  ordered  the  two  revenue- 
officers  to  travel  by  land,  with  tv/o  hundred  Spa- 
niards more,  and  an  equal  number  of  Indians,  and 
wait  for  him  at  Candlemas-port  j  but  Caceras,  hav- 
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ing  Icfl  his  horfe  the  very  firfl  day,  obtained  leave 
to  return  heme,  and  fend  his  fon  in  his  ftead. 
The  1 2th,  the  fleet  entered  Candlemas-Port,  v/hich, 
by  an  obfervation  of  the  fun,  was  found  to  be  in 
the  latitude  of  22  degrees  and  40  minutes. 

The  day  following,  feven  Payaguas  appeared  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  and  made  figns  to  exprefs 
their  defire  of  fpeaking  with  the  Spaniards.  Don 
Alvarez,  upon  this,  fent  afhore  to  them  feven  Spa- 
niards, with  a  Guarani,  who,  having  been  a  flave 
among  the  Payaguas,  could  fpeak  their  language 
very  fluently.  The  Payaguas  afked  the  Spaniards, 
if  they  were  the  fam.e  that  fo  often  went  up  and 
down  the  river,  and  being  anfwered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, one  of  the  Payaguas  told  them  he  would 
be  glad  to  fpeak  with  their  commander.  He  was, 
accordingly,  conducted  to  Don  Alvarez,  who  having 
afked  him  what  he  wanted,  he  anfwered,  that  his 
Cacique  would  be  very  glad  to  enter  into  an  alli- 
ance with  him  ;  that  he  had  flill  by  him  all  the 
treafure  he  had  carried  oflf  from  the  great  captain 
Ayolas  ;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  reflore  it,  if  the 
governor  would  but  pardon  the  treachery  he  had 
been  guilty  of. 

Don  Alvarez  having  afked  him  in  what  the 
treafure  confifled,  he  anfwered,  in  as  much  gold  and 
filver,  in  bracelets,  crowns,  and  other  ornaments,  as 
fixty-fix  Indians  could  carry.  Upon  this,  Don 
Alvarez  defired  the  Indian  to  affure  his  Cacique, 
that  he  was  come  into  the  country,  by  order  of  the 
Emperor,  to  pacify  all  the  nations  that  inhabited  it ; 
pardon  pafh  offences  ;  oflfer  his  prote6lion  to  fuch 
of  the  natives,  as  were  willing  to  declare  themfelves 
his  vaffals,  and  live  upon  good  terms  with  his  fub- 
jedls  ;  and  that,  if  his  Cacique  was  difpofed  to  ac- 
cept thefe  conditions,  he  might  come  to  fee  him  in 
the  greatefl  fafety,  and  (liould  have  ail  the  reafon 
in  the  word  to  be  well  pleafed  with  his   reception. 

He 
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He  then  gave  the  meflenger  fome  prefents  for  his 
Cacique,  and  fome  for  himfelf,  and  afked  him  v/hen 
he  might  expedl  to  fee  him  again,  and  his  Cacique. 
The  Payagua  anfvvered,  the  day  following  ;  and 
was  then  recondudled  to  the  place  where  he  had 
been  taken  up. 

Some  days,  however,  having  paft,  without  the 
governor's  hearing  any  thing  of  either  of  them  ;  his 
Guarani  interpreter,  to  whom  he  exprelTed  his  fur- 
prize  at  it,  told  him,  he  imagined  it  would  be  to  no 
purpofe  to  wait  for  them  any  longer ;  that  there  was 
not  a  more  fufpicious  or  treacherous  nation  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  than  the  Payaguas  ;    that  all  the 
Cacique  aimed  ut  by  this  meiiage,  was  to  gain  time 
and  amufe  him  -,    that,  in  his  opinion,  he  v/ould  do 
well  to  purfue  them^  that,  as  they  were  heavily 
loaded,  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  come  up 
with  them  ;    that  to  judge  by  what  he  knew  of  the 
country,  they  would  not  halt,  till  they  arrived  at 
a  lake  well  fhored  with  fifh,  in  the  centre  of  a  very 
fine  country ;    and  which  had  been  well  peopled, 
before  the  Payaguas  had  murdered  its  inhabitants. 
Don  Alvarez  took  the  Guarani's  advice,  and  caufed 
himfelf  to  be  put  afhore,  with  great  part  of  his 
troops,  at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  by  which  the  lake 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Paraguay.     Before  he  could 
reach  this  river,  he  obferved  a  pretty  numerous 
body   of  Indians,   who,    his  interpreter   informed 
him,    were  the  Payaguas  endeavouring  to  make 
their  efcape ;    but,  though  he  followed,  for  eight 
days  together,  the  courfe  of  this  river,  and  made 
the  tour  of  the  lake  from  whence  it  iffues,  he  could 
meet  with  none  of  them  ;    and,  therefore,  judging 
that  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe,    to  proceed  fur- 
ther in  queft  of  fuch  a  roving,  unfettled  people, 
he  made  the  befl  of  his  way  back  to  Candlemas- 
port. 

H  3  Here 
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Here   Don  Alvarez  embarked  again,    leaving 
behind   him   Mendoza,    v^ith   inflructions,    which 
probably  regarded  the  Payaguas.     The  banks  of 
the  river  in  this  place  are  covered  with  different 
kinds  of  fruit-trees,  particularly  the  calTia  tree.     A 
little  higher,  it  is  rendered  exceedingly  rapid  by 
tv/o  rocks,    which,   projediing  from  the   oppofite 
fhores,  greatly  flrengthen  the  channel.     The  Spa- 
niards caught  here  great  plenty  of  Goldenies,  fome 
weighing  fifteen  pounds.     The  fiefh  of  this  lifh  is 
both  very  wholefom,  and  very  well  tafled.     It  is 
even  pretended,  that  the  v/ater,  in  which  it  has 
been  boiled,  is  a  fovereign  remedy  againft  the  itch, 
and  the  leprofy.     Mendoza  now  rejoined  the  go- 
vernor, who,  having  difcovered  a  great  ftir  among 
the  Indians,  alarmed,  no  doubt,  at  the  fight  of  fo 
numerous  a  fleet,  ordered  him  to  quiet  them.     He 
himfeif  entered  into  a  conference  with  the  Guaro- 
ropos^  and  made  them  promife  not  to  molefl  fuch 
of  his  people,  as  he  might  leave  behind  ^    but  thefe 
barbarians  broke  their  word,  which,  however,  Fer- 
nandez pretends  his  countrymen  gave  them  fuffi- 
cient  provocations  not  to  keep. 

In  this  latitude,  the  river  overflows  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, when  the  fun  has  reached  the  tropic,  that  it 
lays  under  v/ater  more  than  an  hundred  leagues  of 
country  on  both  fides ;    fo  that,  according  to  the 
author  jufh  now  cited,  canoes  pafs  freely  over  the 
higheft  trees.     Thefe  inundations  lafl  four  months ; 
the  waters  begin  to  fall  towards  the  end  of  March  ; 
and  leave  behind  them  a  prodigious  quantity  of  fifh, 
which,  by  putrefying,  infedl  the  air,  and  render 
the  country  very  fickly  ;    but  when  the  waters  are 
quite  dried  up,  the  Indians  repair,  in  great  num- 
bers-, to  the  river  ;    live  upon  the  fifh  with  which 
.^t  abounds,  and  fpend  their  v/hole  time  in  mirth 
and  diverfion. 
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Don  Alvarez,  who  found  them  there,  would 
not  permit  any  of  his  people  to  have  any  dealings 
with  them,  thougli  he  received  with  great  kindnels 
ieveral  of  them  who  came  to  wait  upon  him,  and 
even  made  them  fome  prefents.  The  25  th  of  Oc- 
tober, he  arrived  at  a  place,  where  the  river  divi- 
ded, to  the  left,  into  three  branches,  the  middle- 
mofl  refembling  a  great  lake,  which,  a  little  higher 
up,  unite  again.  A  little  higher  up,  and  on  the 
lame  fide,  is  another  river,  formed  by  a  great  many 
itreams,  which,  by  their  inofculations,  compofe  a  la- 
byrinth, out  of  v/hich  the  Indians  of  the  country 
lind  it  no  eafy  matter  to  extricate  therafelves.  This 
river  they  call  Igiiatii^  which  lignifies  good  water.. 
Don  Alvarez  entered  it,  after  planting  crofTes  to 
let  thofe  who  followed  him  know  the  rout  he  had 
taken.  The  8  th  of  November,  having  afcended 
and  defcended  all  thefe  rivers,  he  returned  to  the 
Paraguay,  and  found  himfelf  oppofite  feveral  bald 
and  lofty  mountains,  of  a  reddifh  colour,  in  the 
form,  of  bells  •,  where  he  was  informed,  a  kind  of 
white  metal  was  to  be  found.  Between  this  and 
King's-Port,  the  river  was  fo  low,  that  his  men 
were  obliged  to  get  into  the  water,  and,  by  force  of 
arms,  help  the  brigantines  over  fome  Ihallows,  about 
4i  crofs-bow  fliot  in  length. 

The  governor,  on  entering  the  port,  found  there 
before  him,  a  great  number  of  Indians,  who  impa- 
tiently waited  his  arrival,  and  received  him  with 
the  greatefl  demonilrations  of  joy.  On  his  fide,  he 
treated  them  with  the  greatefl  kindnefs  \  and,  be- 
ing informed  that  they  adored  idols,  a  thing  that 
had  not  as  yet  been  obferved,  among  any  of  th& 
other  nations  of  this  continent,  he  earneflly  ex- 
horted the  fecular  and  regular  clergy,  who  accom- 
panied him  in  this  expedition,  to  omit  nothing  to 
open  their  eyes,  and  bring  them  over  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God.     He  even  fpoke  to  them, 

H  4.  himfelf, 
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himfelf,  of  the  weaknefs  of  thefe  dumb  and  blind 
divinities ;  and  at  lafl  prevailed  on  them,  to  give  up 
thefe  objeds  of  their  worfhip  to  the  flames  ;  not- 
withftanding  the  great  apprehenfions  they  at  firfb 
feemed  to  be  under,  left  the  devils  fhould  punilli 
them  feverely  for  it.  This  done,  Don  Alvarez 
caufed  a  crofs  to  be  eredted,  and  built  a  chapel, 
where  mafs  was  fung  with  great  folemnity,  to  the 
no  fmall  fatisfadlion  of  the  Indians.  After  this  ce- 
remony, he  took  poflelhon  of  the  whole  country, 
for  the  crown  of  Spain  ;  and,  perhaps,  there  is  not 
any  in  all  this  vafh  province,  in  which  it  was  more 
the  intereft  of  the  Spaniards  to  make  a  folid  efla- 
blifhment,  and  which,  notwithftanding,  they  have 
more  negle(5led,  as  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of 
this  hiftory.  Don  Alvarez  having  by  this  perceiv- 
ed, that  the  Indians  took  offence  at  the  Spaniards 
penetrating  into  their  towns,  forbid  it,  directly,  un- 
der the  feverefl  penalties. 

These  Indians  cultivate  the  earth  ;  grow  feveral 
kinds  of  excellent  fruit,  manioc  and  maiz,  of  which 
laft,  they  make  the  earth  yield  them  two  crops  a 
year.  Fifhing,  fowling,  and  hunting  are  another 
great  refource.  They  likewife  breed  geele,  and 
cocks  and  hens,  though  not  entirely  for  the  fake  of 
their  flefli ;  for  they  make  ufe  of  the  fir  ft  to  rid 
themfelves  of  grafshoppers,  whofe  chirping,  it  is 
probable,  they  do  not  like ;  and  the  latter,  by 
having  them  at  niofht,  to  fecure  themfelves  from 
the  attacks  of  a  certain  fpecies  of  large  bats,  the 
famic,  perhaps,  as  v/e  have  before  mentioned. 
Thefe  bats  are  a  very  dangerous  creature,  as  Don 
Alvarez  himfelf  experienced  to  his  coft.  One 
night,  as  he  lay  lleeping  in  his  brigantine,  with  one 
ofhis  feet  uncovered,  one  of  thefe  birds,  not  only 
bit  die  tip  of  his  great  toe,  but  ftript  the  under  part 
-of  it  entirely  of  the  fkin,  without  awakening  him  ; 
io  that,    before   he  av/oke,    his  bed  was  full  of 

blood. 
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blood.  But  it  is  upon  the  ears  of  horfes,  and  the 
dugs  of  newly  littered  fows,  which  they  firfl  fuck, 
and  then  gnaw  to  the  very  roots,  that  thefe  terri- 
ble birds  principally  faflen.  The  horfes  know 
them,  fo  that,  on  their  getting  into  a  ftable,  the 
poor  creatures  in  it,  become  downright  furious. 
Fernandez,  who  relates  thefe  fadts,  has  forgot  to 
,tell  us  in  what  manner  the  cocks  and  hens  free  the 
Indians  from  thefe  troublefome  animals. 

Neither  this  author,  nor  Herrera  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  acquaint  us  exadly  with  the  fituation 
of  King's-Port ;  and  it  is  merely  by  indudion,  and 
by  following  Don  Alvarez  in  the  rout  he  took  to 
enter  it,  that  we  may,  without  apprehending  any 
miftake,  place  it  at  the  entrance  into  the  lake  of  the 
Xarayes,  on  its  weftern  lliore,  and  oppofite  to  the 
ifland  of  the  Orejones  ;  and  this  is  the  fituation  al- 
ready given  to  it  by  the  famous  William  de  Lille, 
the  only  geographer  I  know,  who  has  mentioned  it 
in  his  maps  j  for  the  Spanifh  geographers  have,  all, 
omitted  it.  The  journals  of  thofe,  who  have  fince 
attempted  to  penetrate  from  Paraguay  into  Techo 
makes  the  length  of  the  ifland  in  this  lake,  thirty 
miles  ;    and  its  greateft  breadth,  fifteen. 

This  ifland,  it  is  faid,  derives  its  name  from 
that  of  a  Peruvian  nation,  called  Orejones,  becaufe 
jhey  bore  their  ears ;  many  of  whom,  it  is  pretend- 
ed; took  refuge  here  at  the  conqueft  of  Peru  ;  and 
it  is  probable,  that  the  Spaniards  under  Don  Al- 
varez were  the  iirft  to  give  it  the  name  of  the 
JJIand  of  Paradife.  If  what  all  the  memoirs  I  have 
perufed  fay  of  it,  is  true,  it  is  very  well  intitled  to 
that  appellation  ;  for  though  fituated  in  the  torrid 
zone,  between  the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  degrees 
pf  latitude,  it  enjoys  the  mofl;  temperate  weather 
a^U  the  year  round  ;  owing  to  the  winds  which  blow 
there  conftantly  every  day  at  regular  hours,  and  a 

great 
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great  number  of  rivulets,  with  which  it  is  watered. 
Its  fields  produce,  without  culture,  the  mofl  excel- 
lent fruits ;  and  the  difference  between  the  feafons 
being  fcarce  fenfible,  every  month  is  equally  fit  to 
fow  or  reap  in.  The  difpofitions  of  the  inhabitants 
greatly  refemble  the  air  they  breathe.  They 
do  not  cultivate  the  vine,  but  make  a  very  whole- 
fom  and  agreeable  liquor,  with  their  honey.  Here 
is,  likewife,  the  greatefb  plenty  of  every  kind  of 
game,  both  filh,  fowl,  and  four-footed  animals. 
All  thefe  advantages,  joined  to  the  confideration  of 
its  lying  but  a  league  from  King's-Port,  engaged 
the  Spaniards  torequefl  their  governor  to  form  an 
cllablirhment  there. 

Not  to  fpealv  of  the  beauty  of  this  place,  and  the 
mildnefs  of  its  climate,  there  were,  one  would  ima- 
gine, many  other  reafons  fufficient  to  determine 
Don  Alvarez  to  fortify  it,  and  leave  a  garrifon  be- 
hind him  to  defend  it.  It  was  the  befl  fliep  he  could 
take  to  eftabiifn  a  correfpondence  between  Para- 
guay and  PciXi,  which  he  had  fo  much  at  heart ; 
and  we  fhail  fee  hereafter,  hov/  much  the  court  of 
Spain  has  fuffered,  even  in  Paraguay,  by  having 
negleded  fo  important  a  pofl:.  Don  Alvarez  had 
too  much  fenie,  not  to  fee,  himfelf,  the  neceflity 
there  was  to  fecure  the  pofTeffion  of  it ;  but  he  had 
no  more  men  along  with  him,  than  what  v/ere  ab- 
folutely  necelTary  lo  continue  the  difcoveries,  with 
which  he  had  been  charged  -,  and  he  could  draw 
no  more  from  the  AlTumption.  Befides,  he  could 
not  forefee  thofe  events,  which  afterwards  pre- 
vented his  taking  all  the  fleps  the  fervice  of 
the  Emperor,  and  the  good  of  his  province  re- 
quired. But,  be  that  as  it  will,  the  foldiers,  the 
veterans  efpecially,  murmured  greatly  at  his  pre- 
parations to  quit  thefe  charming  places  :  "  To 
-what  purpofe,"  they  publickly  exclaimed,  '^  are  we 
to  remain  always  in  favage  countries,  wafte  our- 

felves 
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felves  with  fatigue,  and  be  perpetually  running 
from  one  danger  into  another,  without  having  any 
thing  we  can  call  our  own.  What  do  we  look  for 
m  defarts,  in  mountains,  and  in  countries  covered 
with  water,  where  none  but  Canibals  are  to  be 
met  with  ;  and,  while  we  can  fee  nothing  but  our 
countrymen  daily  perifhing  by  ficknefs  and  the  ar- 
rows of  barbarians,  v/hat  can  we  expedl  but  the 
fame  fate  ?  Let  us  learn  to  be  wife  at  their  ex- 
pence ;  and,  without  going  further  in  quefl  of 
chimerical  treafures,  which  feem  to  fly  us  m  pro- 
portion as  we  purfue  them,  let  us  feize  upon  the 
happinefs,  with  which  providence  now  prelents 
us  i  of  what  fervice  could  the  go]d,  with  v^'xh 
we  are  amufed,  be  to  us ;  what  can  we  hope  to 
purchafe  with  it,  better  than  what  w^e  adually  pof- 

iefs?" 

A  GREAT  many  others,  however,  v/ere  of  opi- 
nion, not  to  renounce  the  hopes  of  meeting  with 
mines,  or  difcovering  a  road  to  Peru,  though  they 
allowed  it  was  proper  to  make  an  eftablifhment 
at  King's-Port,  to  ferve  as  an  Entrepot,  and  facili- 
tate the  communication  between  the   two  king- 
doms.    All,  therefore,  unanimoufly  united  to  pre- 
vail on  the  governor  to  confent  to  this  eflablifh- 
ment,  and  the  oldefh  fpoke,  in  the  name  of  the 
refl:.     But  Don  Alvarez,  not  a  little  provoked  at 
their  earneftnefs,  anfwered  them  in  the  following 
v/ords.       "  Are  thefe  men  Spaniards"    faid    he, 
*'  whom  I  hear  fpeak  in  this  manner  ?  Have  we  left 
Spain,  and  travelled  fo  far,  in  learch  of  land,  and 
there  to  fpend  our  days  obfcurely  in  idlenefs  and 
luxury  ?    we  might  have  done  all  this,    without 
leaving  our  own  country.    Methinks  I  fee  a  parcel 
of  children,  who,  for  the  fake  of  a  few  apples, 
negledt  treafures,    whofe  value    they  are  not  ac- 
quainted with.     The  Empei'or,    our  mailer,    has 
jTent  us  into  this  nev/  world,  to  conquer  empires 

for 
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for  him,  and  fecure  to  him  the  poiTelTion  of  the 
riches  they  contain  ;  were  we  to  lofe  our  lives,  or 
fpend  our  days  in  fatigues  much  greater  than  thofe 
we  have  already  gone  through,  both  duty  and  ho- 
nour oblige  us  to  juflify  the  confidence  this  great 
prince  has  repofed  in  us.  I  know  the  extent  of  your 
obligations,  as  well  as  my  own  ;  I  ought  to  Ihew 
you  good  example ;  and  you  will  follow  it,  if  you 
deferve  the  name  you  boafl  of" 

Soon  after  this,  Mendoza  arrived  with  the  reft 
of  the  fleet,  and  informed  the  governor,  that  the 
Guaroropos,  with  whom  he  flattered  himfelf  he  had 
made  a  lafting  alliance,  had  attacked  the  brigantine 
commanded  by  captain  Auguftin  de  Campos ;  that 
five  Spaniards  had  been  killed  at  the  firft  onfet ; 
and  Juan  de  Bolanos  drowned,  in  attempting  to 
make  his  efcape  by  fwimrning  ;  that  thefe  traitors 
had  afterwards  fet  out  to  prevail  on  the  Indians  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  King's-Port,  to  join  them 
againft  the  Chriftians,  who,  they  affirmed,  had 
neither  ftrength  nor  courage  enough  to  refift 
them  ',  and  that  there  was  great  reafon  to  dread 
a  general  confpiracy  of  all  thefe  nations.  Don 
Alvarez,  at  the  fame  time,  received  intelligence 
by  Hedor  d'Acuna  and  Anthony  Correa,  whom 
he  had  fent  with  ten  or  twelve  foldiers,  to  invite 
the  Xarayes,  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  alliance  with 
him  ;  that,  after  traverfmg  fome  overflown  coun- 
tries, where  they  fufFered  a  great  deal  for  want 
of  provifions,  they  at  laft  joined  a  party  of  thefe 
Indians,  whom  their  Cacique  had  fent  to  meet 
them  with  refrefliments  ;  that,  after  travelling  a 
little  further,  they  found  upwards  of  five  hun- 
dred more,  decked  out,  in  their  way,  with  the 
moft  beautiful  feathers,  who  were  likewife  come 
put  to  meet  them,  and  conduced  them  to  their 
town,  where  the  Cacique  gave  them  a  very  friend- 
ly reception,  and  acquainted  them,  by  the  mouth 

of 
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of  aGuarani  interpreter,  that  he  would  be  very  glad 
to  fee  their  general,  of  whom  he  had  heard  a  great 
many  fine  things ;  that,  upon  this,  they  affured 
him,  they  were  come  from  their  general  to  de- 
clare to  him,  that  he  was  willing  to  be  his  friend, 
and  that  of  all  his  nation  ;  that  the  Cacique  replied^ 
that  nothing  would  give  him  greater  pleafure  ; 
that  he  could  not  give  their  general  any  great  in- 
formation concerning  the  country  he  intended  td 
traverfe  ;  but  could  fupply  him  with  an  interpreter 
who  had  travelled  a  great  deal  that  way,  and  might  ' 
be  of  confiderable  fervice  to  him. 

These  Xarayes  were  fettled  at  fome  diflance 
from  the  lake  of  the  fame  name  ;  but  there  are 
others  who  live  confhantly  on  its  banks,  or  greatly 
frequent  them  -,  they  have  been  ahvays  extremely 
attached  to  the  Spaniards  ;  are  a  very  good  kind 
of  people ;  cultivate  the  earth  ;  and  have  grain 
and  cotton  in  abundance.  Don  Alvarez  received 
the  Cacique's  offers  very  gracioufly  ;  and,  leaving 
his  brisiantines  to  the  care  of  one  hundred 
Spaniards  under  John  de  Romero,  fet  out  on  his 
march  weflwards.  After  five  days  march,  du- 
ring which  there  was  no  travelling  but  by  cut- 
ting a  palTage  through  woods  and  bufhes,  he 
reached  the  banks  of  a  river,  whofe  water  was,  at 
the  fame  time,  very  warm  and  very  tranfparent. 

Thu  s,  Don  Alvarez  was  but  little  the  better  for 
his  guide  ;  for,  though  feveral  nations  fent  depu- 
ties to  wait  on  him  with  compliments  and  pro- 
vifions  ;  and  he  always  very  generoufly  paid  for  the 
latter  ;  others  of  them  attempted  to  oppofe  his 
paffage ;  but  he  foon  brought  them  to  reafon. 
He  had  now  travelled  a  great  way,  when  he 
was  informed  by  his  fcouts,  that  there  had  juft 
fallied  out  of  a  town,  at  no  great  diffcance,  five 
thoufand  men,  very  well  armed,  who  feemed  dif- 
ppfed  to  attack  him  ;  and,  in  fad,  he  had  fcarce 

time 
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time  to  prepare  for  their  reception,  when  they  ar« 
rived  within  fight  in  order  of  battle.  But,  at  the 
martial  appearance  of  Don  Alvarez's  forces,  they 
immediately  difperfed,  leaving  their  town  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  Spaniards,  v/ho  immediately  enter- 
ed it,  and  found  it  to.  confifl  of  eight  thoufand 
cabins,  in  the  center  of  which  Hood  a  tower  ter- 
minating in  a  pyramid,  built  with  large  pieces  of 
timber  and  covered,  from  top  to  bottom,  with  palm 
tree  bark. 

This  was  the  temple  and  refidence  of  a  mon- 
ilrous  ferpent,  whom  the  inhabitants  had  chofen 
for  their  divinity,  and  fed  with  human  fiefh.  He 
was  as  thick  as  an  ox,  and  feven  and  twenty  feet 
long,  with  a  very  large  head,  and  very  fiery 
though  fmall  eyes.  His  jaws,  when  extended,  dif- 
played  two  ranks  of  crooked  fangs.  The  v/hole 
body,  except  the  tail  which  was  fmooth,  was  cover- 
ed with  round  fcales  of  a  great  thicknefs.  The 
Spaniards,  though  they  could  not  be  perfuaded 
by  the  Indians  that  this  moniler  delivered  oracles, 
were  exceedingly  terrified  at  the  firfl  fight  of  him  v 
and  their  terror  greatly  increafed,  when,  on  one 
of  them  having  fired  a  blunderbufs  at  him,  he 
gave  a  roar  like  that  of  a  lion,  and  with  a  ftroke 
of  his  tail  (hook  the  whole  tower.  However, 
they  found  it  no  hard  matter  to  make  an  end  of 
him  ;  and  then,  as  if  this  exploit,  and  the  taking 
of  a  defencelefs  town,  had  exhauiled  all  their 
courage,  mofl  of  them  declared,  that  they  could 
proceed  no  further. 

Don  Alvarez,  who  now  thought  himfelf  at 
no  great  dillance  from  Peru,  was  pretty  much 
embarralTed  what  courfe  to  take  ;  and,  therefore, 
thought  proper  to  call  a  council,  before  he  at- 
tempted to  revive  the  courage  of  his  foldiers.  The 
council  were  unanimous  for  his  marching  back, 
and   he  yielded  to  their  advice  fo  much  the  more 

readily^ 
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readily^  as  the  mifbehaviour  of  the  revenue-officers 
contributed  ^s  much  to  difcourage  the  foldiers,  as 
the  fatigues  of  the  voyage  and  the  uncertainty  of 
its  fuccefs.  The  foldiers  had  got  fome  plunder  in 
the  town  they  were  now  in  poflefiion  of,  and  thefe 
gentlemen  levied  the  fifth. of  it  for  the  Emperor. 
They  even  pretended  that  all  manner  of  game  was 
fubjedl  to  the  fame  diUy.  The  governor  pro- 
duced his  infbrudions,  in  which  his  Majefty  gave 
up  this  right ;  and,  as  the  officers  flill  infifted  on 
it,  he  told  them,  that,  if  they  fliould  ever  be 
called  to  an  account  for  having  being  too  indulgent 
on  the  occafion,  he  would  indemnify  the  royal 
treafury  at  his  ov/n  expence.  But  he  found  it 
impolTible  to  contain  them  for  any  time,  or  fome^ 
other  malecontents,  whofe  numbers  v/ere  confider- 
ably  encreafed  by  the  exadl  difcipline  he  made  all, 
without  exception,  obferve  ;  and,  therefore,  gave 
orders  for  an  imiriediate  retreat. 

At  his  arrival  at  King's-Port,  he  heard,  that 
mofl  of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and  even  the 
Orejones,  had  confpired  to  fall  upon  the  Spaniards 
and  their  allies  the  Guaranis,  to  whom,  it  now 
appeared,  they  never  brought  any  provifions,  but 
with  a  vievv^  of  examining  their  htuation  and  mo- 
tions ;  feveral  had,  even  openly,  declared  them- 
felves,  efpecially  the  Guaroropos,  v/ho  had  invited 
fome  other  nations  to  join  them  in  order  to  ex- 
tirpate thefe  new  comers.  Upon  this,  Don  Al- 
varez fent  for  the  Indian  chiefs  ;  put  them  in  mind 
of  the  treaty  he  had  concluded  with  them  ;  afked 
them  if  he  had  not  paid  for  all  the  provifions  they 
had  brought  in,  and  always  added  fome  prefents  to 
the  price  of  them  ;  adding  withal,  that,  if  after 
all  this  kind  ufage  they  fhould  forget  themfelves 
fo  far  as  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  him,  he  was 
llrong  enough  to  make  them  repent  it.  This 
refolute  though  mild  declaration,  had  fo  far   its 
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efFed,  that  they  all  promifed  whatever  he  required  % 
after  which  he  difniifTed  them  loaded  with  prefents. 

But  they  kept  their  word  very  ill  ;  for,  in  a 
fhort  time  after,  there  fcarce  remained  ten  or  twelve 
days  provifions  in  the  camp.  Some  Indians,  up- 
on this,  alTured  the  governor,  that,  at  nine  leagues 
from  King's- Port,  tiiere  were  fome  nations,  who 
had  provifions  in  plenty.  He,  therefore,  fent 
Mendoza  efcorted  by  a  flrong  party,  to  them 
with  orders  to  tell  them,  that  he  had  heard  a 
great  deal  of  good  of  them.,  and  was,  therefore, 
liirprized  they  had  not  as  yet  fent  deputies  to  make 
an  alliance  with  him,  and  put  themfelves,  after 
the  example  of  fo  many  other  nations,  under  the 
■Emperor's  protection.  Mendoza  was  then  to  call 
for  fome  provifions,  and  offer  more  than  the 
value  for  them  ;  and  if,  after  feveral  fummons, 
they  refufed  to  comply,  employ  force  ;  but  yet  do 
it  with  the  greatefl  moderation  and  circumfpedlion 
pofTible. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Orejones,  v/hofe  friend- 
fhip  Don  Alvarez  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to 
recover,  informed  him,  that  by  afcending  the 
Igiiatii^  he  fhould  meet  with  very  rich  and  nu- 
merous nations,  who  would  put  him  in  the  way  of 
making  feveral  important  difcoveries.  Upon  this, 
he  difpatched  fifty-two  of  his  befl:  men  under  the 
command  of  captain  Fernandez  de  Ribera,  with 
orders  to  take  an  exad\  account  of  all  the  particu- 
lars he  might  learn  ;  to  omit  nothing  to  gain  the 
good  will  of  the  inhabitants ;  and,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  not  to  be  fparing  of  prefents,  with  which 
he  abundantly  fupplied  him. 

Some  time  after  the  departure  of  this  captain^ 
the  governor  received  a  letter  from  Mendoza, 
that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  where  he 
had  fent  him,  were  enraged  againft  the  Spaniards, 
and  firmly  refolved  not  to  fufFer  them  in  the  coun- 
try^ 
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try  ;  that  he  had  been  attacked  by  a  great  number 
of  thefe  barbarians,  and  mull  having  fallen  a  vidim 
to  their  fury  with  his  whole  detachment,  had  he 
not  ordered  fome  blunderbufTes  to  be  difcharged 
at  them,  by  which  two  were  killed,  and  the  reft 
fo  terrified,  that  they  immediately  fled  to  the 
mountains  ;  that,  after  their  retreat,  he  had  enter- 
ed their  towns,  where  he  found  a  great  deal  of 
provifions,  which  he  fent  them  word  he  was  ready 
to  pay  as  much  for,  as  they  themfelves  thought 
proper  to  require  ;  but  that,  inflead  of  liflening 
to  reafon,  they  returned  in  great  numbers ;  fet 
fire  to  their  houfes,  and  even  fent  to  invite 
their  neighbours  to  their  aliiflance.  In  anfwer  to 
this  letter,  Don  Alvarez  ordered  Mendoza  to  omit 
nothing  to  make  them  liflen  to  reafon  ;  and,  if  he 
faw  no  profpe(!^  of  fuccefs,  to  go  fomewhere  elfe 
in  queft  of  provifions.  To  this,  Mendoza  replied,, 
that  thefe  people  were  become  from  day  to  day 
more  intraclilable,  and  that  the  Guararopos  were 
already  come  to  their  aiTiflance. 

The  twenty-fourth  of  January,  of  the 

•^^'  following  year,  Francis  de  Ribera  arrived 
at  King's-port  with  his  guide,  the  fix  Spaniards, 
and  three  out  of  the  eleven  Guaranis,  the  governor 
had  fent  along  with  him.  Don  Alvarez  was  over- 
joyed to  fee  him,  as  the  other  eight  Guaranis, 
who  had  fled  back  in  a  panic,  to  the  camp, 
had  given  him  to  underftand,  that  the  reft  of 
the  party  had  been  all  cut  to  pieces.  Ribera 
reported,  that,  at  firft,  he  marched  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty  days,  to  the  weft,  by  fuch  bad  roads, 
that  he  fometimes  could  not  make  above  half  a 
league  a  day  ;  that  he  never  came  fhort  of  fowl, 
hogs,  and  antas,  which  the  Indians  killed  with 
their  arrows,  and  fometimes  even  with  fticks  ; 
that  he  likewife  found  a  great  deal  of  honey  in 

the  hollows  of  trees,  and  every  where  plenty  of 
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wild  fruits  ;  that,  about  the  twentieth  day  he 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  where  he 
caught  fome  fhads  of  an  exquifite  tafle  ;  that, 
after  crofling  this  river,  he  met  with  an  Indian, 
who  wore  a  chin-piece  of  filver,  and  ear-rings  of 
gold;  that,  having  Ihown  the  man  who  came  out 
to  meet  him,  a  brafs  candleflick,  and  afked  him 
if  there  was  any  fuch  metal  in  his  country,  he 
anfv/ered,  that  there  was  fome  of  the  fame  colour* 
but  much  more  beautiful,  and  which,  befides, 
did  not  (link  like  his  ;  that  having  then  produceci 
a  plate  of  tin,  the  Indian  told  him,  that  his  white 
metal,  likewife,  was  much  finer  ;  that  they  made 
of  it  crowns,  bracelets,  plates,  and  pails,  *and 
feveral  other  utenfils  ;  that,  this  man,  taking  him 
by  the  hand,  and  making  figns  to  him  to  follow  him, 
he  foon  after  fpied  a  large  houfe,  from  whence  they 
were  removing  a  great  deal  of  cotton  clothes,  and 
feveral  pieces  of  furniture,  among  which  he  per- 
ceived bracelets,  hatchets,  and  feveral  things  of 
that  kinn,  all  made  of  fdver  ;  that  he  was  very 
well  received  in  this  houfe,  which  proved  to  be 
that  of  his  condudlor,  who  ordered  his  guefts  to  be 
be  ferved  with  wine  made  of  maiz  ;  that  the 
flaves,  who  attended  them,  gave  them  to  under- 
ftand,  that  there  were  other  Indians  in  die  neigh- 
bourhood, called  Payztinoez^  and  among  them  were 
fome  chriftians,  the  only  nam.e  thefe  Indians  give 
the  Spaniards  ;  that  there  appeared,  the  next  mo- 
ment, fome  men  painted  all  over,  and  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows  ;  that  the  mafter  of  the  houfe 
took  up  arms  on  their  arrival  ;  that  the  Spaniards 
obferving  a  great  deal  of  buftle  among  them, 
concluded  their  lives  to  be  in  danger  ;  that,  upon 
this,  he  ordered  his  men  to  go  out  \  and,  on  pre- 
tence of  going  to  look  for  more  Spaniards,  make 
their  retreat  the  fame  way  they  had  advanced  ; 
that  he  and  his   men   had  fcarce  left  the  houfe, 

when 
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when  upwards  of  three  hundred  Indians  appeared 
with  a  ^ery  threatening  air,  which  determined 
him  to  make,  with  all  his  men,  the  beft  of  his 
way  to  a  mountain  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  that 
the  barbarians  purfued  them,  lb  that  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  they  gained  the  mountain,  mofl  of 
them  hav  ing  been  wounded  in  the  retreat ;  that, 
the  barbarians,  however,  purfued  them  no  further, 
for  fear,  he  fuppofed,  of  meeting  with  more  Spa- 
niards ;  that  by  this  means  they  got  time  to  re- 
cover the  road  by  which  they  had  arrived,  which 
the  eight  Guaranis,  who  arrived  before  them,  had 
probably  recovered  at  the  firft  alarm. 

It  has  been  fuice  difcovered,  that  thefe  Indians, 
called  by  Herrera  Taropeaciez^  were  no  enemies  to 
the  Spaniards  ;  t»ut,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  peace- 
able people,  and  very  hofpitable  to  all  flrangers 
palling  through  their  country,  to  whom  they  are 
very  liberal  of  gold,  filver,  and  provifions  ;  but 
that  the  fight  ot  the  Guaranis  had  exafperated 
them,  as  thefe  Indians  had  formerly  committed 
great  ravages,  and  killed  a  great  many  perfons,  in 
thefe  diftridts. 

In  the  mean  time,  almoft  all  the  Spaniards,  now 
united  at  King's-Port,  were  fallen  fick,  owing,  it 
was  imagijied,  to  the  great  inundations  which 
rendered  the  waters  very  muddy  and  unwholefome. 
The  Indians,  therefore,  no  longer  kept  any  mea- 
fures  Vv  ith  them  ;  furprized  fome  that  had  wander- 
ed to  too  great  a  diftance  from  the  camp  ;  and 
then  killed  and  devoured  them.  Don  Alvarez, 
who  likewife  began  to  be  greatly  out  of  order,  re- 
called Mendoza,  v/ho  informed  him,  that  all  his 
foldiers  were  ill  of  the  fever,  and  that  he  would 
embark  with  them,  as  foon  as  he  could  gather 
provifions  enough  ;  a  thing  he  found  from  day 
to  day  more  difficult  to  accomplifh.  Upon  this, 
the  governor  exerted  himfelf  to  fend  Mendoza  a 
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reinforcement,  which  at  length  enabled  him  to 
compel  the  Indians  to  fell  him,  at  leaf!:,  provifions 
enough  for  his  return. 

The  thirtieth,  Fernandez  de  Ribera  arrived  like- 
wife  at  King's-port  -,  but  finding  the  governor  in- 
difpofed,  and  hearing  befides,  that  he  was  upon 
the  point  of  fetting  out  on  his  return  to  the  Af- 
fumption,  he  thought  he  had  better  wait  till  their 
arrival  there,  to  give  him  an  account  of  his  dif- 
coveries.  Don  Alvarez,  however,  had  not  as  yet 
renounced  all  thoughts  of  purfuing  thofe  he  had 
begun  himfelf ;  but,  befides  the  ficknefs,  which 
daily  encreafed,  the  Paraguay  and  other  rivers  in 
the  neighbourhood  had  overflowed  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  the  whole  country  looked  like  one  great 
lea,  the  lov/lands  being  covered  with  water  to  the 
depth  of  five  fathoms.  The  Indians  informed 
him,  that  thefe  inundations  generally  laft  four 
months,  and  are  commonly  followed  by  an  in- 
fection in  the  air,  occafioned  by  the  great  quantity 
of  fifh  the  waters  leave  behind  them,  to  putrefy 
by  the  great  heat  of  the  fun.  They  added,  that 
thofe  who  did  not  take  care  to  lay  in  a  fufficient 
(lock  of  provifions  againfl  this  feafon,  were  often 
reduced  to  fo  great  a  degree  of  want,  that  the 
ftrongefl  killed  the  weakefl  to  fupport  nature  by 
feeding  on  their  carcafes. 

The  governor  was  very  far  from  being  in  a 
condition  to  wait  for  the  fall  of  the  waters  ;  and, 
befides,  confidered,  that,  did  he  defer  ever  fo  fhort 
a  time  returning  to  the  AfTumption,  ficknefs  would 
infallibly  carry  off  all  the  foldiers  he  had  ftill  left ; 
he  was  even  fo  bad  himfelf,  that  his  life  was  thought 
to  be  in  no  fmall  danger.  He,  therefore,  afTembied 
his  council,  to  deliberate  with  them  upon  the  courfe 
properefh  to  be  taken  in  thefe  conjunctures ;  and 
all  agreed  to  embark  without  any  further  delay. 
Upon  this,   he  immediately  fent  notice  to  all  the 
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Indians,  who  had  given  h.oflages  to  him  as  a  fecu" 
rity  for  dieir  fidelity,  to  come  and  withdraw  them  5 
and,  to  hinder  the  Spaniards  from  murmuring  at 
this  Hep,  he  produced  an  order  from  the  Emperor, 
not  to  carry  off  himfelf,  or  permit  others  to  carry 
off,  the  Indians  by  force  out  of  their  country. 

These  orders  gave  fuch  offence  to  the  Spa- 
niards, that  the  governor's  firmnefs  in  caufing 
them  to  be  diredlly  obeyed,  contributed  not  a  little 
to  increafe  the  number  of  his  enemies,  which  were 
already  but  too  numerous.  The  revenue-officers 
had,  for  a  long  time  pail,  confpired  his  deftrutlion, 
and  taken  the  furefl  meafure  to  fecure  fucceis 
to  their  wicked  defigns.  The  difcontent  among 
the  troops,  who  had  followed  him  in  his  lafb  voy- 
age, and  with  which  they  flattered  themfelves  they 
fhould  foon  fee  the  reft  infedted,  appeared  to  them 
a  lucky  incident  to  remove  one  of  the  greatefl  ob- 
fliacles  they  had  to  furmount.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
Don  Alvarez  embarked  very  much  out  of  order, 
having  fcarce  a  fmgle  man  left,  capaple  of  work- 
ing his  velTels,  and  much  lefs  of  defending  them,  if 
warmly  attacked.  The  Indians,  who  were  no 
flrangers  to  his  weaknefs,  purfued  him  for  fome 
days  ;  but  being  fired  upon,  when  they  drew  too 
near,  they  let  him  reach  the  Affumption,  where  he 
arrived  the  8  th  of  April,  1544,  without  lofmg, 
in  fo  long  a  voyage,  but  a  fmgle  Spaniard,  called 
Miranda,  who  being  on  a  kind  of  raft,  was 
wounded  with  an  arrow  by  the  Guararopos,  and 
killed  on  the  fpot. 

On  his  arrival,  he  found  Salazar,  who  command- 
ed during  his  abfence,  very  bufy  in  making  pre- 
parations to  extirpate  the  Agazes,  who  had  done 
nothing  fmce  his  departure  but  plunder  the 
country  feats  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  towns  of 
the  Guaranis  ;  and  butcher  all  thofe  that  v/ere  un- 
fortunate enough  to  fall  into  their  hands.     But,  as 
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the  caraval  was  ready,  which  the  governor  had 
ordered  to  be  built  at  his  fetting  out,  and  he  was 
reiblved  to  go  on  board  it  the  moment  his  health 
would  permit  him  ;  and,  befides,  the  difpofition,  in 
which  he  muil  know  feveral  perfons  were  in  regard 
to  him,  made  him  every  moment  apprehend  a 
domeflic  war,  he  thought  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  embark  during  a  foreign  one  ;  and,  therefore, 
deferred  the  chaftifement  of  the  Agazes  to  another 
opportunity. 

Don  Alvarez,  after  all,  did  not  as  yet  compre- 
hend the  greatnefs  of  the  danger,  with  which  he  was 
threatened  -,    perhaps  he  relied  fo  much  on  his  ov/n 
innocence  and  virtue,    for  protedlion  againft  the 
wicked  defigns  of  his  enemies,    that  he  took  no 
care  to  check  their  fury,  and  ftop  its  progrefs  ;    or 
knew  too  little  of  the  motives  of  their  inveteracy 
againfl  him.     It  v/as  well  knov/n,  that  he  flill  in- 
tended to  re-eilablifh   Buenos  Ayres  ;  and   thofe, 
who  had  feized  upon  all  authority  during  his  ab- 
fence,  fo  as  to  leave  nothing  but  the  fhadow  of  it 
to  his  delegate,  were  refolved  to  do  all  that  lay 
in  their  pov/er,  to  render  abortive  any  meafures  he 
might  take  for  that   purpofe.     It  is,  in  a  manner, 
certain,  that  they  had  refolved  to  render  themfelves 
independent  of  the  court  ;  and,  to  accomplifh  their 
,  defigns,   it  was  abfolutely   necefi'ary,  they   Ihould 
fir  ft  rid  themfelves  of  the  only  man,  who  could 
fuccefsfuUy  oppofe  them.     Be  that  as  it  v/ill,  there 
is  not,  perhaps,  a  more  fignal  proof  of  the  fpecial 
protedlion  of  heaven  on  the  virtuous  Don  Alva- 
rez, than  his  enemies  not  liaving  taken  the  fhortefl 
and  furefl  method  to  put  him  out  of  the  way.  This 
would  have  coil  them  but  a  fingle  crime,  whereas 
the  method  they  puriued,  was  no  better  than  a 
tiffue  of  fraud  and  villainy,  of  which  they  could 
not  expedl  to  avoid  the  puniiTiment,  but  by  an  open 
rebellion,  the  fuccefs  of  which  mufl  be  very  un- 
certain . 

As 
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As  they  could  not  but  know,  that  the  bulk  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  foundefl  part  of  the  army 
were  extremely  attached  to  him,  they  began  by 
fpreading  a  report,  that  he  had  formed  a  defign 
of  enriching  all  thofe  who  had  followed  him  to  the 
Indies,  at  the  expence  of  the  private  perfons  in  bed 
circumftances,  whom  he  had  found  there ;  and 
gave  notice,  under  hand,  to  all  fuch  perfons,  that 
they  were  firmly  refolved  to  oppofe,  effecftualiy,  fo 
unjuft  a  proceeding,  to  prevent  which  it  was  ab- 
folutely  necelTary  to  put  the  governor  under  an 
arrefl.  The  anfwer  to  this  propofal  was,  that, 
before  taking  fuch  a  flep,  it  would  be  proper  to 
reprefent  to  him  the  injuftice  and  bad  policy  of 
what  he  intended,  a*  there  was  all  the  rea- 
fon  in  the  world  to  hope,  he  would  pay  due  regard 
to  fuch  reprefentations.  The  force  of  this  argu- 
ment, the  officers  of  the  revenue  craftly  eluded, 
by  faying,  that  they  knew  him  too  well  to  think 
fo  i  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  let  him 
know  that  this  project  had  taken  wind ;  and  that  there 
was  no  other  way  left,  to  avoid  the  evils  with  which 
they  were  threatened,  but  to  feize  on  his  perfon, 
as  he  would  be  the  readier  to  liften  to  their  com- 
plaints, and  redrefs  their  grievances  ;  that  they 
would,  therefore,  do  well  to  hold  themfelves  in  con- 
flant  readinefs,  till  they  received  notice  what  to  do  ; 
and  that  the  prefervation  of  the  country,  to  the  Em- 
peror, depended  on  their  good  behaviour.  The 
revenue- officers  then  affigned  the  other  malcon- 
tents two  places,  where  they  were  to  repair,  pri- 
vately armed,  on  the  firfl  notice  of  the  bell  for  re-- 
peating  the  angelical  falutation. 

This  plan  was  executed  without  the  lead  buflle 
in  the  city  ;  and,  at  the  hour  appointed,  Cacerez 
Cabreras  and  Garcias  Venegas  entered  the  houfe 
of  the  governor,  then  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  fe- 
ver ;  and,  crying  out,  ''  liberty,  liberty,  long  live 
the  Emperor,"  which  was  the  fignal  agreed  upon, 
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they  proceeded  to  his  apartment,  where  they  were 
immediately  admitted  by  one  of  his  fervants,  called 
Pedro  de  Onate,  whom  they  had  gained  over.  They 
then    introduced    Francifco  de    Mendoza,  James 
Refquin  Solarzano,  and  the  Portiiguefe  Interpreter, 
called  Diego  de  Acofta.  Refquin  immediately  made 
up  to  the  fick  man's  bed,  and  applied  to  his  breafh 
a  bent  crofs-bow,  charged  with  a  poifonous  inftru- 
ment  of  deflrucftion,  inform  of  a  harpoon.     Two 
other  ruffians  drew  him  out  of  bed,  v/ith  nothing 
but  his  Hiirt  on,  crying  out,  "  liberty  ;"  calling  him 
tyrant  ;  and  telling  him  they  would  make  him  pay 
feverely  for  all  the  mifchief  he  had  done,  and  in- 
tended to  do.     In  this  manner  they  hurried  him 
out  of  his   houfe,  Refquin  ftill  holding  the  bent 
crofs-bow   to  his  breall,  to  hinder  him  from  fpeak- 
ing. 

At  the  fight  of  fb  much  infolence  and  cruelty, 
even  thofe,  whom  the  principal  malcontents  had 
engaged  to  take  up  arms,  began  to  exclaim  againfl 
their  behaviour,  and  only  raifed  their  voices  the 
higher,  on  the  others  endeavouring  to  filence  them  ; 
till,  at  laft,  others  joining  in  their   refentment  of 
the  indecent  manner  in  which  the  governor  was 
treated,  they,  from  words,  proceeded    to   blows, 
which   terminated   in   bloodfhed.     The  Alguazil, 
Pon   Francis  de  Peralba,  and   the  Alcalde  Ma- 
jor, Don  John  Pavon,  attempted  to  difcharge  their 
duty  on  the  occafion  ;  but  they  were   immediately 
ftript  of  their  charges.     During  the  tumult,  Don 
Alvarez  had  been  removed  to   the  houfe  of  Ve- 
negas  ;  and  the  other  revenue-officers,  having  dif- 
perfed  the  multitude,  who  v/as  crying  out,  with 
all  their  might,  to  have  their  governor  reflored  to 
them,  entered  the  room  where   he   was  laid  down, 
and  put  irons  on  his  legs.  They  then  repaired  to  the 
houfe  of  Peter  Fernandez,  who  was  both  notary  to 
the  king,  and  fecretary  to  Don  Alvarez,  and  was 
likewife  greatly  iadifpofed;  carried  off  all  the  papers 

they 
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they  found  in  his  pofTefllon ;  and  conducted  him  pri- 
foner,  along  with  Barthelmi  Gonzalez,  to  the  houfe 
of  the  King's  lieutenant.    A  proclamation  was  then 
publilhed  in  the  name  of  the  revenue-officers,  for- 
bidding all   perfons,    already  in   their   houfes,   to 
appear  abroad,  on  pain  of  death  ;  at  the  fame  time, 
that  their  fatellites  took  care  to  clear  the  llreets  of  all 
thofe  they  found  in  them,  forcing  fome  home,  and 
others,  who  had  mod  openly  taken  the  governor's 
part,  into  the  publick  prifons,  out  of  which  all  the 
criminals  were  removed,  to  make  room  for  them. 
This  done,  the  officers  of  the  revenue  repaired  to 
the  governor's  houfe  j    feized  upon  all  his  papers, 
his  commiffions,  the  writings  belonging  to  the  pro- 
ceedings that  had  been  heretofore  fet  on  foot  againfl 
themfelves ;  in  a  word,  all  his  efFeds,  which  they 
depofited  with  perfons  on  whom  they  imagined  diey 
could  depend.     They  then  crowned  their  work  by 
feizing  on  all  the  brigaii tines,  which  the  caravel  Don 
Alvarez  had  caufed  to  be  built  at  his  own  expence. 
The  day  following,  they  publifhed,  by  beat  of 
drum,    an  order  for  the  inhabitants  to  meet  the 
next  day,  before  the  houfe  of  the  King's  lieutenant, 
Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irala ;  and,  when  the 
inhabitants  were  all  aiTembled,  made  their  appear- 
ance themfelves,  with  a  multitude  of  armed  men  ; 
and  caufed  the  publick  cryer  to  read,  with  a  loud 
voice,  a  paper  importing,  that  they  had  caufed 
Don  Alvarez  Nunez  de  Vera  Cabeca  de  Vaca  to 
be  put  under    arrefl,    in    confequence  of  their 
having  received  certain  intelligence,  that  he  had 
formed  a  defign  of  flripping  the  richefb  inhabitants 
of  their  efFedts,  in  order  to  provide  for  his  crea- 
tures, and  of  eflablifhing  an  arbitrary  and  tyran- 
nical government  upon    the  ruins  of  la^vful  au- 
thority.    Nothing  can    be  more   inconftant,  and 
eafy  to  feduce,  than  the  multitude  ;    and,  accord- 
ingly, the  publication  of  this  piece  was  followed 
b>y  an  almofl  general  applaufe.     The  officers  of 
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the  revenue,  who,  at  firft,  had  been  confidered  as 
rebels,  were  now  acknowledged  in  quality  of  re- 
ilorers  of  the  publick  liberty  ;  and  took  advantage 
of  the  good  hunriour  of  the  people,  to  acquaint  them, 
that  the  king's  lieutenant  was  to  command  in  the 
city,  v^'ith  the  fame  authority  the  governor  had 
done,  till  his  majefly's  further  intentions  fhould  be 
known.  This  flep  confirmed  many  perfons  in  their 
opinion,  that  Irak  had  been,  underhand,  the  foul 
of  all  this  intrigue ;  efpecially  as  one  in  his  place 
fhould  have  oppofed  fuch  diforders ;  or,  at  leafl, 
refufed  from  the  hands  of  rebels,  an  authority  they 
had  no  right  to  difpofe  of  His  friend,  Pedro 
Diaz  del  Valle,  was  at  the  fame  time  declared 
Alcalde  major. 

The  chiefs  of  the  rebellion  then  publifhed,  that 
they  would  immediately  continue  the  difcoveries, 
which  Don  Alvarez  had  but  jufh  begun.  In  this 
they  had  two  viev/s  ;  the  firfl  was  to  fend  out 
of  the  way  all  thofe,  efpecially  of  the  military, 
from  whom  they  had  any  thing  to  apprehend  in  fa- 
vour of  their  prifoner  ;  the  fecond,  to  amafs  a  great 
deal  of  gold  and  filver,  of  which  the  late  expe- 
dition of  Don  Alvarez  had  afforded  them  the  prof- 
pecSt,  in  hopes  the  fight  of  it  might  induce  the 
Emperor  to  approve  their  proceedings.  But  they 
foon  found,  that,  though  it  may  be  an  eafy  matter 
to  impofe,  for  fome  time,  on  the  multitude,  it  is,  on 
account  of  their  inconflancy,  equally  difficult  to 
interefl  them  fo  far  in  the  purfuit  of  any  unjufl 
meafures,  as  to  make  them  ftifle  that  natural  fenfe 
of  equity,  fo  remarkable  in  them ;  and  which  al- 
ways affords  fo  good  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
them  back  to  their  duty.  Thofe  of  the  Affumption 
had  even  already  begun  to  fee  their  miftake ;  and 
were  mofl  of  them  feized  with  fuch  a  panic,  at  the 
thoughts  of  this  new  voyage,  that  nothing  was  to 
be  heard,  but  the  confufed  buzz  of  people  crying 
cut  for  their  lawful  governor. 

To 
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To  prevent  the  confequences  of  the  people  com- 
ing to  themfelves  again,  the  confpirators  lent  fome 
ol:  Don  Ah'arez's  moft  zealous  advocates  to  prifon  ; 
and  placed  guards  at  the  gates  of  the  churches,  to 
hinder  the  reft,  who  had  taken  refuge  there,  from 
making  their  efcape.  They,  likewile,  placed 
guards  at  all  the  avenues  to  Venegas's  houfe,  where 
the  governor  was  confined  ;  and  doubled  his  other 
guards.  But  this  feverity  ferved  only  to  exafperate 
the  foldiery,  and  the  populace ;  for  which  reafon, 
the  confpirators  publiihed,  that  the  firll  commo- 
tion in  his  favour  fhould  coft  him  his  life.  They 
would  even  have  obliged  him,  with  a  naked  poig- 
iiard  to  his  bread,  to  fign  an  order  to  the  army  not 
to  flir  in  his  favour,  if  they  had  any  regard  left  for 
him ;  but  he  had  already  taken  this  precaution. 
AH  thefe  fteps,  however,  were  infufficient  to  quiet 
his  enemies,  who  from  time  to  time  threatened  to 
murder  him,  and  throw  his  head  out  to  the  multi- 
tude, in  cafe  any  one  undertook  to  refcue  him  out 
pf  their  hands.  Nay,  they  pitched  upon  four  men, 
whom  they  fwore,  .in  the  Emperor's  name,  to  dif- 
patch  Don  Alvarez,  at  the  firfl  order. 

Don  Alvarez,  all  this  time,  was  confined, 
though  too  fick  to  get  out  of  bed,  in  a  room  fo  very 
damp,  that  the  grafs  grew  under  his  bed  ;  and  fo 
very  dark,  that  it  was  found  neceflary  to  keep  a 
lamp  continually  burning  over  his  bolfler.  One 
Bernard  de  Sofa,  an  infamous  wretch,  whom  Don 
Alvarez  had  flightly  punifhed  for  fome  crime  that 
deferved  death,  and  who,  inflead  of  gratitude  for 
the  favour  fhewn  him,  retained  nothing  but  refent- 
ment  for  the  phaftifement  he  had  fufFered,  never 
quitted  this  chamber.  This  room  had  two  doors, 
which  were  kept  conflantly  fhut ;  and  the  guard 
about  the  houfe,  confifled  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
jnen.  The  prjfoner,  notwithflanding  all  thefe  pre- 
cautions, had  the  good  fortune  of  being  well  informed 
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of  every  thing  it  was  proper  he  fhould  know,  by 
means  of  notes  brought  him  by  an  Indian  woman, 
whofe  bufmefs  it  was  to  provide  him  with  vidluals, 
though  they  took  care  to  lliave  her  head,  and  not 
fuffer  her  to  wear  any  thing  to  fupply  the  place  of 
her  hair  j  and  even  always  examined  her,  before 
fhe  entered  the  houfe,  with  the  moil  fcrupulous  and 
indecent  attention,  fo  far  as  to  look  into  her  mouth 
and  ears.  But  they  never  thought  of  examining 
her  toes ;  fo  that,  though  barefooted,  fhe  found 
means  to  conceal  between  them  a  note,  and  fome 
blank  paper  in  feveral  folds,  with  fo  much  dexteri- 
ty, that  they  never  took  the  leaft  notice  of  them. 
As  foon  as  fhe  was  feated  at  the  bed's-head,  fhe 
pulled  out  both  one  and  the  other,  while  fhe  ap- 
peared to  be  only  fcratching  her  feet ;  then,  watch-j 
ing  the  moment  that  Sofa  happened  to  turn  his  back, 
clapped  them  into  the  hands  of  the  governor,  who, 
having  read  the  note  v/ith  the  fame  precaution,  an- 
fwered  it  by  the  means  of  a  powder,  made  of  a 
kind  of  earth  found  in  the  country,  which,  diluted 
with  fpittle,  allumes  a  black  colour. 

The  officers  of  the  revenue  foon  perceived  the  ef- 
fects of  this  contrivance ;  and,  not  knov/ing  to  whom 
to  attribute  them,  fuborned  fome  young  fellows  to 
debauch  Don  Alvarez's  provedore.  But,  though 
fhe  eafily  gave  up  her  chaftity,  fhe  fcrupuloufly 
preferved  her  integrity.  On  thefe  occafions,  v/o- 
men  are  more  difcreet  than  men.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  commandant  and  the  revenue-officers 
omitted  nothing,  to  make,  every  one  for  himfelf, 
as  many  creatures  as  poffible,  and  met  with  great, 
fuccefs  ;  as,  whoever  took  part  with  them,  might, 
without  fear  of  punifhment,  go  into  the  Indian 
towns  i  carry  off  both  wives  and  daughters  ;'  take 
by  force,  and  without  payment,  every  thing  they 
found  there  to  their  liking ;  and  oblige  the  men 
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to  work  for  them  without  any  confideration.  The 
Indians  complained  of  thefe  outrages;  but  their 
complaints  were  not  liftened  to  ;  which  determin- 
ed feveral  of  them,  to  take  refuge  in  the  moun- 
tains, along  with  their  families ;  and  the  pious  Don 
Alvarez,  who  received  notice  of  their  flight,  forgot 
the  injuries  done  himfelf,  to  think  only  on  the  mi- 
fery  the  poor  fugitives  were  expofed  to ;  particu- 
ly  the  danger  of  lofing  the  religion,  they  had  fo 
lately  embraced. 

His  enemies,  who  apprehended  other  confe- 
quences  from  this  defertion  of  the  Indians,  were 
not  afhamed,  in  order  to  put  a  ftop  to  it,  to  permit 
fuch,  as  had  not  as  yet  embraced  chriftianity,  to  feed 
upon  human  flefh;  and,  tell  them,  that  it  was 
through  mere  perverfenefs,  Don  Alvarez  had  for- 
bid them  the  ufe  of  it.  The  Spaniards,  who  flili 
dared  to  exprefs  any  regard  for  him,  fared  no  bet- 
ter than  the  Indians  ;  fo  that  many  of  them,  like- 
wife,  thought  proper  to  remove.  But  they  were 
immediately  purfued,  and  all  thofe,  that  v/ere  over- 
taken, put  into  irons.  Some  of  the  clergy,  who 
fpoke  of  thefe  tranfadtions  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
let  their  hearers  underftand  what  they  thought  of 
them,  were  treated  with  equal  feverity.  In  fine, 
feveral  private  perfons  were,  for  the  fame  pretend- 
ed fault,whipped  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man, and  fome  of  them  condemned  to  the  gallows. 
In  other  refpeds,  all  were  left  at  liberty,  to  fay  and 
do  what  they  pleafed,  whilfl  the  authors  of  all  thefe 
diforders  had  the  impudence  to  boafl:  their  zeal 
for  the  good  of  the  publick,  and  the  Emperor's 
fervice. 

In  fine,  no  lefs  than  fifty  Spaniards  made  the  bell 
of  their  way  into  Brazil,  in  order  to  fail  from  thence 
to  Spain,  and  inform  the  Emperor's  council  of  the 
deplorable  condition  of  the  province.  But  what 
fuTprized  people  moH,  was,  that  the  two  friars,  who, 

as 
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as  we  have  before  related,  had  formerly  taken  the 
fame  road,  in  order  to  complain  of  Don  Alvarez 
to  the  Emperor,  now  fet  out  again,  by  the  fame 
way,  and  on  the  fame  errand,  with  the  confent,  or 
perhaps  at  the  requefl,  of  the  officers  of  the  reve- 
nue. Thefe  ruffians,  however,  began  at  lafl  to  con- 
fider,  that,  as  long  as  Don  Alvarez  remained  at  the 
Alfumption,  their  power  would  be  very  precarious. 
They  had  fhewn  themfelves  capable  of  the  blackefl 
crimes  ;  and  m.any  perfons  began  to  fulped,  that 
they  had  compleated  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities 
by  a  parricide.  But  he,  who  has  fet  bounds  to 
the  fea,  which  in  its  greatell  fury  it  can  never 
tranfgrefs,  arrefts,  when  he  pleafes,  the  hands  of 
thofe,  who  fcruple  not  to  commit  the  greatefl  crimes, 
when  neceilary  to  gratify  their  unruly  paffions. 
The  inhabitants  now  learned,  when  they  leafl 
thought  of  it,  that  orders  had  been  given  to  equip 
one  of  Don  Alvarez's  brigantines  to  carry  him  to 
Spain;  and  that  his  enemies  had  impofed  upon 
themfelves  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  think  they  had 
formed  a  procefs  againfl  him,  which  the  Emperor 
and  his  council  could  not  but  approve.  They  like- 
wife  diftributed  to  different  perfons,  the  forms  of  let- 
ters, which  they  were  to  write  to  their  friends  in 
Spain,  to  reprefent  the  Governor  as  the  mofl  profli- 
gate and  abandoned  wretch  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
On  the  other  hand,  his  zealous  fervants  did  not 
forget  him.  They  caufed  judicial  informations  to 
be  taken  of  every  thing  that  had  happened  ;  and, 
along  with  feveral  authentic  pieces,  which  Don 
Alvarez  had  put  into  their  hands  before  his  con- 
finement, enclofed  them  in  a  beam,  hollowed  for 
that  purpofe,  which  they  found  means  to  have 
nailed  to  the  ftem  of  the  bfigantine ;  the  car- 
penters, whom  they  gained  over,  alledging  that 
this  precaution  was  neceiTary  to  flrengthen  the 
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veflel  fufficiently  for  fo  long  a  voyage.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  populace,  wlio  knew  nothing  of 
all  thefe  meafures,  were  dill  under  the  greatefl  un- 
eafmefs  about  the  fate  of  their  governor,  whom  fe- 
veral  imagined  his  enemies  would  never  have  alTu- 
ranee  enough  to  fend  to  Spain.  It  was  even  uni- 
verfally  whifpered,  that  it  was  merely  to  hide  his 
death,  they  gave  out  he  was  returning  to  Spain. 
Upon  this,  therefore,  they  brought  into  his  room 
two  ecclefi allies,  and  two  gentlemen,  whom  the 
inhabitants  had  no  reafon  to  llifpedl  j  and  who  dif- 
fipated  their  apprehenfions  by  aifuring  them,  that 
they  had  ken  the  governor  full  of  life.  The  con- 
fpirators  then  declared,  that,  if  the  Emperor 
thought  proper  to  fend  Don  Alvarez  back  to  Pa- 
raguay, and  re-eftablifli  him  in  his  employmxcnts, 
they  would  receive  him  with  all  the  fubmifiion  due 
to  his  Majefty's  orders  ;  and  even  added,  that  the 
two  revenue-officers,  who  were  to  embark  on  board 
the  fame  fhip  with  him,  would,  on  their  arrival  in 
Spain,  furrender  themfelves  prifoners,  till  their  pro- 
ceedings were  examined  and  approved  of. 

The  Brigantine  being  ready  to  put  to  fea, 
^^^*  Cabrera  and  d'Orantez  repaired  by  night  to 
Don  Alvarez's  room,  who  was  now  very  ill  ;  and 
taking  him  up  in  their  arms  carried  him  to  the 
ilreet  door.  The  fick  man  looking  up  to  heaven, 
at  this  time  very  bright,  and  which  he  had  nor  feen 
fmce  the  day  he  was  put  under  arrell,  begged  they 
would  permit  him  to  thank  God  for  having  once 
more  granted  him  that  fatisfa6lion,  and  threw  him- 
felf  on  his  knees.  Two  foldiers  then  took  him  up 
to  carry  him  a  fhip -board ;  when  finding  himfelf  fur- 
rounded  with  a  crowd  of  people  drawn  together  by 
the  report  of  his  departure,  he  raifed  his  voice  and 
cried  out,  "  Gentlemen,  I  take  you  to  witnefs,  that 
I  appoint  Don  Juan  de  Salazar  de  Efpinofa  to  com- 
mand in  this  province,  till  his  Majefty  has  fent  you 

another 
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another  governor."  He  could  fay  no  more,  as  Va- 
negas,  cladping  a  poignard  to  his  bread,  threa- 
tened to  bury  it  in  his  heart,  if  he  fpoke  another 
word  -,  and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  give  him  a  flight 
wound.  The  ruffians  then  commanded  the  men, 
who  carried  Don  Alvarez,  to  prefs  forward  as  fafl 
as  they  could  ;  and,  when  they  had  him  fafeon  board, 
ordered  him  to  be  put  dov/n  on  the  flern,  between 
two  planks,  laid  fo  clofe  together,  that  he  could 
not  turn  himfelf  Cabrera  and  Vanegas  embark- 
ed on  board  the  fame  fhip  ;  and  Irala  fent  with  them 
a  perfon  called  Lope  de  Ugarte,  to  have  an  eye  to 
his  interefls  at  court.  This  man  was  one  of  thofe, 
who  had  the  greatefl  hand  in  all  the  exceffes  com- 
mitted againft  the  governor,  but  like  his  mafler, 
had  not  declared  himfelf  publickly  ;  for  which  rea- 
fon,  Cabrera  and  Vanegas  flattered  themfelves,  that 
in  Spain,  no  one  would  form  any  fufpicions  to  their 
prejudice. 

As  foon  as  all  were  embarked,  the  two  revenue- 
officers,  who  remained  behind  at  the  AlTumption^ 
imprifoned  Don  Juan   de  Salazar   and  Ellopinian 
Cabeca  de  Vaca,  nephew  to  Don  Alvarez,  and  two 
days  after  fent  them  on  board  a  fecond  brigantine, 
which  foon  overtook  the  firfl.     The  conlpirators 
mud  have  had  very  flrong  reafons  to  fend  thefe  two 
officers  to  Spain,    as  they  were  men  of  great  birth 
and  merit.  But,  befides  their  being  greatly  efleem- 
ed'by  the  garrifon,  which,  therefore,  might  range 
itfelf  under  their  orders,  they  were,  perhaps,  put 
on  fhip-board,  merely  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  man- 
ner with  the  governor,  whom,    it  appears,  his  ene- 
mies had  refolved  to  put  out  of  the  way.     It  is,  at 
lead,  certain,  that  Don  Alvarez,  having  requeded, 
that  two  of  his  fervants,  who  had  followed  him  a 
diip-board,  might  be  permitted  to  drefs  his  vidkuals 
for  him,  and  ferve  them  up  to  him,  was  denied  this 
faiail  favour,  and  a  Bifcayen,  called  Mechin^  had 
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orders  to  perform  the  firfl  part  of  this  oftice ;  and 
then  deliver  what  he  had  prepared  into  the  hands 
of  Ugarte,  who  was  to  perform  the  fecond.  But 
Don  Alvarez  immediately  perceived,  that  his  vic- 
tuals were  fealbned  with  arfenic,  againfh  v/hich  he 
liad  no  other  way  of  fecuring  himielf,  but  by  vo- 
miting himfelf  violently  with  a  little  oil,  of  which 
he  had  taken  on  board  a  fmall  quantity.  After 
having  gone  on  in  this  manner  for  three  days  fuc- 
celTively,  he  declared  he  would  no  longer  take  any 
thing  but  from  the  hands  of  his  own  fervants;  upon 
which  the  revenue-officers  told  him  very  coolly,  that 
he  might  flarve  himfelf,  if  he  pleafed  ;  for  that  no 
one  fliould  hinder  him.  Accordingly  they  fuf- 
fered  him  to  go  without  any  fupport  for  feveral  days, 
till,  finding  himfelf  very  far  gone,  and  that  his  ene- 
mies wifhed  only  for  his  death,  he  took  every  thing 
they  gave  him  ;  continuing  to  have  recourfe  to  his 
oil,  as  often  as  he  found  any  occafion  for  it. 

Besides  Salazar  and  Cabeca  de  Vaca,  the  con- 
fpirators  had  embarked,  as  prifoners,  on  board  the 
fecond  fhip,  Pedro  Fernandez  and  Ruiz  Miranda„ 
Several  other  perfons  obtained  leave  to  return  to 
Spain  by  the  fame  opportunity,  and,  among  the  reft, 
father  Juan  de  Salazar  a  religious  of  la  Merci ;  bur, 
firfl,  they  made  him  promile,  not  to  interpofe  in  fa- 
vour of  Don  Alvarez.  Cabrera  and  Vanegas,  how- 
ever, thought  this  was  running  too  great  a  rill^,  and 
fent  them  back  to  the  AfTumption  on  board  the 
fame  fhip,  that  had  brought  them  out ;  and,  along 
with  them,  the  two  fervants  of  Don  Alvarez  to  the 
great  grief  of  their  mafter. 

The  other  brigantme,  with  Don  Alvarez  on  board, 
had  fcarce  loft  fight  of  land,  when  there  arofe  fq  fu- 
rious a  ftorm,  that  the  moft  experienced  mariners 
gave  themfelves  up  for  loft.  Upon  this,  the  two 
revenue-officers,  who  thought  themfelves  at  the 
point  of  being  arraigned  at  that  great  tribunal  from 

Vol,  I,  K  whence 


I30  THE    HISTORY 

whence  there  is  no  appeal,  and  where  truth  can  nei- 
ther be  flifled  nor  difguifed,  felt  all  the  weight  of 
their  crimes.  Nay  the  pangs  of  their  confcience, 
extorted  from  them  a  public  confeflion  of  all  their 
iniquities,  and  forced  them  to  declare,  that  they  now 
plainly  faw,  that  the  arm,  which  revenges  oppref- 
fed  innocence,  had  ftirred  up  the  elements  againft 
them.  Cabrera  took  off  the  governor's  irons  with 
his  own  hands  ;  and,  along  with  Vanegas,  kiffed 
his  feet.  They  then,  with  a  loud  voice,  afked  his 
pardon  for  all  the  injuries  they  had  done  him,  and 
authentically  recanted  all  the  falfe  reports  they  had 
fpread  to  the  prejudice  of  his  honour  ;  adding  that 
they  had  taken  a  thoufand  falfe  oaths  to  deftroy  him. 
Laflly,  they  conjured  him,  in  the  name  of  God,  to 
forgive  them  all  thefe  enormities  j  and  not  ruin 
them,  in  cafe  they  efcaped,  in  the  eyes  of  his  im- 
perial Majefty. 

Don  Alvarez  promifed  them  every  thing  they 

aiked,  and  alFured  them,  that  he  forgot  all  that  was 

pafl.     In  the  mean  time,  the  florm,  after  raging 

four  days  without  intermifTion,  had  entirely  fub- 

fided,  and  the  whole  fhip's  company  looked  upon 

themfelves  as  indebted  to  the  virtue  and  merits  ot 

fo  holy  a  man,  for  their  unexpedled  deliverance. 

The  brigantine,  after  this,  failed  two  thoufand  five 

hundred  leagues  without  making  land  ;  fo  that  the 

people  on  board  foon  faw  themfelves  reduced  to  a 

little  meal,  which  they  made  into  cakes  with  hog's 

lard ;  for  the  revenue-officers  fcarce  faw  themfelves 

out  of  danger  of  perilhing  by  fhipwreck,  than  the 

fear  of  God's  judgments  made  way  in  their  wicked 

hearts  for  that  of  their  fovereign's  anger,  againft 

which    Don  Alvarez's    promifes    they    imagined 

would  be  but  a  flender  fecurity,  after  the  publick 

confeffion  they  had  made.     They,  therefore,  chofe 

to  keep  to  fea,  though  in  danger  of  perilhing  by 

hunger,  rather  than  by  touching  at  the  Brazils,  or 
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Hifpaniola,  expofe  themfelves  to  the  danger  of  be- 
ing arrefled  there.  At  length,  after  a  three  months 
dreadftil  navigation,  the  immediate  profpedl  of  fa- 
mine obliged  them  to  put  into  the  Azores,  where, 
immediately  on  landing,  they  waited  on  the  com- 
mander of  die  fort  to  acquaint  him,  that  they  had 
on  board  a  man,  who,  in  his  palTage  by  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Iflands,  had  plundered  that  of  Santiago;  and 
that  he  might  do  whatever  he  pleafed  with  him. 

The  commander,  furprifed  at  fuch  an  accufation^ 
began  to  fulped  the  truth  of  it.  "  What  you  tell, 
me  (faid  he)  cannot  be  true.  Is  there  a  pirivate 
man  living  bold  enough  to  affront  my  mailer,  v/ho, 
befides,  does  not  leave  his  ports  defencelefs  enough 
to  be  fo  eafily  infulted  ?''  Confounded  with  this  an- 
fwer,  the  meaning  of  which  they  thoroughly  com- 
prehended, they  immediately  retired  without  ma- 
king any  reply  ;  and,  leaving  their  prifoner  on  board 
the  brigantine,  went  on  board  another  ihip  jufl  fet- 
ting  fail  for  Spain,  where  they  arrived  twelve  days 
before  him,  and  gave  out  that  he  was  gone  to  Por- 
tugal to  communicate  his  difcoveries  to  the  court  of 
Lifbon.  They  then  repaired  to  Valladolid,  where 
the  court  then  happened  to  be,  and  laid  before  the 
council  all  their  memorials,  with  all  the  papers  they 
had  prepared  in  fupport  of  them. 

Un  happily  for  them,  the  Royal  Council  of  the 
Indies  had  at  this  time  for  prefident,  Don  Sebaflian 
Ramirez  Fuenfcal,  bifhop  of  Cuenca,  who  to  the 
greatefl  knowledge  of  American  affairs  joined  the 
greatefl  integrity  and  circumfpedion.  He  had  been 
before  prefident  of  the  Royal  Audience  of  San-Do- 
mingo, and  of  that  of  New  Spain  ;  and  his  great  ex- 
perience made  him  immediately  fufpedt,  and  foon 
difcover  the  v/icked  defigns  of  thefe  mifcreants,  who 
flrove  artfully  to  conceal  their  machinations  under 
the  fpecious  pretext  of  an  unlimited  zeal  for  the 
good  of  the  public.     He  was  even  preparing  to 
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make  a  public  example  of  them,  when  death  in- 
terpofed  to  the  great  regret  of  all  the  kingdom, 
Don  Alvarez,  in  the  mean  time,  arrived  at  Vallado- 
lid  ;  and,  the  very  night  of  his  arrival,  his  two  ac- 
cufers  fet  out  for  Madrid,  where  the  court  was  about 
to  remove  a  few  days  after.  Garcias  Vanegas  died 
fuddeniy,  without  having  time  to  utter  a  fmgle 
word,  and  his  eyes  flarting  out  of  their  fockets ; 
and,  pretty  much  about  the  fame  time,  Cabrera  ex- 
pired, after  killing  his  wife,  in  a  fit  of  madnefs.  We 
are  alfo  told,  that  the.  two  Friars,  who  went  from  the 
AlTumpnon  to  Brazil,  in  order  to  pafs  from  thence 
into  Spain  with  memorials  againft  Don  Alvarez, 
died  fuddeniy,  and  in  a  very  deplorable  manner. 

But,  though  Don  Alvarez  had  now  no  longer 
any  enemies  in  Spain,  and  the  juftice  ot  God,  fo  fig- 
nally  difplayed  againfl  his  accufers,  feemed  more 
than  fufficient  to  prove  his  innocence,  he  was  not 
fully  acquitted  of  every  thing  laid  to  his  charge  in 
lefs  than  eight  years  ;  nor  did  the  council  think  pro- 
per to  fend  him  back  to  Paraguay,  left  his  prefence 
there  fhould  occafion  frefti  difturbances.     Nay,  he 
did  not,  all  this  time,  receive  any  reward  for  his 
fervices,  nor  any  indemnification  for  the  lofTes  he 
had  incurred,,  and  the  difburfements  he  had  made, 
ni  the  emperor's  fervice.     This  delay  is  attributed 
to  his  Majefty's  long  abfence  from  his  Spanifh  ter- 
ritories.    At  laft,  the  Emperor  granted  him  a  pen- 
fion  of  two  thoufand  gold  crowns,  and  gave  him  a 
place  in  the  Royal  Audience  of  Seville,  where  he  di- 
ed in  a  very  advanced  age.     I  have,  indeed,  feen  a 
memorial,  in  which  it  is  faid,  that  he  was  immedi- 
ately gratified  with  a  feat  in  the  Royal  Council  of 
the  Indies.     But,  though  his  fovereign  might  have 
amply  rewarded  him  for   all  his  fervices,  he  ne- 
ver indemnified  him  for  all  his  fufFerings,  nor  pro- 
perly acknowledged  the  heroic  manner,  in  which 
he  bore  the  many  indignities  that  had  been  offered^ 

him. 
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him.  At  this,  however,  we  are  not  to  be  furpri- 
zed.  There  are  virtues  which  no  earthly  monarch 
can  do  juftice  to.  Thofe,  who  think,  and  ad  up 
to  the  great  principles  of  chriftianity,  know  that 
God  alone  can  be  their  reward. 

The  llownefs  of  thefe  proceedings  may,  indeed, 
in  fome  meafure  be  accounted  for,  by  the  diftance 
of  Paraguay,  from  whence  it  was  requifite  to  have 
judicial  informations  ;  as  v/ell  as  by  the  long  abfence 
of  the  Emperoi-  from  his  hereditary  dominions. 
Befides,  this  great  and  good  man,  might,  agree- 
able to  his  known  difpofition,  put  up  v/ith  the  tefli- 
mony  of  his  confcience  ;  and,  therefore,  gave  him- 
felf  very  little  trouble  to  folicit  his  judges,  and  en- 
gage them  to  terminate  the  profecution  againfl 
him,  though  he  knew  it  mufl  end  greatly  to  his  ad-- 
vantage.  But  what  did  him  mofl  honour,  was, 
that  he  never  let  fall  a  fmgle  word  to  the  prejudice 
of  his  enemies,  or  that  could  bear  hard  upon  Don 
Domingo  Martinez  de  Irala,  even  after  he  had 
learned  how  unworthily  this  officer  had  adled  in 
regard  to  him,  after  his  departure  from  the  Af- 
fumption,  as  we  fhall  prefently  relate.  However, 
the  agent,  whom  Irala  fent  over  to  take  care  of  his 
interefts  at  court,  could  never  obtain  leave  to  re- 
turn to  Paraguay.  All  that  now  remains  to  com- 
pleat  the  hiflory  of  Don  Alvarez  is,  to  give  fome 
account  of  the  voyage  undertaken,  by  his  orders, 
by  captain  Fernandez  de  Ribera,  and  of  which 
Don  Alvarez  himfelf  heard  nothing  till  his  arrival 
in  Spain. 

Ribera,  as  has  been  already  faid,  fet  out  from 
King's-Port,  the  20th  of  December,  1543,  with 
two  and  fifty  men,  and  entered  the  Iguata,  v/hich  in 
fix  days,  he  found  to  be  formed  weftward  of  the 
Paraguay  and  King's-Port,  by  the  jundlion  of  two 
others  called  Tacareati  and  Tayva.  Here  he  left  his 
brigantine,  with  tv/elve  men  to  take  care  of  her, 
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and  let  out  with  the  other  forty,  and  a  guide  given 
hirn  by  the  Xarayes,  who  underflood  the  language 
current  in  a  great  part  of  the  country  he  was  to 
traverfe,  and  a  royal  notary,  called  John  Valderas, 
fent  with  him  by  Don  Alvarez  to  keep  an  exadl  ac- 
count of  every  thing  they  could  difcover.  But  Ri- 
bera  thought  it  beft  not  to  impart  any  thing  of  what 
he  learned  by  means  of  his  interpreter,  in  his  pri- 
vate converfations  with  the  Indians,  to  any  one  but 
Don  Alvarez,  who,  he  knew,  was  determined  to. 
■examine  every  thing  by  himfelf.  But  Don  Alva- 
rez being  too  much  indifpofed,  at  Ribera's  return 
to  King's-Port,  to  receive  a  full  account  of  every 
thing  he  learned,  he  followed  him  to  the  A  ITump- 
tion  ;  v/here  v/e  have  feen  it  was  impoflible  to  fpeak 
to  him  at  any  rate.  Upon  this,  Ribera  thought  it 
his  duty  to  draw  up  a  relation,  in  form,  of  all  his 
difcoveries  ;  and,  as  foon  as  it  was  ready,  he  af- 
fembled,  in  the  church  of  the  fathers  for  the  re- 
demiption  of  captives,  fome  perfons,  upon  whofe 
difcretion  he  could  depend  ;  then,  in  prefence 
of  the  fuperior  of  the  convent,  and  the  royal 
notary  Pedro  Fernandez,  he  read  to  them  his  re- 
lation, and  fwore  to  the  truth  of  it  upon  the  holy 
cvangelifls.  The  fubftance  of  it  I  Hiall  now  give 
the  reader. 

Ribera,  on  his  arrival  at  the  confluence  of  the 
two  rivers  forming  the  Iguata,  was  informed  by  the 
Xarayes  he  met  there,  that  the  Yayoa  ifTues  from 
the  mountains  of  Santa  Martha ;  and  the  Yacareati, 
from  thofe  of  Peru,  whence  it  falls  precipitately  into 
a  very  iov/  country ;  that  they,  firfl,  mix  together  in 
the  country  of  the  Perohacaex^  and  then  feparate  and 
form  a  very  great  ifland  well  inhabited  by  different 
nations.  After  taking  leave  of  the  Xarayes,  whofe 
Cacique,  called  Caraire^  had  received  him  with  ex- 
traordinary marks  of  kindnefs  and  refpedl,  he  con- 
iinuGd  hic  march  for  three  days,  when  he  arrived 

among 
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among  another  nation  of  Indians,  called  Urtuezez^ 
who,  like  the  Xarayes,  till  the  ground,  and  feed 
feveral  kinds  of  poultry.  He  then  pufhed  on, 
through  a  very  populous  country,  till  he  arrived 
in  fourteen  degrees  and  fifty  three  minutes  of  South 
latitude. 

During  his  ftay  among  the  Urtuezez,  who  liad 
for  neighbours  the  Ahurtinez^  a  great  many  Indians 
of  the  neighbourhood  came  to  wait  upon  him,  and 
prefented  him  feathers  like  thofe  found  in  Peru, 
and  plates  of  a  metal  they  called  Chafalonia.  He 
examined  them  feparately,  concerning  the  country 
that  lay  beyond  them,  and  they  all  unanimoufly  told 
him,  that,  at  ten  days  march  to  the  North-weft, 
there  were  large  towns  inhabited  by  women,  who  had 
gteat  quantities  of  white  and  yellow  metal,  and 
were  governed  by  a  woman,  whom  the  natior^s  in 
her  neighbourhood  greatly  feared  and  refpected  ; 
that  thefe  women  made  ufe  of  nothing  but  what 
was  made  of  white  metal ;  and  that,  on  the  road 
to  them,  there  was  a  nation  of  very  little  men, 
unable  to  make  head  againft  the  women  who 
often  invaded  their  country  \  but  that,  however, 
at  a  certain  feafon  of  the  year,  they  fent  for  fome 
of  thefe  little  men,  to  have  children  by  them  ;  that 
they  kept  the  girls  to  themfelves,  but  fent  the  boys, 
when  weaned,  back  to  their  fathers  ;  that,  by  v/hat 
he  could  gather  from  thefe  Indians,  thefe  wo- 
men inhabit  a  tradt  of  land,  North-north-weft  of 
the  mountains  of  Santa  Martha,  and  a  great  lake, 
which  the  natives  call  the  houfe  ofthejun^  becaufe 
this  luminary  appears  to  them  to  fet  in  it ;  that,  be- 
yond the  country  ot  thefe  women,  there  are  fe- 
veral numerous  nations  of  black  men,  with  beards 
terminating  in  a  point.  The  Indians,  who  gave 
this  account,  added,  that  they  had  heard  thofe 
particulars  from  their  fathers,  but  had  not  themfeh^es 
had  an  opportunity  6f  being  eye-wi^nefs  to  them  ; 

K  4  that 
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that  tlieir  neighbours  had  given  them  the  fame  ac-- 
count,  adding,  withal,  that  ail  thoie  black  men 
were  very  well  drefied,  had  large  houfes  built  with 
earth  and  flones,  and  white  and  yellow  metal  in 
fuch  plenty,  that  all  their  vellels,  their  kettles, 
and  in  general,  all  their  utenfils  were  made  of  one 
or  the  other. 

R I B  E  R  A  afked  them,  v/hich  way  thefe  black  men 
lived,  and  they  anfwered,  that,  after  fifteen  days 
march,  North-well:,  he  might  expedt  to  be   very 
near  their  country  ;    from  whence  he  concluded, 
that  diey  muft  be  fituated  about  the  tv/eifth  degree 
of  South  latitude,  between  the  mountains  of  Santa 
Martha  and  thofe    of  Mar  anon.     He   was  like- 
wife  informed,  that  thefe  black  men  were  a  very 
warlike  nation,  but  had  no  other  arms  but   bows 
and  arrows.     The  lame  Indians  gave  him  likewife, 
to  underftand  by  figns,  that,  between  the  Weft- 
north-weft  and  the  North-weft  one  quarter  North, 
there  v/ere  a  great  many  wtII  inhabited  trails  of  land 
and  feme  towns  of  fuch  a  length,  that  a  man  could    • 
not,  in  one  day,  walk  from  one  end  of  them  to  the 
other ;  that  all  thefe  Indians  had  a  great  deal  of 
yellov/  and  white  metal,  and  that  the  road  to  them 
was  not  very  long,  and  lay,  befides,  through  a  popu- 
lous country  ;  that  there  v/as  a  lake  to  the  Weft,  of 
fuch  extent,  that  there  was  no  feeing  acrofs  it  ;  that 
all  the  Indians  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
lake  had  a  great  deal  of  metal  and  little  ftones,  that 
caft  a  great  luftre,  and  with  v/hich  they  adorned  the 
borders  of  their  cloaths,  and  their  furniture  ;  that 
their  towns  were  very  large  ;  that  they  tilled  their 
ground,    and   bred   great   quantities   of  poultry  ; 
and   tliat  from  the  place  where  he  now   was,  he 
might  arrive  at  the  lake  in  fifteen  days  ;  that  the 
roads  to  it  were  very  good,  when  the  waters  did 
not  happen  to  be  out,  and  lay  through   a  populous 
country  -^  that^  at  prefent,  the  rivers  in   the   way 

had 
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had  overflown  their  banks ;  and  that,  befides,  Ri- 
bera  had  too  few  men  to  attempt  travelling  through 
{o  well  inhabited  a  country. 

They  then  told  him,  that  Wefl  one  quarter 
South  Wefl,  there  were  other  great  towns,  whofe 
houfes  were  built  v/ith  earth,  and  whofe  inhabitants 
were  very  courteous  and  rich,  having  metals  in 
abundance,  and  feeding  great  flocks  of  very  large 
fheep,  which  they  made  ufe  of  to  plough  and  har- 
row their  ground,  and  carry  burdens;  that  he 
could  get  to  them  in  a  few  days ;  and  that  the  road 
lay  through  an  inhabited  country,  where  there  were 
chriftians  all,  and  fome  fandy  defarts,  where  no 
water  v/as  to  be  found.  Pvibera  having  afked  them, 
how  they  came  to  know  they  were  chriftians  at  that 
fide  of  the  country,  they  anfwered,  that,  formerly, 
fome  Indians,  who  lived  at  no  great  diitance  from 
thefe  towns,  had  heard  the  people  of  the  country 
fay,  that,  in  eroding  thefe  defarts,  they  had  feen 
white  men,  with  beards,  dreffed  like  himfeif,  and 
riding  upon  animals,  which,  according  to  the  de- 
fcription  they  gave  of  them,  mufl  be  horfes  ;  but, 
that  not  finding  any  water  in  thefe  defarts,  they  were 
obliged  to  make  the  befl  of  their  way  back  ;  after 
many  of  them  had  perifhed  with  hunger  and  thirfl. 

RiBERA,  having  then  afked  them,  how  they 
came  to  know  all  thefe  particulars,  they  anfwered, 
that  there  was  a  great  communication  between  all 
thefe  nations ;  and  that  it  was  certain,  chriftians 
had  been  feen,  with  their  horfes,  coming  from  to- 
wards the  defart ;  that  they  likewife  knew,  by 
hear-fay,  that,  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountains 
to  the  South- Wefl,  there  were  large  towns,  whofe 
inhabitants  were  very  rich  in  metals ;  and  that,  at 
the  other  fide  of  the  mountains,  the  v/ater  was  fait, 
and  very  great  buildings  had  been  feen  moving  on 
this  water.  In  fine,  having  afked  them,  if  all  the 
nations  they  had  mentioned  had  chiefs,  who  had 

an 
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an  authority  over  the  reft  of  the  nation,  they  anfwer- 
ed,  that  every  nation  had  its  own  chief,  who  was  al- 
ways the  braveft  men  in  it,  and  that  all  the  reft  punc- 
tually obeyed  him.  Ribera  concluded,  upon  oath, 
that,  not  fatisfied  with  what  the  Indians  told  him, 
when  he  fpoke  to  them  in  gcRcral  and  all  together, 
he  had  examined  them  feparately,  when  they  all  an- 
fwered  uniformly,  and  without  the  leaft  alteration. 

To  return  to  Irala,  he  behaved  as  if  he  flattered 
himfeif,  that  Don  Alvarez  would  never  return  to 
Paraguay,  but  would  perifh  on  his  paffage  to  Spain ; 
or,  if  he  did  not  fall  under  the  weight  of  the  heavy 
charges  brought  againft  him,  lofe  all  his  credit  in 
confequence  of  them.  He  entered  upon  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  poft,  which  the  enemies  of  the  governor 
had  conferred  upon  him,  by  diftributing  his  fpoils 
among  thofe,  whom  it  moft  imported  him  to  make 
his  friends.  But,  though  Don  Alvarez  could  not 
be  long  ignorant  of  fo  ftrange  a  proceeding,  he,  not- 
withftanding,  continued  to  obferve  the  ftridleft 
filence  in  regard  to  him,  even  when  he  might  liave 
ruined  him  with  a  fmgle  word. 

He  foon  found  means  to  intereft  in  his  fuccefs  all 
thofe,  from  whom  he  had  any  thing  to  fear,  or 
whofe  affiftance  he  might  ftand  in  need  of,  to  con- 
tinue in  the  enjoyment  of  his  ill-got  power,  by  au- 
thorizing their  mjuftice,  or  (hutting  his  eyes  on 
their  manner  of  treating  the  Indians.  But,  as  he 
foon  underftood,  that  fuch  meafures,  alone,  are  in- 
fufficient  to  fecure  the  poffellion  of  an  authority, 
which,  when  not  ratified  by  the  fovereign,  is  ge- 
nerally fhared  by  thofe  who  conferred  it,  he  thought 
it  his  bufmefs  to  give  work,  abroad,  to  all  thofe, 
from  whom  he  might  expedl  any  contradidlion  at 
home.  It  was  partly  for  this  reafon,  but  ftill  more, 
to  make  himfeif  neceifary,  by  entering  into  the 
views  of  the  Emperor,  that  he  refolved  to  continue 
his  difcoveries. 

He 
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He  little  expeded  the  revenue-officers  would  op- 
pole  him  in  this  defign.  On  the  firfl  mention  of 
it,  however,  thefe  gentlemen  told  him,  that  it  was 
not  proper  he  fhould  leave  the  AlTumption,  till  his 
majeily  had  confirmed  him  in  the  government  of 
this  province.  If  the  mifunderftanding  between 
him  and  thefe  officers  did  not  break  out  before  this 
declaration,  at  leafl  it  foon  followed  ;  and  then  the 
confufion  became  general.  The  Indians,  who  foon 
difcovered  the  critical  fituation  of  the  Spaniards, 
refolved  to  take  advantage  of  it.  By  way  of  ma- 
king reprifals  for  the  cruelty,  with  which  the  Spa- 
niards did  not  ceafe  to  treat  them,  they  plundered 
all  their  country-fettlements.  Irala,  however,  was 
a  gainer  on  the  occafion,  on  account  of  the  neceffi- 
ty  the  Spaniards  had  of  him  to  reprefs  thefe  infults. 
He  no  fooner  took  the  field,  than  the  Indians  dif- 
appeared ;  and  they  never  ventured  to  fhew  their 
faces  again. 

r  Ha  viNG  fo  firmly  eflablifhed  his  autho- 
^^  '  rity  by  this  fuccefs,  that  no  one,  hencefor- 
ward, dared  to  contradidl  him,  he  refolved  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  firft  defign.  He  had  attached  to  his  in- 
terefl  a  gentleman  born  at  Truxillo,  in  Eflramadu- 
ra,  called  Naflo  de  Chaves,  a  man  of  great  refolu- 
tioD,  and  who  wifhed  for  nothing  more  than  an  op- 
portunity of  fignaiizing  himfelf.  This  gentleman, 
he  ordered  to  go  and  wait  for  him  with  the  diredlor 
of  provifions,  Lefcano  and  forty  Spaniards,  among 
the  Mayas  or  Tayas^  who  live  to  the  Weft  of  the  Pa- 
raguay, and  about  one  hundred  leagues  north  of 
the  Afllimption,  almofl  under  the  tropic  ;  and,  af- 
ter overcoming  fome  unforefeen  obflacles,  which 
delayed  him  a  little,  followed  him  in  perfon,  after- 
gaining  the  foldiers,  by  permitting  them  to  live  at 
difcretion  in  all  the  places  they  fhould  pafs  through  ; 
and  naming  Don  Francifco  de  Mendoza,  his  lieute- 
nant-general, during  his  abfence.  He  took  along  with 

him 


I40  THE     HISTORY 

him  three  hundred  Spaniards,  upon  four  brigan- 
tines;  and  was  followed  by  three  thoufand  five 
hundred  Indians,  part  in  pirogues,  and  the  reft  by 
land,  to  the  river  of  the  Itatines,  where  they  at  laft, 
embarked.  Here  Chavez  joined  the  general  with 
provifions  ;  and  the  army  remounted  the  Paraguay 
to  King's-Port. 

From   King's-Port  they  continued  their  march 
till  they  met  the  Xarayes,  who  are  faid  to  be  the 
moft  politick  and  civilized  nation  of  all  this  conti- 
nent.    At  leaft,  they  received  Irala  very  well ;  fup- 
plied  him  with  provifions  in  abundance ;    gave  him 
fome  men  by  way  of  reinforcement,  and  to  ferve 
him  as  guides.     This  behaviour  of  theirs  engaged 
him  to  leave  in  their  care  his  veffels,  which  he  had 
now  no  longer  any  occafion  for ;  and  then  he  fet  out 
North- Weftwards.     The  firft  Indians  he  met  with 
informed  him  of  m.any  things  concerning  all  the 
country,  reaching  as  far  as  the  river  of  Amazons, 
and  told  him,  among  other  things,  that,   on  the 
banks  of  the  lake  Del  Dorada^  there  were  feveral 
nations,  who  had  gold  and  filver  in  great  plenty  ; 
that  the  Sembicofis  in  particular,  who  lived  to  the 
Weft,  had  very  rich  mines.  He,  upon  this,  thought 
proper  to  diredt  his  courfe  that  way ;    and,  after 
many  days  march,  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the 
Guapay^  which  falls  into  the  Mamore^  a  great  river, 
that  difcharges  itfeif  under  the  name  of  Rio  de  la 
Madera  into  the  Maranon.     From  hence  he  travel- 
led till  he  reached  the  Sembicofis,  who  live  at  the 
foot  of  the  Peruvian  mountains,  and  prefented  him 
with  many  famples  of  gold  and  filver.     He,  like- 
wife  met,  with  fome  Indians  there,  who  inform- 
ed him,    that  there   then  reigned  great  divifions 
among  the  Spaniards  of  Peru  ;    and,  as  he  thought 
this  a  favourable  opportunity  to    pay  his    court 
to  the  Emperor,    he  fent  Chaves    to  the    pre- 

fident 
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fident  de  la  Gafca,  who  commanded  in  that  king- 
dom for  his  majefly,  to  offer  himfelf,  and  all  the 
troops  he  had  along  with  him.  The  prefident 
accepted  his  offers,  and  named  Don  Diego  de  Cen- 
teno,  to  govern  Paraguay  during  his  abfence.  It 
even  appears,  that  he  intended  this  officer  fhould 
continue  there. 

But,  as  Irak's  meifengers  made  a  very  long  ftay, 
becaufe  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  Lima,  where 
the  prefident  then  was,  his  troops  preiled  him 
greatly  to  enter  Peru  ;  and,  on  being  told,  that  he 
could  not  do  fo,  without  leave  from  the  perfon 
who  commanded  there,  they  replied,  that,  if  that 
Vv^as  the  cafe,  they  mufl:  return  to  Paraguay.  Upon 
this,  he  reprefented  to  them,  that  he  had  given  his 
word  to  Chaves  to  wait  for  him,  and  that,  in  honour 
and  juftice,  he  could  not  go  from  it.  But,  the  only 
efFed:  thefe  reprefentations  had  on  the  foldiers, 
was  to  make  them  mutiny,  fo  that  he  found  him- 
felf under  an  ablblute  necelfity  of  yielding  to  their 
entreaties.  At  his  arrival  among  the  Xarayes, 
finding  his  veifels  in  good  order,  he  took  (hipping 
to  return  to  the  AfTumption,  where  he  did  not  ar- 
rive till  the  third  year  after  he  had  left  it. 

In   this   interval,    great  changes  had 

54/  A-y-  happened  at  the  Aifumption.  In  about 
twelve  months  after  his  fetting  out,  Don  Francifco 
de  Mendoza,  whom  Irak  had  left  to  command 
there  during  his  abfence ;  and,  indeed  many  others, 
began  to  think,  that  Don  Dominigo  Martinez  de 
Irak,  from  whom,  all  this  time,  there  arrived  no 
news,  had  met  with  the  fame  fate  with  Don  Juan- 
de  Ayolas.  His  friends,  therefore,  advifed  him 
to  propofe  the  eledlion  of  a  new  governor,  as  he 
could  make  no  doubt,  they  faid,  of  all  the  votes 
being  for  him  -,  and  of  his  afterwards  obtaining, 
by-  the   interefl  of  his  illuflrious  family,  a  com- 

miiTion  in. form  from  the  Emperor. 

He 
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He  followed  their  advice  ;  fpc^ke  to  all  the  elec- 
tors ;  and  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  had  gained  thenri 
over  to  his  intereil,  though  their  propofing  to  him, 
that  he  (liould  firfl:  refign  his  poll  of  lieutenant-ge- 
neral, might  naturally  enough  make  him  fufpetl 
their  fincerity.  How  great,  therefore,  mufl  have 
have  been  his  furprize,  when,  after  doing  what 
they  propofed,  Don  Diego  de  Abreu  was  de- 
clared governor  on  the  very  firfl  fcrutiny,  and 
proclaimed  on  the  fpot.  Thunder-ftruck  in  a 
manner,  to  fee  himfelf  thus  outwitted  by  thofe, 
v/hom  he  flattered  himfelf  he  had  made  his  friends, 
he  confulted  thofe  whom  he  flill  thought  lb  ;  and 
they  all,  unluckily  for  him,  gave  it  as  their  opi- 
nion, that  the  election  was  void  ;  and  took  notice 
to  him,  that  it  was  in  confequence  of  a  premedi- 
tated defign  to  exclude  him  from  the  fupreme  com- 
mand, he  had  been  firft  obliged  to  give  up  that 
he  was  in  adlual  polTellion  of  ;  that  he  fhould  begin 
by  caufing  this  his  refignation  to  be  declared 
furreptitious  ;  and  then  exercife  the  fundi  ions  of 
it  as  before  ;  that  they  would  fupport  him  in  thefe 
meafures,  and  foon  find  means  to  make  him  mafter 
of  de  Abreu's  perfon. 

The  new  governor  was  foon  informed  of  this 
cabal  ;  and,  without  lofmg  a  fmgle  moment,  caufed 
Mendoza's  lioufe  to  be  invefted.  At  the  firft  mo- 
tion for  this  purpofe,  almofl  all  thofe,  who  had  en- 
gaged him  in  this  fcrape,  made  their  efcape.  The 
refl,  who  continued  with  him,  were  all  put 
tinder  arreft,  and  fentenced  to  lofe  their  heads. 
Mendoza  appealed  to  the  Emperor's  council  ; 
but  he  was  told,  that  his  appeal  was  void  and 
abufive ;  and  that  he  fhould  think  of  nothing  but 
to  make  his  peace  with  God.  Upon  this,  he 
refigned  himfelf,  and  prepared  for  death,  in  a 
chriftian  manner  ;  received  the  facraments  of  the 
church  y   and  was  conducted  by  a  company  of 

foldiers 
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foldlers  to  the  fcaffold,  which,  to  the  almoft  gene- 
ral difapprobation  of  the  province,  the  governor 
had  caufed  to  be  erected  before  his  own  houfe. 

We  cannot  refufe  our  tears  to  the  fad  fate  of 
a  man  of  Don  Mendoza's  family,  who,  but  a  few 
days  before,  commanded  in  the  fame  city,  where  he 
was  now  condemned  to  fufFer  as  a  criminal,  and 
who  had  gained  himfelf  every  heart  by  a  behaviour 
equally  affable  and  noble.  As  foon  as  he  had  af- 
cended  the  fcafFold,  he  exprefTed  a  defire  of  fpeak- 
ing,  upon  which  a  profound  filence  enfued.  He 
then  declared,  that  on  the  fame  day  and  month,  a 
little  before  his  departure  from  Spain,  he  hady 
in  a  fit  of  jealoufy,  and  on  bare  fufpicion,  put 
to  death  his  iirft  wife,  and  his  chaplain  ;  that  he 
now  faw  divine  juflice  had  ordered,  that  he  fhould 
expiate  his  crime,  by  falling  under  the  hands 
of  an  executioner ;  and  that  he  cheerfully  fubmit- 
ted  to  his  fentence,  praying  God  would  be  fatisfied 
with  punifhing  him  in  this  life,  and  fpare  him  in 
rhe  next 


End  of  the  Second  Book. 
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Another  named  in  his  place.,  'who.,  on  his  arrival  at 
the  Affumption^  quarrels  with  the  bifhop.,  and  is  by 
him  conducted prif oner  to  Spain.  A  new  governor 
fent  from  Spain.  General  defcription  of  Tucuman 
and  Chaco.  Two  very  remarkable  nations  in  Chaco. 
Account  of  the  Chiriguanes.  Origin  of  the  flavery 
in  which  the  Spaniards  hold  the  Indians. 


^TpHE  governor,  having  rid  himfeif  of 
^b^9'  \  fo  dangerous  a  rival,  had  now  nothing 
to  do  but  endeavour  to  procure  himfeif  the  Em- 
peror's commiilion.  He,  therefore,  immediately 
difpatched  a  caravel  to  Spain,  with  Don  Alfonfo  de 
Riquelmi,  whom  he  charged  with  a  judicial  attefla- 
tion  of  his  eledlion,  and  the  proofs  that  had  been 
received  of  Irak's  death  ;  ordering  Ferdinando  de 
Ribera  to  efcort  him,  with  a  brigantine,  as  far  as  the 
cape  of  Santa  Martha.  Riquelmi 's  caravel  en- 
deavouring to  reach  an  ifland  in  order  to  dart  from 
thence  into  the  ocean,  was  driven  by  a  fudden  fquall 
upon  a  rock,  and  dafhed  to  pieces.  Ribera,  having 
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ibon  got  intelligence  of  the  caravel's  misfortune  i 
took  on  board  the  crew,  which  had  happily  efcap- 
ed  drowning,  but  were  in  the  greateft  danger  of 
p:^riniing  by  the  hands  of  the  favages  ;  and  arrived 
at  the  Alfumption  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1549  ; 
when  he  found  Ir ala  returned  from  his  inland  ex- 
pedition up  the  Paraguay. 

The  whole  town  went  four  leagues  to  meet  him, 
and  ialuted  him  in  quality  of  their  governor.  Don 
Diego  de  Abreu,  who  had  not  relblution  enough 
to  oppofe  this  reception,  and  might  well  forefee 
that  Irak  would  make  him  pay  dearly  for  Men- 
doza's  death,  chofe  to  avoid  his  refentment  by 
flight.  Mofb  of  thofe,  v/ho  had  any  reafon  to 
dread  a  profecution  on  the  fame  fcore,  took  the 
fame  ilep,  and  pofled  themfelves  in  a  mountain, 
from  v/hence  it  was  the  more  difficult  to  draw 
them,  as  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  had 
declared  in  their  favour.  But  the  governor  was 
foon  comforted  for  the  lofs  of  his  prey  by  the  arri- 
val of  Chavez  and  thofe  who  had  accompanied  him 
to  Peru,  from  whence  he  returned,  not  only  with- 
out lofing  a  fmgle  man,  but  with  a  reinforcement 
of  fifty  Spaniards. 

Chavez,  who  was  fon- in-law  to  Don 
1549  5  •  Francifco  de  Mendoza,  claimed  juflice 
of  the  governor  againfb  thofe,  who  had  any  hand 
in  his  death ;  and  Irala  promifed  he  fhould  have 
it.  Upon  this,  a  few  of  thofe  who  had  not  a^ 
yet  abfconded  were  happy  enough  to  make  their 
efcape  ;  the  refl  fuffered.  Abreu,  more  and  more 
alarmed  at  this  feverity,  retired  to  a  greater  dif-« 
tance,  but  was  at  lafl  overtaken.  Twenty  foidiers, 
who  had  exprefs  orders  to  take  him  dead  or  alive, 
and  for  that  purpofe  were  tracking  him  from  place 
to  place,  having  fpied  a  kind  of  cabin  furround- 
ed  with  trees  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  of  dif-- 
iicult  accefs,  clambered  up  to  it  in  the  night  time  j 
Vol,  L  L  and. 
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and,  having  diftinguiflied  him  among  four  or  five 
Spaniards,  who  ftill  continued  to  flick  faithfully 
by  him,  one  of  them  fired  upon  him,  and  laid 
him  dead  upon  the  fpot. 

J       _  These  tranfadions   were   attended 

55-  y^jr[^}^  gxt2it  violence  and  confufion  ; 
and  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  juflify  all  Irak's  pro- 
ceedings on  the  occafion.  Nay,  from  his  be- 
haviour to  Don  Alvarez  there  arifes  a  very  flrong 
prefumption  to  his  prejudice.  Unluckily  for  his 
reputation,  he  did  not  fufiiciently  difguife  his  paflion 
to  command  ;  for  which  he  certainly  was  in  many 
refpedls  extremely  well  qualified.  The  impunity, 
with  which  he  permitted  the  foldiery  and  his  ad- 
herents to  treat  not  only  the  Indians,  but  the  reft 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  which  produced  many  re- 
volts among  the  former,  is  utterly  inexcufable. 
Accordingly,  as  he  had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 
to  fear,  that  fome  of  the  witnefTes  to  his  vexations 
would  give  the  Royal  council  of  the  Indies,  or 
the  Emperor,  an  account  of  them,  he  had  every 
where  his  fpies,  whofe  vigilance  was  fo  much  the 
more  formidable,  as  death,  or  at  leaft  imprifonment, 
was  the  certain  confequence  of  being  difcovered 
to  have  written  any  letters  to  that  purpofe  ;  for  he 
never  was  at  a  lofs  for  pretexts  to  go  fuch  lengths, 
and  he  was  equally  attentive  to  prevent  any  of  the 
malcontents  flipping  into  Peru,  as  he  had  as 
much  to  dread  from  thofe  who  commanded  there, 
as  from  the  Emperor  and  his  council. 

He  could  not  but  know,  that,  at  the  very  time 
he  fent  an  offer  of  his  fervices  to  the  prefident  de 
la  Gafca,  this  nobleman,  whether  becaufe  he  re- 
folved  to  accept  them,  or  becaufe  fome  of  Irak's 
deputies  had  informed  him  of  the  troubles  in 
Paraguay,  and  made  fome  complaints  of  their 
governor,  refblved  to  fend  one  there,  upon  whom 
he  could  depend  j   and  had  for  this  purpofe,  as  we 

have 
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have  already  feen,  caft  his  eyes  upon  Don 
Diego  de  Centeno,  an  old  officer,  whofe  name  is 
famous  in  the  hiftory  of  Peru  for  his  zeal  for  the 
fervice  of  his  fovereign,  and  his  other  virtues, 
which  rendered  him  equal  to  the  mofl  arduous 
undertakings,  and  worthy  of  the  highefl  honours. 
The  bounds  of  the  country,  which  the  com- 
mander-general of  Peru  thought  proper  to  commit 
to  his  care,  were  Cuzco  and  Charcas  to  the  fouth 
eafh  and  weft,  on  the  one  fide  ;  and,  on  the  other 
fide,  Brazil  from  the  fourteenth  to  the  tv/enty- 
feventh  degrees  of  fouth  latitude. 

He  recommended  to  him,  above  all  things,  to 
beftow  his  firft  cares  on  forwarding  the  temporal 
and  eternal  happinefs  of  the  natives  ;  never  to  em- 
ploy force  againft  them,  till  fair  means  fhould  be 
found  abfolutely  infufficient  ;  and  not  only  give 
the  miffionaries  all  the  protection  neceffary  for  the 
due  execution  of  their  fundlions,  but  even  take 
their  advice  in  all  his  tranfadtions  relating  to  the 
Indians  ;  not  to  lofe  time  in  running  up  and  down 
the  country,  as  his  predeceffors  had  done  to  very 
little  or  no  purpofe  ;.  but  to  extend  his  fettlements 
by  placing  them  at  fmall  diftances  one  from  the 
other  ;  this  being  the  only  fure  method  of  quieting 
the  prefent,  and  preventing  future,  diifentions  a- 
mong  the  Spaniards,  and  retaining  the  Indians  in 
their  towns,  fmce  nothing  but  the  dread  of  being 
molefted  can  oblige  them  to  defert  their  old  habita- 
tions ;  to  exacft  from  the  Indians  but  a  very 
moderate  tribute,  and  regulate  it  by  the  advice  of 
the  regular  and  fecular  clergy  ;  to  grant  no  favours 
but  to  fuch  as  by  their  fervice  and  good  cha-ra6ter 
appeared  entitled  to  them ;  not  to  take  with 
him  any  Spaniards  who  had  a  hand  in  Gonzalvo 
Pizarro's  revolt ;  in  fine,  to  fee,  that  all  thofe, 
who  thought  proper  to  follow  him  to  Paraguay, 
obferved  on  the  road   the  ftridleft  difcipline,  and 
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carried  off  no  Indians  by  force,  upon  any  pretext 
whatever. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  Paraguay  would 
foon  have  put  on  another  face,  in  confequence  of 
inilru6tions  drawn  up  with  fo  much  wifdom,  and 
given  to  a  man  of  Centeno's  charadler.  But  he 
died  in  the  midll  of  his  preparations  to  fet  out 
for  it  -y  and  Irak,  it  is  probable,  knew  nothing, 
till  he  received  an  account  of  Centeno's  death, 
of  the  danger  he  was  in  of  feeing  himfelf  fup- 
planted  by  another,  i/  his  foldiers  had  not 
obliged  him  to  haflen  his  return  to  the  Affumption. 
Irak's  firft  care,  on  finding  himfelf  freed  from 
the  danger  of  being  thus  fuppknted  from  Peru, 
was  to  make  ufeful  eflablilhments ;  and  it  mufh  be 
owned  that  fo  far  Paraguay  is  greatly  indebted  to 
him.  He  had,  by  this  time,  had  leifure  enough 
to  fee,  that  this  colony  could  not  fubfifl  without 
a  fea-port,  where  veffels  from  Spain  might  eafily 
arrive,  and  fine  fure  and  convenient  anchorage ; 
and  it  looks,  as  if  he  had  refolved,  in  good  earnefl, 
to  procure  it  that  advantage,  having  fent  captain 
Juan  Romero,  with  one  hundred  foldiers,  upon  two 
brigantines  to  chufe  one.  Romero  fhopt  at  the 
mouth  of  a  little  river,  which  falls  into  the  Rio 
de  k  Plata,  a  little  above  the  iflands  of  Saint  Ga- 
briel ;  and  had  begun  to  lay  down  upon  its  banks 
the  plan  of  a  city,  under  the  name  of  Saint  John, 
which  is  likewife  that  of  the  river,  when  the 
Indians  annoyed  the  Spaniards  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he,  at  length,  thought  proper  to  give  up  the 
attempt,  and  fet  out  for  the  Affumption. 

Having,  one  day  during  the  paffage,  landed 
with  fome  of  his  people  to  dine  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  the  fpot,  where  he  ordered  the  table 
to  be  laid,  fuddenly  loofened  from  the  main  land, 
and  floated  off  with  the  flream.  Upon  this, 
he   made  an  attempt   to  fwim   back   to  the  bri- 

gantine. 
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gantine.  But  there  enfued  Co  great  an  agitation  in 
the  waters,  that,  to  avoid  being  drowned  with  all  his 
men,  he  was  foon  obliged  to  make  for  the  fhore, 
where  he  was  fcarce  arrived,  when  the  brigantine 
went  to  the  bottom.  At  the  end  of  eight  days,  (he 
appeared  again,  when  all  thofe  who  had  been  left  on 
board  her  were  found  dead,  except  a  woman,  who 
afTured  them  fhe  had  fufFered  nothing,  though 
fhe  had,  for  twice  twenty-four  hours,  forty-four  fa- 
thom of  water  upon  her. 

Some  time  after  this,  the  Guaranis,  who  lived 
near  the  great  fall  of  the  Parana,  and  had  volunta- 
rily fubmitted  to  the  Spaniards,  applied  to  the  go- 
vernor for  alTiflance  againfl  the  Tapez,  inhabitants 
of  the  frontiers  of  Brazil,  who,  fupported  by  the 
Portuguefe,  made  frequent  irruptions  into  their 
country,  and  committed  great  ravages  there.  Irala, 
thinking  it  the  duty,  and  even  the  intereft,  of  the 
Spaniards,  to  afford  them  protedion,  raifed 
a  little  army  compofed  of  Spaniards  and  Indians  ; 
took  the  command  of  it  himfelf ;  and  led  it  to  the 
habitations  of  the  Guaranis,  where  their  warriors 
joined  him.  He  then  marched  to  the  Tapes,  who 
defended  themfelves  very  well,  but  were  worfted 
at  lafl  ;  and,  to  avoid  being  entirely  cut  to  pieces, 
promifed  they  would  never  molefl  the  Guaranis 
for  the  futurCo 

The  governor,  having  carefully  examined  the 
fpot  occupied  by  the  Guaranis,  thought  it  would 
be  proper  to  build  a  town  there,  as  well  to  be  at 
hand  to  awe  all  this  frontier  of  Brazil,  as  to  get 
nearer  to  the  fea,  and  thereby  always  have  a  better 
opportunity  of  informing  the  council  of  the 
Indies  of  all  the  wants  of  the  colony.  This 
refolution  once  taken,  he  no  fooner  reached  the 
AfTumption,  than  he  charged  Garcias  Rodriguez 
de  Vergara,  v/ith  the  execution  of  his  projedl  ;  and 
lent  him  off,  in  1554,  with  fixty  men,  and  every 
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thing  requifite  for  fuch  an  undertaking.  Vergara 
began  by  looking  about  for  an  advantageous  fitua- 
tion  for  his  new  town  ;  and,  at  lafl,  flattered  himfelf 
he  had  difcovered  one  to  the  right  of  the  Parana,  a  lit- 
tle above  the  great  fall  He,  therefore,  immediately 
fet  about  the  work,  and  called  his  new  town  Onti- 
veras^  after  a  town  in  Caflile,  where  he  was  born. 
But  this  name  of  Ontiveras  was  foon  loft,  in  that 
of  Gnayra^  which  the  province  was  knov/n  by. 

About  this  time,  there  arrived  an  order  at  the 
AfTumption  from  the  council  of  the  Indies,  to  fuf- 
pend  the  difcoveries,  and  the  new  eftablifhments 
among  the  Indians  ;    and  Irala  caufed  it  to  be  pub- 
lifhed.     He  then  fent  to  Spain  the  Regidor  Don 
Pedro   de  Molina,    a  man  zealoufly  attached  to 
him,  under  the  pretext  of  informing  his  majefly  of 
the  condition  and  wants  of  his  province  •,    but,  in 
reality,  to  have  an  eye  to  his  mterefts  at  court. 
And,  left  any  one  ftiould  take   advantage   of  this 
opportunity  to  write  againft  him,  he  kept  Molina's 
voyage  very  fecret,  and  fent  away  with  him  Nuflo 
de  Chaves,  who  was  preparing,  by  his  orders,  to 
march  againft  the  Indians  of  the  Brazilian  frontiers, 
of  whom  his  allies  had  made  him  heavy  complaints. 
But,  as  he  ftill  dreaded,    that,  in  fpite  of  all  his 
precautions,  the  malcontents  might  find  out  fome 
means   or  other   of  conveying  memorials   againft 
him  to  the  council  of  the  Indies,  he  thought  it  but 
prudent,  in  order  to  ward  fo  dangerous  a  ftroke, 
to  write  himfelf  to  the  Emperor,  and  befeech  his 
majefty  to  order  his  condud  to  be  enquired  into, 
from  a  perfuafion,  that  the  confidence  exprelfed  by 
fuch  a  requeft  would  defeat  all    the    complaints 
againft  him,  which  might  happen  to  reach  the  fo- 
vereign  himfelf,  or  his  council     Trufting,  there- 
fore, to  this  precaution,  and  looking  upon  himfelf 
as  fecure  from  any  court  ftorm,  he,  at  laft,  pro- 
ceeded to  a  diftribution  of  the  lands,  which  hitherto 

he 
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he  had  conftantly  refufed  ;  but  he  did  it  more  like 
a  fovereign,  than  a  fubjedl  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  the 
Emperor's  injundions,  made  grants  to  Portuguefe 
and  other  flrangers  ;  threatening,  with  the  fevereft 
punifliment,  all  thofe  who  fhould  take  upon  them- 
felves  publickly  to  blame  his  condudt  in  this  re- 
fpedl  ;  as  he  made  no  doubt,  he  laid,  of  obtaining 
the  Emperor's  approbation  of  all  his  meafures. 

To  this  a6l  of  defpotifm  he  foon  added  two  re- 
gulations, w^hich  tended  greatly  to  obftrudl  the  trade 
carried  on  between  the  Spaniards  and  the  Indians. 
The  Indians  made  no  fcruple  to  exprefs  their 
difpleafure  at  it,  though  the  fear  of  being  ftill  worfe 
treated  hindered  moft  of  them  from  flirring. 
Chaves  was  fent,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
to  chaftife  thofe  who  did  ;  but  he  found  it  a  much 
harder  talk  than  he  at  firfl  imagined.  The  Indians 
defended  themfelves  well,  and  killed  him  a  great 
many  men,  for  which  reafon,  though  they  loft  as 
many  themfelves,  he  thought  proper  to  proceed, 
for  the  future,  by  way  of  negociation  j  by  which 
he,  at.  lafl,  prevailed  upon  them  to  return  to  their 
duty,  and  upon  the  chiefs  to  follow  him  to  the  Af- 
fumption.  Irak  put  up  with  the  promife  they 
gave  him  of  being  more  fubmiflive  for  the  future. 
People  were  furprized  at  his  treating  them  with  fo 
much  lenity ;  but  he  had  juft  received  fome  pri- 
vate intelligence,  which  gave  him  too  much  un- 
eafinefs  to  let  him  think  of  engaging  in  a  new  war. 

The  Emperor  having  manifefled,  fince  the 
year  1547,  a  refolution  of  fending  a  governor  to 
Paraguay  ;  Don  Juan  de  Sanabria,  a  very  wealthy 
gentleman,  made  an  offer  to  his  majefly,  to  trans- 
port there,  at  his  own  private  expence,  a  good 
number  of  families,  two  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers, 
and  ten  francifcan  friars ;  with  wheat,  beans,  and 
other  kind  of  feed,  to  fow  the  lands  with  ;  mate- 
rials to  build  ten  brigantines  to  ply  on  the  river ;  and 
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goods  to  be  advanced  to  the  Spaniards,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  trade  with  the  natives  ;    likewife 
to  forna  two  new  eftablifhments ;  one,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river   St.  Francis,   already  mentioned,  be- 
tween the  iflands  of  Cananee,  and   St.  Catherine. 
The  Emperor  accepted  thefe  offers,  on  condition 
that  Sanabria  would,  likewife,  take  on  "board  one 
thoufand  quintals  of  iron,    one  hundred  of  fteelj 
a  number  of  fuch  handicrafts  as  are  moil  ufeful  in 
a  nev/  colony,  provifions  for  all  thefe  mouths  till 
the  firfl  crop,  and  fix  compleat  chapels   for   an 
equal  number  of  priefts  that  might  want  them ; 
which  Sanabria  confenting  to,  his  majefty  conferred 
on  him  all  the  power  he  had  before  conferred  on 
Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza  ;   created  him  adelantade, 
governor,  captain-general,  and  alguazil  major  of  the 
province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  with  all  the  appoint- 
ments attached  to  thefe  dignities  granted  him  the 
poft  of  lieutenant-general  for  all  the  places  he  fhould 
build  ;    and  all  the  power  neceffary  to  explore,  and 
people  the  country,  in  what  manner  he  himfelf  might 
think  proper.   In  fine,  he  recommended  to  him  not 
to  fijffer  above  one  Regidor  in  the  place  of  his  refi- 
dence,  nor  permit  the  ordinary  alguazils  to  raife 
the  duties  higher  than  five  per  cent. 

The  new  adelantade,  having  received  his  com- 
miffions,  repaired  to  Seville,  to  forv/ard  his  arma- 
ment, and  tliere  received  frefh  orders  from  the 
Emperor,  of  which  the  principal  were,  not  to 
allow  the  Portuguefe  of  Brazil  to  carry  on  any 
commerce  with  Paraguay  -,  to  require  nothing  of 
the  friars  for  their  palTage  -,  and  to  take  out  of 
the  royal  treafury  three  hundred  ducats,  t6  fupply 
them  with  every  thing  they  might  want  for  the  due 
celebration  of  the  holy  myfleries.  But,  at  the  time 
Don  Juan  de  Sanabria  was  mofl  taken  up  with 
the  preparations  for  his  voyage,  he  died,  to  the 
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o^ieat  regret  of  all  thofe  who  knew  him,  and  had 
the  welfare  of  the  province  of  Paraguay  at  heart. 
His  death,  in  fad,  was  a  great  lofs  to  this  infant 
colony,  which  now,  more  than  ever,  required  the 
alii  fiance  of  a  governor  like  him. 

The  Emperor  having  offered  Sanabria's  fon  to 
renew  with  him  the  treaty  he  had  made  with  his 
father,  he  accepted  it  with  thanks ;  and,  after  feve- 
ral  unexpeded  delays,  embarked  for  his  govern- 
ment ;  but,  on  entering  the  bay  of  Rio  de  la. 
Plata,  he  unfortunately  perifhed  by  Oiipv/reck.  with 
all  his  company,  except  a  few  failors,  v/ho,  carry- 
ing the  news  of  it  to  the  Ailumption,  fpread  a 
general  confternation  among  the  inhabitants.  It 
appears  by  fome  hifhorians,  that  the  Emperor  fent 
new  commiflions  to  Irak,  when  he  found  that 
young  Sanabria  would  not  be  ready  tofet  out  as  loon 
as  it  was  firft  expeded,  though  it  does  not  equally 
appear,  that  Irak  flood  in  need  of  fuchcommillions 
to  retain  his  place,  till  a  fuccelTor  appointed  by  the 
Emperor  fhould  arrive,  unlefs,  perhaps,  thofe  he 
already  had  were  for  a  limited  time,  and  the  term 
of  them  was  expired. 

The  news  of  Sanabria's  misfortune  was  foon 
compenfated  by  that  of  the  Emperor's  having,  at 
length,  procured  the  province  of  la  Plata  a  bilhop  ^ 
a  thing  much  more  necelTary,  than  many  per- 
fons  in  the  colonies  are  willing  to  believe.  In  a 
confiftory  held  at  Rome,  the  firfh  of  July  1547, 
by  Pope  Paul  III.  the  city  of  the  Ailumption 
was  ereded  into  a  bifhoprick,  under  the  title  of  Op- 
pidum  feu  Pagus  de  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  and  father  Juan 
deBarros,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  was  appoint- 
ed to  it,  but  he  never  took  polTeflion  of  it.  On  his 
tranflation  to  another  fee,  in  1554,  father  Pedro  de 
la  Torre,  of  the  fame  order,  was  named  to  fucceed 
him,  and  fet  out,  the  year  following,  for  Paraguay. 

The 
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The  Inhabitants  of  the  AfTumption,  having  learned 
that  there  appeared  fome  fhips  at  the  entrance  of 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  by  means  of  fires,  which  the  In- 
dians had  agreed  with  the  Spaniards  to  make  from 
diflance  to  dillance  on  fuch  occafions ;  and  foon 
after,  that  the  fhips  brought  them  a  bifhop,  pre- 
pared to  receive  him,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his 
dignity,  and  expreflive  of  the  great  hopes  they  en- 
tertained, that  his  prefence  would  procure  them  a 
confiderable  abatement  of  the  evils  mofl  of  them 
groaned  under.  The  fecular  clergy,  very  few  in 
number,  the  friars  of  St.  Francis,  and  two  of  the 
order  for  the  redemption  of  captives,  at  the  firft 
news  of  his  approach,  went  out  to  meet  him,  and 
found  him  attended  by  no  mean  retinue  of  priefls 
and  domefticks ;  the  Emperor  having  thought  pro- 
per, that  he  fhould  appear,  at  his  firfl  entrance  in- 
to his  diocefe,  with  a  train  fuitable  to  his  dignity. 
Irak,  who  happened  to  be  abfent  from  the  AfTump- 
tion, when  the  firfl  news  of  the  bifhop' s  approach 
arrived  there,  haflened  back  to  receive  him  ;  and, 
on  meeting  him,  fell  upon  his  knees  to  afk  his  be- 
nedidion. 

Don  Pedro  de  la  Torre  had  left  Spain  with 
three  fhips  full  of  m^n,  arms,  and  ammunition,  all 
fent  by  the  Emperor,  under  the  command  of  Mar- 
tin de  Urua,  who  came  to  Spain  from  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  in  quality  of  procurator  of  that  Province. 
He  delivered  Irak  commilfions,  which  continued 
him  in  his  government,  and  fome  orders  of  his 
majefby,  containing  a  great  many  regulations,  of 
which  the  principal  related  to  what  the  Spaniards 
call  Commandes. 

These  commandes  v/ere  a  method  contrived  to 
reward  thofe,  who  had  contributed  to  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  the  colony,  and  who,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  were  filled  the  Conquerors  of  Paraguay. 
We  fhall  foon  explain,  at  large,  what  thefe  com- 
mandes 
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mandes  were.  Let  it  fuffice,  for  the  prefent,  to 
lay,  that  they  confifted  of  a  certain  number  of  In- 
dian fubjeds,  who  were  obliged  to  ferve  thofe  to 
whom  they  were  granted.  But,  there  not  being,  as 
yet,  enough  of  thefe  poor  creatures  to  fupply  all 
the  Spaniards,  who  laid  claim  to  their  fervices,  the 
governor,  by  the  advice  of  the  biPaop  and  all  thofe 
who  had  a  right  of  voting  in  the  council,  refolved 
to  form  nev/  fettlements  of  the  natives,  of  whom 
they  thought  themfelves  intitled  to  difpofe,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  knew  it  was  impolfible  to  do 
it,  till  they  fixed  them  to  fome  certain  fpot. 

The  year  following,  the  governor  fent 
^^->i'    captain  Rui  Diaz  Melgarejo  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Guayra,  by  which  was  underftood  all  the 
country  watered  by  the  Parana,  above  the  great 
fall  and  the  rivers  that  flow  into  it.     Melgarejo, 
after  furveying  a  great  deal  of  it,  found  the  fituation 
of  the  city  of  Guayra  but  indifferent.     He,  there- 
fore, took  all  the   inhabitants  out  of  it  j  and,  hav- 
ing tranfported  them  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Pa- 
rana,   he  there  traced  out,   on  the   banks  of  it 
but  three  leagues  higher,    near   the  place  where 
it  receives  the    little    river  Piquiri,  a  new   town, 
which  he  called  Ciudad  Real     The  air  here  is  not 
over  wholfome ;  but,  in  other  refpefts,  the  fituation 
is  very  advantageous.     Fifh,  and  land  game  efpe- 
cially,  are  found  here  in  the  greatefl  plenty.    Forty 
thoufand  Indians  were  given  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  place,  who  found  no  great  difficulty  in  bring- 
ing them  to  cultivate  the  earth,  which,  in  a  fhort 
time,  rewarded  their  pains  with  plentiful  crops  of 
grain,  pulfe,  and  cotton.     Some  memoirs  fay,  that 
vines  and  fugar-canes  were  planted  here  with  fome 
fuccefs. 

At  the  fame  time  that  Irak  fent  Melgarejo  into 
the  province  of  Guayra,  he  difpatched  Nuflo  de  Cha- 
yee,  with  two  hundred  and  twenty  foldiers,  and  three 

thoufand 
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thoufand  five  hundred  Indians,  to  make  fuch  ano- 
ther eilabiifhment  among  the  Xarayes.  Chaves, 
who  had  his  own  views,  found  no  fituation,  in  all 
the  countr)^,  convenient  enough  for  a  town ;  fo 
turned  to  the  Weft,  on  receiving  advice,  that,  by 
follov/ing  a  courfe  laid  down  to  him,  he  would  meet 
with  Guaranis  pretty  near  the  frontiers  of  Peru. 
One  of  the  firft  nations  he  found  on  his  road  was 
the  Chiquites,  who  obliged  him  to  meafure  his 
ftrength  with  them  ;  for  as  war  was  not  his  errand, 
and  he  was  befides,  defirous  of  preferving  all  the 
troops  he  had  brought  with  him,  he  at  firft,  turned 
out  of  their  way.  But  when  he  thought  he  had 
leaft  to  fear  from  thofe  brave  Indians,  who  had 
given  fo  much  uneafmefs  to  the  conquerors  of  Peru, 
he  found  them  before  him,  armed  with  pikes,  darts 
and  arrows,  defended  by  a  ftrong  pallifadoe  fur- 
rounded  with  ditches  and  trenches  -,  and  the  whole 
with  pointed  ftakes  of  a  very  hard  wood  driven  into 
the  earth. 

Chaves,  now  finding  that  the  Chiquites  were 
refolved  in  good  earneft  not  to  let  him  proceed  any 
further,  hefitated  no  longer  to  attack  them  j  and,  at 
laft,  obliged  them  to  give  way,  and  take  to  their 
heels,  though  not  without  the  lofs  of  a  good  ma!-ny 
men,  who  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  a  great  ma- ' 
ny  others,  who,  though  very  flightly  wounded  in 
appearance,  died  in  a  few  days  after,  the  Chiquites, 
it  feems,  having  made  ufe  of  poifoned  arrows  to 
defend  themfelves.  Upon  this,  the  furviving  Spa- 
niards infifted  on  Chaves's  executing  the  orders  he 
had  received  to  form  an  eftablifhment  among  the 
Chiquites.  This  was  a  fine  opportunity  to  fecure 
the  poflefTion  of  King's  Port ;  but  Chaves,  it  feems, 
was  refolved  not  to  return  back  to  Paraguay. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  received  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  Don  Domingo  Martinez  de  Irala,  who, 
having  made  an  excurfion   to  an  Indian  town   to 

haften 
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haflen  a  fall  of  wood  for  the  conftrudion  of  a  cha- 
pel, he  was  building  in  the  cathedral  of  the  Affiimp- 
tion,  was  feized  with  a  flow  fever,  which  obliged 
him  to  return  to  the  city,  and  carried  hini  off  in  a 
fhort  time.  He  had,  however,  time  enough  to 
prepare  for  his  appearance  before  God,  and  made 
the  proper  ufe  of  it.  The  bifliop  never  flirred 
from  him  during  thefe  precious  moments,  and 
he  expired  with  fentiments,  which  greatly  edi- 
fied the  ailiftants.  As  foon  as  he  faw  himfelf  near 
his  end,  he  named  Don  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza,  his 
fon-in-law,  lieutenant-general  and  commander  of 
the  province,  till  the  Emperor  fliould  name  ano- 
ther; and  this  choice  was  univerfally  approved. 
Mendoza  fcrupuloufly  followed  all  the  views  of 
his  father-in-law,  in  regard  to  the  making  of  new 
eflablifliments  ;  and,  as  he  had  none  fo  much  at 
heart,  as  that  Chaves  had  been  dired:ed  to  at- 
tempt among  the  Xarayes,  he  immediately  dif- 
patched  an  exprels  to  him  with  orders  to  execute 
what  had  been  already  prefcribed  to  him  on  that 
head. 

r.  The  melTcngers  found  him  on  the 
557  5  •  fpQ|-^  where  he  had  forced  the  intrench- 
ment  of  the  Chiquites.  But  he  had  advanced 
too  far  to  return,  though  not  without  maturely 
weighing  all  the  confequences  of  it.  Mofl  of  his 
men,  he  had  reafon  to  fear,  would  defert  him ;  and, 
in  fa6t,  one  hundred  and  forty  told  him  plainly, 
that,  if  he  was  refolved  not  to  return  to  the  Xarayes, 
they  could  follow  him  no  further.  To  this  he 
made  anfwer,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  force  any 
man.  Upon  this,  they  named  for  their  com- 
mander the  captain  Gonzales  Cafco,  and  fet  out 
for  the  Xarayes.  Chaves  with  about  fixty  men, 
who  remained  with  him,  continued  his  march 
to  the  plains  of  tht'Tmnaguao),  where  he  met  cap- 
tain Andrew  Manfo,  whom  the  marquis  de  Ca- 

nette 
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nette,  viceroy  of  Peru,  had  lent  with  a  flrong  de- 
tacxhment  to  make  an  eftabliiliment  there. 

Though  thefe  two  officers  met  in  a  country  ex- 
tenfive  enough  to  fatisfy  their  ambition,  they  could 
not  agree  j  fo  that,  to  terminate  the  differences  be- 
tv/een  them,  it  was,  at  laft,  found  requifite  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  royal  audience  of  la  Plata  *.     The 
prefident  of  this    fuperior    court  repaired  to  the 
field  of  contention,  and  afligned  to  each  his  dif- 
trivft.       Upon  this,    Chaves,  leaving  his  company 
under   the  orders  of  Fernand  de  Salazar  his  lieu- 
tenant, immediately  went   to  pay  his   refpeds  to 
the  viceroy  at  Lima,  and  gave  him  to  underfland, 
that  the  country  ceded  to  him  was  very  rich,  and 
would  admit  of  very  good   eflablifhments.     The 
marquis  de  Canette,  though  he  knew  Chaves  only 
by  name,  and  that  he  had  married  one  of  his  rela- 
tions t,  took   a  great   liking  to  him,  and  imme  ^ 
diately  named  his  fon,  Don  Garcias  de  Mendoza, 
f^Tovernor  of  all  this  country,    and  beflov/ed  the 
p.oft  of  king's  lieutenant  under  him  upon  Chaves, 
wL"*om  he  ordered  to  return  there  directly.     Chaves 
obey^ed,  and   began  the  exercife  of  his  charge  by 
founc^ing    in   this   nev/   province    a   town,    called 
Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain, 
and  on  Ae  banks  of  a  very  pretty  rivulet.     Sixty 
thoufand   Indians  of  the  neighbourhood    were  re- 
duced  without   fighting  ;    but,  as  mofl   of  them 
were  of  the    nation  called  Moxes,    who  were  not 
converted  in  iefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
after  this  period,  their  fubmiffion,  during  this  long 
interval,  was  little  better  than  apparent  ;    for  they 
never   wore  the  yoke  but  when   they  could  not 

fhake 

*  The  royal  audiences  are  fuperior  courts  immediately 
nnder  the  viceroy.  All  that  country,  to  which  we  give  the 
name  of  Paraguay,     is    fubjeft  to   that    of  the  city  of  la 

Plata. 

f  The  daughter  of  Don  Francis  de  Mendoza  beheaded 

at  the  Aflumption. 
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fhake  it  off.  This  town  has  been  fince  removed 
fifty  leagues  more  to  the  north  ;  and  it  is  very 
probable,  that  the  Moxes  fmce  that  time  entirely 
recovered  their  liberty. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Spaniards  who  had  fepa- 
rated  from  Chaves,  and  whom  all  the  Indians  had 
followed,  made  the  beft  of  their  way  back  to  the 
Xarayes  ;  and  from  thence,  as  foon  as  the  veflels 
they  had  left  with  them  were  refited,  to  the  Af- 
fiimption.  The  firll  thing  they  heard  on  their 
arrival  here  was,  that  the  lieutenant-general  was 
dead,  and  that  Don  Juan  de  Ortiz  de  Vergear,  who 
had  been  unanimoufly  eledled  to  fucceed  him 
had  been  publickly  declared  by  the  bifliop,  in  the 
name  of  his  majefty,  governor,  captain-general, 
and  chief  juflice  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  to  the  general  fatisfadion  of  all  the  in- 
habitants. 

The  year  following,  the  Guaranis  revolted, 
probably  with  a  view  of  being  able  to  fhake  off  a 
yoke,  the  weight  of  which  grew  from  day  to 
day  more  intolerable.  Several  of  them  had  ac- 
companied Nuflo  de  Chaves  in  the  expedition  we 
fpoke  of;  and,  having  feen  the  effeds  of  the 
poifonous  arrows  of  the  Chiquites,  had  brought 
home  a  great  quantity  of  them.  They  flattered 
themfelves,  it  is  probable,  that  with  fuch  arms 
they  might  foon  be  able  to  exterminate  part  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  oblige  the  reft  to  abandon  the 
country.  Be  that  as  it  will,  their  revolt  foon  be- 
came a  much  more  ferious  affair  than  it  was  at 
firfl  thought  to  be  -,  and  the  governor  had  occafion 
for  all  his  forces  to  fupprefs  it.  The  Guaranis 
had  the  advantages  in  the  lirfl  fkirmifhes,  and,  if 
the  poifon  of  their  arrows  had  not  loft  a  great 
deal  of  its  adivity,  might  poUibly  have  accom- 
plifhed  their  defign.  At  leaft,  the  Spaniards 
found  it  requifite  to  treat  them  with  great  gentlenefs 

»  thofe. 
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thofe,  who  firfl  difcovered  a  defire  of  peace,  for  fear 
the  whole  nation,  which  was  very  numerous,  fhould 
confpire  together  ;  and  fupply  with  defpair,  the 
place  of  poifon,  now  no  longer  of  any  fervice  to 
them.  This  method  had  the  defired  fuccefs ;  but 
the  Spaniards  never  benefited  by  the  leiTon,  which 
this,  and  even  another  affair  of  the  fame  kind,  offered 
them,  fo  far  as  to  alter  their  treatment  of  men,  they 
could  not  pofTibly  do  without,  and  whofe  affec- 
tion, it  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiflory^ 
they  might  have  eafily  gained. 
^  The   governor,    who   had   marched   in 

^     '    perfon  againfl  the  Guaranis  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Affumption,  was  fcarce  returned 
to  that  city,  when  an  Indian  came  to  require  of  him, 
in  the  name  of  Melgarejo,  fpeedy  fuccours  againft 
thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ciudad  Real,  who 
had  likewife  taken  up  arms.     The  Indian  added,, 
that  he  had  paft  through  the  thick  of  the  enemies, 
who  would   have  certainly   flopt,    and,    perhaps, 
killed  him,  had  he  not  bethought  himfelf  of  fpeak- 
ing  very  ill  of  the  Spaniards  to  all  thofe  he  was 
under  a  neceflity  of  converfmg  with.     The  gover- 
nor feeing  him  naked,  with  nothing  but  his  bow 
and  arrows  about  him,  afked  him,  what  proof  he 
could  give  of  his  commiiTion.     The  only  anfwer 
the  Indian  gave  to  this  queftion  was,  by  putting 
his  bow   to  the    governor's  hand,    and   defiring 
him  to  examine  it  well.     The  governor  turned  it 
every  way,  and  examined  it  on  all  fides,  as  did 
likewife  all  the  alTiflance,  but  without  difcovering 
any  thing  extraordinary  to  attradl  their  attention. 
The   Indian,    upon  this,  taking   it  back,  fhewed 
them  in  the  middle  of  its  bend,  and  on  the  in- 
fide,  a  little  flit  fo  well  clofed,  as   to  be  fcarce 
difcernable  ;  and    then    drew    out   a  note   from 
Melgarejo,  which  was  to  ferve  him  for  his  cre- 
dentials. 

The 
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The  general,  after  deliberating  on   the  means 
10  flifle  this  revolt,  gave   the  commiirion  to  Don 
Alphonfo  de  Riqueimi,  who  had  diitinguitbed  him- 
I'^IF  greatly  in   that  of  the  Guaranis  nearer  home. 
Riquelmi,  after  making  fome  difficulty  of  accept- 
ing this  commiliion,  on  account  of  fome  miiun- 
dcrflanding   bstv/een  him  and  Melgarejo,  fet  out 
with  feventy  Spaniards.     On  his  arrival,  he  found 
that  the   revolt    was   almoft    general   throughout 
the  whole  country,  and  that  Ciudad  Real  was  re- 
duced to  the  greateft  extremity,  being  invefted  by 
the  enemy  widi  a  flrong  barricade,  which  he  was 
obliged   to   force  -before   he    could  get    into   it. 
Though   the  governor  was  nbt  overjoyed   to  fee 
him,  and  betrayed  his  fentiments  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  received  him,  be  begged  him  to  make  a 
fally  on  the  /enemy,  excufing  himfelf  from  doing 
it  on  account  of  a  fluxion  in  his  eyes,  which,  he 
faid,  almoft  depiived 'him  of  his  fight 
^^  RiQjjELMi    confented  ;    and,  at  the 

.^  '  head  of  one  hundred  Spaniards,  and  a 
body  of  rlndkilS,  in  whom,  however,  he  placed  no 
great  confidence,  forced  the  barricades,  purfued  the 
Indians  to  their  neareft  tow^ns,  feized  fome  of  their 
chiefs,  whom  he  immediately  ordered  to  be  hang- 
ed ;  and,  continuing  his  m^arch,  fent  for  the  reft 
of  their  Caciqties,  who  came  in  on  the  firft  notice^ 
and  appli^^d  fox  Peace  in  the  raoft  fubmifTive  pof- 
ture.  He  did  -not  grant  it,  .however,  till  he  had 
taken  fecuxiiy  agai;ift  their  inconftancy.  This 
done,  he  embarked  his  troops  on  the  Parana  •, 
and  hearing  that  there  ftill  remained  in  the  heart 
of  the  country  a  great  number  of  Indians, 
who  had  vov/ed  the  deftrudion  of  Ciudad  Real, 
and  the  death  of  ail  the  Spaniards,  he  fet  out 
in  queft  of  them. 

After  traverfing  a  very  thick  wood,  he  dif- 
covered  a  body  of  : Indians  pretty   advantageoufly 
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pofled  in  a  grove  of  pines,  where  he  attacked 
them  with  fo  much  refolution,  that  they,  at  laft, 
fled  in  great  diforder  ;  but,  being  joined  by  great 
numbers  of  others  Indians,  they  faced  about,  and 
fuddenly  furrounded  Riquelmi  in  a  very  long  and 
very  narrow  valley.  Though  he  thoroughly  com- 
prehended the  greatnefs  of  his  danger,  inftead  of 
fufFering  himfelf  to  be  diflieartened  by  it,  he  put 
on  the  bolder  face  ;  and,  by  his  intrepid  appear- 
ance, difconcerted  the  enemy  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  permitted  him  to  recover  the  plain,  where 
a  great  number  of  Indians  were  encamped.  Thefe 
he  immediately  charged,  killed  a  vaft  number  of 
them,  took  a  great  many  of  thofe  who  had  efcaped 
prifoners,  and  among  them  many  chiefs,  who,  to 
obtain  their  lives,  told  him  they  had  been  forced  to 
take  up  arms  by  the  moft  powerful  Caciques  of 
their  nation,  and  by  thofe  who  had  been  given 
in  command  to  the  Spaniards,  and  were,  at  any 
rate,  for  fhaking  off  the  Spaniih  yoke.  Riquelmi, 
after  fpending  all  the  winter  following  in  re-eflia^ 
blilhing  tranquility  and  order  in  this  province,  re- 
turned to  the  AfTumption,  where  he  was  received, 
as  it  were,  in  triumph,  and  amidfl  the  acclamations 
of  all  the  inhabitants.    . 

The  governor,  who,  probably,  had  not  as  yet  re- 
ceived his  commiflions,  but  intended  to  fend  Mel- 
garejo  into  Spain  to  folicit  them,  and  give  the  Em- 
peror an  account  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  his  pro- 
vince, thought  he  could  not  trufl  Ciudal  Real,  and 
the  province  of  Guayra,  to  better  hands  than  thofe 
which  had  delivered  the  one  and  pacified  the  other. 
He,  thereforcjfent  for  Melgarejo,  for  whofe  reception 
he  had  ready  one  of  the  largefl  and  befl  built  vef- 
fels  that  had  been  as  yet  feen  in  Paraguay.  But 
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  jufl  as  the  crew  were 
on  the  point  of  going  on  board,  fhe  appeared  all 
in  a  blaze,  and  was  reduced  to  afhes,  in  fpite  of  all 
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tlie  efforts  of  the  inhabitants  to  fave  her.  A 
endeavours  to  dilcover  the  incendiary  proved 
equally  inefFedual  ;  but  he  was  fufpeded  to  be 
fbmebody,  who  bore  no  good-will  to  the  governor, 
and  grudged  hina  a  pofl,  of  which  he  thought  him- 
feif  more  worthy. 

^^       Upon  this,  fome  perfons  advifed  Ver- 
1500  -05  g^^^  ^^  apply  to  the  Viceroy  of  Peru  for 

commiflions  to  confirm  him  in  the  government  ; 
and,  though  he  could  not,  in  all  probability,  take 
any  flep  more  detrimental  to  himfelf  and  to  his  pro- 
vince, he  fo  much  relilTied  it,  that,  as  foon  as  he  had 
fuppreffed  a  new  revolt  among  the  Indians,  in  doing 
which  a  great  deal  of  blood  v^^'as  fpilt  on  both  fides, 
he  refolved  to  wait  on  the  Viceroy  in  perfon,  and 
fpared  no  expence  to  appear  to  advantage.  The 
comptroller,  Philip  de  Caceres  ;*  the  fador,  Peter 
de  Orantesi  the  captains  Peter  de  Segura  and  Chrif- 
topherde  Saavedra  ;  the  attorney- general,  Rui  Go- 
mez Maldonado  ;  and  a  great  many  other  gentle- 
men would  be  of  the  expedition.  Nay,  to  the  great 
furprize  of  moft  perfons,  the  bifhop  himfelf 
thought  proper  to  make  one  with  them,  attended 
by  fourteen  regular  or  fecular  priefls. 

Vergara  appointed  Don  Juan  de  Ortega  to 
command  at  the  AiTumption  during  his  abfence, 
and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  efcorted  by  three  thoufand 
Spaniards,  and  an  equal  number  of  Indians.  Nu- 
flo  de  Chaves,  who  was  now  returned  to  the  Af- 
fumption  for  his  wife  and  children,  fet  out  along 
with  him  ;  and,  on  his  arrival  among  the  Itatines, 
perfuaded  three  thoufand  of  them  to  follow  him, 
by  making  them  the  moft  magnificent  promifes. 
The  governor  had  no  fooner  entered  the  territory 
of  Santa  Cruz,  then  Cliaves,  feeing  his  hands  thus 
ftrengthened,  declared  to  him,  that  he  alone  had  a 

M  2  right 

*  Probably  the  fon  of   the   ancient  comptroller,  and  the 
fame  who  accompanied  Don  Alvarez  in  this  laft  voyage. 
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right  to  command  there  \  upon  which,  nobody 
knowing  who  to  obey,  the  greateft  confufion  and 
diforder  enfued,  and  was  foon  rollowed  by  a  great 
fcarcity  of  provifions,  vi  hich,  along  with  the  great 
fatigues  of  the  journey,  proved  fatal  to  numbers. 
The  Itatines,  eipecially,  lufFered  fo  feverely,  that 
they  thought  proper  to  flop  fhort,  and  build  a  town 
in  a  place,  where  the  lands  had  the  app(.^arance  of 
being  very  fertile,  within  thirty  leagues  of  Santa 
Cruz,  which  the  Spaniards  and  the  refl  of  the  In- 
dians made  great  marches  to  reach.  But  here  they 
found  the  fame  fcarcity,  they  had  experienced  on 
their  journey  ^  and  a  great  number  of  the  Indians 
belonging  to  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  pe- 
r idled  by  it.  At  the  fame  time,  the  natives  of  the 
country  rofe  up  in  arms,  and  the  contagion  fpread 
even  beyond  the  Guapay.  Upon  this,  Chaves 
marched  againll  the  rebels  with  fifty  Spaniards  ; 
but  not  till  he  had  given  orders  to  his  lieutenant, 
Fernand  de  Salazar  to  difarm  the  governor  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  and  all  thofe  who  accompanied  him, 
and  hinder  them  from  proceeding  to  Peru,  till  he 
was  returned  from  his  expedition.  But,  Vergara 
having  difpatchcd  a  courier  to  la  Plata  to  complain 
of  this  violence,  the  royal  audience  forbid  Salazar 
to  fhop  them  any  longer.  Vergara,  on  his  arrival 
at  this  capital  of  las  Charcas,  after  many  efcapes 
from  the  inveteracy  of  the  Indians,  who  were  ene- 
mies to  the  Spaniards,  and  fuffering  a  great 
deal  by  famine,  found  that  ftill  greater  mortifications 
av/aited  him  here. 

There  had  been  laid  before  the  royal  audience 
no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  ten  heads  bf  accufati- 
on  againfb  him,  fome  of  them  very  weighty  ;  par- 
ticularly, his  having  drawn  from  the  province,  and 
at  a  great  expence,  fo  many  Spaniards  and  Indians, 
of  which  great  numbers  had  perilTied  on  the  journey. 
This   fovereign   court,  however,  declared  to  him, 

that 
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that  they  did  not  intend  10  judge  of  all  theft- 
charges,  bu:  1  ^fei  red  him  to  the  licentiate,  Don 
Lop."  Garcia  de  Caftro,  g  wernor  and  captain-ge- 
neriil  of  Peru,  and  prefident  of  the  royal  audience 
of  Lima,  where  he  refided.  To  this  capital,  there- 
fore, Vergara  immediately  repaaed  ;  a  id,  on  his 
arrival  there,  was  ft:  ipt  of  ins  government,  and 
ordered  to  appear  before  the  royal  council  of  the 
Indies,  to  anfwer  all  the  charges  brought  againft 
him.  His  government  was  given  to  Don  Juan 
Ortiz  de  Zarate,  an  officer  v/ho  had  given  proofs 
of  his  merit  ;  but  on  co.  dition,  however,  that 
he  fhould  obtain  commiflions  diredly  from  the 
king. 

rr  The  year  following,  the  new  governor  of 
1500.    j^-Q  jg  j^  Plata  paft  over  from  Peru   into 

Spain,  after  naming  Philip  Caceres  his  lieutenant- 
general,  and  diftributing  to  him  and  liis  attendants 
every  thing  requifite  for  their  journey  to  the  Af- 
fumption.  Philip  11.  received  him  very  graci- 
oufly,  and  gave  him  the  ampieft  powers,  and  the 
wifeft  inft ructions,  for  the  advancement  of  the  co- 
lony, the  civilization  of  the  natives,  and  the  folid 
eftablifhment  of  the  chriftian  religion  in  thefe  vaft 
countries. 

rf^r^  The  bifhop,  the  lieutenant-general, 
1500-0-7  ^^^  ^^  remains  of  the  Spaniards  and  In- 
dians who  left  Paraguay  with  Vergara,  and  who,  it  is 
probable,  fet  out  much  fooner  on  their  return  home, 
took  their  road  through  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra, 
where  they  found  Chaves  returned  from  his  expedi- 
tion, and  were  very  well  received  by  him.  He  even 
efcorted  them,  for  fome  time,with  a  good  detachment ; 
but  he  had  his  views,  in  doing  them  this  politenefs, 
for  he  feduced  on  the  road  as  many  of  them  as 
he  pofiibly  could  ;  particularly,  a  very  able  miner, 
called  Munos.  On  their  arrival  in  the  country 
where  the  Itatines  had  ftopt,    they  learned,  that 
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thefe  Indians  bore  no  good-will  to  the  Spaniards, 
whofe  refentment,  befides,  they  dreaded,  becaufe 
they  had  feparated  from  them  without  their  con- 
fent.  Chavez,  therefore,  thought  it  m.oft  prudent  to 
turn  out  of  their  way  a  little,  either  to  avoid  giving 
them  any  occafion  of  jealoufy,  or  to  have  the  bet- 
ter opportunity  of  difcovering  their  real  intenr 
tions. 

Being  informed,  on  his  arrival  near  an  Indian 
town,  that  fever al  Caciques  were  afiembled  there, 
he  entered  it  on  horfeback,  with  twelve  fo4dTers 
only  ;  and  alighted  in  the  publick  place.  Several 
Indians  immediately  flocked  there,  feemingly  to 
welcome  him,  and  conduced  him  to  a  very  neat 
cabin,  where  they  invited  him  to  repofe  himfelf  a 
little.  As  he  was  greatly  fatigued,  he,  without 
further  ceremony,  threv/  himfelf  into  a  hammock, 
and  took  off  his  helmet  the  better  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  the  frefh  air,  and  fleep  more  at  his 
eafe.  But  he  had  fcarce  time  to  fettle  himfelf, 
when  a  cacique  came  behind  bim,  and  with 
a  violent  blow  ot  a  macana,  killed  him  upon 
the  fpot.  His  twelve  foldiers  were  all  maifacred  at 
the  fame  time,  except  a  trumpeter,  called  Alexan- 
der, who,  covered  with  w^ounds  as  he  was,  had  time 
enough  to  get  on  horfeback  again,  and  inform  Don 
Diego  de  Mendoza,  who  followed  with  the  refl:  of 
the  foldiers,  of  what  had  happened  ;  and  who,  with- 
out this  notice,  would  have  probably  fhared  the 
fame  fate. 

^0  Chavez,  before  his  feparation  from  the 
^•^  *  lieutenant-general,  had  promifed  to  wait 
for  him  at  an  appointed  place.  Caceres,  therefore, 
not  finding  him  thereat  his  arrival,  began  to  be  very 
uneafy  about  him,  when  fome  Indians  came  to  ad- 
vife  him  of  his  tragical  death.  Upon  this,  Ca- 
ceres pufhed  on  ;  and,  at  laft,  arrived,  without  any 
accident,  on  the  banks  of  the  Paraguay.     He  had 

fent 


OF     PARAGUAY.  167 

fent  before  him  fix  foldiers  to  weigh  up  the  barks 
and  canoes  he  had  funk  in  it,  in  order  to  return  0:1 
board  them  to  the  AfTumption  -,  but  fome  Paya- 
guas  and  other  Indians,  having  difcovered  them, 
fell  upon  them,  and  carried  them  into  flavery.  Ca- 
ceres  himfelf  arrived  foon  after  this  misfortune ; 
and  hearing  what  had  happened,  offered  to  redeem 
his  foldiers  ;  but  the  Payaguas  would  not,  at  firft, 
let  him  have  back  above  three  of  them  ;  and  thefe, 
too,  they  fold  him  very  dear.  Some  days  after,  how- 
ever, they  fent  him  the  reft,  but  infifted  on  a  ftill 
higher  ranfom,  and  even  obliged  him  to  advance. 

He  then  bent  his  march  towards  the  country  of 
the  Itatines  ;  and,  on  his  approach  to  their  prin- 
cipal town,  found  himfelf  fuddenly  inverted,  at  a 
time  his  foldiers  were  working  their  way  through  a 
very  bad  ftep.  The  attack  of  the  Itatines  was  both 
very  warm,  and  very  well  concerted.  The  Spa- 
niards, animated  by  their  bifhop  and  clergy,  who 
exhorted  them  to  put  all  their  confidence  in  the 
Almighty,  fought,  as  well  as  their  Indians,  with 
great  bravery  and  order,  notwithftanding  the  bad- 
nefs  of  their  fituation,  and  the  inveteracy  of  their 
enemies ;  and,  having  gained  a  little  ground,  and 
recovered  a  little  fpirits,  were  preparing  to  make 
their  beft  efforts,  when  all  on  a  fudden  the  Itatines 
appeared  as  if  feized  with  a  fudden  panic  ;  and,  the 
next  moment,  betook  themfelves  to  flight  in  a  moft 
precipitate  manner. 

This  was  not  the  only  rencounter  Caceres  had 
with  the  Itatines,  whofe  parties  feemed  to  relieve 
each  other  regularly,  in  order  to  harrafs  him,  and 
difabled  fome  of  his  men  in  every  fkirmifh.  At 
laft,  when  he  had  got  within  fifty  leagues  of  the 
Affumption,  he  no  longer  found  on  his  road  any  but 
allies,  vying  with  one  another  to  fupply  him  with 
provifions  and  refrefhments,  and  offer  him  all  the 
other  aififtance  in  their  power.     The  very  day  of 
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his  arrival  in  the  capital,  which  was  on  the  firll  of 
the  year  1569,  he  ailembled  the  council,  even  be- 
fore he  quitted  his  arms,  to  fhew  them  his  com  ^ 
miflion  as  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Province  -,  and 
was  received  as  fuch,  without  any  oppofiiion. 
^  The  fir  ft  orders  he  gave  were  to  finiui 

^  ^*  and  refit  the  brigantines  and  barks  in  the 
port,  that  they  might  be  ready  on  the  firft  notice  ; 
and,  the  beginning  of  the  year  following,  he  fet  out, 
on  board  them,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
for  the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  order  to  receive  the 
fuccours,  which  the  governor  had  promifed  to  fend 
him  with  all  convenient  fpeed.  But,  feeing  no  (hips 
arrive,  though  he  waited  there  for  fome  time,  and 
judging  his  prefence  more  requifite  at  the  capital, 
he  left  a  letter  of  advice  in  a  bottle  faftened  to  a 
great  crofs,  which  he  caufed  to  be  eredled  on  the 
banks  of  one  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Gabriel,  and  fet 
,out  on  his  return  to  the  AiTumption. 

He  had  fcarce  reached  it,  when  a  private  quar- 
rel, which  had  fome  time  fubfifled  between  him  and 
the  bifhop  of  Paraguay,  broke  out  in  an  open  rup- 
ture ;  and  the  whole  city  divided  into  two  parties, 
both  ready  to  proceed  to  the  laft  extremities.     But 
what  was  pretty  odd  in  this  affair,  feveral  clergymen 
fided  with  the  Lieutenant-General,  and  fome  of- 
licers  declared  for  the  bifhop.     Caceres  made  thofe 
who  oppofed  him,,  feel  all  the  weight  of  his  autho- 
rity ;  and  the  bifhop  excommunicated  him  with  the 
principal  minifters  of  his  violences.     Trouble  and 
confufion  now  univerfally  prevailed ;    and  things, 
at  lafc,  came  to  fuch  a  pafs,  1  hat  there  was  no  know- 
ing a  friend  from  an  enemy.     The  lieutenant-ge- 
neral having  been  one  day  advertifed,  that  a  relb- 
lution  had  been  taken  in  the  bifhop's  council  to  put 
him  under  arrefh,  he  immediately  laid  hands  upon 
all  thofe  he  mofh  fufpedtecj,  beginning  with  the  bi- 
iliop's  fleward,  Don  Alphonfo  de  Segovia  ;  and  then 

took 
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took  (hipping  to  return   to  the  ii'iands  of  St.  Ga- 
briel. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  place  where  he  had  left  his 
letter ;  he  detached  a  brigantine  to  examine,  if  any 
fhip  appeared  in  the  bay  ;  and,  being  informed  there 
did  not,  left  more  letters  in  feveral  places  and  em- 
barked again.     He  had  brought  with  him  the  bi- 
fiiop's  fleward ;  and  took  it  into  his  head  to  fend 
him  to  Tucuman  ;  but  thofe  he  ordered  to  con- 
dudl  him  there,  unable  to  penetrate  into  that  pro- 
vince, of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Paraguay  as  yet 
knew  very  little  befides  the  name,  brought   him 
back  again.     Caceres,  at  laft,  after  an  abfence  of 
four  months,  arrived  at  the  AiTumption,  where  he 
found  the  fire  of  dillention  at  a  greater  height,  than 
ever  ;    nor   did   his  prefence   extinguifh   it.     Be- 
ing gi/ing  to  underfland  that  his  life  was  in  danger, 
he  confined  all  thofe  whom  he  happened  to  fufpedl 
of  any  defigns  upon  it.     He  even  gave  orders  to 
ftrangle  in  pnfon,  a  gentleman  from  Seville,  cal- 
led Pedro  de  Efquivel,  and  fix  his  head  upon  the 
gallows  ;  then  publifhed,  by  found  of  trumpet,  or- 
ders not  to  hold  any  correfpondence  with   the  bi- 
fhop,  under  the   levereft  penalties  ;    and  being  in- 
formed that  his  king's  lieutenant,  Don  Martin  Sua- 
rez  de  Toledo,  had  feen  the  prelate  in  private,  he 
immediately  ftripped  him  of  all  his  employments. 
Upon  this,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
^'    '    city,  not  thinking   their  lives  and  liberties 
any  longer  in  fafety,  retired  to  the  country,  and 
the  bilhop  fhut  himfelf  up  in  the  houfe  of  the  fa- 
thers of  mercy,  where   he  was  not  long  permitted 
to  remain  quiet.     The  lieutenant-general  himfelf 
was  very  far  from  being  at  his  eafe.  His  fears  made 
him  flartle  at  every  fhadow,  and  he  never  appeared 
without  a  guard  of  fifty  foldiers,  which  he  befides 
often  changed.     The  bifhop,  at  lafl,  lofl  patience  ; 
and,  one  day,  as  the  lieutenant-general  was  enter- 
ing 
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'ng  the  cathedral  to  hear  mafs,  ordered  him  to  be 
feized,  and  imprifoned  under  a  llrong  guard ;  and 
even  bolted  and  chained.  His  confinement  lailed 
a  whole  year,  at  the  end  of  which,  the  bifhop  him- 
felf  conducted  him  to  Spain  ;  God  thus  permitting, 
that  he  fhould  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  in 
which,  his  father,  if  not  himfelf,  had  treated  the 
virtuous  Don  Alvarez  Nunez  de  Vera  Cabeca  de 
Vaca.  How  this  tranfad:ion  was  relifhed  at  court, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover.  But  it  is  cer- 
tain, neither  the  lieutenant-general,  nor  the  pre- 
late, ever  returned  to  Paraguay. 

As  foon  as  thefe  two  champions  were 
^'  '^'  embarked,  Don  Martin  Suarez  de  Tole- 
do took  upon  him  to  exercife,  not  only  without  the 
confent,  but  even  againft  the  will  of  the  council, 
the  functions  of  the  charge,  of  which  the  lieutenant- 
general  had  fo  lately  flripped  him.  Some  time  after, 
on  the  laft  day  of  September  1735,  Juan  de  Ga- 
ray,  a  Bifcayen  gentleman,  founded  the  city  of 
Santafe,  about  ten  leagues  higher  than  the  place, 
where  Rio  Salado^  coming  from  Tucuman,  falls 
into  Rio  de  la  Plata  ;  and,  fome  years  after,  another 
was  founded,  under  the  name  of  Xeres,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  twelve  degrees,  and  thirty  leagues  to  the 
eaft  of  the  Paraguay  ;  but  by  whom,  and  upon  what 
occafion,  is  not  mentioned. 

To  return  to  the  founder  of  Santafe,  after  he 
had  brought  his  town  to  fome  form,  he  refolved  to 
gain  fome  knowledge  of  the  neighbourhood,  ef- 
pecially  to  the  weft,  where  he  wifhed  to  be  able  to 
extend  his  diftri6t  beyond  the  river.  Having  cau- 
fed  a  bark  and  fome  pirogues  to  be  built  for  this 
purpofe,  he  embarked  on  board  them  with  fifty  fol- 
diers,  and  entered  Rio  Salado,  on  the  banks  of 
which  he  was  every  where  pretty  well  received  by 
the  Indians  he  met  with,  till  one  day  that  he  found 
himfelf  furrounded  by  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
gave  himjuft  caufe  to  fufped  their  fincerity.  He  had 
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fcarce  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  not  to  be  Turpi  ized 
by  them,  when  the  whole  country  appeared  in  a 
blaze.  Upon  this  he  in^mediately  diipatched  or- 
ders to  the  mailer  of  the  bark,  which  he  had  left 
behind,  probably  becaufe  fhe  drew  too  much  wa- 
ter, to  fend  one  of  his  men  to  the  round-top,  to  fee 
and  difcover  the  caufe  of  fo  fudden  and  general  a 
conflagration ;  and  the  melTenger  immediately  re- 
turned with  word,  that  the  country  was  quite  co- 
vered with  armed  Indians,  marching  towards  hira 
at  a  great  rate. 

He  immediately  drew  out  his  handful  of  men, 
and  exhorted  them  not  to  flinch  at  the  fight  of  this 
rabble,  which  v/oiild  not  ftand  the  difcharg?  of 
their  fire-arms.  The  next  moment,  a  foldier,  whom 
he  had  pofhed  on  an  eminence,  fent  to  inform  him 
that  he  faw  a  man,  on  horfe-back,  purfuing  a  body 
of  thefe  Indians  ;  and  he  himfelf  foon  difcovered  fix 
horfemen,  driving  the  fame  body  towards  him 
with  fuch  fury,  that  the  poor  wretches,  to  be  more 
at  liberty,  threw  away  their  bows  and  arrows,  cry- 
ing out,  to  his  great  furprize,  that  they  were  pur- 
fued  by  Spaniards,  Upon  this,  he  immediately  dif- 
patched  an  Indian,  who  was  greatly  attached  to  him, 
and  knew  the  country  well,  with  a  letter  to  the  Spa- 
niards, with  whom  he  foon  returned.  The  ac- 
count they  gave  of  themfelves  was,  that  they  were 
under  the  orders  of  Don  Jerom  Lewis  de  Cabrera, 
governor  of  Tucuman,  v/ho,  having  founded  a 
tov/n  in  this  province,  on  the  lafh  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1573,  by  the  name  of  New  Cordova,  had  fent 
them  to  reconnoitre  the  country ;  and  that  this  ex- 
pedition was  the  caufe  of  that  alarm,  which  he  had 
perceived  amongfl:  the  inhabitants  of  it. 

They  then  took  leave  of  him,  in  order  to  rejoin 
their  general ;  and  Garay  returned  to  Santafe.  The 
governor  of  Tucuman,  on  the  arrival  of  his  party, 
fent  Onufro  de  Aguilar,  to  declare  to  Garay,  that 
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Santafe  belonged  to  his  government,  and  to  fum- 
mon  him  to  acknowledge  him  for  his  governor 
and  captain-general.  Aguilar  executed  his  com- 
miflion  with  the  forms  required  by  law,  not  only 
in  regard  to  Garay  himfelf,  but  likewife  the  inha- 
bants  of  his  new  town.  To  this  fummons  they 
anfwered,  that  Santafe,  having  been  founded  by 
orders  of  him  who  commanded  at  the  AiTumption, 
and  of  the  council  of  the  province  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  it  was  before  them,  of  courfe,  that  the  go- 
vernor of  Tucuman  fhould  lay  his  pretenfion^.  In 
the  mean  time,  three  canoes  full  of  Indians  arrived 
at  Santafe,  and  delivered  Garay  a  letter,  from  the 
Auelantade  Don  John  Ortiz  de  Zarate,  dated  at 
Port  St.  Gabriel. 

In  this  letter,  Don  John,  who,  on  his  arrival  at 
the  mouth  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  had  been  informed 
of  the  foundation  of  Santafe,  appointed  Garay  his 
king's  lieutenant  ;  and,  in  quality  of  Adelantade, 
ciiief  jufhice  of  Santafe,  acquainting  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  was  in  great  want  of  provifions, 
and  a  reinforcement  of  men  to  awe  the  Charuas. 
who  prevented  his  fending  for  any  to  the  continent. 
He,  likewife,  enclofed  him  copies  of  his  own  commif- 
fions,  and  fome  royal  cedules,  which  contained 
little  more  than  a  confirmation  of  them.  Aguilar, 
who  had  not  as  yet  left  Santafe,  having  nothing  to 
reply  when  fh  iwed  thefe  commiiTions,  immediate- 
ly fet  out  for  Cordova. 

As  yet  we  have  had  no  occafion  to  fpeak  of  Tu- 
cuman, in  the  courfe  of  this  hiflory  ;  but  it  is  im- 
poiiible  to  proceed  any  further,  without  taking  no- 
tice of  the  tranfadtions  in  that  province,  and  even 
Chaco,  which  divides  it,  in  many  places,  from  what 
was  then  called  the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  hi- 
therto the  fole  object  of  our  attention.  To  prove 
this  neceflity  the  better,  and  render  more  intelligi- 
ble what  I  have  to  fay  of  thefe  two  provinces,  I 
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think  it  will  be  proper  to  begin  by  making  the  read- 
er well  acquainted  with  their  extent ;  their  fituati- 
on  ;  thci'  original  inliabitants  ;  in  what  manner  the 
Spaniards  fettled  in  the  iirfl ;  and  all  the  other  mofl 
remarkable  particulars  of  both. 

TucuMAN  is  bounded,  to  the  eafl,  by  Chaco, 
taken  in  the  extent  given  it  by  father  Locano,  a  je- 
fuit,  the  only  hiftorian,  who  has  given  us  an\  ac- 
count of  it ;  to  the  weft  by  the  province  of  O/Vc',  de- 
pendant upon  Chili,  and  by  the  mountains  of  Peru ; 
to  the  north  and  north-weft,  by  the  province  of  las 
Charcas  -,  to  the  north-eaft,  by  that  of  Santa  Cruz 
de  la  Sierra ;  and  is,  all,  contained  between  the 
twenty-third  and  twenty-fecond  degrees  of  fouth 
latitude.  There  is  one  thing  very  remark- 
able in  this  province,  and  diat  is,  the  nearer  you 
approach  the  tropic,  the  colder  it  is.  This  is  owing 
to  feveral  chains  of  mountains,  fome  of  them  ex- 
ceedingly high,  that  lie  near  its  northern  extremity. 
Its  figure  pretty  much  refembles  that  of  a  cone,  with 
Its  vertex  under  the  tropic.  The  bafe  may  mea- 
(iire  about  fixty  leagues  from  eaft  to  weft.  Its  name 
is  that  of  the  firft  nation,  met  by  thofe  who  entered 
it  on  the  fide  of  Peru. 

Most  of  the  northern  nations  live  in  marfh- 
es,  where  their  chief  food  confifts  of  fifti.  The 
fouthern  nations  are  perpetually  roving  from 
place  to  place  in  an  extenfive  country,  where  they 
fubfift  by  hunting  and  fowling.  It  is  reported, 
that  human  fl<:eletons  have  been  found  there  more 
than  twenty  feet  long ;  but  this  is  not  the  only  fa- 
ble, that  has  gained  credit,  concerning  thefe  remote 
quarters  of  South- America.  The  fame  ftature  has 
been  attributed  to  fome  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  known,  in  a 
great  many  relations,  by  the  Tiame  of  Fata- 
gonians.  We  ihall  find  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory, 
that  all  their  wonders  liave  been  advanced  with- 
out 
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out  almofl  any  foundation.  In  the  heart  of  Tut- 
cuman,  the  men  are,  in  general,  of  a  lower  ftature^ 
and  more  fbupid,  than  thofe,  whom  the  firft  adven- 
turers found  in  the  vallies  of  the  Cordilliere  of 
Peru,  and  equally  favage  and  indolent.  There  are 
fome  nations,  who  ufe  no  other  fhelter,  but  grot- 
toes they  make  themfelves  under  ground,  where 
the  day- light  very  feldom  penetrates.  Thofe  next 
to  Peru  and  the  province  of  las  Charcas,  are  not 
quite  fo  deilitute,  as  the  reft,  of  the  conveniencies 
of  life ;  they  live  in  towns.  Some  have  copper 
and  filver,  which  they  receive  from  the  province 
of  las  Charcas,  in  which  Potofi  is  fituated  ;  but 
they  feem  to  fet  very  little  value  upon  thefe  me- 
tals. 

There  are,  In  Tucuman,  fheep  about  the  fize 
of  a  fmail  camel,  but  very  ftrong  loined,  for  which 
reafon  they  make  ufe  of  them  for  carrying  bur- 
thens. Their  wool  is  fo  extremely  fine,  that,  when 
made  into  ftuffs,  it  can  fcarce  be  difcerned  from 
filk.  Lions  and  tygers  are  pretty  common  here. 
The  firft  are  fmall,  and  not  much  to  be  feared ; 
but  the  fecond  are  larger  and  fiercer  than  thofe  of 
any  other  country.  I  have  already  taken  notice  of 
the  fame  difference  between  thefe  two  fpecies  of 
animals,  in  fpeaking  of  the  countries  watered  by 
the  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  and  it  may  be 
laid  to  hold  good  of  all  this  part  of  the  continent  of 
South- America.  The  Indians  get  the  tygers  out 
of  the  woods,  by  fetting  fire  to  them ;  and  then  kill 
them,  in  great  numbers,  with  their  arrows,  at 
which  they  have  a  very  good  aim ;  but,  then  they 
muft  be  extremely  wary  and  nimble  to  hinder  the 
tygers  from  being  before  hand  with  them. 

The  principal  rivers  of  Tucuman  are  thofe  moft 
commonly  called  Rio  Salado^  and  Rio  Dolce.  Next 
to  thefe  the  moft  confiderable  is  Rio  Tercero^  which 
I  have   already  taken    notice  of      But,    though 
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the  two  firft  rivers  receive  feveral  fmall  ones,  it  is 
but  here  and  there  they  have,  in  the  dry  feafons, 
water  enough  to  carry  pirogues.  Both  have  their 
fources  in  the  mountains  of  Peru,  and  very  often 
change  their  names.  Rio  Salado  falls  into  Rio  de 
la  Plata ;  and  Rio  Dolce  lofes  itfelf  in  fome  lakes, 
called  Pavangos.  There  are  feveral  others,  which 
ileal  into  the  bofom  of  the  earth,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner they  iiTue  from  it.  Moft  of  them  even  run  fo 
fhort  a  way,  and  have  fo  little  water,  that  no  names 
have  been  given  them,  at  leaft  in  maps.  Almoft 
all  of  them  change  the  names  given  them  by  the  in- 
habitants, at  every  town  they  pafs  through.  The 
forefts  are  full  of  fprings,  and  at  almoft  every  ftep 
are  to  be  found  little  lakes  and  marfhes,  which 
never  dry.  So  much  water  muft  contribute  greatly 
to  refrefh  and  fertilize  the  land.  Accordingly, 
though  it  never  rains  in  Tucuman  during  fix 
months  of  the  year,  the  earth,  kept  moift  by  the 
inundations  naturally  produced  by  the  almoft  con- 
ftant  rains  during  the  other  fix  months,  yield,  with 
due  cultivation,  feveral  forts  of  grain,  pulfe  and  ef- 
culent  roots. 

Tucuman  was  pretty  well  inhabited,  when  the 
Spaniards  entered  Peru.  The  nations  neareft 
that  empire  had  fubmitted  to  the  Incas.  Others 
were  governed  by  Caciques,  who  acknowledged 
no  fuperior.  Thofe,  who  roved  about  from  place 
to  place,  were  feparated  into  families,  which  ac- 
knowledged no  mafters  but  their  feveral  heads. 
The  forefts  between  Rio  Dolce  and  Rio  Salado 
abound  with  honey  and  wax.  Cotton,  carouge, 
cochenil,  and  paftel,  are  to  be  met  with  in  many 
places.  The  carouge  lafts  the  whole  year,  and 
fome  nations  make  their  ordinary  food  of  it.  For- 
merly, the  principal  riches  of  this  country  confift- 
ed   in  cotton  clothes,    which  paiTed   current  for 
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money  among  the  inhabitants,  and  were  fent,  in 
great  quantities,  to  Potofi. 

They  iikewife  fed  great  quantities  of  large  and 
fmall  cattle.  The  Spaniards,  who  firfl  penetrated 
into  this  province,  had  turned  loofe,  into  the  plains 
and  defarts,  horfes  and  oxen,  which  they  had 
brought  with  them  from  Peru.  Thefe  animals 
multiplied  to  a  prodigious  degree  ;  fo  that  the  new 
mailers  of  the  country,  freed  from  the  care  of 
breeding  or  feeding  them,  and  having  nothing  to 
do  but  hunt  them  down,  lived  for  fome  time  pret- 
ty much  at  their  eafe.  But,  too  little  pleafed  with 
this  happy  mediocrity,  they  defpifed  it  to  look 
out  for  gold ;  and,  too  idle  to  fupply  the  place  of 
it  by  labour,  for  their  enquiries  produced  but 
very  little,  they  threw  the  whole  weight  of 
providing  for  their  fubfiflence  upon  the  poor  In- 
dians, and  thereby  made  of  them  irreconcilable 
enemies,  who  have  often  ravaged  not  only  their 
feparate  habitations,  but  even  their  towns  -,  fo  that 
Tucuman,  though  fo  near  Potofi  and  Peru,  is  one 
of  the  poorell  colonies  the  Spaniards  have  in  the 
new  world. 

The  weather  is  fo  exceflively  cold,  in  fome  parts 
of  Tucuman,  during  the  winter,  that  it  is  not  an 
uncommon  thing  to  find  animals,  that  have  perifh- 
ed  by  it.  Not  only  it  never  rains,  but  there 
feldom  appears  fo  much  as  a  cloud,  in  that  feafon. 
Spring  is  ufhered  in  by  fuch  heavy  fhowers,  that, 
in  towns,  the  ilreets  refembie  fo  many  rivers ; 
and,  in  the  open  country,  the  waters,  united  in  the 
bottoms,  form  very  large  lakes.  Thefe  fliowers 
are  accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightening,  and 
hail,  often  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg.  Summer,  too, 
has  its  inconveniences.  The  heat  then  produces 
Inch  prodigious  quantities  of  bugs,  that  the  in- 
habitants have  no  way  to  avoid  them  but  by 
lleeping  in  the  open  air  in  their  gardens.     Nor  is 
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that  alone  quite  fuflicient.  Yet,  the  air  of  Tu- 
cuman  is  faid  to  be  pretty  whoiiome.  Nuflo  de 
Chaves  feems  to  have  the  befl  title  to  the  honour 
of  having  difcovered  this  province,  thougii  fome 
Spaniards  had  crolled  it  as  far  as  the  Rio  ae 
Ja  Plata ;  for,  he  penetrated  more  than  once  into 
it,  and  gave  an  account  of  many  things  relating 
to  the  northern  parts  of  it  not  before  taken  no- 
tice of. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  Tucuman  was  not  fettled  till 
the  year  1542,  when  Vaca  de  Caflro,  viceroy  of 
Peru,  after  defeating  the  young  Almagro,  dif- 
tributed,  among  his  captains,  the  governments,  his 
vidlory  had  enabled  iiim  to  confer  ;  and  gratifying 
with  that  of  Tucuman,  thv-ugh  not  as  yet  con- 
quered, Don  Diego  de  Rr^as ;  who  had  diilin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  fidelity  and  valour  during 
the  civil  wars.  Rojas  entered  his  province  with 
three  hundred  men,  and  furveyed  part  of  it ;  but, 
after  meeting  with  a  pretty  good  reception  from 
feveral  nations,  was,  the  year  following,  wounded 
by  a  poifoned  arrow,  in  a  fkirmifh  with  fome 
others,  and  died  of  the  wound,  having  refufed  the 
afilflance  of  an  Indian  woman,  who  promifed  to 
cure  him.  * 

Upon  this,  Guttierez  whom  the  viceroy  of 
Peru  had  named  his  king's  lieutenant,  thought  to 
all  lime  the  command  of  the  army  ;  but,  as  he  had 
fome  mifunderftanding  with  Don  Diego  de  Rojas, 
the  officers,  and  even  the  foldiers,  refufed  to  obey 
him,  ond  chofe  Don  Francifco  de  Mendoza,  who 
had  accompanied  Guttierez,  as  his  friend,  for  their 
general.  Guttierez,  however,  infi fling  on  his  right, 
Mendoza  made  the  troops  confent  to  his  fharing 
the  command  with  him.  They  then  made  fome 
excurfions  together  ;  but  foon  began  to  quarrel. 
Upon  this,  Mendoza  put  Guttierez  under  arrefl, 
and  fent  him  with  fix  of  his  adherents,  under  a 
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guard  of  thirty  horfemen  to  Peru.  He  then  re- 
quired an  oath  of  fidelity  from  the  army.  This 
the  camp-mafler  Nicholas  de  Heredia  oppofed, 
as  Guttierez  had  not  as  yet  received  a  commillion 
from  tlie  viceroy  of  Peru ;  but,  being  the  only 
perfon  of  this  fentiment,  he  was  foon  obliged  to 
iwear  like  the  reft. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mendoza  did  nothing  but 
ramble  up  and  down  the  country,  and  made  no 
eftablifhment  in  any   place.     At   length,  the  pre- 
fident  de  la  Gafta,  in  1549,  appointed  Don  Juan 
Nunes  de  Prado  governor  of  Tucuman  ;  gave  him 
troops  to  keep  the  Indians  in  awe ;  and  families  to 
people  the  country ;  charged  .him  to  take,  along, 
with  him,  priefts  both  regular  and  fecular ;  and 
gave  him  inftrudions  in  the  fame  ftrain  with  thofe 
he  had  already  given  to  Don  Diego  Centeno,  for 
the.  province  of  Rio  de   la  Plata.      The  fathers 
Aiphonfo  Trueno,    and  Gafpar  de   Caravaia,   of 
the  order  of  the  Merci,    fet  out  with  him,   and 
were  the  fir  ft  to  pubiifti  the  gofpel  in  Tucuman. 
But  their   mifiion  would  have  been  much  more 
fuccefsful  had  Prado  lived  longer,  or  his  fuccef- 
fois  followed  the  inftrudions  he  had  received,  with 
equal  exadnefs. 

The  governor,  to  fecure  an  eafy  paflage  into 
his  province,  founded,  in  the  valley  of  Calchaqui, 
in  the  latitude  of  twenty-  four  degrees  and  thirty  mi- 
nutes,   a    town,    which   he  called   Saint  Michael. 
But  it  fubfifted  but  for  a  ftiort  time ;  for  we  are 
not  to  confound  it  with  another  town  of  the  fame 
name,  which  we  ftiall  hereafter  have  occafion  to 
mention.      From    the    valley   of  Calchaqui    the 
governor  entered   upon    the  plains,     and  caufed 
croiTes  to  be  ereded  in  fome  places,  and  conflii- 
tuted  them  fo  many  afylums,  which  wrought  in 
the  Indians  fo  great  a  refped  for  this  fign  of  our 
falvation,  that  they  planted  crofles,  like  them,  in  all 
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their  towns.  Some  time  after  this,  Don  Francis 
de  Vilagras,  who  was  marching,  at  the  head  of 
Tome  troops,  from  Peru  into  Chili,  having  taken 
his  Tjout  by  Tucuman,  encroached  upon  Prado's 
audiority,  pretending  that  this  province  depended 
upon  Chili.  Prado  took  up  arms  to  fupport  his 
ridit,  but  had  the  misfortune  to  be  beat  and  made 
prifoner.  Vilagras,  hov/ever,  fatisfied  with  having 
humbled  his  adverfary,  fet  him  free,  on  condition 
that  he  would  acknowledge  the  govei'nor  of  Chili 
for  his  fuperior. 

Prado  furvived  this  difgrace  but  a  fliort  time. 
Soon  after  his  death,  Don  Pedro  de  Valdivia, 
conqueror  and  governor  of  Chili,  fent  Don  Fran- 
cifco  d'Aguirre  to  Tucuman,  to  command  there  as 
his  lieutenant  general.  D'Aguirre  foon  became 
governor ;  founded,  in  1562,  the  town  of  Santiago, 
in  the  latitude  of  tv/enty-eight  degrees,  in  a  very 
hot  climate,  and  a  fandy  but  well  watered  fpot, 
on  the  banks  of  Rio  Dolce,  which  forms,  in  this 
place,  a  kind  of  lake  or  rather  pond,  from  whence 
the  town  has  obtained  the  name  of  Santiago  de 
VEflero.  Two  years  after  this,  according  to  the 
mod  common  opinion,  the  town  of  St.  Michael 
was  transferred  twenty  leagues  north-weft  of  San- 
tiago to  a  moll  delightful  fpot,  in  a  very  fertile 
country,  on  a  little  river,  that  falls  into  Rio  Dolce, 
pretty  near  the  higheil  mountain  of  the  frontier, 
called  ^lebrada  de  Calchaqui: 

In  1567,  Don  Diego  de  Heredia,  whom  father 
Locano,  in  his  defcription  of  Chaco,  ftigmatizes 
as  the  ufurper  of  the  government  of  Tucuman, 
built,  on  the  banks  of  Rio  Salado,  a  town,  which 
he  called  our  Lady  of  Palaver  a  of  Madrid^  but  which 
is  better  knov/n  under  the  name  of  Efteco^  being 
that  of  the  place  where  it  flood .;  for  now  it  no 
longer  fubfifls. 

N  2  Ln" 


i8o  THE     HISTORY 

In  1582,  the  licentiate,  Don  Hernando  de  Ler- 
ma,  governor  of  this  province,  founded,  in  the 
valley  of  Salta,  a  town  under  the  name  of  San 
Philippe  de  Lenna,  in  the  latitude  of  about  tv^enty- 
four  degrees  and  fifteen  minutes  ;  but  it  has  been 
almoft  always  known  by  the  name  of  Salta. 
This  town  is  charmingly  fituated  in  a  valley 
furrounded  with  mountains  at  a  pretty  good 
diftance,  from  whence  iffue  feveral  rivulets,  which 
render  it  extremely  fertile,  and  enable  it  to  feed 
catde  enough  for  its  own  confumption,  and  that 
of  the  neighbouring  provinces.  A  little  before 
this  period,  the  Spaniards  founded,  fifteen  leagues 
more  to  the  nonli,  another  town,  under  the  name 
of  San  Salvador  de  Jujuy^  which,  after  being  tv/ice 
deflroyed  by  the  Indians  of  Chaco,  was  rebuilt 
for  the  third  time,  in  1593.  Thefe  three  lafl 
towns  were  built  by  way  of  barrier  to  Tucuman, 
againfl  the  Indians  of  Chaco,  who  have  never 
ceafed  annoying  them,  and  have  feveral  times 
ruined  all  the  fmaller  fettlements  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood. 

It  appearing  equally  proper  to  fortify  this  pro- 
vince to  the  louth  in  the  year  1558,  Don  Juan 
Gomez  de  Zurita,  its  governor,  founded,  on  the 
road  from  Santiago  to  Chili,  a  fortrefs,  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  Canette,  and  which  was  fmce, 
w^hen  erecfted  into  a  city,  called  New  London^  in  ho- 
nour of  Mary  queen  of  England,  confort  of  Philip 
the  II.  king  of  Spain.  But  there  remains  nothing 
of  it  at  prefent. 

Cor  DUB  A  or  Cordova,  at  prefent  themofl  con- 
fidf  rable  place  in  Tucuman,  and  the  fee  of  the 
bifhop  of  that  province,  is  fituated  in  the  heart  of 
the  country,  almcft  mid-way  between  Santafe  and 
Saint  John  de  la  Frontera^  which  depends  upon  Chili. 
Corduba  has  no   river,  but  only  a  little  flream, 

which, 
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which,  after  a  very  fhort  courfe,  is  lofl  in  a  lake. 
It,  however,  fupplies  the  town  with  great  plenty  of 
fifh  ;  and  there  is,  befides,  abundance  of  other  game 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Corduba  has  all  ;he  ad- 
vantages a  great  town  can  wiih  for  j  fertile  ftelds, 
and  agreeable  hills  planted  by  the  Spaniards  with 
vines,  which  yield  a  great  deal  of  wine.  It  is,  in 
fhort,  as  it  were,  the  center  of  the  trade  and  com- 
munication between  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  and  the 
province  of  las  Charcas.  The  Jefuits  have  a  great 
college  here  j  an  univerfity  of  fome  reputation  ;  a 
novicefhip  ;  and  a  feminary  for  young  noblemen^ 
called  Montferrat.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  place 
in  this  province,  which  deferves  the  name  of  a  city, 
and  has  the  appearance  of  one. 

Father  Gaetan  Catenio, a  modeneze  Jefuit,  who 
fet  out  for  Paraguay  in  1728,  and  finifhed  his 
courfe  there  in  a  fhort  time,  defcribes  it,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  which  the  late  fignor  Muratori  annexed 
to  his  lafh  work,  intitled,  //  Cbrijiianejimo  felice  nelk 
Mijffioni  de  Padri  della  Compagnla  de  Jefu^  nel  Para- 
guay^ that  of  Rioja^  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  pre- 
fently,  and  where  the  Jefuits  have  a  college,  as 
compofed  of  feveral  hamlets,  feparated  by  fields 
covered  with  trees,  bufhes  and  briars  ;  fo  that,  on 
his  arrival  there,  he  was  pretty  much  furprized  to 
find  himfelf  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  and  pretty 
near  his  college,  at  a  time  he  thought  himfelf 
a  great  way  iFrom  it.  All  the  towns,  how- 
ever, are  not  equally  country-like.  Some  of  them 
are  furrounded  with  a  pallifade,  at  leaft;  though 
few  of  them  are  better  built.  In  this  refpedl,  how- 
ever, and  that  of  populoufnefs,  they  are  equal  to 
mofl  of  the  towns  of  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
the  capitals  excepted. 

Don  Juan  Gomez  Zurita  wasthefirflto  give 
a  regular  form  to  this  province.  He  made  war 
fuccefsfully  againil  the  Indians,  and  fpread  fo  far 
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the  terror  of  the  Spanifh  arms,  that,  on  taking,  in 
1558,  the  numbers  of  thofe  whom  he  had  fubjeded 
by  force  or  by  fair  means,  he  found  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Santiago  alone,  no  lefs  than  eighty  thou- 
fand,  who  paid  tribute  to  his  catholic  majefly.    But 
Zurita,  notwithflanding  this  fucceis,  incurred  the 
difpleafure  of  the  governor  of  Chiii,  v/ho,  in  1561, 
fent  Don   Gregorio  Caflanenda  there  to  command 
in  his  ilead.     Zurita  refufed  to  give  up  h'ls  pofh  ; 
but  he  defended  it  ill,  was  defeated,  and  fent  pri- 
foner  to  Peru„    The  province,  hov/ever,  did   not 
thrive  the   better  for  this    revolution,    efpecially 
after   Caflanenda  demolifhed    the     town,    called 
New  London.     In  1563,  therefore,  it  was  found 
neceflary    to    fend    back    there    Don    Francifco 
d'Aguirre,  who  fucceeded  pretty  well  in   putting 
things  upon  the  old  footing.     But  he  was  not  al- 
lowed time  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labours  ;  for 
he  was  foon  after  called  back  to  Peru,  when  Tu- 
cuman,  it  feems,  was  declared  immediately  fubjedl 
to  the  viceroys  of  Peru,  and  within  the  jurifdidlion 
pf  the  royal  audience  of  las  Charcas. 

TucuMAN,  as  I  have  already  faid,  is  feparated 
from  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  which  for 
many  years  made  but  one  province,  by  the  country 
called  Chaco,  v/liich,  though  not  as  yet  reduced^ 
is  fo  conneded  with  the  object  of  this  hi  (lory, 
that  I  cannot  but  give  fome  account  of  it„  I 
have  already  obferved,  that  Father  Locano  gives 
this  province  an  extent,  which  confines,  on  the 
Weft,  thofe  of  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata  to  the 
great  river  known  by  thefe  two  names  -,  but  this, 
however,  without  pretending  to  abridge  the  rights 
of  thefe  two  provinces,  or  of  Tucuman,  and  las 
Charcas,  on  the  fide  of  which  he  does  not  pretend 
to  ailign  it  any  bounds.  Indeed  the  governors 
themfelves  of  Tucuman  and  las  Charcas  cannot 
^flign  it  any,  on  account  of  the  perpetual  ne- 
•  ceflity 
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ceflity  they  are  under  of  reprefling  the  hoftilities 
of .  the  inhabitants  of  Chaco. 

Be   that  as  it  will,  I  fhall  now  communicate  to 
the  reader,  what  the  hiflorian,  whom  I  have   juft 
cited,  tells  us  of  this  extenfive  country.  The  name 
of  Chaco  feems  to  be  of  a  new  date  ;  for  there  is  no 
mention  made  of  it  by  this  name  in  the  life  of  St. 
Solano,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  who  publiiTied 
the  golpel  in  every  part  of  this  country.     But  in  the 
Quitch^ane  language,    which  is  the  original  lan- 
guage of  Peru,  they  call  Chacu^  thofe  great  flocks  of 
deer,   goats  and  fuch  other   wild  animals,  which 
the    inhabitants  of  this  part   of    America   drive 
together  v/hen  they  hunt  them  ;  and  this  name 
was  given  to  the   country  we  fpeak  of,  becaufe, 
at  the  time  Francis  Pizarro  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  a  great  part  of  the  Peruvian  empire,  a  great 
number  of  its  inhabitants  took  refuge  there.     Of 
Chacu^   which  the  Spaniards  pronounce  Chacou, 
cuflom  has  made  Chaco.     It  appears,  that,  at  firfl, 
they  comprehended  nothing  under  this  name  but 
the  country  lying  between  the  mountains  of  the 
Cordilliere,  the  Pilco  Mayo,  and  the  Red  River  ; 
and  that  they  extended  it,  in  procefs  of  time,  in 
proportion  as  other  nations  joined  the  Peruvians, 
who  had  taken  refuge  there  to  defend  their  liber- 
ties againfl  the  Spaniards. 

All  thofe,  who  fpeak  of  Chaco,  agree  in  re- 
prefentmg  it  as  one  of  the  fineft  countries  in  the 
world  i  but  this  is  exadly  true  in  regard  to  that 
diflridl  alone,  which  the  Peruvians  firll  occupied. 
A  chain  of  mountains,  which  begins  within  fight  of 
Corduba,  and,  after  a  turn  from  South  to  North, 
extends  to  the  new  town  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra, 
forms,  on  that  fide,  fo  ftrong  a  barrier,  elpecially 
in  what  they  call  the  Cordilliere  of  the  Chirignanes^ 
as  to  render  it  inacceffible  in  all  thefe  places.  Se- 
veral of  thefe  mountains  are  fo  very  high,  that  the 
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vapours  of  the  earth  never  reach  their  fummits  ;  but 
the  winds  here  are  fo  impetuous,  that  they  often 
carry  off  the  travellers  from  their  horfes.  The  fight 
of  the  precipices,  by  which  they  are  feparated, 
v/ould  alone  be  fufficient  to  turn  the  brain  of  the 
moll  refolute  traveller,  if  the  thick  clouds  hanging 
on  their  fides  did  not  intercept  the  profpedl. 

We  can  fcarce  doubt,  that  thefe  mountains, 
which  are  one  of  the  branches  of  the  great  Cordil- 
liere,  contain  feveral  mines.  Nay  fome  have  been 
lately  diicovered ;  but  we  are  not  told  what  they 
contain.  It  is,  hov/ever,  a  conflant  tradition  in 
Peru,  that  the  Cbicas  and  the  O.ejone^,  who  for- 
merly inhabited  thefe  very  mountains  and  of 
whom  feveral  took  refuge  in  Chaco,  and  in 
the  ifland  in  the  middle  of  the  lake  of  the 
Xarayes,  as  I  have  already  faid,  ufed  to  bring  bo.h 
gold  and  filver  to  Cufco,  the  capital  of  Peru,  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards  in  that  empire. 
There,  likewife,  ilTue  from  thefe  mountains  fome 
rivers,  whofe  waters  are,  in  general,  very  wholefome, 
and  contribute  greatly  to  fertilize  the  province; 
not  to  fpeak  of  thofe,  which  flow  northwards  j 
as  for  example,  the  Guapay  and  the  Pirapiti^  which 
fall  into  the  Mamore^  and  v/ith  the  Mamore,  as  I 
have  before  taken  notice,  into  the  Manon.  The 
mofl  confiderabie  of  thofe,  which  traverfe  Chaco> 
are  the  Pilco  Mayo^  Rio  Solado^  and  Rio  Vermejo. 

The  Pilco  Mayo  is  the  largeft  river  of  Chaco, 
and,  would,  alone,  be  fufficient  to  enrich  this  pro- 
vince, if  it  was  navigable  at  all  feafons ;  but,  in 
fome  places,  it  has  too  little  water  ;  and  too  much, 
in  fome  others.  It  ilTues  from  the  mountains,  which 
feparate  Potofi  from  Peru  ;  and  it  is  affirmed,  that 
a  little  river  called  Tarapaya^  which  after  watering 
Potofi,  falls  into  the  Pilco  Mayo,  pretty  near  its 
fource,  carries  into  it  a  confiderabie  quantity  of 
filver,  which  it  is  impoflible  to  fave,  becaufe  it  finks 

into 
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into  the  mud.  Some  miners,  it  is  (aid,  have  calcu- 
lated, that  the  lilver  thus  loft  in  the  fifty-fiX 
years,  from  the  year  1545,  to  1601,  amounted  to 
no  leis  than  forty  millions.  It  is  added,  that  there 
pades  fo  much  quickfilver,  by  the  fame  channel, 
into  the  Pilco  Mayo,  that  for  ieveral  leagues  toge- 
ther no  fiih  can  live  in  it.  The  Pilco  Mayo,  on  its 
leaving  the  Plains  of  Munfo^  which  it  traverfes,  di- 
vides into  two  branches,  navigable  for  pretty  large 
boats.  The  moft  northerly  of  thefe  branches  is  al- 
moft  fait,  and  a  great  deal  of  fak-petre  is  found  on 
its  banks.  There  is  no  fifh  found  in  die  Pilco 
Mayo,  till  it  has  reached  Chaco ;  v/hen  it,  likcwife, 
begins  to  abound  with  alligators. 

The  two  branches  of  this  river  fall  into  the  Pa- 
raguay ;  one  of  them,  a  little  above  the  Paraguay's 
confluence  with  the  Parana  ;  and  tlie  other,  a  little 
above  the  AfTumption-,  which  by  that  means  comes 
to  be  in  an  illand,  whofe  main  breadth  is  five  leagues  ; 
and  length,  fourfcore.  This  ifland  is  pretty  low, 
and,  confequently  very  marfhy,  to  a  certain  dif- 
tance  from  the  feparation  of  the  two  branches.  In 
the  rainy  feafon  the  two  branches  are  confounded  ; 
for  they  then  fwell  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  meet 
not  only  each  other,  but  even  Rio  Vermejo.  In  the 
trad  of  land  fubjedt  to  thefe  inundations,  there  are 
feveral  lakes,  which  never  dry  up.  GarcilalTo  de 
la  Vega  tells  us,  that  the  name  of  Pilco  Mayo,  or 
Pilco  Mayii^  fignifies,  in  the  Quitchoane  language, 
River  of  Sparrows  -,  and  that  the  Araguay^  the  moft 
northerly  of  its  two  branches,  fignifies,  in  the  Gua- 
rani  language,  River  of  underjianding^  becaufe  it 
requires  a  great  deal  of  precaution  in  thofe  who 
navigate  it,  not  to  lofe  the  main  ftream,  and  get 
into  the  lake,  which  communicates  v/ith  it,  and 
forms  a  kind  of  labyrinth,  from  v/hich  they  would 
nnd  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  extricate  themlelves. 

Rio 
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Rio  Salado  enters  Chaco  under  the  name  of 
River  of  pajjage  ;  and  is,  on  its  entrance,  fo  rapid, 
as  to  render  the  navigation  of  it  very  dangerous. 
On  its  arrival  at  the  place,  where  the  town  of  Efleco 
formerly  flood,  it  changes  its  firfl  name  into  that 
of  Rio  de  Valhiiena  ^  and  from  its  fource  to  this 
place,  which  is  about  forty  leagues,  its  waters  are 
tinged  of  a  blood  colour,  which  difappears  by  de- 
grees, as  it  receives  the  waters  of  other  rivers.  This 
colour  is  attributed  to  the  foil  of  the  valley  of  Cal- 
chaqui,  into  which  this  river  flows  from  its  fpring. 
It  is  not  called  fait  river,  till  its  arrival  in  the  lati- 
tude of  Santiago  :  but  authors  alTign  no  reafons 
for  giving  it  this  name.  In  fine,  it  takes  a  turn  to 
the  Eafl,  before  it  falls  into  Rio  de  la  Plata  ;  and 
joining  a  little  river,  called  SahdiUo,  forms  an  ifland 
pretty  much  in  the  fhape  of  a  bow,  of  which  Rio 
de  la  Plata  is  the  firing.  This  bow  is  called  Rio  de 
Coronda. 

Rio  Ver  ME  JO  crofTes  Chaco  from  North-Eafl  to 
South-Weft  ;  and,  as  well  as  Rio  Salado,  very  often 
changes  its  name.  I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover 
why  it  is  called  Rio  Vermejo ;  a  name,  to  which 
Rio  Solado  feems  to  have  a  better  title.  Rio  Ver- 
mejo falls  into  Rio  de  la  Plata  under  the  name  of 
Rio  Grande.  Its  ftream  is  fo  gentle,  that  one  may, 
in  a  manner,  as  eafily  afcend,  as  defcend,  it ;  efpeci- 
ally  with  the  fmall  fouthern  breezes,  which  begin  to 
blow  here  every  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  refrefh 
the  air  greatly.  Irs  waters,  befides  being  fuliof  fifh, 
are  deemed  very  falutary.  They  are  fovereign,  it  is 
aflured,  againft  the  gravel,  the  ftone,  all  urinary 
complaints,  thechoiic,  the  gout,  the  dropfy,  and  in- 
digeftions.  Moft  of  thefe  virtues  are  faid  to  be  owing 
to  an  herb,  very  common  on  its  banks,  called  by  the 
Spaniard^  I^erva  de  Urina.  It  is,  moreover,  affirm- 
ed^ that  thofe,  v/ho  make  their  conflant  drink  of 

them, 
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them,  live  to  extreme  old  age,  without  ficknefs  or 
wrinkles. 

We  miifl,  probably,  make  fome  allowance  for 
theie  commendations ;  but  it  is  a  conftant  tradition 
among  the  Spaniards,  that,  of  ail  the  foldiers  who 
were  employed  under  Don  Martin  Ledefma 
Valderanna,  governor  of  Tucuman,  from  1628 
to  1635,  in  building  the  town  oi  Santiago  de  Gua- 
dalcazar^  not  one  died,  or  was  even  indifpofed; 
though  the  turning  up  of  the  earth  was  alone  fuffi- 
cient  to  caufe  a  ficknefs  among  them.  It  is,  befides, 
faid,  that  Don  Eftevan  de  Urizar,  who,  in.  17 10 
and  1 7 1 1 ,  entered  Chaco  with  fome  troops,  as  vve 
ihall  fee  hereafter,  and  there,  for  a  long  time, 
marched  along  the  banks  of  the  red  river,  which  ^t 
that  fide  of  the  country  is  called  Rio  Grande^  had  no 
fooner  made  ufe  of  its  waters,  though  he  arrived 
there  in  a  very  bad  ftate  of  health,  than  he  got  the 
better  of  all  his  complaints ;  and  felt  no  return  of 
them  during  the  two  campaigns  he  made  there, 
though  he  never  fpared  himfelf  in  the  leait.  It  is 
in  a  lake  formed  by  this  river,  under  the  name  of 
Rio  Grande^  that  the  pearls  were  found,  which  I 
mentioned  in  the  fir  ft  book  of  this  hiftory. 

Most  of  the  other  rivers  of  Chaco  are,  iikewife, 
remarkable  on  one  account  or  another.  There  is 
one,  for  inftance,  whofe  waters  are  green  ;  and  it 
is,  accordingly,  called  Rio  Verde.  It  is  impolTibie 
to  tell  whence  they  derive  this  colour,  which  does 
not  hinder  them  from  being  very  wholfome  and 
even  palatable.  This  river  falls  into  the  Paraguay, 
about  fixty  leagues  above  the  AlTumption.  The 
Spaniards  had  built  on  its  banks  a  town,  called 
Nueva  Rioja  j  but  it  fubfifled  a  very  fhort  time. 
Another  river  of  Chaco,  called  Guayrii^  which  def- 
cends  from  the  Chiriguan  Cordilliere,  and  has  its 
courfe  between  the  Pilco  Mayo  and  Rio  Vermejo, 
though  I  cannot  find  it  in  the  maps,  has  its  waters 
very  fait.     Some  of  the  Chaco  rivers  lofe  themfelves 
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in  the  bofom  of  the  earth,  like  thofe  ^of  Tucuman, 
which  I  have  already  mentioned. 

There  ilTues  Co  great  a  number  of  them  from 
the  Cordilliere,  that,  on  the  thawing  of  the  fnow 
with  which  thefe  mountains  are  covered,  and  tlie 
falling  of  the  heavy  rains,  both  which  happen  at 
one  feafon,  they  overflow  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
make  pa  it  of  Chaco  look  like  a  vaft  fea,  which 
is  fucceeded  by  a  great  number  of  lakes,  that  never 
dry  up,  and  are  well  ftocked  with  fifh.  Thefe  in- 
undations are  fb  cor'^.derable,  eipecially  near  the 
mouths  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Paraguay 
and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  often  fo  fijdden,  that  the 
inhabitants  are  obliged  to  take  to  their  pirogues,  or 
climb  up  trees,  and  remain  there  till  the  waters 
fall,  or  they  can  find  ibmxe  other  m.ethod  of  providing 
for  their  fafety.^ 

But  thefe  inconveniencies  are  fufficiently  com- 
penfateo  by  the  advantages  Mowing  from  the  fame 
fource  ;  for  the  waters  are  fcarce  retired,  when  the 
plains  they  covered  appear  like  fo  many  grand 
parterres,  which,  viewed  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  form  a  profpedl,  that  nothing,  perhaps, 
in  nature  can  compare  with.  What  would  it  be 
then,  if  this  fine  country  was  inhabited  by  indus- 
trious people,  well  fkilled  in  the  methods  of  cor- 
re(5ling  the  difadvantages  it  labours  under,  and 
making  the  mod  of  the  advantages  providence  has 
beftowed  upon  it  ?  The  prefent  inhabitants  of  Cha- 
co think  they  have  done  enough,  when,  after  the 
inundations  we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  they  ftir  the 
earth  a  little.  No  doubt,  even  without  this  flight 
labour,  it  furnifhes  them  with  refources  for  their 
fubfiflence.  The  befb  fruits  grow  here  in  abun 
dance  -,  and  filTiing  and  hunting  would,  alone,  be 
fufficient  to  fupport  great  numbers. 

Part  of  this  province  is  overgrown  with  vafl 
forefls,  in  fome  of  which  there  is  no  water  to  be 

found. 


OF    PARAGUAY.  189 

found,  but  in  the  hollows  of  the  trees,  which  forni, 
as  it  were,  fo  many  refervoirs  of  a  very  tranipircnt 
and  potable  water.  Naturally,  the  heats  here 
ihould  be  excellively  intenfe  ;  efpecially  as  the  air 
is,  in  itfelf,  both  warm  and  dry  ;  but  a  fouth  wind, 
which  blows  regularly  every  day,  tempers  them 
greatly.  In  the  fouthern  diftrict,  the  weather  is 
fometimes  very  cold  and  nipping.  Trees  of  the 
fame  kind  with  thofe  of  Europe  are  pretty  fcarce 
here  •,  but  there  are  others  no  way  inferior  to  the 
befh  we  can  boafh  of 

On  the  banks  of  a  little  river,  called  Sinta^ 
there  are  cedars  furpalTing,  in  height,  the  tallefl  we 
know  of;  and,  near  the  ancient  city  of  Gualdalcazar, 
v/hici'.  fubhfted  but  a  fhort  time,  there  are  whole 
forefts  of  them,  whofe  trunks  meafure  above  three 
fathoms,  in  circumference.  The  §^inaquina  is  very 
common  here.  It  is  a  large  tree,  whofe  wood  is 
red,  fweet-fcented,  and  yields  an  odoriferous  rofm. 
The  fruit  is  a  bean,  larger  than  thofe  of  other  trees 
of  the  fame  fpecies,  very  hard,  and  medicinal. 
There  are  whole  forefts  of  palm-trees,  from  eight 
to  twelve  leagues  in  extent.  Thofe,  which  grow 
on  the  Pilco  Mayo,  are  as  tall  as  the  talleft  cedars. 
The  pith  or  heart  of  this  tree,  drefTed  with  mar- 
row, eats  very  well.  The  Rival  is  a  tree 
armed  all  over  with  pretty  large  and  very  hard 
thorns.  The  leaves  of  it  chewed  are  deemed  fo- 
vereign  in  all  complaints  of  the  eyes.  Its  fruit  is 
fweet  and  agreeable.  There  are  two  fpecies  of 
Gayoc.  The  moft  efteemed  is  that  called  by  the 
Spaniards  Palo  Santo. 

The  number  of  fimples  found  in  Chaco  is,  in 
a  manner,  infinite ;  and  father  Locano  fcruples 
not  to  affirm,  that  fpecifics  have  been  difcovered 
among  them  for  every  diforder.  Perhaps,  we  might, 
without  any  exaggeration,  fay  the  fame  thing  of  all 
the  inhabited  and  habitable  countries  of  the  globe ; 

for. 
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for,  furely,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  believing, 
that  the  author  of  nature  has  granted  every  cli- 
mate the  fimple  and  natural  remedies,  which  it 
flands  in  need  of  Don't  we  every  where  fee  ani- 
mals, conduced  by  mere  inflind:,  have  recourfe  to 
them,  in  their  wants,  and  ufe  them  with  more  fuc- 
cefs,  than  man  himfelf  ?  And  it  is  the  fame  thing 
with  the  Indians ;  as  if  this  inftindt,  by  which 
brutes  are  fo  well  governed  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  came  to  the  aHiilance  of  men  deftitute  of 
the  refources  of  art ;  or,  as  if  neceflity  rendered 
them  more  attentive  to  fludy  nature,  upon  which 
art  fhould  ground  all  its  rules  and  principles.  In 
fhort,  they  make  in  Chaco,  not  only  bread,  but 
very  good  liquors,  with  feveral  kinds  of  grain  and 
other  vegetable  productions.  But  the  Indians  of- 
ten abufe  this  blelTing,  by  making  their  liquors  too 
llrong,  and  ufmg  it  too  freely,  fo  as  to  fall  into  all 
the  excelfes,  with  which  drunkennefs  is  generally 
attended. 

The  fur  of  the  lions  of  this  country  is  red  and 
very  long.  Thefe  animals  are  fo  very  gentle,  or 
rather  cowardly,  that  they  fly  at  the  barking  of  a 
dog,  and  fufler  themfelves  to  be  taken,  when  they 
have  not  time  to  get  into  a  tree.  As  to  the  tygers, 
befides  the  advantage  of  making  the  water  as  well 
as  the  earth  contribute  to  their  fubfiftence,  they 
are  as  large,  and  at  leafl  as  fierce,  as  thofe  of  Tu- 
cuman,  but  they  lofe  all  their  flrength  on  being 
wounded  in  the  region  of  the  loins.  There  are,  in 
this  province,  fix  kinds  of  geefe;  all  manner  of 
tame  fowl  fit  for  the  table ;  black  and  red  goats  as 
in  Tucuman,  and  fome  white  goats  on  the  banks  of 
the  Pilco-Mayo ;  boars  of  two  colours,  grey  and 
black,  befides  hares,  deer,  ofbriches,  and  water- 
wolves,  the  fame  as  in  the  adjacent  provinces. 

Wh  AT  the  Spaniards  call  the  great  beaft,  is  the 
Anta  or  Danta^  of  v/hich  I  have  already  faid  fome- 

thing  \ 


OF     PARAGUAY,  191 

thing ;  for,  by  father  Locano's  account  of  it,  that  of 
Chaco  differs  a  little  from  that  of  which  I  have  al- 
ready given  a  defer iption,  from  father  Montoya. 
This  animal,  father  Locano  tells  us,  has  the  head 
of  a  horfe ;  the  ears  of  a  mule ;  and  on  his  fnout,  a 
trump,  which  he  ftretches  out  when  threatened  ;  the 
lips  of  a  calf ;    fharp  teeth  ;   a  fliort  tail ;  and  llen- 
der  feet ;    the  fore  ones  cloven  in  two,  the  hinder 
ones  in  three  ;    two  flomachs,  one  of  which  ferves 
him  for  a  ftore-houfe,  where  are  fometimes  found 
pieces  of  rotten  wood  ;  and  Bezoar  ftones,  deemed 
the  befh  of  any  that  come  from  America.   His  fkin, 
which  is  covered  with  long  brown  hair,  when  har- 
dened in  the  fun,  and  then  drelTed  into  bufF,  is 
impenetrable,  even  by  muflvet-balls.  As  to  his  flefh, 
it  differs  in  nothing  from  beef.     The  hoof  of  the 
left  fore  foot  has  the  fame  virtue  with  that  attribu- 
ted to  the  elke  or  original  of  Canada  ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, he  makes  the  fame  ufe  of  it  in  the  fits  of  the 
epilepfy,  or  fome  other  fuch  diforder,  to  which  he 
is  fubjed.     We  are  alTured,  in  fine,  that  when  he 
finds  himfelf  overflocked  with  blood,  he.  opens  one 
of  his  veins  with  the  point  of  a  reed  ;    and  that  it  is 
from  him  the  Indians  have  learned  the  ufe  of  the 
fame  operation. 

The  Giianaco^  or  Huanaco^  known  in  England, 
whither  two  of  them  were  brought  from  Buenos 
Ayres  in  the  year  1723,  by  the  name  of  IVanotra^ 
which,  it  is  probable,  fome  other  people  of  Ame- 
rica give  it,  is  common  in  Chaco,  and  yields  Be- 
zoar ftones,  that  weigh  three  pounds  and  a  half. 
The  Indian,  who  firft  made  the  Spaniards  ac- 
quainted with  this  animal,  was  for  his  pains,  it  is 
faid,  put  to  death  by  his  countrymen.  This  ani-» 
mal  is  a  kind  of  diminutive  camel ;  he  has  nothing 
amifs  about  him  but  his  faliva,  which  gives  the  itch^ 
and  which  he  cafts  upon  his  purfuers.  TheGuanacoes 
are  never  feen,  but  in  flocks,  unlefs,  perhaps,  in  de- 
fart 
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fart  places.  V/hen  tl:ie^  graze  thus  together,  one 
of  them  ahvays  flands  fencry  upon  an  eminence,  to 
alarm  the  reft,  by  a  kind  of  neighing,  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  hunters  ;  v/hen  they  all  fly  to  places 
iurrounded  by  precipices  ;  the  females  with  their 
young  ones  marching  before  them.  The  flefh  of 
the  Guanaco  is  white  ;  and  though  a  little  dry,  to- 
lerably well  tafted. 

The  other  animals  found  in  Chaco  are  the 
Zorillo^  which  does  not  appear  to  differ  from  the 
ftinking  beaft  of  Canada ;  the  Capivara^  an  am- 
phibious creature  Ihaped  like  a  hog,  the  Indians 
are  very  fond  of  its  flefh,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Otier  i  which  is  very  common  in  this  country,  and 
has  a  very  fine  fur  ;  the  Iguana^  which  refembles 
greatly  that  of  Hiipaniola ;  the  S^uinqiimchon^  which 
is  fhaped  like  a  hog,  and  with  his  paws  and  his 
fnout  digs  himfelf  a  hole  in  the  earth  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  feet  diameter,  in  which  he 
hides  himfelf  On  this  back,  he  carries  a  very  hard 
fhell  by  way  of  houfe,  into  which  he  occafionally 
folds  himfelf ;  and  his  belly  is  armed  with  fcales^ 
from  which  there  grows  very  long  and  very  thick 
hair.  It  is  faid,  that  the  Quinquinchon  fome- 
times  lies  down  upon  his  back  to  receive  the  rain 
water,  and  remains  ih  this  pofture  a  whole  day, 
till  fome  thirfty  deer  comes  to  drink  out  of  his 
fhell  ;  when  he  immediately  feizes  her  by  the  lips, 
and  fo  keeps  her  in  Ipite  of  all  her  endeavours 
till  fhe  is  ftifled  ;  when  he  feeds  upon  her.  Some 
Englilhmen  prefented  his  Britannic  majefty  with 
two  of  thefe  animals,  alive,  in  the  year  1728, 
The  flefh  of  the  Quinquinchon  has  a  pretty  dif- 
agreeable  fcent. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  this  animal,  called 
in  Paraguay  Tatou^  and  in  Tucuman  Mulica^  or 
Bulica^  which  is,  they  tell  us,  when  folded  up 
within  his  fneli,  as  round  as  a  ball,  with  ail  the 
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fcales  fo  curioufly  united,  that  not  a  fingle  feam 
can  bo  diicerned  between  them.  The  Tatou  has 
no  hair.  His.  flefli  differs  in  nothing  from  that  of 
a  fucking  pig.  There  are,  likewife,  fome  of  thefe 
creatures  in  Brazil,  and  the  ifland  of  Granada. 
In  fine,  there  is,  in  the  vallies  leading  to  Chaco,  a 
fpecies  of  fheep,  called  Llamaez^  which  one  would 
take  for  little  camels,  had  they  any  lump  on  their 
backs.  The  Indians  make  ufe  of  them  to  carry 
burthens,  though  their  march  is  fo  flow,  that  it  is 
impoilible  to  make  ihem  travel  more  than  three 
leagues  a  day  ;  and,  if  once  they  lie  down  with 
wearinefs,  they  permit  themffelves  to  be  killed 
rather  than  get  up  again  with  their  burthen. 

Some  authors  iiave  affii'med,  that  Chaco,  does 
not  produce  any  venemous  animals^  Yet  it  is 
certain,  that  feveral  have  been  found  there  \  but 
then  antidotes  are  fbill  more  common.  The  moft 
fovereign  are  viper's  heib  ^  and  the  contrayerva, 
both  male  and  female.  Father  Locano  imagines, 
that  the  viper's  herb  is  the  Tr iff  ago  of  Diofcorides. 
The  ocher  autidotes  are  the  Colmillo  de  Vihora^  or  the 
Solimon  dela  Tiojfa  ;  tobacco  leaves  ;  the  ftalk  and  ear 
of  Maiz  ;  the  fhank  bone  of  a  cow,  broiled  and  ap- 
plied to  the  v/ound,  froxm  which  it  falls  of  itfelf, 
wh^n  it  has  imbibed  all  the  venom.  The  efficacy 
of  this  bone  is  greatly  encreafed  by  bathing  it  in 
milk  and  wine. 

It  would  be  very  furprlzing,  if,  in  fo  fine  a 
country,  there  were  no  bees.  The  forefts  are  all 
fo  full  of  them,  that,  in  feveral,  there  is  fcarce 
a  fmgle  tree  without  a  colony  of  thefe  precious 
infedts  ;  fo  that,  though  the  wafps  carry  on  a 
conflant  and  Ciuel  war  againfl  them,  this  pro- 
vince alone  could  fuppiy  great  part  of  America, 
with  wax  and  honey,  of  a  fuperior  kind  to 
thofe  of  any  other  country  we  know  ofi  Authors  fay 
nothing  of  the  birds  of  Chaco,  which,  probably. 
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are  the  fame  with  thofe  in  the  adjacent  provinces. 
The  filence  of  hiflorians,  in  regard  to  their  notes^ 
leaves  room  to  believe,  that  here,  as  v^ell  as  in 
every  other  part  of  the  new  world,  this  tribe  of  the 
animal  creation  does  not  charm  the  ears  with  its 
mufic,  as  much  as  it  does  the  eyes  by  the  vivacity 
and  variety  of  its  plumage. 

To  judge  by  the  number  of  the  nations  in 
Chaco,  of  which  Father  Locano  gives  us  a  lift, 
one  v/ould  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  there  is  not  a 
better  inhabited  country  in  the  whole  v/orld.  It 
is,  indeed,  more  fo,  than  any  of  thofe  which  fur- 
round  it,  though  very  far  from  being  as  much  fo, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  confidering  the  fertility  of  its 
foil  and  the  mildnefs  of  its  climate  ;  for,  taking 
the  nations  inhabiting  it  one  with  another,  there  is 
not  one  of  them  numerous  enough  to  form  above 
three  or  four  middling  towns.  This,  after  all,  is 
riot  fo  furprizing,  as,  at  firft  fight,  it  may  appear 
to  be.  Experience  fufficiently  demonftrates,  that 
the  countries  m.oft  favoured  by  nature  are  not  al- 
ways thofe,  in  which  the  human  fpecies  multiplies 
fafteft.  The  reafon  of  this  fingularity  is,  no  doubt, 
that  the  facility  of  living,  in  fuch  countries,  with 
very  little  or  no  labour,  renders  men  more  idle 
and  improvident  ;  and  more  lawlefs ;  and,  of 
courfe,  more  vicious,  than  they  otherwife  would 
be ;  whence  it  happens,  that  impatient  of  reftraint, 
and  giving  way  to  their  pafTions  in  every  thing, 
they  become  wild  and  barbarous  ;  keep  up  no 
fbciety  with  each  otlier  -,  and  fall  into  greater  ex- 
ceiTes,  of  drunkennefs  efpecially,  from  whence 
proceed  quarrels  and  wars,  by  which  more  men 
perifh,  than  can  poilibly  be  born.  And,  accord- 
ingly, fuch  nations  dwindle  away  in  the  moft  fen- 
fible  manner. 

Besides,  a  tradition  of  no  very  ancient  date  in 
this  part  of  South  America  informs  us,  that  the 
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epidemical  diftempers  occafioned  by  the  corrupt 
,  tion  of  die  air  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  in 
Tucuman  efpecially,  having  driven,  from  time  to 
time,  abundance  of  their  inhabitants  into  this  pro- 
vince, they  brought  with  them  contagions,  with 
which  the  country  might  otherwiie,  never  have 
been  vifited.  For  as  to  the  Peruvians,  whom  the 
tyranny  of  their  Spanifh  mafters  drove  into  Chaco, 
in  greater  numbers  than  into  any  other  of  the 
neighbouring  countries  ;  the  tranfmigration  of  them 
could  not  but  be  attended  with  the  lofs  of  a 
multitude  of  people.  Befides,  the  wandering  life, 
which  thefe  fugitives  muft  have  led  for  a  long 
time  before  they  fettled,  was  by  no  means  favour- 
able to  their  multiplication. 

Nothing  proves  better  the  fhrange  medley  of 
nations  in  Chaco,  than  the  difference  in  their 
manners  and  cufloms.  It  is  true  they  refemble 
each  other  in  a  great  many  things,  but  this  re- 
femblance  is  the  neceiTary  confequence  of  fuch 
conned:ions,  as  they  cannot  avoid  having  with  each 
other  ;  efpecially  in  defence  of  their  liberty  againil 
the  Spaniards,  who  furrounded  them  on  all  fides, 
and  whom  the  beauty  of  this  country,  and  the 
defire  of  freeing  themfelves  from  fuch  trouble- 
fome  neighbours,  have  engaged  in  the  greatefh  and 
moll  conllant  efforts  to  fubdue  them.  Though  I 
did  not  purpofe  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of 
what  particularly  diftinguifhes  them  from  one  ano- 
other,  but  as  occafion  offered,  I  cannot  prevail  on 
myfelf  to  go  any  further,  without  relating  what 
father  Locano  tells  of  two  of  thefe  nations  -,  it 
being  fo  fmgular,  that  I  fhould  not  dare  to  men- 
tion it  on  any  other  teflimony  but  that  of  this 
miilionary,  who,  though  he  owns  he  had  never  {ten 
them,  himfelf,  adds,  that  he  has  all  the  proofs  that 
can  be  reafonably  expeded  of  their  exiftence, 
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The  firfl  of  thefe  nations  is  the  Collus  or  Colhiges 
and   in  the  Quitchoane   language,    Suripchaquins^ 
which  fignifies  oflrich-feet.     They  have  been  call- 
ed thus,  becaufe  their  legs  have  no  calf,  and  their 
feet,  all  to  the  heels,  relemble  thofe  of  the  oflrich. 
They  are  of  an  almoft  gigantic  fl:ature  ;  fo  fwift 
footed,  that  no  horle  can  keep  up  with  them  ; 
and  fo  very  warlike,  that,  without  any  arms  but 
lances,  they  have  almofl  extirpated  a  nation  called 
the  Polomas^  that  was  formerly  very  numerous.  The 
fecond  of  thefe  nations   have  nothing  monftrous 
but  their  flatue,  which   is  ftill  higher  than  that  of 
the  Colluges.     What  father  Locano  fays  of  them 
is   extracted  from  two  letters  of  father  Gafpard 
Clbrio,  who  preached  the  gofpel  to  thefe  Indians, 
and   whofe  glorious    martyrdom  we  fhall  relate 
hereafter  ;  one  to  Father  Francis  Truxillo,  his  pro- 
vincial ;    the  other  to  father  Mutio  Vetellefchi,  his 
general 

Father  Oforio  does  not  name  them,  but  jufl 
fays,  that  he  met  them  on  the  little  river  of  Tarija^ 
pretty  near  the  fpot,  where  flood  the  town  of 
Guadalcazar,  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 
After  faying,  that,  with  his  hand  raifed  to  its  ut- 
mofh  flretch,  he  could  not  reach  the  heads  of  thefe 
Indians  \  he  adds,  that  what  furprized  him  ftill 
more  was  the  delicacy  and  luxuriancy  of  their 
language,  the  noblenefs  of  their  fentiments,  the 
politenels  of  their  manners,  the  fprightlinefs  of  their 
genius,  the  penetration  of  their  underftanding,  the 
modefty  of  their  behaviour,  the  prudence  of  their 
condudit,  and  their  great  bravery. 

In  general,  the  inhabitants  of  Chaco  are  all  of 
an  advantageous  ftature  ;  and  there  have  been 
found  men  among  them  above  feven  feet  high. 
Their  features  differ  greatly  from  ours  ;  and  the 
colours,  with  which  they  paint   themfelves,  give 

them 
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them  an  afpedt,  with  which  flrangers  cannot,  at  firfl 
fight,  help  being  terrified  a  little.  And,  accord- 
ingly, they  pretend  by  this  means  to  flrike  a  terror 
into  their  enemies.  A  Spanifh  captain,  who  had 
ferved  with  reputation  in  Europe,  having  been 
commanded  againfl  fome  Indians  of  Chaco,  that 
lived  pretty  near  Santafe,  was  fo  thunder-ftruck 
with  their  appearance,  that  he  fainted  away. 
Mod  of  the  men  go  quite  naked,  all  to  a  parcel  of 
feathers,  of  different  colours,  hanging  to  a  firing 
about  their  wafle.  But,  at  their  public  folemnities, 
they  wear  caps  made  of  the  fame  feathers.  In 
very  cold  weather,  they  wrap  themfelves  up  in  a 
kind  of  cap  and  cloak  made  of  il^ins  pretty  well 
dreifed,  and  adorned  with  painted  figures.  Among 
fome  nations,  the  women  are  not  better  covered 
than  the  men.  • 

The  bad  qualities  common  to  all  thefe  people 
are  ferocity,  inconftancy,  perfidy,  and  drunken- 
nefs.  They  are  all  fprightly,  though  very  dull  of 
apprehenfion  in  every  thing  that  does  not  fall  im- 
mediately under  the  fenfes.  There  is,  properly 
fpeaking,  no  form  of  government  among  them  ; 
every  town,  indeed,  has  its  Cacique ;  but  thefe  chiefs 
have  no  authority,  but  in  proportion  to  the  efleem 
they  have  acquired.  Several  do  nothing  but  rove 
from  place  to  place  with  t'heir  furniture,  which 
confifls  of  nothing  but  a  mat,  a  hammock,  and  a 
calebafh.  The  cabins  ot  thofe,  who  live  in 
towns,  are,  among  feveral  nations,  no  better  than 
wretched  hovels  made  with  branches  of  trees,  and 
covered  with  ftraw  or  rather  grafs.  Thofe  who 
live  nearefl  to  Tucuman  are,  it  feems,  better 
lodged  and  better  cloathed. 

Their  favourite  liquor  is  the  Chica^  of  which 
I  have  already  made  mention.  They  affemble  to 
drink  it,  and  to  dance  and  fmg  ;  and  in  thefe  ex- 
ercifes  they  perfifl,  till  they  are  all  drunk.      They 
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then  quarrel ;  and  from  words  foon  proceed  to 
blows,  fo  that  their  merry-makings  feldom  termi- 
nate without  blood-fhed,  if  not  in  the  death  of  fome 
of  the  guefls.  Several  take  advantage  of  the  con- 
fufion  to  be  revenged  of  their  enemies.  .  Thefe 
exceiTes  are  almoll  peculiar  to  the  men.  The  wo- 
men, generally,  withdraw,  the  moment  they  per- 
ceive the  liquor  begins  to  get  the  better  of  the 
men,  and  carry  off  with  them  all  the  arms 
they  can  lay  their  hands  upon.  A  fmall  matter  is 
fufficient  to  breed  a  war  between  thefe  nations; 
but  their  unconquerable  inveteracy  againft  the 
Spaniards  eafily  unites  them  again,  on  the  firfl 
alarm  from  that  quarter. 

Almost  all  thefe  Indians  are  antropophagous,  or 
men-eaters ;  have  no  other  occupation  but  war 
and  pillage,  which  they  exerdife  with  fuch  craft 
and  obflinacy,  that  they  have  rendered  themfelves' 
formidable  to  their  neighbours,  particularly  the 
Spaniards,  who  don't  chufe  to  engage  them,  even 
when  furprized,  with  equal  arms ;  their  courage, 
in  that  cafe,  changing  to  fury.  Nay,  many  of 
their  women  have  been  known,  on  fuch  occafions, 
to  fell  their  lives  at  a  very  dear  rate,  rather  than 
fur  render  to  the  beil  armed  foldiers.  When  once 
they  have  refolved  to  plunder  a  country-feat,  or 
village,  there  is  no  art  they  don't  practice  to  lull 
the  inhabitants  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  or  get  out  of 
their  way  when  they  have  flruck  their  blow.  They 
will  watch,  for  wiiole  years,  the  opportunity  of  fur- 
prizing  them  without  running  any  rifk.  For  this 
purpofe,  they  have  always  fpies  abroad  who  never 
march  but  by  night  -,  when  they  make  nothing  of 
crawling  along,  ifrequifite,  on  their  elbows,  which, 
for  this  reafon,  are  always  covered  with  a  callus. 
Some  Spaniards  have  been  weak  enough  to  think, 
that  thefe  fpies,  by  fome  magic  power,  affumedthe 
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forms  of  domeftic  animals,  in  order  to  examine 
what  was  doing  in  their  houfes. 

Their  arms  are  bows  and  arrows ;  the  mancana  ; 
and  a  kind  of  a  well-wrought  lance  or  javelin,  made 
of  a  very  hard  and  very  heavy  wood,  pretty  thick, 
fifteen  palms  long,  and  terminating  in  a  deer's  horn, 
with  a  beard  to  it.  This  weapon  they  ufe  with 
great  flrength  and  dexterity  ;  and  by  means  of  a 
rope  to  which  it  is  faflened,  draw  in  the  man  it 
has  wounded,  unlefs  he  has  refolution  enough  to 
pull  it  out.  They  generally  faw  the  necks  of 
their  prifoners  with  the  jaw-bone  of  a  fifh  ;  and 
then  pull  off  his  fcalp,  which  they  prefer ve  as  a 
monument  of  their  vid:ory,  and  diiplay  in  all  their 
entertainments. 

They  ^re  fuch  bold  and  able horfemen,  that  the 
Spaniards  will  repent,  but  once,  their  having  fo 
well  flocked  with  horfes  all  thefe  parts  of  the  con- 
tinent. Swift  as  thefe  animals  are,  the  Indians  of 
Chaco  flop  them  in  full  fpeed;  and  vault  upon 
them,  no  matter  whether  iideways  or  from  behind^ 
without  any  afliflance  but  that  of  their  javelins, 
upon  which  they  fpring.  They  then,  without 
flirrups  or  bridles,  without  any  thing,  in  fhort,  but 
a  halter,  not  only  keep  their  feat,  but  turn  the 
proud  animal  which  way  they  pleafe,  and  make 
him  fly  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  to  leave  behind  them  the 
'  befl  mounted  Spaniards.  As  mofl  of  them  go 
always  naked,  their  fkin  is  very  hard.  Father 
Locano  aflures  us,  he  has  htn  the  head  of  a  Mo- 
covi,  the  (kin  of  which  was  half  an  inch  thick. 

The  women  of  Chaco  prick  their  faces,  breafls 
and  arms,  like  the  Moorifh  women  of  Africa  and 
Spain  ;  they  are  very  robuH ;  bring  forth  with 
great  eafe ;  and,  as  foon  as  delivered,  bathe  them- 
felves  and  their  children  in  the  next  lake  or  river. 
They  are  treated  by  their  hufbands  with  great  fe- 
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verity,  becaufe,  perhaps,  they  are  very  much  ad- 
dicted to  jealoufy,  and  have  no  manner  of  tender- 
nefs  for  their  children.  They  bury  tneir  dead  on 
the  very  fpot  where  they  expire  ;  and  plant  a 
javelin  over  the  grave,  faftening  to  it  the  ll<ull  of 
an  enemy,  efpecially  of  a  Spaniard,  if  they  can 
get  one.  They  then  remove  from  the  place  ;  and 
even  avoid  palling  by  it,  till  the  deceafed  is  totally 
forgotten. 

The  greatefh  obftacles  the  Spaniards  have  met; 
with  in  reducing  the  Indians  of  Chaco,  and  the 
mifiionaries  in  converting  them,  have  been  thrown 
in  their  way  by  the  Chirigiiones^  a  nation  fcattered 
over  feveral  diftri(Sts  of  the  provinces  of  Santa 
Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  las  Charcas,  and  Chaco  ;  and 
the  mofl  inveterate  enemies  of  the  Spaniards  in 
this  part  of  the  world.  For,  though .  they  have 
lately  had  allies  among  them,  who  proved  very 
ferviceable,  they  can  never  depend  upon  their  af- 
fiflance,  but  in  proportion  to  their  ability  to  com- 
mand it  ;  and  this  is  no  eafy  tafk.  There  is  not, 
in  all  the  fouthern  parts  of  America,  a  prouder, 
more  treacherous,  inconftant,  flinty-hearted  nation, 
than  the  Chiriguones  ;  which,  joined  to  their  well- 
founded  apprehenfions  of  becoming  flaves  to  the 
Spaniards  by  fubmitting  to  the  gofpel,  would  be 
fufficient  to  make  the  millionaries  lofe  all  hopes  of 
ever  reclaiming  them,  if  they  could  think  it  lawful 
ever  to  defpair  of  God's  mercy. 

By  following  the  courfe  of  the  red  river,  and 
turning  towards  the  eafl:,  we  meet  with  feveral 
nations,  who  are  tolerably  peaceable,  and  attack  no- 
body, though  they  all  immediately  unite  for  their 
common  defence,  as  foon  as  any  one  of  them  is 
attacked.  According  to  fome,  thefe  nations  re- 
ceived baptilm  foon  after  the  arrival  of  the  firfl 
Spaniards  in  this  country  ;  and  then,  on  being  per- 
secuted by  them,  removed  to  a  greater  diftance. 

They 
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They  till  the  ground,  and  rear  cattle ;  and 
there  even  prevail  among  them  fome  of  the 
pradices  of  chriflianity,  efpecially  that  of  player, 
for  which  their  Caciques  ailemble  them  froni  time 
to  time.  In  17 10,  Don  Eflevan  de  Urizai^  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  them  ;  and  they  preferVe  the 
original  draft  of  it  to  this  day,  as  the  palladium 
of  their  liberty  againft  the  Spaniards.  One  of  the 
conditions  of  this  treaty  was,  that  miiiionaries 
fhould  be  fent  to  them  ;  but  it  has  not  been  as  yet 
poiTible  to  comply  with  it. 

Don  Andre  AS  Hurt  A  DO  deMendoz  a,  mar- 
quis of  Cannette,  and  viceroy  of  Peru,  was  the  firfl 
to  attempt  the  redudlion  of  Chaco.  In  1556,  he 
fent  there,  for  this  purpofe,  captain  Andreas 
Manfo,  whom,  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  who 
had  ferved  with  honour  in  the  Peruvian  wars. 
This  officer  advanced,  without  meeting  any  re- 
fiftance,  as  far  as  the  extenfive  plains  between  the 
Pilco  Mayo  and  the  red  river  ;  and  had  even  began 
to  build  a  town.  But,  one  night,  when,  being  no 
longer  under  any  apprehenfions  from  the  natives, 
he  and  his  men  were  buried  in  fleep  without  any 
centinels  to  guard  the  avenues  to  their  camp,  a 
party  of  the  Chiriguones  rufhed  into  it,  and  mur- 
dered every  foul  of  them.  Thefe  plains  have  ever 
fince  been  called  the  plains  of  Manfo. 

The  town  of  Santafe,  the  foundation  of  which 
I  have  already  related,  was  originally  confidered 
as  a  town  of  Chaco,  becaufe  it  flood  on  the  weKl 
banks  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  to  which  feveral  extend 
this  province ;  but,  having  been  removed  fince, 
it  is  now  at  too  great  a  diflance  from  the  bounds 
which  father  Locano  gives  Chaco  at  that  fide. 
Another  town  was  built  in  Chaco,  und'^.r  the  name 
of  the  Conception^  on  the  banks  of  the  red  river^ 
or  rather  a  marfh  formed  by  this  river,  thirty 
leagues  above  its  fall  into  Rio  de  la  Plata  i  but 
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this  town  could  fcarce  maintain  itfelf  in  its  primi- 
tive mediocrity  for  the  fpace  of  fixty  years  -,  and 
even  the  ruins  of  it  are  now  no  longer  difcernible. 
There  can  be  no  ftronger  proof  ot  the  weaknefs 
of  the  Spaniards  in  Paraguay,  than  their  not  hav- 
ing been  able  to  keep  up  this  eftablifhment,  which 
formed  fo  iine  a  key  into  the  heart  of  Chaco.  In 
fhort,  it  is  with  difficulty  they  now  point  out  the 
fpot,  where  flood  the  town  of  Guadalcazar  that  I 
have  already  mentioned,  and  which,  likewife, 
they  have  been  obliged  to  abandon. 

Father  Loc  a'no  tells  us,  that,  while  Don  Mar- 
tin de  Ledefma  was  building  this  town,  he  could 
never  penetrate  as  far  as  the  Chtcas  OrejoneSy  or  the 
Churumacasy    who  lived  to  the  weft,  in  the  valleys 
at  the  foot  of  the  Cordilliere,    though  he  could 
plainly  difcover  the  fmoke  of  their  villages,  which 
could  not,  therefore,  be  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  from  his  camp ;  the  guide,  he  had  often 
employed  to  condud  a  flrong  party  there,  having 
conflantly  led  them  aftray ;  that  having,  one  day, 
convided  him  of  his  treachery,  and  bitterly  re- 
proached him  with  it,  the  fellow  anfwered,  that  it 
was  as  much  as  his  life  was  worth  to  fhew  the 
Spaniards  the  way  to  thefe  villages :  "  But  how 
comes  it,  faid  Don  Martin,  that  thefe  people  are 
foaverfetoourpayingthemavifit?'*  "For fear,  an- 
fwered the  guide,  that,  if  you  once  knew  the  road 
to  them,  you  Hiould  put  them  all  to  death  as  your 
predeceffors  did  the  Inca,  in  order  to  feize  on  his 
mines  and  his  empire."     The  fpy  added,  that  the 
Chicas  Orejones  were  thofe,  whom  the  Incas  em- 
ployed to  work  their  mines,  and  fecure  the  Cor- 
dilliere ;  and  that,  having  heard  the  tragical  end  of 
the  lafl  Inca,  they  immediately  took  refuge  among 
the  Churumacas,  who  gave  them  a  very  favourable 
reception.     Father  Locano,  likewife,    informs  us, 
that  the  fame  Chicas  Orejones  were  defcended 
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from  the  noble  Orej'ones  of  Peru,  whom  the  Incas 
made  uie  of  to  extend  their  conquefts. 

But  let  the  Spaniards  ufe  what  endeavours  they 
will  to  reduce  Chaco,  they  never  will  be  able 
to  efFed  it,  till  the  inhabitants  have  fubmitted  to 
the  gofpel  ;  a  thing  impolTible,  as  long  as  they 
abufe  a  favour  granted  them  by  their  catholic  ma- 
jeflies  ;  and  which  it  is  hardly  to  be'  expelled  they 
fhould  ever  ceafe  to  abufe,  fmce  all  the  power  of 
thefe  princes  has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  efFedl  it, 
though  it  has  occafioned  the  death  or  defertion  of 
a  great  many  new  chriflians,  and  formed  an  in- 
vincible obfhacle  to  the  converfion  of  an  infinite 
number  of  infidels.  It  is,  therefore,  neceflary  I 
fhould  explain  the  nature  of  this  favour,  before 
I  re-alTume  the  thread  of  my  narration. 

The  Spaniards  it  feems,  had  parcelled  out  all 
the  Indians,  whom  they  had  reduced  by  force  or  by 
fair  me^ns,  into  Departments  or  Commandes.  Thel^ 
commahdes  were  granted  to  private  perfons  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  more  or  lefs,  according 
to  the  rai^k  or  fervices  of  fuch  perifons.  This 
term  expired,  they  devolved  to  the  crown  ;  and 
the  governor  of  ^e  province,  in  virtue  of  a  power 
received  for  that  purpofe  from  the  fovereign, 
either  employed  fuch  devolved  Indians,  when  re- 
quifite,  in  the  public  works,  or  made  them  over 
to  other  private  perfons,  fo  that  every  adventurer 
partook  in  his  turn  of  their  fervice.  This  fervice 
confifled  in  their  working  for  him  for  nothing, 
two  months  in  the  year,  and  paying  him,  out  of 
what  they  could  earn  during  the  other  ten  months, 
a  tribute  of  five  pieces  of  eight,  from  which  thofe 
under  eighteen,  and  above  forty,  were  exempted. 
The  fifth  of  this  tribute  was  to  be  paid  the  parifh- 
priefl  for  his  falary.  In  return  for  this  fervice, 
thofe  who  enjoyed  it,  called,  in  the  Spanifh,  En- 
comenderos^    were  to    provide  their   Indians  with 
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every  thing  they  wanted ;  to  fee  that  they  were 
inftrudled  in  the  principles  and  pradtice  of  the 
chriftian  religion  ;  to  ufe  them  well  and  treat  them 
like  children  ;  for,  in  many  refpeds,  thefe  Indians 
continue  children  during  their  whole  lives. 

But,  as  Charles  V.  forefaw  that  thefe  regula- 
tions, alone,  would  never  be  fufficient  to  protedl  the 
Indians  againft  the  exactions  of  their  encomen- 
deros,  he  ordered  that  officers  fhould  be  named  to 
receive  their  complaints,  and  do  them  juflice  ; 
with  pov/er  to  deprive  of  their  departments  thofe, 
who  fhould  be  convicted  of  having  made  an  ill 
ufe  of  ihem.  But  the  wifefl  preeautions,  and  the 
fevered  laws,  are  a  very  weak  barrier  againft  ava- 
rice ;  efpecially  where  the  abfence  of  the  fovereign, 
a  id  the  facility  of  gaining  over  thofe  he  has 
charged  with  the  execution  of  his  orders,  afford 
any  h^^es  of  impunity  ;  a  truth  rendered  but 
too  evident  by  the  fate  of  thefe  commandes  ;  for 
no  laws  could  be  more  wifely  devifed  or  worfe  ex- 
ecuted, than  thofe  made  to  regulate  them. 

Yet.  all  might  have  found  their  advantage  in 
complying  with  thefe  laws.  The  Indians  might 
have  been  civilized,  and  ccntradled  an  affedlion  to 
mafters  who  treated  them  as  children  ;  the  king 
might  have  gained  loyal  fubjedls  ;  and  the  en- 
comenderos  ufeful  fervants  ;  as  will  hereafter  ap- 
pear evident  beyond  the  power  of  contradidion. 
The  church,  too,  might  have,  acquired  docile  chil- 
dren. I  may  even  affirm,  without  indulging  con- 
jecture too  much,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
part  of  America  would  be  at  this  day  chriftians, 
if  thofe  in  place  had  concurred  with  the  miffi- 
onaries,  in  endeavouring  to  make  them  relifh  the 
maxims  of  the  gofpel.  Whereas,  confidering  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  treated,  it  is  no  way 
furprizing,  that  the  greateft  number  of  thofe  who 
embraced  the  chriftian  religion  fhould  have  after- 
wards 
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wards  renounced  it,  as  their  encomenderos  or  their 
fubftitutes  fcarce  ever  gave  them  :ime  to  learn,  or 
opportunity  to  obferve,  its  precepts  ;  and  were  ftill 
more  backward  in  giving  them  that  good  example, 
and  treating  them  with  that  lenity,  which  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  confirm  what  the  miilionaries  faid  to 
them  of  the  mildnefs  and  holineis  of  the  gofpel. 
It  is,  therefore,  no  way  flrange,  that  as  many  of 
them,  as  poiTibly  could,  have  fhaken  off  the  yoke, 
and  are  fmce  become  the  mofl  dangerous  enemies 
of  their  wicked  and  foolifh  tafk-mafters. 

It  is,  likewife,  certain,  that  in  confequence  of 
the  fer vices  exadted  from  thefe  flaves,  for  they  are 
very  feldom  treated  otherwife,  their  mafters  have 
contracted  fuch  a  habit  of  lazinefs,  that,  as  often 
as  thefe  poor  creatures  fink  under  the  weight  of  fa- 
tigue and  ill  ufage,  or  defert  to  avoid  it,  they  fall 
into  a  ftate  of  indigence,  which  they  know  not 
either  to  bear  or  to  mend.  The  daily  examples  of 
this  misfortune  are  fo  far  from  making  any  impref- 
fion  upon  the  Spaniards,  that  the  abufe  of  the  de- 
partments has  been  conftantly  on  the  encreafe,  and 
is  at  lafl  become  fo  obflinate,  that  the  moft  precife 
and  reiterated  orders  of  the  kings  of  Spain  have  not 
been  able  to  put  a  flop  to  it.  Nay,  difobedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  fovereign  has  been  conftrued 
into  a  prefcriptibn ;  and  it  will  plainly  appear  in 
the  courfe  of  this  hiflory,  that  ail  the  perfecutions 
excited  againll:  the  Jefuits  of  Paraguay ;  all  the  ca- 
lumnies propagated  againll  them ;  and  all  the  pre- 
judices thefe  calumnies  have  left  behind  them  in  the 
minds  of  fo  many  perfons  ;  are  entirely  owing  to 
the  unfhaken  refolution  of  thefe  fathers,  in  oppofing 
every  attempt  to  rob  the  Indians  under  their  care, 
of  the  total  exemption  granted  them  by  the  kings 
of  Spain,  from  all  manner  of  perfonal  fervice  to  the 
Spaniards, 
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Port  of  Buenos  Ay  res  re-eflahlijJoed.  Defcription  of  it^ 
and  the  neighbourhood.  State  of  chrijlianity  in  Pa- 
raguay, Jefuits  enter  it.  Their  labours  to  reclaim 
the  Spaniards.,  and  civilize  and  convert  the  Indians, 
Defcription  of  the  province  of  Guayra,  The  Jefuits 
preach  the  go  [pel  there  with  great  fuccefs.  Towns 
built.  Jefuits  gain  eftablifhments  in  fever al  places  ; 
incur  the  difpleafure  of  the  Spaniards.,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  proted  the  Indians  againfl  them  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberty. 


I ^80-8 1    T^^^  frequent  lofs  of  Ihips  coming 
^  *    X     from  Spain,  for  v/ant  of  a  fure  port 

to  receive  them  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
having,  at  lafl,  made  the  Spaniards  thoroughly 
fenfible  of  the  necellity  of  having  one  ;  and  there 
being  no  room  left  for  choice ;  a  refolution  was 
taken  to  re-eflablifh  that  of  Buenos  Ayres  on  the 
fame  fpot,  where  Mendoza  had,  at  firll,  placed  it ; 
but  under  the  name  of  the  Trinity.,  inftead  of  its 
original  one  of  our  lady  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  and  omit* 
nothing  to  fecure  it  againfl  any  future  attacks  of 
the  Indians  in  its  neighbourhood.  Thrs  was  be- 
come the .  eafier  on  account  of  the  new  eftablifh* 
ments  formed  in  the  Provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata^ 
and  Tucuman,  capable  of  furnifhing  fuccours  to 
awe  thefe  barbarians.     However,  the  Spaniards  no 
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fooner  fet  about  the  work,  than  the  Indians  pre- 
pared to  attack  them ;  but  the  adelantade,  who 
had  brought  along  with  him  fome  troops,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  military  flores,  fent  againfl  them 
Juan  de  Garay,  who,  after  chaftifing  them  feverely 
in  feveral  rencounters,  obliged  them  to  remain 
quiet.  The  city  was  rebuilt  on  the  fame  fpot  where 
Don  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  at  firfl,  placed  it ;  but 
its  firfh  name,  of  our  lady^  was  changed  into  that  of 
the  trinity  of  Buenos  Ay  res. 

This  city  remained,  for  a  long  time,  in  a  flate 
of  poverty  anfwerable  to  that  of  the  province,  of 
which  it  was  both  the  key  and  the  centre  of  com- 
merce. I  have  already  obferved,  that  it  is  fituated 
on  the  weflern  banks  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  about  two 
hundred  miles  from  cape  St.  Mary,  on  a  fomewhat 
elevated  point  of  land  that  runs  into  the  river  in  a 
North  diredlion  ;  and  in  thirty-five  degrees  thir- 
ty minutes  South  latitude,  according  to  the  lateft 
obfervations.  The  city  is  feparated  by  a  rivulet 
from  the  fortrefs,  where  the  governor  refides.  It 
is  pretty  large  ;  and,  for  a  long  time,  confifted  of 
different  quarters,  with  fields  and  orchards  between 
them,  though  the  houfes,  which  for  the  moft  part 
were  built  of  earth,  confifted  of  but  one  ftory  dif- 
-pofed  round  an  oblong  court ;  and,  confequently, 
took  up  the  more  room.  Many  of  them  received 
no  day-light,  but  by  their  doors.  The  reft  had 
but  one  window.  But  a  lay-brother  Jefuit,  called 
to  this  place  about  forty  or  fifty  years  ago  to  build 
the  church  of  the  college,  having  made  bricks,  and 
tiles,  and  lime,  inftrudled  the  inhabitants  in  thefe 
ufeful  arts,  fo  that  all  the  houfes  built  fince  that 
time  are  of  ftone  or  brick  ;  and  fome  of  them  two 
ftories  high. 

Two  other  lay-brother  jefuits,  one  a  good  archi- 
tedl,  and  the  other  a  good  maibn,  and  both  from 
Italy,  after  finifhing  the  college  church,  built  that  of 

the 
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the  fathers  of  Mercy,  and  the  francifcafis,  and  the 
front  of  the  cathedral ;  all  v/hich,  it  is  pretended^ 
might  make  a  figure  in  the  befl  cities  of  Spain, 
The  magiftratcs  had,  likewife,  engaged  them  to 
build  a  town-houfe  ^  but,  having  fet  out  on  two 
magnificent  a  plan  for  their  funds,  they  found  them- 
felves  unable  to  accomplifh  it.  The  city,  however, 
foon  began  to  wear  another  afpeft,  in  confequence 
of  thefe  and  other  improvements  j  fo  that  it  is  no 
wonder,  if  the  travellers,  who  have  vifited  it  fmce 
the  period  we  are  fpeaking  of,  give  us  a  much  more 
favourable  idea  of  it,  than  thofe  who  paffed  this 
way  before  them. 

At  this  period,  the  inhabitants  were  computed 
at  fixteen  thouland  fouls  ;  one-fourth  whites  ;  and 
the  refl  negroes,  Indians,  and  a  mixt  breed.  It  is  by 
the  labour  of  thefe  negroes,  who  are  by  far  the 
greatefb  number,  that  the  Spaniards  live  j  for  the 
Spaniards  here  think  it  beneath  them  to  exercife 
any  manual  employment.  Thofe  even,  who  are  but 
juft  landed  from  Spain,  put  every  flitch  they  have 
brought  with  them  upon  their  backs ;  and  fet  up  for 
gentlemen,  above  ferving  in  any  menial  capacity^ 
It  is  almolt  equally  difficult  to  get  any  good  from 
the  free  Indians,  who  pafs  and  repafs  through  this 
town,  the  adjacent  villages  and  country-feats  -,  and 
this  their  averfion  to  labour  is  owing  to  their  hav- 
ing been  overburthened  with  it,  when  included  in 
the  commandes  and  fubjed:  to  perfbnal  fervice. 
The  cathedral  is  the  parifh-church  of  the  white  in- 
liabitants  j  the  reft  have  one,  at  one  of  the  extre- 
mities of  the  city. 

^  Buenos  Ayres,  in  confequence  of  its  fituatiort 
and  its  wholefome  air,  enjoys  every  advantage  requi- 
fite  to  make  a  flouriihing  city  j  and  will,  no  doubt, 
flourifh  in  proportion  as  Paraguay, which  has  no  other 
fea  port,  becomes  populous  and  the  inhabitants  of  it 
laborious.  Winter  begins  here  in  the  month  of  June  5 
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rpiing,  in  the  month  of  September  ;  fummer,  in  De- 
cember ;  and  autumn,  in  March ;  and  thefe  four 
feaibns  fucceeded  each  other  very  regularly.  In  win- 
ter, the  rains  are  heavy,  and  attended  with  fuch 
terrible  thunder  and  lightening,  that  there  is  no' fuch 
thing  as  accufloming  one  felf  to  it.  The  heat  of 
th^  I'un  in  fummer  is  qualified  by  gentle  breezes, 
\vhich  rife  regularly  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  One-third  of  the  houfes  have  a 
profpedt  over  an  extenfive  country  cloathed  with  a 
perpetual  verdure ;  the  other  tw^o-thirds  look  over 
the  river,  which,  to  the  North,  appears  like  a  great 
fea,  terminated  only  by  the  horizon.  Filh  is  here 
in  great  abundance,  efpeciaily  that  which  the  Spa- 
niards call  Pefche  Reyes^  being  a  kind  of  Gurnard 
very  common  on  the  coafhs  of  Chili. 

The  fertility  of  the  lands  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Buenos  Ayres  is  equal  to  the  goodnefs  of  its  air,, 
fo  that,  in  thefe  refpetts,  nature  has  done  every 
thing,  to  render  it  a  moft  delightful  place  to  live 
in.  The  country  about  it,  however,  has  a  naked 
look,  the  Spaniards  having  neglected  to  plant  any 
trees  in  it.  But,  except  in  point  of  profpedl,  this 
deficiency  is  little  felt;  as  all  the  iilands,  with 
which  the  river  is  enameled  at  this  place,  are  ex- 
ceedingly well  wooded.  The  only  fruit-tree  found 
in  them  is  the  peach-tree  ;  which,  befides  producing 
excellent  fruit,  is  fo  common,  that  they  ufe  its 
branches  for  the  mofl  common  purpofes.  The 
vine  has  not  as  yet  anfwered,  for  want  of  a  method 
to  deftroy  a  kind  of:  ants,  which  fall  upon  it  the 
minute  it  begins  to  fhoot,  and  gnaw  it  to  the  very 
root. 

But  the  chief  want,  which  not  only  Buenos 
Ayres,  but  every  other  part  of  that  vaft  country 
generally  comprehended  under  the  name  of  Para- 
guay, for  a  long  time  laboured  under,  was  that 
of  men  qualified  .to  maintain  the  ancient  chrif- 
»    Vol.  I,  P  tians 
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tians  in  the  regular  exercife  of  their  religion,  as  well 
as  to  draw  the  infidels  over  to  it.     We  have  feen, 
that  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  had  recommended  no- 
thing more  earneflly  to  the  governors  he  fent  here, 
than  that  they  fliould   take  w^ith  them  fome  priefls 
both  fecular  and  regular  ;  and  fupply  them  with 
every  thing  that  could  facilitate  the  execution   of 
their  office.     Philip  II.  his  fon  and  fuccelibr  to  the 
throne  of  Spain,  took  the  fame  precautions  ;  and  the 
miffionaries,  the  iirfl  of  whom  were  of  the  order  of 
St.  Francis,  omitted  nothing  to  fhew  themfelves 
worthy  of  the  confidence  placed  in  them  by  thefe 
two  great  princes.     But,  though  they  baptifed  a 
great  number  of  Indians,  the  frequent  revolts  of 
thefe  people,  whom  the  Spaniards  did  not  always 
treat   with   fufficient  mildnefs,    and  the  troubles, 
which  almofl  conftantly  prevailed  among  the  Spa- 
niards themfelves,  for  the  firft  fixty   years  after 
their  arrival,  proved  a  great  obflacle  to  the  propa- 
gation of  the  gofpel. 

TucuM  AN  was,  at  fir  ft,  much  happier  in  this  re- 

fpedl  ;   for  the  Spaniards  had  fcarce  begun  to  fettle 

m  it,  when  Saint  Francis  Solano,  and  a  great  many 

other  milFionaries  of  his  order,  entered  it  on  the 

fide  of  Peru  -,  vifited  every  part  of  it  ;    and  even 

penetrated     very    far     into     Chaco ;     fcattering 

every  where  the  feed  of  the  gofpel,  with  all  the 

fuccefs  which  might  naturally  be  expeded  from 

men  headed  by  a  faint,  whofe  zeal  knew  no  bounds ; 

and  whom  God  invefted  with  the  gift  of  miracles,  to 

fiich  a  degree,  that  the  inhabitants  confidered  him 

as  fomething  more  than  a  mortal  being.  But,  as  he 

was  foon  called  back  to  Peru  by  his  fuperiors,  his 

miifion  turned    out   like  one  of  thofe    tranfitory 

clouds,  which  fertilize,  for  a  time,  the  drieft  fields 

upon  which  they  fall,  and  then  leave  them  to  re- 

lapfe  into  their  former  fterility.     Father  Lewis  de 

Bolanos,  one  of  Saint  Francis  Solano's  difciples, 

and 
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and  who,  likewife,  died  in  the  odour  of  fandlity, 
tbuiided  among  the  Guaranls  of  Paraguay,  a  fer- 
vent colony  of  chriflians,  which  he  governed  for  a 
long  time.  He  even  tranflated  into  their  language 
a  catecliifm,  which  I  fhall  hereafter  have  fome  oc- 
cafion  to  mention  ;  but,  his  fuperiors  having  at 
lafl  thought  proper  to  recal  him  on  account  of  his 
great  ages  and  infirmJties,  the  httle  flock  he  had 
brought  together,  and  with  v/hom,  it  is  probable, 
he  could  leave  no  paftor  of  his  own  order,  fell  af- 
terwards into  the  hands  of  the  Jefuits  ;  and,  has 
fmce  proved  the  germ,  as  it  were,  of  thefe  flourifh- 
ing  churches  of  the  Parana  and  the  Uruguay, 
whofe  happy  progrefs  we  fhall  foon  have  occafion  to 
confidcr.  The  good  old  man  having  heard  of  this 
happy  event,  a  little  before  his  death,  it  made  him 
forget  the  great  affliction  he  had  long  laboured  un- 
der at  the  thoughts  of  having  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don his  dear  children,  whom  he  had  engendered 
in  Jefus  Chrifl. 

Thus,  therefore,  the  chriflian  religion  was 
the  thing  in  thefe  provinces,  which  flood  mofl 
in  need  of  powerful  alliftance.  The  fecular  clergy 
were  too  few  for  the  Spaniards  alone,  with  whom 
they  were  entirely  taken  up.  The  regulars, 
fewer  in  themfelves,  were  flill  more  fo,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fubje(^"ted  Indians  committed  to  their 
care,  v/hom,  befides,  the  bad  example  and  cruel- 
ty of  their  encom mender oes  made  it  almoll  impofTi- 
ble  to  infpire  v/ith  any  relifh  for  the  great  truths  of 
the  gofpel.  In  fhort,  the  bifbops  of  Paraguay  and 
Tucuman  were  often  reduced  to  the  melancholy 
necelfity  of  applying,  in  the  flrongeft  terms,  to  the 
kings  of  Spain,  and  their  council  of  the  Indies,  for 
fpiriroal  laboureis  to  allifl  them  in  the  difcharge  of 
their  duty. 

Tucuman,  efpecially,  flood  in  the  greatefl  need 
of  fuch  fuccours.     Many  towns  in  it  had  not  fo 
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much  as  a  fingle  clergyman.  The  children  grew 
up  without  any  inlliudtion,  and  very  often  the 
fick  left  the  world  without  any  fpiritual  alfiftance. 
Don  Francis  Victoria,  of  the  order  of  Saint  Do- 
minic, bifhop  of  this  diocefe,  which  he  governed 
for  twelve  years,  did  not  find,  on  his  arrival  in  it, 
a  fingle  fecular  priefl^  and  Icarce  any  regulars,  who 
could  make  the  Indians  underfland  them  ;  fo  that 
he  found  himfelf,  to  his  infinite  forrow,  obliged  to 
lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  converting  them.  The 
Jefuits  now  began  to  be  known  in  America  ;  they 
had  been,  even  upwards  of  thirty  years,  m  Brazil, 
which  father  Jofeph  Anchieta  had  filled  with  the 
odour  of  his  holinefs,  ana  the  fplendor  of  his  mi- 
racles. They,  had,  hkewife  fettled  in  Peru  ;  and 
had  already  made  in  both  thefe  kingdoms  an  in- 
finite number  of  converfions  ;  fo  that  every  one 
publifhed,  that  this  new  order,  whofe  founder  was 
born  at  the  time  Chriflopher  Columbus  began  to 
difcover  the  new  world,  had  received  from  heaven 
a  fpecial  mifTion,  and  a  particular  grace,  to  efla- 
blilli  in  it  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Thi  s  confideration  having  determined  the  bifhop 
of  Tucuman  to  get,  coil  what  it  would,  as  many 
Jefuits  as  poflible,  into  his  diocefe,  he  wrote,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  father  Anchieta,  and  Father 
John  Atienfa,  both  provincials  of  their  company  ; 
the  firft,  in  Brazil ;  and  the  fecond,  in  Peru ;  conju- 
ring them,  by  the  entrails  of  Jefus  Chrift,  not  to  re- 
fufe  him  the  ailiftance  he  fo  much  wanted.  Upon 
this,  father  Atienfa,  the  neareft  of  the  two,  and 
moft  at  hand  to  give  him  fpeedy  fuccours,  imme- 
diately fent  orders  to  father  Francis  Angulo,  and 
father  Alphonfo  Barfena,  then  employed  in  the  pro- 
vince of  las  Charcas,  to  repair  immediately  to  Tu- 
cuman, v/ith  a  lay-brother,  called  John  Villegas, 
w^ho  was  to  ferve  them  in  quality  of  catechift. 

These 
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^^  These  fathers  fet  out,  the  minute  they 
^ ^  *  recei  ved  dieii  pi-ovincial's  letter ;  and  arrived 
in  1586  at  Salta,  where  a  fingle  pried  had  not  been 
feen  for  four  years  that  this  town  had  been  built. 
They  were,  therefore,  received  in  it  as  angels  de- 
fcended  from  heaven.  The  inhabitants,  even  the 
mofl  licentious,  had  not,  as  yet,  ftified  the  remorfe 
of  their  confcience,  whofe  cries  redoubled  at  the 
fight  of  thefe  apoflolic  men,  and  grew  ftiil  higher 
and  higher,  when  they  had  heard  them  fpsak.  They 
all  confefled  their  fins ;  and  then  repaired  to  the 
holy  myfleries,  the  privation  of  which  had  been 
the  principal  caufe  of  all  their  libertinifm  The 
fathers  had  equal  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
Indians,  whofe  language  they  pretty  well  under- 
ilood,  fo  that  it  was  with  the  utmofl  regret  they 
faw  themfelves  obliged  to  leave  a  place,  where 
there  appeared  fo  fine  a  field  to  exercife  their  zeal, 
and  fo  great  a  profpedl  of  its  being  attended  with 
lafling  fuccefs.  But  they  were,  it  feems,  impati- 
ently expeded  at  Santiago.  Having  taken  their 
road  to  it,  by  Efleco,  fifty  leagues  at  this  fide 
of  it,  they  there  found  the  fame  call  for  their  affi fi- 
ance, and  the  fame  difpofitions  to  benefit  by  it,  as 
well  in  the  Spaniards  as  in  the  Indians,  many  of 
whom  had  been  baptized  by  Saint  Francis  Solano. 
However,  they  remained  in  Efleco,  but  a  month, 
having  received  a  letter  from  the  bilhop,  which 
obliged  them  to  fet  out  diredlly  for  Santiago. 

Don.  Juan  Ramirez  de  Velasco,  governor 
of  Tucuman,  was  no  lefs  impatient  to  fee  them  than 
Don  Francis  Vidloria.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he 
had  notice  of  their  approach,  he  went  out,  on  horfe- 
back,  with  the  nobility  and  officers  of  the  garrifon, 
to  meet  them.  The  inhabitants  fire  wed  with  flowers, 
and  adorned  with  triumphal  arches,  the  ftreets 
through  which  they  were  to  pafs.  The  bifhop, 
who  had  ordered  a  folemn  thankfgiving  for  their 
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happy  arrival,  embraced  them  tenderly,  with  tears 
in  his  eyes  ;  and,  feeing  them  fall  proftrate  at  his 
feet,  to  implore  his  blefling,  took  them  up  ;  con^ 
dudled  them,  in  procellion,  to  the  cathedral ;  com- 
pHmentedthem  there  in  terms,  which  greatly  fhock- 
ed  their  modefty  -,  gave  out  the  'Te  deiim^  which  was 
fung  by  his  clergy  \  and,  afterwards,  led  them 
to  his  own  houfe,  where  he  infifbed  upon  lodging 
them.  If  apoflolic  men  fometimes  find  themfelves 
in  circumftances,  in  which  the  great  mailer  who 
fends  them  thinks  proper  they  fhould  be  received 
like  his  miniflers ;  he  oftener  gives  them  occafion  to 
confider  themfelves  as  his  difciples  ;  fo  as  to  make 
them  remember  all  the  ignominies  of  his  pafTion, 
which  fo  foon  fucceeded  his  triumphant  entry 
into  Jerufalem.  This  the  Jefuits  who  firft  entered 
Paraguay,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  have  never  loft  fight 
of ;  and  they  have  found  their  advantage  in  it. 

Santiago,  at  this  time,  contained  five  hundred 
families  ^  and  the  country  about  it,  which  is  very 
delightful,  befides  being  well  peopled  with  Indians, 
was  every  day  filling  with  new  Spanifh  fettlements. 
Yet,  the  biihop  had  but  five  fecuiar,  and  a  few  re- 
gular, priefts,  that  he  could  depend  upon  ;  fo  that 
he  faw  himfelf  conftantly  obliged  to  go  through 
the  moft  laborious  part  of  the  church  duty,  though 
he  often  funk  under  the  burden  of  it.  Here,  there- 
fore, the  new  miliionaries  found  ample  matter  to 
employ  their  zeal.  Though  they  could  not  but  con- 
fider themfebes  as  more  particularly  fent  to  the 
Indians, ^^hey  thought  it  their  duty  to  do  fomething, 
firft,  for  the  Spaniards  \  as,  befides  their  being  do- 
mefllcs  of  the  faith,  example  could  not  but 
greatly  haften  or  retard  the  progrefs  of  their  ope- 
rations among  the  Neophytes  and  the  Infidels. 
They  divided  their  whole  time  between  preaching, 
hearing  confelTions  ;  vifiting  the  fick  ;  and  private 
conferences  ;  borrowing  from  their  fleep  what  was 
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requifite  for  thq  faying  of  their  breviary  and 
other  exercii'es  of  devotion.  The  Spaniards  lifteued 
to  them  with  fuch  refpedt ;  and  apphed  to  them  with 
fuch  confidence  ;  that  the  place  foon  wore  a 
different  afpe6t  ;  the  ftreets  and  houfes  refounding 
both  day  and  night,  with  fpiritual  canticles.  The 
bifhop  contributed  fo  zeaioufly  to  the  fuccefs  of 
their  labours,  not  only  by  precept  but  example, 
that  the  joy  with  which  his  heart  overflowed  could, 
alone,  fupport  him  under  fo  many  fatigues. 

The  Indians  had  next  their  turn.  Father  An- 
gulo  was  per  fed:  mailer  of  the  Quitchoane  lan- 
guage, current  among  them  ;  and  Father  Barfena 
had  learned  that,  which  was  peculiar  to  them  ;  fo 
that  both  were  in  a  condition  to  be  under  flood  by 
them  all.  The  refpedt  and  confidence,  of  which 
the  Spaniards  gave  them  the  fmcereft  demonflra- 
tions,  infpired  the  natives  with  fuch  an  opinion  of 
them,  that  they  flocked  about  them  in  crowds^ 
whofe  holy  importunities  the  miflionaries  themfelves 
were  furprized  at  their  being  able  to  anfwer.  After 
fome  time  fpent  in  this  manner,  father  Angulo 
thought  proper,  that  Father  Barfena  fhould  return 
to  Efteco,  with  a  fecular  prieft;  named  to  the  parilh 
of  that  place,  in  order  to  affifl:  him  ;  and,  likewife, 
begin  a  miflion  among  the  Indians  of  its  diftrid, 
who  lived  in  fifty  hamlets,  at  a  confiderable  difl:ance 
one  from  the  other,  and  fepa rated  by  mountains 
and  marllies,  which  rendered  the  communication 
between  them  very  difagreeable  and  difiicult. 

An  .apofl:ate  and  vagabond  monk  had  appeared, 
fome  time  before,  among  thefe  Indians ;  and,  though 
he  did  not  know  a  fmgle  word  of  their  language, 
had  baptized  a  great  number  of  them,  who  thus 
became  chrifl:ians,  without  knowing  what  chriflian- 
ity  was  ;  and  profaned  the  holinels  of  the  charadler 
they  had  received,  by  continuing  to  pradlice  their 
antient  fuperflitions,  and  follow  the  bent  of  their 
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brutal  appetites.  Thefe  the  milTionary  thought 
bell  entitled  to  his  lirfl  labours  ;  and,  in  the  fpace 
of  nine  months  that  he  fpent  in  vifiting  their  ham- 
lets with  brother  Viilegas,  he  not  only  made  true 
chriflians  of  them,  but  added  to  their  number  be- 
tween fix  and  feven  thoufand  well  inftru6ted  and 
very  fervent  Neophytes.  He  flattered  himfelf  with 
being  able  to  extend  his  fpiritual  conquefhs  flill 
further,  when  the  bifhop  called  him  back  to  San- 
tiago, in  order  to  fend  him,  with  Father  Angulo,  to 
Corduba,  where  they  met  with  fuch  fuccefs  a- 
mongfl  the  Spaniards  of  the  town,  and  the  Indians  of 
the  neighbourhood,  as  furpalTed  their  own  hopes 
and  thofe  of  the  prelate. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  reinforcement  of  Jefuits 
arrived  at  Corduba  from  Brazil.  It  confifted  of 
the  Fathers,  Leonard  Armenio,  an  Italian  ;  Juan 
Salonio,  of  Valencia,  in  Spain ;  Thomas  Filds, 
a  Scotchman  -,  Stephen  de  Grao,  a  Portugueze  ;  and 
Emmanuel  de  Ortega,  another  Portuguefe  trained 
up  to  an  apoftolic  life  under  the  famous  Father 
Anchieta.  Father  Armenio,  the  fuperior  of  them, 
on  his  arrival  at  Corduba,  reprefented  to  the  mif- 
fionaries  he  found  there  contrary  to  his  expectation, 
that,  as  Tucuman  could  be  more  eafily  fupplied 
with  miflionaries  from  Peru,  than  from  Brazil, 
where,  befides,  there  was  more  work,  and  Portu- 
gal could  fupply  a  fufficient  number  of  labourers 
for  ;  and,  as  this  mixture  of  Spanifh  and  Portu- 
guefe miffions  would  not,  perhaps,  be  approved  by 
the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Lifbon,  though  thefe  two 
kingdoms  v/ere  united  under  one  fovereign,  he 
was  refolved  to  return  to  Brazil,  but  v/ithout  ob- 
liging any  body  to  follow  him  ;  and,  accordingly. 
Father  de  Grao  was  the  only  perion,  v  ho  did  not 
chufe  to  feparate  from  him.  Father  Ortega  re- 
mained at  Corduba,  with  Father  Barfena  ;  and  Fa- 
ther Angulo  took  Father  Salonio  and  Father  Filds 
with  him  to  Santiasro. 

When- 
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When  Don  Jerom  Lewis  de  Cabrera 
J 5^°'    founded  the  city  of  Corduba,  there  were 
no  lefs  than  forty  thoufand  Indians  m  the  diflri6\: 
he  afligned   it  -,  but  this  number   foon   began  to 
lelTen.     The  Spaniards  behaved  with  fo  much  bar- 
barity towards  thefe  unhappy   creatures,    whom 
fear  alone  had  brought  under  fubjedtion  to  them, 
that  many  perillied  with  grief  and  fatigue  ;  and 
many    more    deferted.     The    fhortefl    way    to 
retain  thofe  who  remained,  and  make  them  wifh 
to  be  inflru(5led  in  the  myfleries  of  the  chriflian  re- 
ligion, was  by  gentlenels  and  by  prefents  ;  fo  that 
the  poverty  of  the  two  miilionaries,  not  permitting 
them  to  ufe  the  latter,  they  were  obliged  to  em- 
ploy an  extraordinary  degree  of  the  former. 

Several  infidels  had  been,  likev/ife,  baptifed 
in  this  country,  without  any  previous  inllruc- 
tion.  The  Spaniards  would  fain  appear  zealous  to 
propagate  the  gofpel,  while  they  were  really  doing 
all  that  lay  in  their  pov/er  to  fhop  its  progrefs.  The 
firfl  thing,  therefore,  the  mifl'ionaries  did,  was  to 
convince  the  Neophytes  of  what  the  mafters  lliculd 
have  begun  by  telling  them,  that  v/e  m.uft  not 
judge  of  the  chrifbian  religion  by  the  condud  of 
thoie  who  profefs  it  ;  and  in  this  they  fucceeded 
beyond  their  expedtation,  fo  that,  in  lefs  than  fix 
months,  all  the  neighbourhood  of  Corduba  was 
peopled  with  catechumens. 

After  fome  other  excurfions  made  by  the  new 
miilionaries,  which,  joined  to  their  former  labours, 
ingratiated  them  fo  much  with  Don  Francis  Victo- 
ria, that  he  appointed  Father  Barfena  his  vicar-ge- 
neral, with  an  unlimited  power.  The  Fathers,  Sola- 
nio,  de  Ortega,  and  Filds,  repaired  to  the  Affump- 
tion,  at  the  requeft  of  the  bifhop  of  that  place  ;  were 
received  there  with  the  fame  honours  that  had  been 
paid  to  Father  Barfena  and  Father  Angulo  at  S-3  i- 
tiago ;  and  exerted  themfelves  equally  to  the  ad  an- 
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tage  of  both  Spaniards  and  natives  ;  fo  that,  in  th^ 
fpace  of  three  months,  neither  were  to  be  known 
for  the  fame  men.  They  then  turned  their  views 
upon  the  eafl:ern  Guayra.  But,  as  it  was  not  pro- 
per they  fhould  all  leave  the  capital  together.  Fa- 
ther Salanio  continued  in  it,  whilfl  the  two  others 
embarked  on  the  Paraguay  for  that  country. 

After  failing  for  Ibme  time  on  the  Paraguay, 
they  landed  on  the  right  fhore,  and  travelled 
a  foot,  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  before  they 
reached  its  neareft  towns.  This  country,  probably, 
derives  it  name  from  that  of  the  Guaranis  who  in- 
habit it,  they  being  often  called  Guayranis. 

These  Indians  lived  in  towns,  that  were  pretty 
populous,  and  the  Caciques  of  which  by  being 
hereditary,  and  independent  one  on  the  other,  had 
a  great  deal  of  authority  over  their  fubjeds.  Some- 
times, however,  as  it  happens  in  ail  nations  more 
addicted  to  the  arts  of  war  than  thofe  of 
peace,  private  perfons  acquired  this  rank  by  their 
valour  ;  and  not  feldom  by  a  fingle  facility  in 
fpeaking  well  the  language  of  the  country,  which, 
according  to  Father  Montoya,  v^ho  was  perfedt 
mafler  of  it,  yields,  in  nothing,  to  any  of  the  fineft 
we  are  acquainted  with.  The  chief  prerogatives 
enjoyed  by  the  Caciques  confilled  in  a  right  to  tlie 
labour  of  their  fubjeds,  for  the  purpofes  of  agri- 
culture ;  and  the  ufe  of  their  daughters  when  they 
required  it. 

At  the  death  of  a  Cacique,  it  was  lawful  for 
one  of  his  brothers  to  marry  the  widow  ;  but  this 
feldom  happened.  In  general,  thefe  Indians  did 
not  approve  fach  marriages  between  near  relations; ; 
and  the  men  among  them,  who  have  embraced 
the  chriilian  religion,  never  marry  any  of  their 
relations,  even  within  thofe  degrees  with  which  the 
church  readily  difpenfes.  But  the  Caciques  could 
have  more  wives  than  one.     As   to  their  religion, 

they 


OF    PARAGUAY.  203 

they  acknowledge  but  one  God ;  for  if  they  ex- 
preifcd  any  veneration  for  the  bones  of  their  jug- 
glers whom  they  had  feen  perform  fuch  things 
in  their  life  time,  as,  in  their  opinion,  furpafied  the 
flirength  of  nature,  they  by  no  means  confidered 
them  as  divinities,  though  the  Ipecies  of  worfhip 
they  paid  them,  differed  but  little  from  that,  which 
other  nations  pay  their  idols.  They  never,  how- 
ever, oitered  any  facrifices  to  God,  nor  could 
any  regular  form  of  v^'orlhip  be  difcovered  among 
them. 

They  reckoned  their  years  by  winters,  but  fel- 
dom  went  beyond  ten  without  cominitti'ng  a  mif- 
take.  They  judged  of  its  being,  time  to  rife  when 
the  pleiades  began  to  make  their  appearance  a- 
bove  the  horizon.  They  imagined  there  was 
a  tiger  and  a  great  dog  in  the  heavens,  which 
devoured  the  moon  and  the  fun,  as  often  as  thefe  lu- 
minaries happened  to  be  eclipfed  ;  and  fuch  events 
greatly  alarmed  them.  The  hufbands,  on  their 
wives  being  brought  to  bed,  obferved,  for  the 
fpace  of  fifteen  days,  a  rigorous  fafl ;  and  neither 
hunted  nor  converfed  with  any  one  during  that 
time,  firmly  believing,  that  the  child's  life  depend- 
ed oji  their  punctually  complying  with  this  cuitom. 
They  ufed  a  kind  of  baptifm ;  but  authors  have  not 
given  us  any  fatisfadory  account  of  it.  But  the 
ceremonies  they  obferved,  in  giving  names  to  their 
new-born  children,  will  beft  fprve  to  give  us  a  jull 
idea  of  the  favagenefsof  this  nation.  Thinking  it 
unlawful  to  perform  this  ceremony,  without  the 
death  of  a  prifoner  of  war,  they  deferred  it  till  they' 
could  make  one.  After  entertaining  him  plentifully 
for  feveral  days,  and  even  giving  him  his  choice  of 
as  many  young  girls  or  grown  up  women  as  he 
thought  proper,  they  cut  his  throat  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe,  with  great  ceremony. 
As  foon  as  he  was  dead,   every  oiie  touched  his 
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body,  or  flruck  it  with  a  flick  ;  and,  during  this 
operation,  they  gave  names  to  all  the  children  that 
had  not  as  yet  received  any.  This  done,  the  body 
was  cut  up  i  and  every  family  took  hom.e  a  piece  of 
it  to  make  into  broth,  of  which  every  one  took  a 
mouthful,  not  excepting  children  at  thebreaft,  whom 
their  mothers  took  care  to  make  partakers  of  this 
hellifh  repafb. 

Their  manner  of  receiving  perfons  returned 
from  a  long  journey,  had  fomething  very  odd  in  it. 
The  traveller,  on  entering  his  cabin,  immediately 
feated  himfelf,  without  uttering  a  fingle  fy liable  ; 
and,  the  next  moment,  the  women  began  to  walk 
round  and  round  him,  obferving,  all  the  time,  the 
fame  filence,  till,  at  lail,  they  fuddenly  bur  ft  out  in- 
to exclamations,  which  were  followed  by  a  long  re- 
lation of  all  the  difagreeable  events  that  had  hap- 
pened in  his  family,  during  his  abfence  ;  the  men 
covering  their  faces,  repeated  the  fame  things  with 
a  low  voice  ;  and  this  ceremony  lafted  a  longer  or 
ihorter  time  in  proportion  to  the  efteem  they  had 
for  the  traveller.  At  laft,  they  all  congratulated 
him  on  his  happy  arrival,  and  entertained  him  in  the 
beft  manner  they  were  able. 

The  women,  on  the  death  of  their  hufbands, 
ufed  to  throw  themfelves  from  fome  eminence  high 
enough  to  cripple  them  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  Indians  believed  that  the  foul,  on  its 
leaving  the  body,  never  wandered  at  any  great  dif- 
tance  from  it,  but  kept  it  company  in  the  grave, 
where  thsy,  accordingly,  left  a  vacancy  for  it  to  re- 
fide  in.  The  firft  who  embraced  the  gofpel  could 
fcarce  be  prevailed  upon  to  renounce  this  practice  ; 
and  chriftian  women  have  been  pretty  often  difco- 
vered  going  privately  to  the  graves  of  their  children 
or  hufbands,  in  order  to  fift  the  mould  over  them, 
as  their  fouls,  they  faid,  would  be  too  much  bur  - 
thened  without  this  precaution. 

When 
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When  a  girl  was  old  enough  to  be  married, 
they  put  her  into  the  hands  of  a  woman,  who,  for 
eight  days  together,  employed  her  in  the  moll  la- 
borious talks  ;  fed  her  very  ill ;  and  withal,  never 
gave  her  a  moment*s  reft.  By  her  manner  of  bear- 
ing this  tryal,  they  judged  if  fhe  was  laborious,  and 
otherwife  qualified  to  undertake  the  care  of  a  fa^ 
mily.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  they  cut  oS* 
her  hair  ;  decked  her  out  with  all  the  ornaments  the 
fex  is  fo  fond  of;  and  declared  her  marriageable. 
It  would  have  been  criminal  in  a  young  woman  to 
keep  company  with  a  man  before  fhe  had  pafTed 
through  this  tryal ;  or,  at  leaft,  (he  muft  have  done 
it  very  privately  to  efcape  punifhment. 

The  Guaranis  placed  great  faith  in  certain  men, 
who,  at  once,  aded  the  part  of  fortune-tellers  and 
phyficians,  pretended  to  draw  certain  informations 
of  what  was  to  happen  from  the  fmging  of  birds, 
and  to  have  received  from  heaven  the  power  of  cu- 
ring all  manner  of  difeafes.  Their  whole  q^i  ickery, 
however,  confifted  in  fucking  the  part  afflided,  and 
then  pretending  to  extract  from  it  fomething,  which 
they  had  the  precaution  of  taking  into  their  mouths 
before  they  went  to  work,  but  produced,  with  the 
greateft  alTurance,  as  the  caufe  of  all  the  patient's 
illnefs,  whofe  imagination  they  greatly  calmed  by 
this  ftratagem.  This,  no  doubt,  was  doing  a  great 
deal.  Befides,  they  never  worried  their  patients  with 
drugs  and  operations,  fo  that,  if  they  did  not  afTift 
nature,  neither  did  they  obftrud  her ,  and  if  they 
did  not  cure,  neither  did  they  kill,  their  patients. 
The  Guaranis  had  likewife  their  conjurers,  who 
boafted  a  power  of  killing  whoever  they  thought 
proper ;  and  had,  in  fa<5t,  fo  far  bewitched  num- 
bers, as  to  make  them  believe,  that  feveral  had 
been  carried  off  by  the  fecret  power  of  their  in- 
cantations ;  fo  that  it  was  fometimes  enough  for  a 
man  to  have  an  enemy,  to  be  feized  with  a  panic, 
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and  even  die  of  it,  if  he  had  not  wherewith  to  bribe 
thefe  impoflors. 

The  province  inhabited  by  the  Guaranis,  of 
whom  we  have  been  fpeaking,  for  there  are  other 
Guaranis,  as  we  faid  before,  difperfed  almoll  all 
over  this  part  of  South  America,  refembling,  more 
or  lefs,  in  manners  and  cuftoms  the  nations  among 
whom  they  are  fettled;  the  original  province  of 
Guayra,  1  mean,  to  which  Father  Salonio  and  Fa- 
ther Filds  were  now  travelling,  is  almofl  equally  di- 
vided by  the  tropic  of  Capricorn ;  and  is  bounded, 
to  the  Eaft,  by  Brazil ;  to  the  North,  by  a  very 
low  and  wet  country  covered  with  trees,  but  as 
yet  very  liLiie  known,  though  very  populous  ;  to 
the  South,  by  the  Uruguay  ;  and  to  the  Weft,  by 
the  Paraguay,  though  between  the  Guaranis  and 
this  laft  river  there  are  feveral  nations,  moft  of 
whom  live  a  wandering  life.  The  weather  of 
Guayra  is  almoft  every  where  unequal  and  incon- 
ftant  i  the  air,  in  general,  unwholefome ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, fevers  are  very  common  here.  It  natu- 
rally produces  feveral  fruits,  as  the  guembe,  the 
grenadilla,  and  dates  of  a  very  bitter  tafte.  All  the 
plains  and  low-lands  are  very  fertile  in  pulfe,  roots, 
manioc,  maiz,  and  other  plants,  which  require  lit- 
tle culture.  It,  likewife,  abounds  v/ith  many  trees 
fit  for  building,  particularly  cedar,  and  every  other 
fpecies  of  pine  and  fir,  in  whofe  hollows  honey  and 
wax  are  found  in  great  abundance.  As  to  animals, 
it  has  all  thofe  already  mentioned  in  the  general 
defcription  of  Paraguay.  To  conclude,  this  pro- 
vince is  watered  by  feveral  rivers,  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  of  v/hich,  next  to  the  Parana,  are  the 
Parapane^  which  receives  feveral  other  fmaller 
ones  ;  and  the  Guibay^  upon  which  formerly  ftood 
Villarica,  pretty  near  its  difcharge  into  the  Parana, 
to  which  all  the  other  rivers  of  this  province  are 
tributarv. 

There 
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There  are  certain flones  in  the  province  of  Gu- 
ayra,  which  for  fome  years  were  greatly  cried 
up.  They  are  found,  at  a  confiderable  diflance 
under  the  furface  of  the  earth,  inclofed  in  a  very 
hard  crufl  of  an  oval  figure.  It  is  aflured,  that, 
when  they  have  acquired  their  proper  fize,  they 
fhiver  their  covering  to  pieces,  with  a  report  equal 
to  that  made  by  a  bomb  in  burfling,  and  iflue  forth 
in  the  form  of  a  tranfparent  flone  v/ith  a  very  line » 
luflre.  But  they  are  not  all  of  one  colour.  Some  are 
green,  fome  of  a  violet  colour,  but  mofl  of  them  red. 
There  is  fo  much  regularity,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
fo  much  variety  in  their  form,  that  one  can  hardly 
be  perfuaded  that  they  are  the  v/ork  of  nature.  But 
all  their  beauty  is  fuperficial  ;  for,  at  bottom,  they 
are  of  no  more  value  than  thofe  found  in  the 
country  of  Liege.  The  Spaniards,  however,  were 
at  firft  fo  much  deceived  by  their  luftre,  that  feve- 
ral  had  well  nigh  thrown  up  their  fettlements 
to  carry  quantities  of  them  into  Spain,  thinking  to 
make  their  fortunes  by  them.  And,  in  fadt,  as 
foon  as  the  news  of  this  difcovery  reached  that 
kingdom,  it  was  given  out,  that  Paraguay  was  full 
of  amethyfts,  carbuncles,  and  emeralds.  But  none 
were  deceived,  except  fuch  as  made  mofl  hafle  to 
be  firfl  at  market. 

The  guembe,  which  I  mentioned,  is  an  oblong 
fruit,  pointed  at  both  ends,  and  a  palm  in  breadth. 
It  is  full  of  little  yellowifh  grains,  which  tafle  very 
fweet  when  only  fucked,  but,  when  broke  between 
the  teeth,  throw  out  a  juice,  whofe  bitternefs 
is  not  to  be  fupported.  It  appears  that  the  plaift 
bearing  this  fruit  is  a  kind  of  bean,  which  faflens 
upon  trees,  and  grows  to  a  great  height.  The 
grains  of  this  fruit  when  they  happen  to  fall  upon 
the  bark  of  a  rotten  tree,  immediately  Ihoot 
out  into  threads,  which,  falling  to  the  ground, 
immediately  take  root  there,  and  produce  plants  of 
the  •  fame  fpecies. 

I  SAID 
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I  s  A I D  that  the  dates  of  this  country  are  bitter ; 
notwithflandixHg  which,  fome  authors  pretend,  that 
they  make  wine  of  them,  and  a  very  nourifhing 
kind  of  broth.  The  palm-trees,  which  bear  them, 
and  are  to  be  found  at  every  ftep,  are  a  great  re- 
fource  to  diflrefied  travellers,  as  the  pith  of  them 
is  both  palatable  and  nourilhing. 

The  wild  bears  of  Guayra,  as  well  as  of  fome 
other  parts  of  Paraguay,  have  their  navels  on  their 
backs  ;  but,  perhaps,  it  has  not  been  obferved  any 
where  elfe,  this  part  mufh  be  cut  off  the  mo- 
ment the  bead  is  dead,  as,  otherwile,  it  would  foon 
infect  the  whole  carcafe.  It  is  not  lefs  furprizing, 
that,  though  the  honey  of  this  province  is  excellent, 
no  means  have  been  hitherto  found  to  bleach  the 
wax  found  along  with  it. 

Such  was  the  country,  where  Father  Filds  and 
Father  de  Ortega  undertook  to  preach  Jefus 
Chrift.  They,  firfl,  repaired  to  Ciudad  Real, 
where  they  learned,  on  their  arrival,  that  not  a 
fingle  priefl  had  been  feen  there  for  fever al  years 
pafl ;  and,  accordingly,  they  met  with  many  inha- 
bitants, who  had  fcarce  any  thing  chriflian  about 
them  but  the  name.  After  employing  a  whole 
month  in  catechifmg,  preaching,  and  hearing 
confeflions,  in  order  to  prepare  them  to  partake 
worthily  of  the  holy  myfteries,  they  fet  out  for 
Villarica,  where  the  inhabitants  laboured  under 
the  fame  fpi ritual  difbrefs  ;  and  they  had  the  com- 
fort of  adminifhring  equal  relief  to  them.  This 
done,  they  vifited  the  Indian  towns  and  villages, 
which  were,  in  a  more  particular  manner,  the  ob- 
ject of  their  miffion,  and  followed  the  wandering 
Guaranis  through  their  forefls,  and  over  their 
mountains.  Having  fpent  feveral  months  in  thefe 
excurfions,  they  returned,  by  tlieir  fuperior  Father 
Sale  nio's  orders,  to  the  AfTumption,  with  the  glad 
tidingSp  that  they  had  left  behind  them  two  hun- 
dred 
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dred  thoufdnd  Indians,  quite  ripe  for  the  kingdom 
of  Chrifl. 

P  The  plague  now  raged  to  a  great  degree 

^^  ^'  in  this  Capital,  and  had  even  gained  tlie  ad- 
joining fettlements.  But,  though  it  carried  off 
numbers,  three  Jefuits  exerted  themfelves  fo  much, 
that  none  died  without  confelhon  ;  and,  during  the 
nine  months  it  lafled,  nine  thoudmd  raoribond  In- 
dians received  baptifm.  In  the  mean  time,  Father 
de  Ortega  having  received  notice,  that,  thirty 
leagues  beyond  Villarica,  there  were  a  great  num- 
ber of  wandering  Guaranis,  who  had  been  formerly 
bap:ized,  but  who  did  not  even  know  what  bap- 
tilm  was,  and,  befides,  greatly  molefled  the  Spa- 
niards, he  fet  out  in  queft  of  them.  -,  and,  having 
at  lafl  met  them,  made  them  fenfible  of  the  obliga- 
tions they  liad  contracted  in  receiving  that  facta- 
ment.  He  then  repaired  to  Villarica,  whofe  com- 
mandant, being  defirous  to  gain  over  a  great  In- 
dian town  in  the  neighbourhood,  concluded  with 
great  reafon,  that  the  bell  way  to  do  it  was  to 
make  chrillians  of  its  inhabitants.  He  found  no 
difficulty  in  prevailing  on  the  millionary  tojoin  him 
in  an  expedition  for  thar.  purpoie.  Father  de  Or- 
tega inrtrudled  and  baptized  four  hundred  of  the 
inhabitants  ixi  a  very  fhort  time ;  but,  at  laftj 
when  he  lead  fufpected  it,  providentially  difcovered 
aconfpiracy  formed  againfl:  his  own  and  the  gover- 
nor's life,  which  obliged  them  to  retire  with  fome 
precipitation.  The  hidians  who  waited  on  the  go- 
vernor, having  remained  behind,  paid  for  their 
mafler's  elcape,  and  were  all  murdered. 

Father  de  Ortega,  at  his  return  to  Villarica, 
found  there  Father  Filds,  who  was  come  to  bring 
him  back  to  the  AlTumption  by  Father  Salonio's 
orders  ;  but  the  Spaniards  and  the  Neophytes 
would  not  confent  to  part  with  them  ;  and,  on  their 
fuperior,  to  whom  a  courier  was  immediately  dif- 
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patched  for  that  purpofe,  confenting  to  their  ftay^ 
they  immediately  built  a  houfe  and  a  chapel  for 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  a  revolt,  which  broke 
out  among  the  Calchaquis,  contributed  greatly  to 
make  the  inhabitants  of  Tucuman  confider  the 
new  milTionaries  as  men  equally  ufeful  to  fecure 
the  repole  of  the  Spaniards  in  thefe  provinces,  and 
ellablilh  the  chrifbian  religion  among  the  natives. 
There  are  in  this  continent  two  nations  known  by 
the  name  of  Calchaquis,  who,  though  they  now 
live  at  a  confiderable  diflance  afunder,  originally 
formed  but  one,  which,  for  a  long  time,  was  en- 
tirely confined  to  one  of  the  vallies  between  the 
mountains  of  Peru,  to  the  Weft  of  Salta,  which 
to  this  day  retains  the  name  of  the  valley  of  Cal- 
chaqui.  Thefe  barbarians,  had,  for  feveral  years, 
proved  very  troublefome  neighbours  to  the  Spa- 
niards, till,  at  length,  Don  Alphonfo  Mercado 
and  Villacorta,  being  for  the  fecond  time  governor 
of  Tucuman,  defeated  them  in  1565,  when  part 
of  them  fled  towards  Buenos  Ayres,  where  their 
pofterity  ftill  remains.  The  reft  were  tranf- 
ported  to  the  frontiers  of  Chaco,  and  given  in 
command. 

J^   _  But  the  laft,  unable  to  bear  any  Ion- 

^  "  ^  '  ger  the  drudgery  of  the  perfonal  fervice 
required  from  them,  mutinied,  and  took  refuge  in 
the  mountains,  from  whence  they  made  frequent 
excurfions  into  the  Spanifh  fettlements.  Don  Juan 
Ramirez  de  Velafco,  fucceflbr  to  Don  Alphonfo, 
undertook  to  force  them  in  their  ftrong  holds  ;  or, 
at  leaft,  oblige  them  to  remain  quiet  ;  and  in- 
vited Father  Barfena  to  accompany  him  in  the 
expedition.  The  millionary  confented  in  hopes 
of  meeting  with  fome  opportunity  of  preaching 
Jefus  Chrift  to  them  \  nor  was  he  entirely  dif- 
appointed. 

The 
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The  governor,  being  but  little  acquainted  with 
the  couniry,  in  a  lliort  time  found  himfelf  engaged 
in  feme  defiles,  where  the  enemy  had  the  pre- 
caution to  place  a  flrong  party  ;  and  was  in  the 
utmofl  danger  of  being  cut  off  with  all  his  troops, 
when  Father  Barfena  undertook  to  extricate  him. 
For  this  purpofe,  he  fet  out,  alone,  for  the  place 
where  the  Calchaquis  were  pofled;  and  having 
happily  reached  them  at  the  top  of  a  high  moun- 
tain, notwithitanding  all  their  endeavours  to  inter- 
cept him,  he  furprifed  them  fo  much  by  his  bold- 
neis,  that  they  gazed  on  him  like  fo  many  ftatues. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  addreifed  them  with  fo  much 
.mildnefs,  and  in  fo  engaging  a  manner,  that  he 
foon  prevailed  upon  them  not  to  moleft  the  Spa- 
niards any  longer  ;  promifmg,  on  his  fide,  that,  as 
long  as  they  remained  quiet,  the  Spaniards  fhould 
never  attempt  to  give  them  the  leall  diflurbance. 

Not  fatisfied  with  this  fuccefs,  he  remained 
with  them  fometime  longer  for  the  nobler  purpofe 
of  fcattering  the  feed  of  the  gofpel  amongft  them  ; 
after  which  he  fet  out  for  the  country  of  the  In- 
dians called  Lulles,  among  whom  he  expedted  to 
find  the  fpiritual  harvefh  in  great  forwardnefs,  as 
fome  of  them  had  been  civilized  and  baptifed  by 
Saint  Francis  Solano,  though,  on  being  cruelly 
treated  by  the  Spaniards  to  whom  they  had  been 
given  in  command,  they  difperfed  again.  It  is  pro- 
bable, the  Calchaquis  fet  out  for  their  valley  foon 
after  his  departure ;  at  leaft,  we  fhall  find  them 
there  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory. 

Of  all  the  barbarians  of  the  new  world,  thefe 
Lulles  were,  perhaps,  the  moft  barbarous,  fince  the 
women  amongft  them,  though  ever  willing  to  give 
their  breaft  to  puppies  that  happen  to  have  loft 
their  dam,  cannot  be  prevailed  to  give  them  the  one 
to  the  offspring  of  another,  fo  that  it  is  a  common 
thing  amongft  them,  when  a  womar^  happens  to 
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die  with  a  child  at  her  breaft,  to  bury  it  along  with 
her,  for  want  of  fome  other  woman  to  give  it  fuck. 
To  this  want  of  the  feelings  moft  common  to  man 
and  beaft,  they  added  the  greateft  averfion  for  any 
kind  of  reftraint ;  for,  though  they  had  their  ca- 
ciques like  other  nations,  th^^  allowed  them  no  au- 
thority but  in  time  of  war,  when  it  was  impoflible 
to  do  without  them.  At  other  times,  every  man 
was  his  own  mafter ;  even  the  fathers  of  families 
had  no  more  power  than  any  other  perfon  belong- 
ing to  it.  Their  marriages  were  no  way  binding  ; 
the  leaft  whim  was  fufficient  to  part  hufband  and 
wife,  and  the  children  paid  no  obedience  to  either, 
Proftitution,  moreover,  and  artificial  abortions  v/ere 
confidered  as  indifferent  acftions  ;  a  girl's  title  to  a 
hulhand  never  fufFered  by  her  deftroying  the  un- 
happy fruit  of  her  diforders ;  and,  accordingly,  an 
univerfal  diiTolutenefs  of  manners  prevailed,  even 
among  the  youngeft  members  of  this  ftrange  nation. 
People  of  this  character  are  not  made  to  live  in  fo- 
cicty ;  and,  accordingly,  every  family  lived  apart^ 
never  uniting,  but  to  celebrate  fome  feftivals,  which 
they  did  with  rites  v/hich  modefty  forbids  us  to 
mention  ;  and  in  defence  of  their  liberty,  the  only 
thing  they  are  jealous  of ;  fo  that  they  never  attack 
any  one  on  any  other  account. 

The  country  inhabited  by  the  Lulles  is  fo  dry, 
that  for  feveral  months  together  they  have  no  wa- 
ter, but  what  they  receive  diredlly  from  the  clouds  y 
or  find  in  water  melons,  whofe  feeds  they  fow  in 
great  plenty  ;  and  in  a  certain  root  they  call  Tacol^ 
v/hich  fupplies  them  with  large  quantities  of  that 
ufeful  element.  The  flefh  of  this  root  is  white, 
and  has  a  very  agreeable  tafte ;  at  lealt,  they 
think  fo. 

Such  was  the  nation,  which  Father  Barfena  flat- 
tered himfelf  with  being  able  to  gain  over  to  the 
gofpel,  on   his  hearing  that   there  were  already 

fome 
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fome  chriflians  among  them  ;  and  he,  accordingly? 
entered  their  country  with  that  zeal,  which  had 
been  fo  fuccefsful  among  others,  when  Father  Juan 
Fonte,  a  new  fuperior  lately  arrived  from  Peru  with 
Father  Baptifle  Agnafco,  recalled  him  to  Tucuman, 
on  the  report  of  his  health  and  his  ftrength  being 
greatly  impaired,  and  the  Lulles  having,  befides, 
confpired  to  take  away  his  life.  He  v/as,  after- 
wards, ordered  to  halt  at  St.  Michael,  which  lay 
in  his  way,  while  the  fuperior  himfelf,  with  Father 
Angulo  his  predeceffor,  took  up  his  pofh  near  the 
Red  River  in  the  diflrid:  of  the  Conception. 

It  was  the  adelantade  Don  Alphonfo  de  Vera, 
who  had  formed  the  projedl  of  this  mifTion,  with 
a  view  of  colledling,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
city,  as  many  of  the  natives  of  Chaco,  as  he  pof- 
fibly  could,  in  order  to  form  them  into  towns,  and 
by  that  means  facilitate  their  total  converfion. 
Nothing  could  be  better  contrived  than  this  plan  ; 
and,  if  it  had  been  purfued,  half  the  inhabitants  of 
Chaco  would  have  been  chriflians  thefe  feveral  years 
pafl.  But  the  great  fcarcity  of  miflionaries,  and, 
ftill  more,  the  fcandalous  lives  of  the  ancient  chri- 
ftians,  their  avarice  and  their  cruelty,  made  it  mif- 
carry,  in  fpite  of  all  the  Adelantade  could  do  to 
make  it  fucceed.  The  Indians  nearefl  to  the  Con- 
ception were  a  roving  nation,  C2i\hd  Fronlones  by  the 
Spaniards,  from  a  cuftom  they  have  of  plucking 
up,  by  the  roots,  all  the  hair  on  the  fore  part  of 
their  heads,  fo  as  to  make  their  foreheads  appear 
higher  by  one-half  than  they  really  are. 

Of  the  feveral  tribes  compofmg  this  nation,  the 
leafl  barbarous  were^the  Mataras  or  Mataranes ;  and 
it  was  by  them,  chiefly,  the  adelantade  intended  to 
begin  his  laudable  fcheme  of  fecuring  the  frien'd- 
fhip  of  all  the  Indians  fubjedl  to  his  government, 
by  the  bonds  of  religion,  in  as  much  as  feveral  of 
ihem  had  been  already  baptized,  probably  by  St. 
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Francis  Solano,  or  fome  of  the  companions  of  his 
apoftlefhip ;  though  there  fcarce  remained  among 
them  the  lead  traces  of  the  chrifdian  religion. 

Don  Alphonfo  de  Vera  gave  the  mifliona- 
^°  *    ries  a  very  kind  reception  -,  but,  as  he  was  in 
hafle  to  have  all  the  Matarants  chriftians,  he  could 
not  be  fatisfied  with  their  prelence  ;  and,  therefore, 
entreated  fathei  Fonte  to  fend  for  the  Fathers  Ag- 
jiafco  and  Barfena.    It  is  incredible,  what  a  rum.ber 
of  fouls  thefe  four  labourers  gained  over  to  Jefus 
Chrifh  in  lefs  than  twelve  months,  though  a  great 
part  of  ic  was  necefTarily  fpent  in  learning  theii  lan- 
guage.   This  fuccefs  determined  them  to  penetrate 
further  into  this  barbarous  country.     But,  on  the 
reprefentaiions  of  the  Spaniards,  that  the  people 
they  intended  to  go  in  queft  of  were  no  way  dif- 
pofed  to  receive  them,  it  was  refolved  that  Father 
Fonte  and  Father  Angulo  fhould  fi:ay  behind.  *  Don 
Alphonfo  ordered  a  party  of  foldiers,  commanded 
by  his  brother  Don  Francis  de  Vera,  to  efcort  the 
other  two,  in  fpite  of  all  they  could  fay  to  prevent 
it  ;    for    they  apprehended   that   this   precaution 
would  fpoil  all  their  m.eafures ;    and  it  happened 
accordingly.     The  Mogo/nas,   the  mofh  unfettled 
and  dilToiUte  nation  among  the  Frontones,  artfully 
furprized  this  detachment ;    and  murdered  every 
foul  of  them,  their  commander  not  excepted  ;  upon 
which,  the  adelantade  being  refolved  to  revenge  his 
brother's  death,  a  war  enfued,  which  deprived  the 
miflionaries  of  all  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  their  under- 
taking,  and  made  them  fet  out  in  fearch  of  fome 
opportunity  to  exercife  their  funcl^ions  to  advantage. 
Accordingly,  after  making  fome  excurfions  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Conception  without  finding 
any  nation  difpofed  to  liften  to  them,  they  crolTed 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  marched  along  the  banks 
of  it  to  Saint  John  de  Corrientes^  a  little  town  lately 

founded. 
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founded  jufl  above  the  confluence  of  the  Paraguay 
and  the  Parana,  where  the  Spaniards  and  fome  Indi- 
ans in  the  neighbourhood  had  invited  them,  and 
amply  rewarded  their  trouble  in  coming,  by  ma- 
king the  proper  ufe  of  their  ftay  amongfl:  them. 

In  Jie  mean  time,  the  provincial  of  the 
^593'  jefuits  of  Peru  recalled  Father  Fonte  ;  and 
fent  Father  Romero  to  fucceed  him  as  fuperior  in 
Paraguay  ;  and,  along  with  him,  the  Fathers  Gafpar 
de  Monroy,  Juan  Viana,  and  Marcello  Lorencana. 
The  firfl  thing  Father  Romero  did  on  his  arrival  in 
Tucuman,  was  to  give  up  a  piece  of  ground,  that 
had  been  made  a  prefent  of  to  his  predeceffor  near 
Salta,  for  the  fubfiflence  of  the  milTionaries  of  the 
company  who  had  no  other  funds  to  depend  upon. 
His  reafons  for  taking  this  flep  were  ;  firfl,  that 
his  religious  were  too  few  to  fettle  in  any  place, 
and  make  any  thing  of  fuch  an  acquifition  ;  and, 
fecondly,  this  piece  of  ground  could  not  be  turned 
to  any  account,  but  by  procuring  Indians  to  culti- 
vate it ;  and  he  did  not  chufe  to  authorize,  by  his 
example,  the  crying  abufe  of  perfonal  fervices. 
He  then  thought  proper  to  diflribute  his  mifliona- 
ries  among  thofe  places,  where  he  imagined  their 
labours  might  be  attended  with  moft  fuccefs.  He 
ordered  the  Fathers  de  Ortega  and  Filds  to  remain 
among  the  Guaranis  ;  fent  the  Fathers  Angulo  and 
Viana  to  Santiago  -,  and  named  the  Fathers  Agna- 
fco  and  de  Monroy  for  an  expedition  among  the 
Omagtiacas^  a  nation  efl:ablifhed  on  the  frontiers  of 
Tucuman  and  Peru.  As  to  himieif,  he  fixed  upon 
no  particular  place,  in  order  to  be  always  the  rea- 
dier to  run  wherever  his  afliflance  might  be  mofl 


wanting. 


The  Omaguacas  were  a  very  fierce  and  favage 
people^  who,  after  receiving  the  gofpel,  and  fub- 
mitting  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  had  renounced  Jefiis 
Chrifl ;  thrown  off  the  Spanifh  yoke;  murdered  their 
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miiTionaries  ;  malTacred  all  the  Spaniards  they  could 
jay  their  hands  on  ;  twice  deftroyed  the  town  of  Ju- 
juy ;  and,  for  thirty  years  pafl,  were  perpetually  ma~ 
king  irruptions  into  tliis  part  of  Tucuman,  which,  in 
coniequence  of  their  depredations,  was  become  a 
mere  defart.  To  oppofe  a'  dyke  to  this  torrent,  the 
governor  of  the  province  refolved  to  begin  by  re- 
building the  town  of  Jujuy,  and  putting  it,  to  the 
beft  of  his  power,  in  a  reipccrable  condition.  Don 
Francifco  de  Arganerez,  whom  ht  had  charged  with 
this  commiirion,  after  iufficiendy  juflifying  the 
choice  that  had  been  made  of  him,  took  the^  field  ; 
rendered  the  Spaniards,  in  their  turn,  formidable  to 
the  Omaguacas ;  difpofed  the  Indians  to  receive 
miiTionaries  ;  and  reftored  tranquility  to  the  pro- 
vince, not  only  on  this  fide,  but  on  that  of  Chaco. 

It  was  two  years,  how^ever,  before  he  could 
trufh  to  their  mercy  the  miiiionaries  commiihoned 
to  bring  back  thefe  Indians  to  the  worlhip  of  the 
true  God  ;  but  they  had  enough  to  do  elfewhere, 
during  this  interval.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Fa- 
thers Barfena  and  Lorencana  no  fooner  arrived  at 
the  AlTumption,  than  they  embarked  on  the  Para- 
guay, in  order  to  remount  that  river,  and  eftablilh 
a  miliion  as  far  to  the  north  as  it  was  polfible.  They 
fpent  four  months  in  this  voyage  ;  and  had  fo  much 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  docility  of  the  Indi- 
ans they  vifited,  that,  though,  by  the  time  they  got 
back  to  the  Ailiimption,  they  were  quite  exhaufted 
with  ficknefs  and  fatigue,  they  would  have  fet  out 
immediately,  to  finifh  v/hat  they  had  fo  happily  be- 
gun, if  Father  Romero,  v/ho  was  already  arrived 
there,  had  not  detained  them. 

Father  Romero's  errand  to  the  AiTumptiop 
was  to  examine,  in  perfon,  v/hat  fervices  could  be 
dont  to-reiigion  in  the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  -, 
and  he  intended  to  make  but  a  very  fhort  flay  in  it. 
But  he  loon  found  more  work  on  his  hands  than 
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he,  at  firfl,  expected.  This,  however,  he  had  no 
reafon  to  repent.  All  his  enterprizes  for  the  fai- 
vation  of  fouls  were  crowned  with  fuccefs.  But, 
that,  which  mofl  endeared  him  to  the  inhabitants, 
was  his  reconciling  the  fecular  clergy  of  the  dio- 
cefe,  with  the  vicar  general  who  governed  it 
while  the  fee  was  vacant,  at  a  time  that  the  mif- 
underflanding  between  them  was  on  the  point  of 
breaking  out  into  a  fcandalous  rupture.  He,  after- 
wards, made  fome  excurfions  into  the  towns  of  the 
Guaranis,  that  lay  nearell  to  the  city  ;  and  acquired 
the  affection  of  the  Indians  to  fucii  a  degree, 
that,  at  his  return  to  the  AfTumption,  the  inhabi- 
tants-vied with  each  other,  v/ho  (houid  give  him 
the  firfl  and  greateft  marks  of  the  highefl  efleem 
and  the  fincereft  confidence.  The  nobility,  more- 
over, and  the  magiftrates,  taking  ii:  into  their  feri- 
ous  confideration,  what  they  might  reafonably  ex- 
ped:  from,  fix  or  feven  religious,  who,  though  they 
had  fcarce  time  to  fhew  themfelves  in  thefe  pro- 
vinces, had  fo  intirely  changed  the  face  of  them 
in  regard  to  religion  and  good  manners,  thought, 
that,  in  order  never  to  want  fuch  valuable  labour- 
ers, they  could  not  do  better  than  give  them  a  foiid 
eftablifhment  in  the  capital. 

After  deliberating,  therefore,  on  this  affair, 
without  their  knowledge,  they  took  a  refolution  to 
write  to  the  king,  the  general  of  the  company, 
and  the  provincial  of  Peru,  to  obtain  their  confent 
for  ereding  a  college  of  Jefuits  at  the  Aliumption, 
and  a  fufficient  number  of  religious  to  fill  all  the 
charges  of  one.  They  even  went  further.  For, 
as  they  made  no  doubt  of  receiving  a  favourable 
anfwer  to  their  letters,  they  im.mediately  bought, 
with  the  public  money,  a  fpot  of  ground  for  a 
houfe  and  a  church  to  fland  upon ;  and  father 
Romero,  in  fpite  of  his  reludlance  to  accept  of  an 
eflabiifhment,  as  he  judged  it  rather  premature, 
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was  obliged  to  comply,  till  the  further  pleafure  of 
his  catholic  majefly,  and  of  his  general,  fhould  be 
known.  The  work,  therefore,  was  immediately 
fet  about.  The  inhabitants,  the  women  of  the  befl 
families  not  excepted,  would  put  a  hand  to  it ;  and 
they  fpared  no  expence,  though  the  fuperior  did  ail 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  moderate  their  zeal.  The 
only  anfwer  he  could  obtain  to  all  his  reprefen- 
tations  was,  that  what  they  did,  they  did  it  for  Jefus 
Chrifl ;  and,  of  courfe,  ought  not  to  be  afraid  of  do- 
ing too  much.  At  length,  the  houfe  was  finifhed 
in  1595  ;  and,  though  the  church  ftill  wanted  fome- 
thing,  the  bleffed  facrament  was  placed  there  in  a 
decent  and  becoming  manner. 

This  great  liking  to  the  Jefuits  was 

594  5-  chiefly  owing  to  the  facility,  with  which 
they  were  known  to  handle  the  minds  of  the  moft 
untradiable  of  thofe  Indians  who  furrounded  the 
Spaniards;  and  againfl:  whom  all  force,  and  all 
fair  means  tried  by  any  other  mediators,  had  been 
hitherto  found  a  very  weak  defence.  The  Indians, 
on  the  other  hand,  flattered  themfelves,  that  the 
Spaniards  might  be  prevailed  upon  by  men,  for 
whom  they  exprelTed  fo  much  efleem,  to  treat 
them  better  than  they  had  hitherto  done.  This, 
their  own  intereft  fhould  have  engaged  the  Spa- 
niards to  do ;  for  pafl:  experience  had  fufficiently 
proved,  that  the  only  way  to  eflablifli  themfelves 
iblidly  among  fo  many  nations,  jealous  of  their 
Uberty,  was  to  better  their  condition.  But  fuch 
was  their  infatuation,  that  in  a  fliort  time,  they  be- 
gan to  think  ill  of  thofe  very  men,  whom  they  had 
lb  lately  been  crying  up  to  the  Ikies,  as  patterns  of 
every  virtue;  and  that  merely  for  pleading  the 
caufe  of  thofe  Indians,  v/ithout  whofe  friendfliip,, 
as  will  afterwards  appear,  it  was  impoflible  for  the 

Spaniards  to  live  in  the  country. 
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Father  Mcnroy,  with  a  lay  brother  Jefuit, 
called  Juan  de  Toledo,  had,  at  length,  reached  the 
Oinaguacas,  and  found  lb  lirtle  difficulty  in  gain- 
ing tiieir  attention,  that  five  towns  foon  applied 
for  inftrudlion,  and  were  fpeediiy  followed  by  fo 
many  others,  that  nothing  now  remained,  in  order 
to  erfablifh  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrifl  among  the 
Omr.guacas,  but  to  reduce  one  of  their  Caciques, 
called  Piltipicon,  who,  having  been  baptized  in  his 
infancy,  had  renounced  the  gofpel,  and  rendered 
the  Spaniards  all  the  evil  he  preiended  to  have  re- 
ceived from  them  ;  maiTacring  thnir  priefhs  ;  burn- 
ing their  churches ;,  and  ravaging;  their  fettle- 
ments.  Father  Monroy,  therefore,  armed  with 
all  that  confidence  v/hich  Jefus  Chrift  has  much 
recommended  to  the  preachers  of  his  gofpel,  re- 
folved  to  reduce,  if  pollible,  this  terrible  Cacique  ; 
and  fet  out,  alone,  to  confer  with  him.  As  foon  as 
he  came  into  the  chief's  prefence,  he  told  him,  that 
the  good  wilTies  he  entertained  for  his  real  happi- 
nefs  had  made  him  defpife  the  terrors  of  an  almoft 
certain  death,  in  order  to  engage  him  to  think  feri- 
oufly  of  his  welfare.  "  But,  then,  added  he,  you 
cannot  exped  much  honour  by  taking  away  the  life 
of  a  naked  man.  If,  contrary  to  my  expectation, 
you  will  confent  to  lillen  to  me,  all  the  advantage 
ef  our  converfation  will  be  yours  ;  whereas,  if  I  die 
by  your  hands,  an  immortal  crown  in  heaven  will 
be  my  reward." 

Piltipicon  w^as  (o  amazed,  or  rather  foften- 
ed  by  the  miflionary's  boldneis,  that  he  prefent- 
ed  him  with  a  kind  of  beer,  which  the  Oma- 
guaca  women  make  with  Maiz  v/ell  ground  be- 
tween their  teeth;  and,  however  naufeous  this 
liquor  appeared  to  the  miifionary,  he  drank  fome  of 
it.  He  then  afked  Piitipicon's  leave  to  penetrate 
further  into  the  country  to  preach  Jefus  Chrift, 
with  fome  provifions  for  his  journey.     Piltipicon 
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civilly  granted  every  thing  he  aiked.;  and  the  mif- 
fionary  found  every  where  the  fame  docility  he  had 
hitherto  experienced,  and  made  the  fame  fuc- 
cefsful  ufe  of  it.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Pil- 
tipicon ;  and  managed  him  fo  dexteroufl}^  that  he 
prevailed  upon  him  to  make  peace  with  the  Spa- 
niards on  conditions,  which  he  firfh  fettled,  and 
the  governor  of  Tucuman  afterwards  ratified  and 
confirmed. 

r  The  news  of  this  treaty  filled  the  pro- 
^°  ■  vince  with  joy,  and  procured  father  Mon- 
roy,  from  every  quarter,  praifes  and  thanks,  to 
which,  hov/ever,  he  was  altogether  infenfible,  as, 
while  the  Cacique  refufed  to  return  under  the  yoke 
of  the  gofpel,  he  could  entertain  no  reafonable 
hopes  of  being  able  to  convert  all  his  nation.  It 
was  not  long,  before  a  report  prevailed,  that  Pilti- 
picon  thought  nothing  of  the  peace  to  which  he  had 
fworn,  and  had  even  confpired  with  another  apof- 
tate  Cacique,  to  ruin,  a  third  time,  the  town  of 
Jujuy  \  and,  though  this  report  had  no  foundation, 
the  governor  of  Jujuy  thought  proper  to  put  it  out 
of  the  pov/er  of  the  Caciques  to  hurt  him ;  and  hav- 
ing then  found  means  to  draw  them  into  the  place, 
fecured  their  perfons. 

This  was  enough  to  render  the  Omaguacas  ir- 
reconcileable  \  but  father  Agnafco,  who  very  for- 
tunately happened  to  be  then  at  Jujuy,  and  father 
Monroy,  who  haftened  back  to  it,  on  the  firfl 
notice  he  received  of  the  governor's  behaviour, 
repaired  all  the  mifchief  that  had  been  done. 
The  two  prifoners  v/ere  fet  at  liberty ;  kindly  ufed 
by  the  inhabitants ;  and,  after  fome  friendly  confer- 
ences with  tlie  governor,  terminated  all  differ- 
ences by  a  fmcere  return  to  the  gofpel.  The  whole 
nation  foon  followed  their  example.  Soon  after,  the 
miiiionaries,  thinking  it  abfolutely  requifite  to  re- 
move them  from  that  part  of  the  country  they 
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now  occupied,  as  it  could  not  be  reafonably  ex- 
pe(^^d  they  (houid  long  remain  there  Without  their 
neighbours  attempting  to  feduce  them  ;  the  new 
chrillians  confented  to  this  tranfmigration  with 
more  readinefs  than  could  at  firft  be  well  exped:ed 
from  them;  and  followed  their  fpiritual  fathers  to 
a  fpot  nearer  Tucuman,  where  a  zealous  fecular 
prieft,  who  under  flood  their  language  perfedtly 
well,  was  appointed  to  govern  them. 

This  event  v/as  foon  followed  by  the  deaths  of 
father  Barfena,  in  Peru  ;  and  father  Salonio,  at  the 
AfTumption  ;  the  lofsof  whom  was  immediately  felt, 
though  their  places  were  foon  filled  up  by  others  ; 
the  call  for  evangelical  labourers  encreafmg  in 
thefe  provinces,  in  a  much  greater  proportion, 
than  it  was  poilible  to  fupply  it.  That  of  Guayra, 
efpecially,  was  become,  from  day  to  day,  more 
difpofed  to  receive  the  gofpel,  through  the 
indefatigable  zeal  of  Father  Filds  and  Father  de 
Ortega,  who,  for  eight  years  pafl,  could  almofh 
number  their  days  by  the  flocks  of  infidels  they 
brought  home  to  the  fold  of  the  fovereign  paflor 
of  fouls.  It  is  true,  this  fuccefs  coil  them  fuch 
labour  and  fatigue,  as  one  would  be  apt  to  ima- 
gine, far  exceeded  the  flrength  of  the  human  frame. 
The  journeys,  alone,  which  they  were  often  ob- 
liged to  undertake  in  quefl  of  the  infidels,  were 
fufficient  to  damp  any  zeal  lefs  than  that  which 
animated  them.  Of  this  truth  the  following  is  a 
ftriking  inftance. 

As  Father  de  Ortega  was  once  crofTing,  in  com- 
pany with  his  catechifl,  and  fome  Neophytes  and 
Catechumens,  a  plain  between  two  rivers,  of  which 
one  falls  into  the  Paraguay,  and  the  other  into  the 
Parana,  both  fuddenly  fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  all  the  lands  between  them  became,  almofl  in- 
ilantaneoufly,  one  vail  fea.     Nothing,  they  fay,  is 
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more  common  in  this  country,  than  fuch  faddcn 
inundations  ;  v/hich  are,  moreover,  too  irregular 
to  admit  of  any  precaution'  being  taken  againft 
them.  The  millionary,  therefore,  was  not  much 
furprized  at  the  prefent ;  and  thought  he  might  ef- 
cape,  by  travelling,  for  fome  time,  up  to  his  waift 
in  water,  as  he  had  often  before  been  obliged  to 
do  ;  but  he  foon  loft  ground  ;  and  v/as  forced,  in 
order  to  fave  his  life,  to  climb  up  a  tree.  The  In- 
dians, who  accompanied  him,  did  the  fame ;  but, 
as  they  had  not  precaution  enough  to  chufe  the 
higheft  trees,  the  water  foon  reached  them.  The 
Father,  more  fortunate  or  provident,  was  fafe 
enough  upon  his,  with  his  catechift,  when  the  cries 
of  his  children,  who  were  endeavouring  to  faften 
upon  the  higheft  branches,  and  were  exhaufted 
with  fatigue,  pierced  him  to  the  heart. 

The  waters  ftill  continued  to  fwell ;  and,  as  the 
travellers  had  no  provifions  about  them,  they  were 
in  the  moft  evident  danger,  either  of  perifhing 
with  hunger,  or  dropping,  through  faintnefs,  into 
the  water,  and  being  drowned.  While  the  milTion- 
ary  was  making  thefe  melancholy  refledlions,  there 
came  on  a  fliower  attended  with  thunder  and  light- 
ning, and  a  very  impetuous  wind,  which  contributed 
greatly  to  increafe  the  horrors  of  their  dreadful  fitu- 
ation.  Befides,  the  furface  of  the  water  was  co- 
vered with  tigers,  lions,  and  feveral  other  ravenous 
beafts  i  and  even  ferpents  and  vipers,  which  the 
inundation  had  likewiie  furprized.  At  length,  one 
of  thefe  reptiles,  of  an  enormous  fize,  faftened 
upon  one  of  the  branches  of  the  tree,  where  Fa- 
ther de  Ortega  was  perched  j  and  the  miifionary 
every  minute  expected  to  be  devoured  by  the 
monfter ;  v/hen,  the  branch  it  was  on  happily 
breaking,  it  fell  back  into  the  water,  and  turned 
another  way. 

The  travellers  had  now  been  two  days  in  this 
dreadful  fituation,    the  ftorm  continuing  all  the 
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time,  and  the.  waters  rather  rifmg  than  falling  •, 
when,  about  midnight,  the  millionary  perceived, 
by  means  of  the  flafhes  that  filled  the  heavens,  one 
of  his  Indians  fwimming  towards  him  by  the  fame 
light ;  and  crying  out,  as  foon  as  he  was  near 
enough  to  be  heard,  that  three  Catechumens  and 
three  chriftians  were  on  the  point  of  expiring  j  and 
moft  earneftly  requefled  his  ailiftance.  Upon  this. 
Father  de  Ortega,  having  firft  tied  his  catechift  to 
the  tree,  the  poor  man  being  no  longer  in  a  con- 
dition to  fupport  himfelf,  and  then  confefTed  him, 
threw  himfelf  into  the  water  to  follow  the  Indian 
who  came  to  call  him  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  the  waves, 
and  the  branches  of  trees,  mofh  of  them  covered 
all  over  with  thorns,  one  of  which  ran  quite 
through  his  thigh,  he  reached  the  catechumens, 
whom  he  found  hanging  by  their  arms  to  the 
branches  ^  he  baptized  them  in  that  pofture  ;  and 
the  next  moment,  had  the  mortification  of  feeing 
them  fall  into  the  water,  where  it  was  impoflible 
to  fave  them  from  drowning.  He  then  haftened 
to  the  three  Neophytes,  two  of  whom  perifhed  a 
few  moments  after. 

Having  thus  performed  his  ofHce,  he  fet  out 
for  his  tree,  and  got  to  it  very  feafonably  for  his 
catechift,  who  had  now  the  water  up  to  his  neck. 
He  immediately  untied  the  poor  man,  and  helped 
him  as  well  as  he  conld  to  a  higher  branch.  That 
very  evening  the  waters  began  to  fubfide  ;  and,  as 
foon  as  the  Father  could  put  his  foot  on  the  ground, 
he  fet  out  to  vifit  his  fellow  travellers  that  he  had 
left  alive.  In  the  mean  time,  his  thigh,  where  the 
thorn  flill  remained,  had  fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree, 
thi^^^t,  after  he  had  taken  a  few  fleps,  the  Indians 
were  obliged  to  carry  him  to  Viilarica  to  be  drefTed ; 
but  he  got  there  too  late  to  expert  a  perfect  cure  ; 
ib  djat  after  two  and  twenty  years  that  he  furvived 
this  accident,  his  wound,  which  could  never  be 
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perfedly  clofed,  gave  him,  from  time  to  time,  the 
greatell  uneafmefs,  He  foon,  however,  refiimed 
his  fundlions ;  and  was  called  back  with  Father 
Filds  to  the  AiTumption,  where  Father  Lorencana, 
who  had  remained  alone  there,  could  no  longer  an- 
fvver  all  the  calls  of  the  inhabitants. 

Father  Romero, in  the  mean  time,  during  eigh- 
teen months  that  he  fpent  at  Santafe,  had  endear- 
ed ^himfelf  greatly  to  both  Spaniards  and  Indians  , 
and  fo  mxuch  to  the  former,  that  they  wrote  to  the 
provincial  of  the  Jefuits  in  Peru,  to  offer  him  a 
houfe  in  their  town.  But,  though  there  arrived,  the 
year  following,  a  new  reinforcement  of  miiTionaries 
from  that  kingdom,  it  was  not  poflible  to  fix  any  of 
them  there.  The  fuperior,  v/ho  had  repaired  to 
Tucuman  to  receive  the  new  millionaries,  undertook, 
in  company  with  Father  John  Dario,  an  Italian,  and 
brother  John  Rodriguez,  a  miflion  in  the  city  of 
Corduba.  Though  the  inhabitants,  at  firfl:.,  treated 
them  very  coolly,  on  account  of  fome  umbrage  they 
had  taken  at  them  ;  on  knowing  them  better,  they 
offered  them  a  houfe  and  a  chapel  very  conveni- 
ently fituated  ;  and,  foon  after,  the  magiflrates, 
finding  that  the  chapel  was  too  fmall  to  contain  the 
crowds  that  flocked  to  it,  ordered  the  plan  of  a 
church  to  be  traced  out,  and  immediately  put  men 
to  work  at  the  foundation.  The  Indians  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  had  been  inflrudled  by  the 
Fathers  de  Ortega  and  Barfena  being  informed  by 
Father  Romero  and  his  companions,  who  went  to 
pay  them  a  vifit,  that  a  church  was  now  building 
at  Corbuba,  large  enough  to  receive  them,  when 
there  fhould  be  no  milfionaries  to  fend  to  them,  im- 
mediately offered  to  tranfport  all  the  materials  ne- 
ceifary  to  finifh  it ;  and  their  offer  being  accepted, 
it  was  foon  happily  finifhed. 

1600 
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Father  Romero  made  no  flay  at  Cor- 
duba  ;  but  fet  out,  with  Father  Monroy,  to 
carry  the  light  of  tlie  goipel  among  the  Diagmtes^ 
who  live  near  the  fouthern  extremicy  of  Tucuman. 
Tliefe  Indians,  leis  addided  to  drunkennefs  than 
their  neighbours,  had  conceived  a  very  great  ef- 
teem  for  the  Jefijits,  of  whom  they  had  heard, 
among  other  things,  that  they  did  all  that  lay  in 
their  power  to  hinder  the  Indians  from  being  ill 
lifed ;  and  this  happy  prevention  had  given  hopes 
to  a  Spanifh  gentleman,  called  John  de  Abreu, 
whofe  father  had  been  governor  of  Tucuman,  that, 
if  lie  made  his  appearance  among  them,  along 
with  the  Faihers  of  the  company,  he  would  find  it 
an  eafy  matter  to  civilize  them.  The  mifiionaries, 
on  their  fide,  who  knew  but  little  of  the  language 
of  thefe  people,  or  the  road  to  their  country,  were 
overjoyed  to  find,  in  a  man  of  his  rank  both  a  guide„ 
and  an  interpreter,  that  could  not  fail  of  render- 
ing their  miniilry  ftill  more  refpe6lable.  And  it 
happened  accordingly.  They  were  almofh  every 
where  very  well  received,  and  very  attentively  lii- 
tened  to,  till  the  king's  lieutenant  at  Saka  inter- 
fered widi  their  labouis,  through  a  falfe  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  his  Spanifli  feilow-fubjeds. 
^  This  ofiicer,  (who  had,  it  is  probable, 

received  from  tlie  governor  of  the  province 
a  general  crdLi,  to  engage  all  the  new  chriflians 
to  acknowledge  the  king  of  Spain  for  their  fove- 
reign)  having  heard  of  the  many  converfions 
wrought  among  the  Diaguites,  imagined  he  fhould 
find  no  difficulty  in  making  them  confent  to  every 
thing  prefcribed  them  in  the  name,  and  for  the  fer- 
vice,  of  his  majef!:y.  He,  therefore,  ordered  them, 
without  any  further  ceremony,  to  fend  a  certain 
number  of  labourers  to  Salta.  This  proceeding 
both  fu. prized  and  exafperated  the  Diaguites  to 
Vol.  I.  R  fuch 
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fuch  a  degree,  that  the  fathers,  after  ibme  parleys 
with  them  to  very  little  purpofe,  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  retire  to  Corduba  till  a  more  favourable  op- 
portunity. 
^  The  next  year.  Father  Paez  having  ar- 

rived at  Salta,  with  a  commifTion  from  the 
general  of  the  jefuits  to  vifit  all  the  houfes  of  his 
order  in  this  part  of  the  world,  he  immediately  after 
his  arrival,  called  together  all  the  miflionaries  dif- 
perfed  over  the  province  of  Tucuman,  and  that  ot 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  which  flill  comprehended  the  dif- 
tridt  fince  feparated  from  it  by  the  name  of  the 
province  .  of  Paraguay.  After  conferring  fepa- 
rately  with  every  one  of  them,  he  aflembled  them 
in  council,  in  order  to  fix,  in  concert  with  them^ 
upon  fome  uniform  method  to  be  obferved  in  preach- 
ing the  gofpel  to  fo  many  different  and  diflant  na- 
tions ;  as  uniform  a  method,  at  leaft,  as  the  fitua- 
tion  of  places,  and  other  circumflances  would 
admit. 

He  began  by  telling  them,  that  he  did  not  ap- 
prove their  rambling  mifTions  from  one  extremity 
of  thofe  vafl  provinces  to  another,  as  little  flrefs, 
he  thought,  could  be  laid  on  rapid  converfions ; 
which,  befides,  their  being  too  often  the  fruit  of 
a  fudden  emotion,  it  was  impoflible  to  perfed:,  in 
the  fmall  fpace  of  time  allowed  for  them ;  that 
of  this  there  was  a  very  fhr iking  inftance  in  the 
apoflleHiip  of  the  holy  Father  Francis  Solano,  flill 
living,  of  whofe  labours,  though  he  had  vifited 
every  part  of  Tucuman,  and  a  great  part  of  Chaco^ 
and  converted  in  both  a  vaft  number  of  infidels, 
there  fcarce  remained  any  traces,  on  account  of  his 
having  no  where  made  any  fixed  fettlement.  He 
then  obferved,  that  it  was  with  the  feed  of  the  gof- 
pel, as  with  that  committed  to  the  earth,  which,  after 
being  fown,  required  feveral  other  operations,  and 

the 
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the  moll  confliant  attention,  before  the  produce  of 
It  could  be  gathered  into  the  barn. 

Though  thofe,  to  whom  this  difcourfe  was  ad- 
drefled,  were,  in  the  main,  of  the  fame  opinion 
with  Father  Paez,  they  could  not,  among  other 
things,  help  reprefenting  to  him,  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  go  wherever  the  bifhops,  or  thofe 
who  governed  the  vacant  diocefes,  required 
them ;  that,  befides,  perfons  engaged  in  this  way 
of  life  vv^ere  not  alv/ays  mafters  of  themfelves,  but 
obliged  to  follow  the  fecret  impulfes  of  providence 
for  the  falvation  of  certain  predefhinated  fouls  ;  that 
their  courfes  were,  moreover,  authorized  by  the 
many  miracles  wrought  by  Father  Francis  Solano 
in  his  tranfitions  from  place  to  place ;  and  that,  after 
all,  the  milfions  they  had  made  were  very  far  from 
being  ufelefs,  fince  they  had  thereby  acquired  a  fuf- 
ficieni  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of  the  vari- 
ous difpofitions  of  the  feveral  nations,  to  whom 
they  were  to  preach  the  gofpel.  Each,  after  this, 
propofed  what  he  thought  was  befh  to  be  done,  con- 
lidering  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  in  the  vail 
country,  where  they  had  undertaken  to  ellablifh 
the  chrillian  religion  on  the  ruins  of  idolatry. 

The  vifuer  then  drew  up  fome  regulations  for 
the  condud;  of  his  brethren  in  thefe  provinces.  The 
firfh  was,  to  leave  to  the  jefuits  of  Brazil  all  the 
country  to  the  eafh  of  the  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  as  that  kingdom  lay  more  convenient,  and 
was  more  in  a  condition  than  Peru,  to  fupply  it 
widi  millionaries ;  and  fuch  miiTionaries  would, 
befides,  come  there  mailers  of  the  language  moll 
current  among  the  inhabitants.  This  project  no 
fooner  got  v/ind,  than  all  die  Spaniards  of  Tucu- 
m.an  approved  it,  and  mofl:  of  the  towns  wrote  to 
the  general  of  the  company  for  jefuits,  with  offers 
to  build  and  endow  colleges  for  them. 

R  2  But 
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But  it  was  quite  otherwife  at  the  Aflumptfarr^ 
which,  as  we  have  feen,  flands  on  the  eaflern  banks^ 
of  the  Paraguay.     The  departure  of  the  Jefuits* 
efhablifhed  there,  in  order  to  wait  on  the  vihter  at 
Salta,    was  very  varioully  interpreted.     All  ima-  . 
gined,  tliey  were  gone  never  to  return  again  -,  and 
ibme  fhev/ed,  by  their  tears  ajid  their  complaints,. 
how  fincerely  concerned  they  were  to  lofe  them, 
whilft  the  greateft  number  broke  out  into  invec- 
tives, from  v/hich  the  behaviour  of  thefe  religious 
might,  one  would  imagine,  have  been  fufficient  to 
exem.pt   them.      The   latter   gave  out,    that   the 
m.embers  of  this  new  inflitute  took  no  delight  in 
poor  colonies  ;  and  could   only  fettle   in  countries 
that  were  rich  in  themfelves,  or  lay  near  enough 
to  Peru,  to  be  enriched  by  it ;  that   if  their  zeal 
for  the  falvation  of  fouls  was  fmcere,  they  would 
not  turn  their  backs  upon  a  country,  in  which  they 
might  expedl  to  find  more  opportunities,  than  in 
any  other,  of  exercifmg  it  to  advantage,  and  in  which 
nothing  had  been  omitted  to  give  them  proofs  of 
the  moll  entire  confidence  ;  that>  after  all,  the  pro- 
mife,  with  which  they  amufed  the  inhabitants  of  the 
xlfTum.pLion  of  fending   them  Portuguefe  Jefuits, 
was  but  a  mere  pretext,  being  highly  improbable, 
that  the  ro}al  council  of  the  Indies  fhould  admit  into. 
the  fl-.ates  of  his  catholic  majefhy,  milTionaries  that 
were  not  his  natural  born  fubjeds ;  or  the  crown  of 
Lifbon  take  upon  itfelf  the  charge  of  fupplying  with 
miiHonarics  a  country,  v/hich  did  not  belong  to  it. 
This  was  a  difficulty,  upon  which,  however  obvi- 
ous. Father  Paiz,  it  feems,  had  not,  at  firft,  fuf- 
ficiently  refledted.     However,  though  he  did  not 
immediately  yield  to  the  firfl  remonilrances  againfl 
this  part  of  his  plan,  he  took  no  fteps  to  carry  it 
into  execution  ;  and   by  that   means  afforded  his 
brethren  an  opportunity  of  making  him  obferve„ 

before 
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before   it  was  too  late,  the  ill  confequences   that 
'might  attend  it. 

In    the  mean  time,  Father  de  Ortega  received 
orders  to  repair  to  Lima,  ai:  five  hundred   leagues 
diflance,  and  furrender  himfelf  to  the  lupreme  in- 
quifition  of  Peru  ;    and,  though  his  laft  journey 
of  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  leagues,  v/hich  he  had 
been  obliged  to  travel  to  reach  Salta,  had  confider- 
abiy  encreaied  his  pains,  he  immediately   fet  out. 
But  neither  his  prompt  obedience,  nor   his  apof- 
tolical  labours  in  Brazil  and  Paraguay,  could  hin- 
der his  being  (hut  up,  on  his  arrival,  in  the  prifon  of 
the  holy  office.  We  may  well  imagine,  that  the  nev/s 
<3f  this  event  afbonifhed   ail  thofe,  who   knew  any 
thing  of  his  indefatigable  zeal.     They  could   not 
conceive,  that  a  man,  who  had  done  lb  many  heroic 
things  in  the  exercife  of  his  miniftry,  and  in  whofe 
favour   heaven  had  declared  itfelf  by  feveral  mira- 
cles, could  deferve  to  be  treated  lilcea  criminal, 
efpecially  in  his  prefent  v/eak  (late  of  health.     He 
could  not  himfelf  guefs  what  he  was  accufed  of. 
However,    the  known  integrity  of  the   tribunal, 
which  treated  him  with  fo  much  rigour,  and  the 
filence  obferved  by  the  fervant  of  God  himfelf  in 
lb   mortifying   a   fituation,    hindered    the    public 
from  pronouncing  him  innocent. 

He  lay  five  months  in  prifon,  without  being  ac-» 
cufed  of  any  thing  ;  his  judges  flill  expedling,  that 
he  would  accufe  himfelf,  which,  as  his  confcience 
reproached  him  with  nothing,  it  was  impolTible  for 
him  to  do.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  his  fu- 
periors  obtained  leave  to  take  him  home,  on  con- 
dition that  they  fhould  deliver  him  up  again  when 
called  for ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  not  permit  him  to 
go  out  of  their  houfe,  or  fay  mafs,  or  fee  any  per- 
ions  but  thofe  of  his  own  order  ;    and  in  this  con- 
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dition  he  fpent  two  years.  At  length,  an  a6t  arrived 
from  Paraguay,  which  fully  juflified  him.  This 
was  a  retradtation  judicially  made,  before  feveral 
witnelfes  who  had  ligned  it,  by  an  inhabitant  of 
Villarica,  who  had  accufed  him  of  having  revealed 
his  confeilion,  but  now  declared,  on  his  death- bed, 
that  it  was  a  mere  calumny,  invented  to  puiiilli  the 
holy  man,  for  refufmg  to  abfolve  him  but  on  con- 
ditions, with  which,  however,  v/ifeandjufl,  he  was 
not  willing  to  comply. 

The  prefident  of  the  Inquifition  no  fooner  re- 
ceived this  writing,  than  he,  in  the  moil  folemn 
manner,  pubJifhed  Father  de  Ortega  s  innocence, 
and  reilored  him  to  all  his  rights  and  privileges. 
Soon  after,  Don  Gafpar  Zunida,  viceroy  of  Peru, 
cafl  his  eyes  upon  him  as  the  fittefl  man,  in  the  world, 
to  fend  to  his  toublefome  and  dangerous  neighbours 
the  Chiriguanes,  who  had  lately  applied  to  him  for 
milTionaries,  and  he,  therefore,  imagined  were,  at 
laft,  fincerely  difpofed  to  embrace  the  gofpeL 
Though  Father  de  Ortega  confidered  this  appli- 
cation as  no  better  than  a  flratagem  to  gain  tirne, 
in  order  to  renew,  with  greater  vigour,  their  hofti- 
lities  againfl  the  Spaniards,  he  thought  proper  to 
comply  with  Don  Gafpar's  requefl ;  and  immediate- 
ly fet  out  for  that  country,  with  FatherVillarnao,  ano- 
ther jefuit  ;  and  fpent  tv/o  years  among  them ;  when 
his  fiiperiors,  finding  that  his  zeal  v/as  thrown  away 
upon  them  -,  and  that,  befides,  he  was  quite  broke 
down  Vv'ith  fatigue,  they  ordered  him  to  la  Plata, 
where  he  died,  about  the  year  1624,  ^^  ^^  extreme 
old  age.  After  he  had  abandoned  the  Chiriguanes, 
Father  Auguftin  Fabio,  a  Francifcan,  attended  by  a 
lay-brother,  and  fome  other  Spaniards,  entered  their 
mountains  by  the  valley  of  Tarija,  and  v/as  happy 
enough  to  make  fome  converfions,  and  even  build 
a  church  among  them.  But,  during  a  journey 
he  v/as  obliged  to  make  to  la  Plata,  thefe  bar- 
barians 
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barians  maflacred  all  the  Spaniards  he  had  brought 
with  him  ;  drove  his  lay- brother  out  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  fo  efFedlually  fhut  up  all  the  avenues  to 
their  mountains,  that  Father  Fabio  could  never  get 
among  them  again. 


End  of  the  Fourth  Book, 
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BOOK  V. 


Jefuits  invited  back  to  the  AJJumption  ;  eftahlijhed  at 
Buenos  Ay  res.  Frejh  qiian  els  between  the  Spcini-. 
ards  and  them^  touching  the  liberty  of  the  Indians^ 
notwithjianding  the  conditions  on  which  the  Jefuits 
formed  fettlernents  amongji  both.  King  of  Spain  in- 
terpofes  his  authority  in  favour  of  the  latter.  Gua- 
ranis  civilized  and  converted  in  great  numbers  by  the 
Jefuits ;  and  formed  into  towns  ^  called  redutlions^ 
under  the  care  of  thefe  Fathers.^  but  fubje^l  to  the 
crown  of  Spain,  which  accordingly  fupports  the  mea- 
fures  taken  by  the  Jefuits,  Defer iption  of  the  re- 
dudions.  BiJJjop  of  Buenos  Ayres  vifits  them.  His 
letter  on  the  occafion  to  the  king  of  Spain. 


r  T'^Otwithftanding     all     the    invecflives 

^"  i.^  fpread  againil  the  Jefuits  at  the  M- 
fumption,  the  Magiflrates  of  that  capital,  and  the 
vicar-general  of  the  diocefe,  had  written  to  the  ge- 
neral of  the  company  to  complain  of  Father  Paez ; 
and,  foon  after,  the  new  bifhop  of  the  Affumpticn, 
Don  Martin  Ignatius  de  Loyola,  formerly  of  the 
order  of  St.  Francis,  and  nephew  to  the  Saint  of 
that  name,  wrote  to  Father  Romero,  that,  had  he 
known  the  jefuits  v/ould  abandon  his  diocefe,  he 
r^ever  would  have  accepted  the  government  of  it ; 
and,  therefore,  requeiled  him  to  fend  them  back 
directly  •,  othervvife,  he  v/ould  apply  to  his  gene- 
ral 3  and.  if  requifite,  to  his  catholic  majefty  ;  ancj 

even 
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t?ven  the  Pope  ;  to  make  him  comply  ;  and  he  v/?g, 
it  leems,  fo  much  in  earnLit,  thac  he  wiote  to  the 
general,  before  he  could  get  Father  Romeros  an- 
Iwer.  This,  however,  proved  aii  un  iecellary  trou- 
ble, as  Father  Romero,  who  could  never  relilli  Fa- 
ther Paez's  fyllem,  had  already  fent  him  Father 
Lorencana  and  Father  Jofeph  Cateldino  ;  a^d,  foon 
after,  had  the  pleaiiire  of  finding  what  he  had  thus 

done  throus;h  his  own  difcretion,  recommended  to 

•  •     •  1 

him  by  his  general  and  his  provincial. 

These  two  milFionaries  immediately  fet  out  by 
water  for  the  Aliumption  ;  but  were  wrecked  in 
the  p.aflage ;  and,  after  narrowly  efcaping  being 
drowned,  through  the  boldnefs  and  affection  of 
their  Indian  companions,  who  refcued  them  from 
the  waves  with  the  greatcfl  difficulty,  and  at  the 
hazard  of  their  ov/n  lives,  they  were  on  the  point 
of  perilhing  with  hunger,  when  they  pi*ovidentially 
difcovered  the  bifhop  going  down  the  river  to 
Buenos  Ayres.  This  prelate,  who  little  expeded 
to  meet  thofe  he  fo  much  longed  for,  embraced 
them  tenderly  ;  entertained  them  in  the  beit  man- 
ner he  was  able  ;  gave  them  one  of  his  barks  loaded 
v/ith  provifions,  to  continue  their  journey  ;  and,  at 
parting,  conferred  on  them  all  the  power  he  could  to 
the  utmoft  limits  of  his  jurifdidion,  which,  as  yet, 
extended  to  the  fea.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Af- 
fumption  received  them,  likewife,  widi  the  greatefh 
refpedV  and-  affedtion.  But  it  was  not  long  before 
they  met  with  fome  of  thofe  contradictions,  which 
Jefus  Chrifh  ordered  his  apofhles  to  confider  as  a 
ilire  mark  of  their  being  his  fervants. 

They  had,  it  feems,  declared  too  openly  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Indians,  and  againfl  the  abufe  the  Spa- 
niards made  of  the  commands,  to  enjoy  much 
longer  the  good-will  and  confidence  of  thofe,  whom 
the  moil  alarming  experience  could  not  convince, 
how  much  it  v/as  their  inteiefc  to  treat  the  natives  of 
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the  country  in  a  more  gentle  and  equitable  man- 
ner. But  what  is  to  the  lafl  degree  furprizing, 
their  diflike  broke  out  on  occafion  of  an  event, 
which  fhould  have  produced  a  quite  contrary  ef- 
fed:.  Some  Indians,  who  were  fettled  on  the 
banks  of  the  Paraguay,  and  had  been  given  in 
command,  rofe  up,  and  maffacred  feveral  Spani- 
ards. The  news  of  this  having  reached  the  capital 
in  the  governor's  abfence,  the  officer,  who  com- 
manded in  his  place,  fet  out  with  a  party  of  foldiers 
to  chaftize  them.  But  changing  his  mind  on  the 
road,  for  what  reafon  we  are  not  told,  he  fell  upon 
fome  other  Indians,  whom  he  found  unarmed, 
though  they  were  allies  to  the  Spaniards,  and  had 
always  been  faiihful  to  them;  treated  them  like 
enemies;  loaded  a  great  number  of  them  with 
chains ;  led  them,  as  it  were,  in  triumph  to  the 
capital ;  and  fold  them  for  Oaves  to  the  beft  bid- 
der. 

Father  Lorencana  thought  himfelf  bound 
not  to  pafs  over  in  filence  fo  crying  an  a(fl  of  in- 
juftice  ;  and,  finding  that  his  private  remonfhrances 
to  the  fellers  and  the  buyers  of  the  pretended  cap- 
tives, made  no  impreffion  on  them,  got  into  the 
pulpit ;  and  openly  threatened  them  with  the  anger 
of  heaven,  if  they  did  not  immediately  fet  the  poor 
Indians  at  liberty.  Upon  this,  the  treafurer  of  the 
cathedral,  who  happened  to  be  prefent,  filenced  him 
diredtly,  and  commanded  him  to  leave-  the  church. 
Father  Lorencana  obeyed  without  betraying  the 
lead  concern ;  and  this  unexpedled  moderation 
flruck  the  audience  fo  much,  that  a  buzz  of  in- 
dignation immediately  arofe  among  them  againfl 
the  treafurer,  who,  troubled  and  confounded  at 
this  mark  of  their  difapprobation,  could  fcarce 
compofe  himfelf  enough  to  own  publickly,  that  he 
had  done  wrong  to  infult  an  honefl  man,  barely  for 
being  bold  enough  to  do  his  duty. 

This 
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This  confellion,  extorted  perhaps  by  fear,  was 
fiicceeded  by  violent  agitations,  which  hindered  him 
from  enjoying,  by  day  or  night,  a  moment's  repofe  -, 
and  terminated  in  convulfions,  favouring  of  mad- 
nefs,  in  v/hich  he  expired.  Other  (hocking  cir- 
cumflances  were  related  of  his  tragical  end,  which, 
though  I  dare  not  aver  them,  as  being  founded 
merely  on  popular  report,  were  fo  firmly  believed 
by  the  multitude,  that  this  event  contributed  more 
to  the  enlargement  of  the  captives,  than  the  mofl 
pathetic  exhortations  of  the  miflionaries.  But, 
though  this  affair  terminated  in  appearance,  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Jefuits,  it  was  not  long  before 
they  difcovered  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  a 
leaven  of  diflike,  which  has  been  ever  lince  con- 
ftantly  fermenting  ;  and  has,  as  we  fhall  fee  here- 
after, often  fhewed  itfelf  by  the  mofl  farprizing 
effects. 
r  Two  or  three  years  after  this  happen - 

^  ''  ed,  Father  Diego  de  Torrez  arrived  from 
Rome,  in  quality  of  Provincial  of  Chili  and  Pa- 
raguay ;  and,  as  he  came  by  the  way  of  Peru  vifit- 
ed,  on  his  road,  the  Omaguacas,  that  had  been 
already  converted  to  the  faith  ;  and  pafTed  through 
Jujuy  and  Salta,  whofe  inhabitants  applied  to  him 
for  colleges.  But,  though  he  brought  a  rein- 
forcement of  fifteen  Jefuits  with  him,  he  had  not 
enough  for  that  purpofe ;  and  was,  therefore, 
obliged  to  excufe  himfelf  from  complying  with 
their  requefl,  till  the  arrival  of  another  fupply  of 
fpiritual  recruits.  From  Salta,  he  repaired  with, 
his  flock  to  Santiago,  where  Don  Francis  Treco, 
the  bifhop ;  Don  Francis  de  Ribera,  the  governor 
of  the  province ;  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  inhabir 
tants  received  them  with  the  greatefl  teflimonies  of 
refpedl  and  afFedion.  The  bifhop,  in  particular, 
among  many  other  obliging  things,  publicly  de- 
clared in  his  cathedral,  that,  had  the  report  lately 
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ipread   of  the    company's   intentions   to  abandon 
theie  provinces  proved   true,  he  would  have   re- 
nounced his  biHioprick,  to  fave  himfelf  the  concern, 
of  feeing  perifh,  for  want   of  fpiritual  alii  fiance, 
fo  many  fouls  purchafed  with  the  precious  blood 
of  Jefus  Chrift.     The  bifhop  had  the  more  reafon 
to  ipeak  in  this  manner,  as  the  provincial,  in  pre- 
fenting  his  children  to  him,  told  him,  that  it  was 
the  general's  intention,  that  they  fhould  be  intirely 
at  his  difDofal. 
^  g         The  year  after  this,  eight  Jefuits,  fent 
by  the  general  of  their  order,  and  defrayed 
by  the  king  of  Spain,  landed  at  Buenos  Ayres,  where 
the  inhabitants,  apprized  of  their  coming,  had  ex- 
pected them  with  the  greateft  impatience,  and  re- 
tained fome  of  them  with   a  view  of  foundings  a 
college.     This  port,  it  feems,  had  already  begun 
to  flourifh  by  commerce  ;  for,  though  the  king  of 
Spain  had  not   opened   it*  for  ftrangers,     feveral 
foreign  vefifels  put  in  there  from  time  to  time,  as 
if  driven  by  fbrefs  of  weather,  or  upon  fome  fuch 
other  pretext ;  were  well  received  ;  and  carried  on  a 
trade  equally  beneficial  to  themfelves  and  the  in- 
habitants. 

All  this  time,  the  Indians  nearefl  to  the  city, 
many  of  whom  were  of  alm.oft  gigantic  llature, 
continued  in  their  primitive  favagenefs  ;  killing 
without  mercy  all  the  Spaniards  they  could  lay 
their  hands  on  ;  fo  that  not  one  of  the  inhabitants 
dared  to  fhew  his  face  at  any  diftance  from  the 
town.  Some  of  thefe  Indians  had,  it  is  true,  been 
reduc^^d ;  and  might  have  been  gained  over  to 
chriftianity,  or  at  leafl  prepared  to  liflen  to  the 
firft  miffionaries,  that  could  be  fent  to  them,  had 
they  not  been  condemned  to  perfonal  fervice,  which 
rendered  abortive  fome  few  attempts  made  to  con- 
vert them.  At  length,  however,  the  inhabitants 
cxpeded  to  fee  fo  deiirable  a  conquefl  efFcded  by 
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the  Jefuits  lately  arrived  among  them.  But  it 
was  too  late  to  recover,  by  mildnefs  and  periua- 
iion,  barbarians,  whom  fuperior  force  alone  kept 
within  bounds.  Befides,  the  miHionaries,  thought 
ic  would  be  lofing  their  time,  to  preach  to  them 
a  God  full  of  goodnels  and  mercy,  while  thofe, 
v/ho  made  proFelfion  of  ferving  the  fame  God,  re- 
tained them  in  the  moil  cruel  llavery. 

/The  Jefuits,  therefore,  propofed,  to  the  inhabi  ^ 
rants  to  lighten  the  yoke  of  thefe  unhappy  creatures, 
in  order  to  difpofe  them  to  receive  the  gofpel ; 
but  they  took  offence  at  this  propofal.  The  Spa- 
niards of  Tucuman,  who  had  lately  given  the 
Jefuits  among  them  fo  promifing  a  reception,'  and 
thereby,  in  appearance,  authorized  them  to  make 
the  fame  reprefentations,  carried  things  to  far 
greater  lengths.  Their  provincial,  at  his  return 
from  Chili  in  the  courfe  of  his  vifitation,  having 
flop  at  Corduba  to  fettle  a  novicefhip  lately  form- 
ed there,  which  already  began  to  fill  pretty  fafl, 
thought  it  his  duty,  when  all  the  buildings  were 
finiilied,  not  to  difmifs,  without  payment,  the  In- 
dians, who,  to  the  great  lurprize  of  all  the  in- 
habitants, had  been  mofl  prodigal  of  their  fweat 
and  labour  in  ereding  them. 

The  inhabitants  foon  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that  this  adt  of  juflice  appeared  of  dangerous  con- 
fequence  to  them  ;  and,  finding  it  was  impoflible 
to  perfuade  him,  that  he  had  done  amiis,  flattered 
themfelves  that  they  might  fucceed  better  by  with- 
holding their  alms,  which  v/ere  as  yet,  in  a  manner, 
the  only  thing  he  and  his  brethren  had  to  live  on  ; 
but  here,  too,  they  were  deceived.  Providence, 
vpon  which,  father  Torrez  relied  a  great  deal  more 
than  on  any  human  afliflance,  did  not  abandon 
him.  He  then  undertook  to  awaken  by  his  words, 
as  he  had  already  done  by  his  example,  the  con- 
iciences  of  the  inhabitants  in  regard  to  the   in- 
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juflice  and  cruelty,  with  which  they  treated  the  In- 
dians ;  and,  as  he  faw  his  reafons  made  no  impref- 
fion  upon  them,  concluded  by  publickly  threaten- 
ing them  with  the  anger  of  the  Almighty,  and  that 
o:  his  catholic  majelly,  of  whofe  intentions,  in  this 
refpe6t,  they  could  not  be  ignorant 

These  threats  were  foon,  in  fome  meafure,  ac- 
corTipiiilied.  A  fudden  and  unexpe6led  inundation 
laid  the  town  under  water,  and  deflroyed  part  of  its 
buildings,  which  at  that  time  were  not  very  folid  ; 
an  impetuous  florm  of  rain  and  thunder  ravaged 
the  country  ;  a  plague  fucceeded,  and  fwept  away 
a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants.  Thefe,  almoft 
indubitable,  marks  of  the  anger  of  heaven  made 
lome  impreflion  on  thofe,  who  were  not  as  yet  quite 
loil  to  all  fentiments  of  religion  and  humanity  ; 
but  a  far  greater  number  obflinately  perfifled  in 
their  wickednefs  ;  and  even  grew  more  inveterate 
againfb  the  Jcfuits,  who  ceafed  not  to  upbraid  them 
with  it.  They  cut  off,  as  much  as  poffible,  the 
ufual  fupply  of  provifions ;  and,  at  laft  reduced 
them  to  a  fmall  quantity  of  maiz,  left  in  their  gra- 
nary, and  fome  other  vegetables  their  garden  af- 
forded. 

All  this  time,  the  jefuits  continued  to  plead, 
with  unfhaken  conftancy,  the  caufe  of  the  poor 
opprelled  Indians  ;  and  Father  de  Torrez,  at  his' 
departure  from  Corduba  to  vifit  the  other  houfes 
of  his  order,  recommended,  above  all  things,  to  the 
jeiuits  he  left  behind  him,  to  place  their  confi- 
dence in  him  alone,  whofe  interefts  they  defended. 
They  did  fo,  and  providence  did  not  forfake  them. 
For,  though  the  procurator  received  from  him,  at 
his  departure,  but  eighty  crowns  to  maintain  a  nu- 
merous community,  he  found,  that,  in  the  eight 
iucceeding  months,  he  fpent  eight  hundred,  with- 
out borrowing  a  penny,  or  being  able  to  tell  from 
what  quarter  he  had  received  the  furplus. 
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The  perfecution  which  Father  Torrez  had  fiif- 
fered  at  Corduba  followed  him  to  Santiago.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  town  concluded  from  wliat  they 
had  heard  of  his  tranfadlions  in  favour  of  the  In- 
dians of  Chili  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Corduba, 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  expert  any  indulgence  from 
him  on  this  head.  Thus  prejudiced  againit  thefe 
fathers,  they  made  no  fcruple  of  publickly  af- 
firming, that  the  jefuits  had  not  been  accufed,  with- 
out reafon,  of  troubling  people's  confciences  by 
filling  them  with  groundlefs  fcruples ;  that  it  .was 
impollible  the  fpirit  of  God  fhould  infpire  fuch  fe- 
verity,  which,  no  doubt,  ferved  only  to  cover  fom 
fhameful  views  of  interefb  and  ambition  \  that  thef( 
Fathers  could  have  no  other  defign,  in  endearing 
themfelves  to  the  Indians,  than  that  of  becoming, 
themfelves,  mafhers  of  them  ;  and  enjoying,  alone, 
all  the  fruits  of  their  fervice  ;  that  it  was  for  this 
purpofe  they  had  engaged  the  king  and  the  coun- 
cil of  the  Indies  to  publifh  thofe  edids,  upon  which 
they  built  fo  much,  and  of  which  they  would  foon 
avail  themfelves  to  amafs  treafures  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  refl  of  his  majefhy's  fubjeds.  The  moft 
moderate  faid,  that  it  was,  perhaps,  doing  injuftice 
to  the  private  Fathers  of  the  company  to  blame 
them  on  the  occafion,  as  it  was  probable  they  only 
ad:ed  by  orders  from  their  fuperior,  whofe  turbu- 
lent and  reftlefs  fpirit  had,  all  on  a  fudden,  banifhed 
that  happy  union  and  tranquility  they  enjoyed  be- 
fore his  arrival  amongfl  them. 

It  was  in  vain  for  the  Fathers  to  anfwer,  that^ 
before  any  of  them  liad  appeared  in  this  province, 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.  his  fuc- 
ceifor  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  had  iflued  very  fe- 
vere  edids  to  fecure  the  liberty  of  the  Indians  ; 
that  they  might  remember,  that,  before  Father 
Torrez  entered  Chili,  Don  Juan  Perez,  bifhop 
of  that  diocefe,  had  condemned,  v/hat  they  now 
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deemed  it  a  crime  in  diat  Father  not  to  appro i''e  ; 
and  that  Don  Juan  had  not  given  fentence  in  an 
affair  of  fo  much  importance,  till  he  had  confulted 
all  the  men  of  learning  and  fenfe  in  that  kingdom  ; 
that,  after  all,  it  was  well  known,  that  not  one  of 
them  had  given  the  leaft  room  to  fufpedl  they 
thought  otherwife  than  their  provincial,  in  regard 
to  the  point  in  difpute. 

The  minds  of  the  inhabitants  were  too  imbit- 
tered  to  }ield  to  thefe  reafons,  though  he  could 
not  anfwer  them  by  any  folid  arguments  ;  and 
what  is  flill  more  furprizing,  they  found  means 
to  prejudice  the  bifhop  and  all  his  clergy  againfl 
thofe  who  advanced  them.  As  no  one,  there- 
fore, any  longer  took  their  defence,  they  v/ere 
treated  here,  as  their  brethren  had  been  before 
treated  at  Corduba  ;  their  church  was  deferted  ; 
their  penfions  flopt  ;  and  the  Indians  hindered 
from  leeing  them.  In  fhort,  they  v/ere  pufhed  to 
fuch  ienghts,  that  they,  at  laft,  thought  proper  to 
withdraw  themfelves,  and  fet  out  for  St.  Michael, 
as  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  had  mofh  earneftly 
entreated  them  to  accept  an  eflablifhrnxcnt  among 
them. 

There  had  been,  for  a  long  time  pafl,  a  difpute 
for  pre-eminence  between  this  town  and  that  of 
Santiago,  which  was  founded  but  three  years  after 
the  firft  foundation  of  St.  Michael ;  for  this  lafl, 
as  v/e  have  already  feen,  had  changed  its  fituation, 
in  1564.  This  tranflation  had  fcarce  taken  place, 
when  a  pov/erful  Cacique,  called  Gualan,  having 
forced  his  way  into  the  new  town,  maffacred  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabitants ;  fet  fire  to  the 
houfes  ;  and  would  have  reduced  them  all  to  afhes, 
had  not  a  fudden  fhorm  of  lightening  frightened  the 
barbarians  from  their  purpofe.  Some  Spaniards 
who  efcaped  deftrudlion  ;  after  extinguilhing  the 
flames,  purfiied  the  Indians  -,  killed  their  chief  -,  and 
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hiade  a  great  flaiighter  of  the  reft.  This  did  not 
prevent  the  Calchaquis  from  making,  afterwards, 
leveral  attempts  to  ruin  St.  Michael  ;  but  all 
equally  mifcarried. 

St.  Michael,  1  laid,  ftai^ds  exadly  at  the  foot 
of  the  Cordilliere  ;  I  muft  add,  that  it  is  fcarce 
pOihble  to  find  a  town  fituated  in  a  more  fertile 
or  agreeable  ccuntry.  Accordingly,  its  plains, 
and  all  its  vallies ;  in  a  word,  all  its  diftridl  is 
covered  with  villas  and  farm  houfes,  with  or- 
chards and  gardens,  that  produce  moft  of  the  fruits 
known  in  the  old  and  knev/  world.  But  this  land  of 
promife,  as  the  Spaniards  call  it,  was,  for  a  long 
time,  fo  terribly  infefted  with  tigers,  that  it  was  al- 
moft  impoifible,  for  a  man  not  very  well  armed, 
to  appear  abroad,  without  falling  a  prey  to  theie 
ravenous  animals  long  accuftomed  to  live  upon 
human  flefh. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  all  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Indians  confifted  in  hunting  them  ; 
which  they  did  in  the  follov/ing  fimple  manner. 
The  huntfman,  taking  a  long  ftick,  and  holding 
it  with  both  ends,  prefented  it,  in  a  horizontal  di- 
redlion  to  the  firft  animal  he  met  with,  who  never 
failed  to  feize  it  with  his  mouth.  But,  while  the 
creature  thus  endeavoured  to  wreft  it,  or  break  it 
with  his  teeth  and  claws,  tlie  huntfman,  by  alter- 
nate jerks  to  the  right  and  left,  threw  him  down  ; 
and  then,  before  he  could  recover  himfelf,  plunged 
a  knife  into  his  belly,  and  ript  him  up  to  the  throat* 
This,  it  is  plain,  required  no  fmali  degree  of  dex- 
terity and  prelence  of  mind  ;  and,  accordingly,  no 
man  was  efteemed  among  thefe  Indians  but  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  tigers  he  had  killed  -,  and 
this  ambition  to  fignalize  themfelves,  blinded  them 
in  regard  to  the  dangers  attending  fo  uncommon 
a  manner  of  hunting. 
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The  inhabitants  of  St.  Michael  referribled  great- 
ly the  happy  climate  under  which  they  lived, 
being  mild,  and,  as  it  were,  pious  by  nature.  They 
received  the  jefuits  with  an  affedtion,  which  they 
have  tranfmitted  to  their  poilerity ;  obliged  them 
to  accept  of  a  college,  of  which  the  king  after- 
wards approved  the  foundation  ;  and  liflened  to 
their  exhortations  with  the  greatefl  docility.  This 
gave  the  fathers  leifure  enough  to  make  fome  incur- 
fions  among  the  Diaguites,  the  LuUes,  and  the  Cal- 
chaquis ;  but,  notwithftanding  the  good  difpofitions, 
in  which  they  found  great  number  o  of  thefe  Indi- 
ans, they  proved  equally  ufelefs  to  them  and  to  the 
Spaniards  ;  many  of  the  latter  having,  in  fpite  of 
ail  the  governor's  endeavours  to  prevent  it,  carried 
ofFfeveral  of  the  Indians  into  flavery  ;  even  from 
under  the  eyes  of  the  fathers,  about  whom  they 
had  gathered  for  inflrudlion. 
^  During  thefe  tranfadlions  inTucuman, 

^'  father  Torrez,  provincial  of  the  jefuits,  fet 
out  for  the  Conception  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place  were  fo  prejudiced  againfl  him  and  his 
brethren,  that  the  governor  of  the  province  was 
obliged  to  interpofe  in  order  to  procure  him  ad- 
mittance. He  foon,  however,  gained,  by  his  be- 
haviour, the  efleem  and  confidence  even  of  thofe, 
who  had  moil  violently  oppofed  his  entrance  ;  and 
after  making  the  proper  ufe  of  thefe  favourable  dif- 
pofitions, fet  out  for  the  Affumption,  in  confequence 
of  fome  prefling  letters  from  the  bifliop  of  Para- 
guay and  Don  Fernand  Arias  de  Saavedra,  go-* 
vernor  of  that  province  ;  and  arrived  there  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1609. 

The  governor  and  bifhop,  it  feems,  had  juft 
received  a  letter  from  his  catholic  majefty,  by 
which  that  prince  gave  them  to  underftand,  that 
it  was  his  abfolute  pleafure  that  no  attempt  fhould 
be  made  to  fubdue   the  Indians  of  Paraguay,  but 
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by  the  fword  of  the  word  ;  unlefs  they  firft,  with- 
out any  provocation,  committed  hofhilities  againft 
the  Spaniards ;  that,  otherwife,  none  but  milTi- 
onaries  fliould  be  emp(oyed  to  reduce  them,  as  they, 
alone,  could  make  them  fubmit  willingly  to  the 
Spanifh  yoke,  by  making  them  fenfible  of  the  ad- 
vantages that  would  attend  fuch  fubmiflion  ^  that 
he  did  not  want  any  forced  homages  ;  that  he  did 
not  even  mean  to  deprive  thefe  people  of  their  li- 
berty ;  but  merely  to  refcue  them  from  the  favage- 
nefs  and  libertinifm  in  which  they  lived  ;  make 
them  acquainted  with  the  true  God  ;  and  engage 
them  to  adore  him  ;  that  he  was  very  ready  to 
admit  them  among  the  number  of  his  fubjedls, 
but  with  no  other  view  than  that  of  making  them 
happy  j  and  that  he,  above  all  things,  forbid  the 
Spaniards  to  make  Haves  of  them. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  orders,  the  prelate  and 
the  governor  had  agreed  to  engage  Father  Torrez 
to  take  upon  him  the  converfion  of  the  natives ; 
and  it  was  in  order  to  concert  with  him  the  pro- 
per eft  meafur'^s  for  effe(ft:ing  it,  that  they  had  re- 
quefted  him  to  lofe  no  time  in  repairing  to  the  Af- 
fumpnon.  Four  or  five  years  before  this,  Don 
Fern^nd  had  received  from  his  majefly  a  let- 
ter jiretty  much  in  the  fame  fl:rain,  but  merely 
relating  to  the  Guaranis,  to  whom  this  prince 
gave  him  orders  to  fend  immediately  fome  pious, 
fenfible,  and  zealous  miliionaries  to  compleat  their 
inflrudlion ;  wi:h  leave  to  take  from  his  treafury 
all  the  fums  requifite  to  fupport  fuch  miffionaries, 
and  to  enable  th^m  to  make  a  foiid  efbablifhment 
among  thefe  Indians,  whom  he,  above  all  things, 
enjoined  him  to  fee  treated  in  the  mildejfh  manner. 

The  governor  thought  it  his  duty  to  begin  by 

,  the  Guaranis  neareft   to  the  Alfumption,  among 

whom  there  were  already  feveral  chriftians  ;  and, 

S  2  therefore, 
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therefore,  engaged  father  Lewis  de  Bolanos,  the 
mofl  illuftrious  difciple  of  St.  Francis  Solano,  to 
take  on  himfelf  the  execution  of  his  majefly's  in- 
tentions, with  fome  other  religious  of  his  order. 
Thefe  miiiionaries,  accordingly,  had  already  brought 
together  a  great  number  of  the  Aifumption 
Guaranis,  and  had  formed  of  them  a  very  flour  idl- 
ing church.  It  was  at  this  time  father  de  Bolanos 
compofed  the  cathechifm,  we  have  already  menti- 
oned. Don  Martin  Ignatius  de  Loyola,  after 
caufing  it  to  be  examined  by  the  ablefl  divines, 
and  the  perfons  befl  verfed  in  the  Guarani  language, 
of  his  whole  diocefe,  approved  it  in  a  lynod.  Don 
Chriilopher  Arefti,  his  fuccelTor,  caufed  it  to  be 
again  examined ;  and  not  only  approved  it  after 
this  fecond  fcrutiny,  but  forbid  the  ufe  of  any  other 
catechifm  in  the  Guarani  language. 

There  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  was 
after  the  departure  of  father  Bolanos  for  Peru, 
when  his  fuperiors  had  recalled  him  on  account  of 
his  great  age  and  infirmities,  that  the  governor 
and  bifhop  of  Paraguay  caft  their  eyes  upon  the 
jefuits  to  take  charge  of  the  Guaranis  near  the  Af- 
fumption,  and  unite  them  with  the  Indians  of  the 
fame  name,  whom  father  de  Ortega  and  father 
Filds  had  converted  in  the  province  of  Guayra. 
It  is  likewife  probable,  that  father  de  Torrez,  on 
his  arrival  at  the  AfTumption,  appointed  to  this 
miflion  father  Jofeph  Cataldino,  and  father  Simon 
Macerata,  another  Italian  Jefuit ;  but  thefe  fathers 
did  not  undertake  it,  till  the  bifliop  and  governor 
had  given  them  full  power  to  form  all  their  chrif- 
tians  into  towns  ;  to  govern  them  without  any  de- 
pendence on  the  cities,  fortrefies,  or  other  Spa- 
nifh  eftablifhments,  in  whofe  neighbourhood  they 
might  fettle  ;  build  churches  in  ail  of  them  ;  and 
bppofe,  in  the  king's  name,  all  thofe  who  fhould, 

on 
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on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  endeavour  to  jubjedl 
thefe  new  chriflians  to  any  peribnal  fervice. 

When  father  Cataldino  and  father  Macerata  ar- 
rived in  Guayra,  they  found  but  two  priefts  in 
the  whole  province  ;  one  at  Villarica,  and  the  other 
at  Ciudad  Real  ;  both  too  ignorant  and  irregular 
to  be  of  any  fervice  to  either  Spaniards  or  Indians. 
Accordingly,  many  of  the  Indians,  who  ftill  re- 
tained their  freedom,  were  baptized  without  in- 
flrudlion;  and  many,  ofthofe,  whom  the  Spaniards 
had  brought  to  yield  them  perfonal  fervice,  left 
without  any  bapafm  at  all,  tiiough  their  maflers 
never  failed  to  give  them  all,  without  diltindion, 
the  names  of  faints ;  an  abufe,  which,  in  procels  ojf 
time,  gready  perplexed  the  miifionaries,  well  ac-  . 
quainted  with  their  duty,  and  truly  folicitous  to 
comply  with  it. 

After  fome  flay  in  thefe  two  places,  in  order  to 
give  the  inhabitants  that  fpiritual  alTiftance  which 
they  had  fo  long  wanted,  the  two  fathers  prepared 
to  purfue  their  defign  of  fettling  in  the  center  of 
the  Guaranis,  upon  the  Paranapane.  But,  before 
they  could  fet  out,  a  report  happening  to  fpread, 
that  there  was  an  order  from  the  king  not  to  give 
in  command  the  Indians  they  were  going  to 
take  charge  of,  the  fentiments  of  efleem  and  con- 
fidence, of  which  the  Spaniards  had  fo  lately  given 
them  the  greateft  proofs,  immediately  vanilhed. 
Upon  this,  the  miflionaries,  thinking  it  beft  to  clear 
up  the  affair,  produced  the  orders  they  had  re- 
ceived in  writing,  and  the  powers  given  them  by 
the  bifnop  and  governor  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
undertook  to  make  them  fenfible,  how  conformable 
thefe  orders  and  powers  v/ere  to  the  ftricflefl  equity 
and  juflice. 
^  "  We  do  not  mean,  faid  they,  to  op- 

pofe  thofe  advantages  you  may  draw  from 
the  Indians  in  a  lawful  manner ;  but  you  know  it 

S  3  never 
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never  was  the  king's  intention  that  you  fhould  con^ 
fider  them  as  flaves  ;  and  that,  be  fides,  the  law  of 
God  ftridly  forbids  it.  As  to  thofe  we  are  com- 
miifioned  to  gain  over  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  upon 
whom  you  can  have  no  claim,  fince  they  were 
never  conquered  by  force  of  arms,  our  defign  is  ; 
firft,  to  labour  to  make  them  men,  that  we  may 
be  the  better  able  to  make  them  chriflians.  We 
Ihall  then  endeavour  to  induce  them,  frcm  a  view 
to  their  own  intereft,  to  lubmit  chcar fully  to  the 
king  our  fovereign  -,  and  hope,  with  God's  bleffing, 
our  endeavours  will  be  crowned  with  fuccefs.  We 
do  not  think  it  lawful  to  make  any  attempt  upon 
their  liberties,  to  which  they  have  a  natural  and  in- 
conteflible  right  ;  but  v/e  will  endeavour  to  make 
them  fenfible,  that  they  render  their  freedom  preju- 
dicial to  themfelves  by  making  a  bad  ufe  of  it ;  and 
to  teach  them  to  reftrain  it  within  jufl  bounds.  We 
flatter  curfelves  with  being  able  to  make  them 
difcover  fuch  great  advantages  in  that  depen- 
dance,  in  v/hich  all  civilized  nations  live,  and  in 
yielding  obedience  to  a  prince,  who  only  defires 
to  be  their  protedlor,  and  their  father,  and  procure 
them  the  ineflimable  bleilmg  of  knowing  the  true 
God,  that  they  will  fubmit  to  the  yoke  with 
jo}^  and  blefs  the  day  they  became  his  fubjedls.'* 

They,  in  the  next  place,  undertook  to  perfuade 
the  inhabitants,  that,  if  they  underftood  their  own 
interefl,  inftead  of  oppofmg  this  projed,  they 
would  exert  themfelves  to  rriake  it  fucceed, 
fmce  it  was  the  only  way  to  prevent  the  total 
depopulation  of  a  country,  in  which  it  was  impof- 
(ible  for  them  to  fubfifl,  without  the  afTiftance  of 
the  natives  to  cultivate  it.  They  afked  them, 
what  was  become  of  thofe  thoufands  of  Indians, 
who  had  difappeared  fmce  the  liril  difcovery  of 
Paraguay  ;  and  what  other  caufe  would  be  affigned 
for  fo  great  a  depopulation,  but  the  inhuman  man- 
ner, in  which  thefe  poor  people  had  been  treated. 

But 
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But  they  foon  dilcovered,  that  they  were  fpeaking 
to  men,  who  did  not  chufe  to  be  undeceived ;  and, 
therefore,  no  longer  thought  of  any  thing  but  the 
means  of  hafleniijg  their  departure.  And,  as  they 
could  exped  no  guides  from  the  inhabitants  of  Vil- 
la-ica,  where  they  met  with  all  this  oppofition, 
they  applied  for  fome  to  the  Cacique  of  the 
place  where  they  intended  to  make  their  lirfl  efla- 
blilhment. 

The  honefl  Cacique  came  himfelf  to  conduct 
them  ^  but  how  great  muft  have  been  his  furprize, 
when,  on  his  firfl  appearance  in  the  town,  the  Spa- 
niards loaded  him  with  irons,  and  threw  him  into 
prilbn  !    He  did  not,  however,  remain  there  long, 
as  the  two  miffionaries  threatened  to  complain,  of 
fo  fcandalous  a  breach  of  hofpitality  and  common 
juflice,  to  the  governor  and  the  bifhop,  and  even 
his  majefly,  if  they  could  not  otherwise  obtain  re- 
drefs.  They  then  fet  out  with  their  guide,  and,  after 
travelling  by  land  as  far  as  the  Paranapane,  embark- 
ed on  the  river.     Paranapane,  in  the  language  of 
the  country,  {x^m^ts  River  of  Misfortune -^  but  we 
are  not  told  how  it  came  to  be  called  fo.     This  ri- 
ver ilTues  from  the  mountains  of  Brazil,  and  is  rein- 
forced by  the  waters  of  feveral  others,  of  which  the 
moft  confiderable  are  the  Pirape  and  Taba^iva.    Its 
banks  are  covered  with  a  great  variety  of  trees,  ef- 
pecially  cedars  of  fuch  an  enormous  thicknefs,  and 
fo  llupendous  a  height,  that  one  fmgle  trunk  may 
be  converted  into  a  twenty  oar  pirogue. 

The  two  fathers  remounted  the  Paranapane  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Pirape,  where  they  met  two  hun- 
dred Guarani  families  baptized  by  the  Fathers  de 
Ortega  and  Filds,  whom  they  formed  into  a  town, 
by  the  name  of  the  Loretto.  Thefe  Indian  churches 
have  been  fince  called  RedudionSy  a  name  ufually 
given  in  Peru  to  all  the  chriftian  towns  formed 
^mong  the    infidels,   and    governed    by   regular 

S  4  priefts, 
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priefls  ;  and  this  name  is  flill  in  ufe.  Loretto  was 
the  fir  ft  in  Paraguay  to  which  it  was  given.  As  to 
the  name  of  Loretto  in  particular,  none  could  be 
more  fui table  to  a  town,  which  has  proved  the  cra- 
dle of  the  now  fo  floui  idling  chriflian  republic  of 
the  Guaranis.  The  fathers  then  made  a  progrefs  of 
eighty  leagues,  in  which  they  found  twenty-three 
little  villages,  where  there  were  already  leveral  chrif- 
tians,  and  where  the  reputation  the  jefuits  had 
acquired,  of  being  very  zealous  to  defend  the  li- 
berty of  the  Indians,  in  a  fliort  time  difpofed  all 
the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  to  receive  the  gofpel. 
The  fervants  of  God  reprefented  to  them,  how  much 
it  v/as  their  intereft  to  unite  together,  as,  v/hile 
they  continued  fcattered  up  and  down  the  country 
in  fo  many  little  ftraggling  villages,  it  would  be 
impoflibie  for  them  to  defend  their  freedom,  or 
get  inft ruction. 

These  reprefentations  began  to  work  upon  the 
'  minds  of  the  Indians,  when  the  fohers  faw  all  their 
expectations  on  the  point  of  being  blafted  by  the 
avarice  of  a  falfe  brother.  An  inhabitant  of  Ciu- 
dad  Real  having  offered  to  accompany  them  in 
this  expedition,  they  cheat  fully  accepted  his  ofFer> 
as  they  were  not  as  yet  thorough  mafters  of  the 
Guarani  language,  which  he  underftood  and  fpoke 
perfectly  well.  But  lie  had  his  own  viev/s  in  fo 
doing ;  and,  the  better  to  fucceed  in  them,  affected, 
in  the  beginning,  the  greateft  difintereftednefs. 
The  fathers,  however,  could  not  help  being  fur- 
prized  at  his  never  returning  to  their  common  ca- 
bin without  wanting  fome  article  or  another  of  his 
little  baggage,  and  even,  of  his  clothes ;  but  they 
kept  their  minds  to  themfelves,  till  one  day,  on  his 
returning  with  nothing  on  but  a  pair  of  drawers, 
they  could  no  longer  refrain  from  afking  him  how 
he  came  to  be  ftript  in  that  manner ;  when  he  made 
rhe  foUov/ing  anfwer,  "  You  preach  one  v/ay.  fa- 
thers ; 
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tilers  •,  and  I,  another.  You  have  the  gift  of  elo- 
quence, vvith  which  God  has  not  been  pleafed  to 
favour  me  ;  but  I  endeavour  to  fupply  the  want  of 
it  by  my  works,  I  have  diftribuied  every  thing  I 
brought  with  me  among  the  piincipal  Indians  of  the 
country,  from  a  perfuafion,  that,  when  I  fnall  have 
gained  the  heads  by  my  hberality,  it  will  be  the 
eafier  for  you  to  gain  the  reft ;  and  I  believe  the 
work  is  already  in  great  forwaidnefs." 

The.  fathers  made  no  doubt  of  his  having,  in 
good  earneft,  made  away  with  his  clothes  for  that 
charitable  purpofe  ;  and  began  to  be  fomewhat  con- 
cerned, that  their  poverty  difabled  them  from  fol- 
lov/ing  his  example.  Some  time  after  this,  the 
Spaniard  told  them,  that,  as  he  was  no  longer  ne- 
ceflary  to  them,  feeing  they  could  explain  them- 
felves  in  the  language  of  the  country  well  enough 
to  be  underftood  without  an  interpreter,  he  begged 
they  would  not  be  offended  at  his  leaving  them  to 
return  home.  They  anfwered,  that  he  v/as  at  li- 
berty to  do  as  he  thought  proper  ;  and  gave  him  a 
great  many  thanks  for  his  good  offices  ;  but  he  had 
fcarce  turned  his  back,  when  they  difcovered,  that 
he  had  parted  with  nothing  but  to  buy  women  and 
children,  and  was  about  carrying  them  away  as 
flaves ;  and  that  the  Indians  fufpecfled  them  of  hav- 
ing had  a  fhare,  underhand,  in  thi§  infamous  com- 
merce. It  coft  them  no  fmall  time  and  trouble  to 
remove  the  fufpicions  of  thefe  poor  people.  But 
they  at  laft  did  it  fo  efFedtually,  that  moll  of  them 
repaired  to  Loretto. 

The  acceliion  offuch  numbers  having  rendered 
this  town  rather  too  populous,  a  Cacique,  called 
Atycaya^  made  a  prop^fal  to  the  inhabitants  of 
forming  another,  a  league  and  a  half  further  up 
the  country;  and  they  all  chearfully  conf^nted  to 
it.  This  fecond  reduction  was  called  riciint  Ignatius. 
Jt  was  foon  found  neceiTary  to  form  two  rnore,  for 


the 
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the  reception  of  profelytes ;  and  they  peopled  *fo 
fafl,  that  the  two  Jefuits  immediately  formed  the 
piojedt  of  a  chriflian  republic;  which  might,  in 
the  heart  of  this  barbarous  country,  revive  the 
happieft  days  of  primitive  chriflianity. 

Those,  who  firll  conceived  the  idea  of  this  im- 
portant undertaking,  and  thofe  who  firft  approved 
their  views,  thought  it  highly  improper  to  fet 
about  fo  arduous  a  tafk,  till  they  had  made  all 
thofe,  on  whom  they  depended,  equally  fenfible, 
how  neceffary  it  was  in  order  to  eflablifh  chrif- 
tianity  upon  a  folid  foundation  among  thefe 
people;  and,  likewife,  what  great  advantages 
might  reafonably  be  expected  from  this  method. 
They,  therefore,  reprefented  to  his  catholic  ma- 
jefly,  in  his  council  of  the  Indies ;  and  to  the 
governor  and  bifhop  of  Paraguay,  that  the  Jefuits, 
having  taken  great  pains,  fmce  their  arrival  in  the 
country,  to  find  out  what  had  retarded  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  gofpel  among  fo  many  nations,  and 
why  there  even  remained  fuch  flight  traces  of  the 
great  converfions  formerly  made  among  them, 
imagined  they  had  difcovered  two  principal  caufes 
of  fo  deplorable  a  misfortune  ;  the  firfl,  that  the 
Spaniards  rendered  the  chriflian  religion  odious  to 
the  natives  of  the  country,  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  behaved,  even  towards  thofe  who  had 
fmcerely  embraced  it ;  the  fecond,  that  while  the 
minifleis  of  the  gofpel  were  endeavouring  to  con- 
vince the  infidels  of  its  holinefs,  feveral  of  thofe  who 
openly  profelfed  it,  fo  far  from  following  its  max- 
ims, difhonoured  it  by  a  licentious  life,  and  dif- 
credited  it  by  the  moft  crying  ads  of  injuftice ; 
whence  they  concluded,  that,  before  they  under- 
took to  convert  thefe  Indians  to  the  faith,  it  was 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  authorize  them  to  fecure  all 
thofe  they  were  fent  to,  from  the  tyranny  and  bad 
example  of  the  old  chriflians. 

But, 
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But,  as  the  firfl  fufpicions,  the  Spaniards  con* 
ceived  of  this  defign  of  the  millionaries,  had 
exafperated  a  great  number  of  them  againfh  thefe 
fathers,  though  they  folemnly  declared,  that  they 
had  no  Indians  in  view,  'but  fuch  as  had  not  been 
yet  reduced  ;  or  fuch  as  had  entirely  throv/n  off 
the  yoke,  and  the  Spaniards  could  have  no 
hopes  of  putting  it  on  again  ;  they  v^ere  obliged 
to  add,  that  they  would  take  upon  them  to  en- 
gage all  the  Indians,  that  fhould  fubmit  to  their 
condud,  to  acknowledge  his  catholic  majefty  for 
their  fovereign,  and  fwear  the  mofl  unlimited  obe- 
dience to  him,  as  a  much  more  folid  and  equitable 
manner  of  making  conquefls  than  that  of  arms , 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  much  more  beneficial, 
fmce  the  old  fubjedls  could  not  be  either  leffened 
or  impoveriflied  by  it. 

Philip  III.  approved  the  propofal,  and  autho- 
rized it  by  refcripts,  which  all  his  fucceffors  have 
confirmed.  But  it  was  eafy  to  foreiee,  that  fuch  a 
privilege  v/ould  inevitably  fubjedl  the  miifionaries 
who  had  obtained  it,  to  many  contradictions  from 
thofe,  with  whofe  avarice  it  interfered ;  fo  that,  how 
great  foever  their  courage  muft  have  been  fo 
readily  to  expofe  themfelves  to  hunger,  thirfl,  and 
fatigue,  and  even  the  mod  cruel  death ;  and  all 
merely  with  a  view  of  civilizing  and  convert- 
ing the  moft  cruel  and  flupid  favages  ;  it  muft  have 
been  ftill  greater,  to  bear  the  fevereft  perfecutions 
and  the  moft  atrocious  calumnies,  even  from  the 
domeftics  of  the  faith  and  their  countrymen  ; 
and,  what  was  worfe,  the  rifk  of  feeing,  as  it  has 
often  happened,  the  labours  of  feveral  years  de- 
ftroyed,  perhaps  in  a  few  hours  ^  and  yet  be  always 
ready  to  begin  again  with  redoubled  ardour. 

As  foon  as  the  two  mifTionaries  had  eftablifhed 
tolerable  order  in  the  four  reductions  I  juft  nov/ 
mentioned,  by  regulations  fuited  to  the  capacity  of 

the 
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the  inhabitants,  they  began  to  find  it  necefTary  to 
take  Tome  meafures  for  enabling  the  new  chriflians 
to  engage,  with  equal  arms,  a  nefl  of  defperadoes, 
who  were  no  lefs  the  enemies  of  the  Spaniards  ;  and 
the  meafures  they  took  fucceeded  fo  well,  that, 
for  more  than  an  age  paft,  inftead  of  being  at- 
tacked themfelves,  they  have  always  been  in  the 
hands  of  their  fellow-fubjeds  the  Spaniards,  the 
fecurefh  barrier  againfh  their  enemies  ;  and  in  thofe 
of  their  common  fovereign,  a  mofl  faithful  mi- 
litia to  keep  within  bounds  his  other  fubjedts ;  and 
all  at  the  firft  notice  without  receiving  any  confide- 
ration  from  either.  But,  we  may  very  well  imagine, 
that  fo  fine  an  eflablifhment  could  attain,  only  by 
degrees,  that  point  of  perfection,  at  which  I  am 
now  going  to  reprefent  it,  on  the  faith  of  the  mofl 
authentic  teflimonies.  * 

It  is  an  error  (not  committed,  however,  by  any 
of  thofe,  who  have  examined  with  their  own  eyes 
what  palfes  in  this  chrillian  republic,  and  who  are 
mofl  concerned  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon)  that  the  Jefuits  are  fo  much  the  maf- 
ters  there,  that  the  Neophytes  acknowledge  no 
authority  but  theirs.  The  countenance  this  error 
has  met  with,  almofl  every  where,  and  flill  meets 
with  among  a  certain  clafs  of  people,  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  refentment  of  fome  private  perfons, 
on  not  being  able  to  obtain,  that  thefe  chrifli- 
ans fhould  be  given  in  command,  like  all  the  other 
new  chriflians  of  Paraguay.  The  truth  is,  that 
the  kings  of  Spain  have  not  only  always  had  as 
much  authority  in  all  the  reductions,  as  in  any 
other  part  of  their  empire  in  America,    but  that 

*  Dodlor  Francis  Xarque,  in  his  eighth  book.  M.  Mura- 
tori,  in  his  Chrijiianifimo  felice.  Don  Antonio  Ulloa,  in  his 
voyage  to  South  America.  The  decree  of  Phih'p  V.  dated 
the  28th  of  December,  1743  ;  and  the  letters  of  feveral 
biihops  and  governors,  who  vifited  them. 

they 
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they  no  where  have  more  dutiful  fubjeds,  or  fub- 
I       jeds  who   more  pundually  execute  their  orders, 
than  the  Indians  who  compofe  them. 

Their  fubmilHon  is  even  fo  much  the  lefs  to 
be  fufpeded,  as  it  is  quiie  voluntary,  and  founded 
entirely  on  principles  of  religion,  and  fuch  a  re- 
gard to  their  own  welfare  as  was  never  judged  to 
clafli  with  it.  Their  miflionaries,  in  proportion 
as  they  formed  them  into  towns,  after  drawing 
them  from  their  woods  and  mountains,  and  made 
them  open  their  eyes  to  the  light  of  the  gofpel, 
never  failed  to  invite  them  to  declare  themfelves 
fubjeds,  or  valfals,  as  the  catholic  kings  expreis 
it  in  their  refcripts,  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  by 
fhewing  them  that  it  was  their  duty  in  gratitude  fo 
to  do,  and  the  only  fure  method  of  fecuring  their 
liberty,  and  thofe  new  bleflings  with  which  they 
began  to  be  acquainted.  I  need  not  obferve,  that, 
to  obtain  this  poii.t  from  barbarians  accuflomed 
not  to  acknowledge  any  authority  upon  earth,  not 
even  that  of  their  Caciques,  butjuft  as  far  as  it 
fuited  their  own  humour,  it  was  neceflary  to  dilpofe 
them  by  degrees,  for  fuch  a  facrifice ;  and  that 
their  acquiefcence,  after  all,  mufl  have  been  in  a 
great  meafure  the  fruit  of  that  love  and  confidence^ 
their  fathers  in  Jefus  Chrift  found  means  to  ac- 
quire among  them,  by  facrificing  themfelves  on 
everv  occafion  to  defend  their  interefts. 

The  war  which  thefe  Indians,  in  a  fliort  time 
after  their  converfion,  had  to  fupport  againfl  the 
Portugueze  of  Brazil,  obliged  their  paflors  to  pro- 
ceed a  ftep  further.  The  impofTibiiiLy,  in  which 
theie  fathers  faw  them,  to  hold  oui;  againfh  fo 
powerful  an  enemy,  authorized  them  to  fuggell  to 
their  converts,  that,  in  Oider  to  make  ii.  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  king  of  Spain  to  fpare  nothing  to 
protedl  them,  it  was  requifite,  that,  inftead  of  con- 
fining themfelves  to  a  fimple  declaration  of  vaf- 

fallage, 
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aliage,  they  (hould  take  an  oath  of  unlimited 
obedience  to  him,  which  they  need  not  fear  his 
majefty  would  ever  abufe  to  opprefs  them,  fince 
he  had  declared,  that  he  intended  to  confider 
them  lefs  as  his  vafTals,  than  as  his  children  ;  and 
they  cheerfully  confented  to  the  propofal.  As 
long,  however,  as  the  war  lafled,  it  was  not  con- 
fiflent  with  policy  or  juflice,  confidering  their 
great  poverty,  and  the  extremities  to  which  they 
were  often  reduced,  to  fpeak  to  them  of  any  tri- 
bute ;  and,  accoidingly,  none  was  mentioned  to 
them  till  the  year  1649,  when  Philip  IV.  having 
honoured  them  with  the  title  of  his  mofl  faithful 
vaflals,  and  added  to  this  favour  the  greateft 
marks  of  confidence,  by  declaring  them  the  bar- 
rier of  Paraguay  againft  Brazil,  lately  detached 
from  the  crown  of  Spain  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
volution of  Portugal  i  and  againft  the  Indian  na- 
tions, enemies  to  the  Spaniards.  Then,  indeed, 
his  majefty,  after  renewing  the  privilege  which  ex- 
empted them  from  every  fervice  but  his  own,  and 
fiom  the  tribute  paid  by  the  other  Indians,  requir- 
ed, that,  for  the  future,  the  men  from  eighteen 
to  fifty,  and  they  only,  fhould  pay  a  crown  a  head  *. 
It  was  the  Count  of  Salvatierra,  viceroy  of  Peru, 
that  regulated  this  tribute  by  his  majefty's  or- 
ders. After  all,  we  are  not  judge  of  their  loy- 
alty and  publick  fpirit  by  this  tribute.  The  fer- 
vices  which  they  have  been  fmce  conftantly  ren- 
dering, and  of  which  we  (hall  often  have  occafion 
to  fpeak  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  and  thofe  they 
ftill  continue  to  render,  to  their  fovereign  and  his 
Spanilli  fubjeds,  without  receiving  any  pay,  con^ 
fideration,  or  even  fubfiftence,  are  fuch,  as,  when 
juftly  eftimated,  greatly  exceed  the  tribute  exadled 
from  any  other  vaffals  of  the  Spanifti  dominions. 

*  Un  pefo  de  ocho  reales^ 

All 
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All  thefe  regulations  were  again  confirmed,  in 
1663,  by  a  decree  of  the  fame  prince  Philip  IV. 
who  ordered,  that  the  penfions  allowed  out  of  the 
royal  treafury,  for  the  fupport  of  a  milfionary  in 
each  redu(ftion,  fliould  be  paid  out  of  this  tri- 
bute ;  for,  when  there  are  two  in  a  redudtion, 
which  is  often  the  cafe,  and  almofl  always  necef- 
fary,  the  fecond  is  fupported  by  his  brethren  of 
the  province,  as  are  likewife  the  two  general  fu- 
periors  of  the  miflionaries,  one  of  whom  refides  in 
the  redudlions  of  the  Parana,  and  the  other  in 
thofe  of  the  Uruguay.  In  17 11,  Philip  V.  be- 
fore whom  there  had  been  laid  a  long  memorial, 
in  which  the  fmallnefs  of  this  tribute,  compared 
with  that  of  the  other  Indians,  being  five  crowns 
a  head,  was  greatly  infifled  upon,  forbid,  notwith- 
flanding,  any  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  regu- 
lations already  eftablifhed.  Nay,  his  majefty,  on 
being  told  by  fome  bufy  courtier,  that  this  flight 
tribute  was  not  exadlly  paid,  knowing  the  infmu- 
ation  to  be  falfe,  not  only  recommended,  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  the  Indians  of  the  reductions  to 
Don  Bruno  Maurice  de  Zavala,  whom  he,  in  the 
year  1616,  appointed  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
but  charged  him  to  give  them  his  royal  word,  that 
he  would  never  require  any  greater  acknowledg- 
ment from  them. 

In  two  decrees  of  Philip  IV.  dated  in  1650  and 
165a,  the  reductions,  we  are  fpeaking  of,  are  de- 
clared Dodrines.  This  is  a  name  given,  in  SpaniOi 
America,  to  the  cures  or  parifhes,  according  to  the 
ftridt  meaning  of  that  word  ;  and  the  royal  au- 
dience of  Charcas  is  likewife  ordered  to  caufe  to  be 
obferved  in  thefe  doctrines  the  right  of  royal  pa- 
tronage. This  right,  however,  did  not  take  place 
in  them,  till  the  year  1654,  when  there  ilTued  a 
third  decree,  by  which  his  majeffcy  declared,  that, 
for  the  futujre,  thefe  very  redudions  jfhould  be  on 

the 
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the  lame  footing  with  the  other  dodrines  ;  that 
the  provincial  of  the  Jefuits,  or,  in  his  abfence, 
the  luperior  of  the  millions,  each  in  his  refpec- 
tive  department,  fhould  prefent,  at  the  departure 
or  death  of  any  milfionary,  three  Jefuits  to  the 
governor  of  the  province,  who,  in  quality  of  vice- 
patron,  was  to  chufe  one  of  them ;  and  that,  if 
the  Jefuits  fhould  refufe  to  fubmit  to  this  regula- 
tion, then  the  governor,  in  conjund:ion  with  the 
bilhop  of  the  diocefe,  might  name  to  thefe  cures 
other  fecular  or  regular  priefls. 

But  I  mull  obferve,  that  this  regulation  was 
made  in  the  mofl  critical  circumftances,  that  the 
jefuits  ever  found  themfelves  in  fmce  their  firfl 
eftablifhment  in  Paraguay.  All  Spain,  and  even 
all  Europe,  fwarmed  with  the  mofh  fhocking  me- 
morials againfl  thefe  miflionaries,  which  were  dif- 
perfed  by  the  partizans  of  Don  Bernardin  de  Car- 
denas, bifnop  of  the  AlTumption  ;  and  one  of  the 
charges,  which  this  prelate  and  his  folicitor  at  the 
court  of  Spain  brought  againfl  them,  with  the 
greatefl  confidence,  was,  that,  in  their  nev/  reduc- 
tions, they,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  de- 
frauded the  king's  revenue.  This  accufation  the 
jefuits  anfwered  in  a  very  fatisfadlory  manner,  as 
loon  as  the  general  terms,  in  v.  hich  it  was  con- 
ceived, would  admit.  Befides,  the  nobleman,  who 
then  prefided  in  the  council  of  the  Indies,  happened 
to  be  their  enemy  ;  and  it  v/as  this  circumflance, 
more  than  any  other,  that  gave  occafion  to  the 
three  decrees,  now  mentioned. 

In  the  two  fir  ft  of  thefe  pieces,  which  were  ad- 
dreifed  to  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas,  the  king 
left  the  provincial  of  the  jefuits  at  liberty  to  change 
the  parifh  priefls,  as  often  as  he  thought  proper, 
without  being  fo  much  as  obliged  to  give  his  rea- 
fons  for  fo  doing;  but  on  the  fame  condition  of 
propofing  to  the  governor  three  other  jefuits  to  re- 
place 
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•  place  him  ;  and  the  royal  audience  having  com- 
municated thefe  orders  to  the  governor  of  Para- 
guay and  Rio  dc  la  Plata,  in  which  the  Redudlions 
are  fituated,  thefe  officers  gave  notice  of  it  to  the 
provincial  of  the  jefuits,  who  chearfully  fubmitted 
to  his  majefly's  pleafure. 

Those,  who-  had  brought  upon  the  jefuits  thefe 
marks  of  his  majefhy's  diffidence,  little  expeded 
they  would  Co  readily  and  refpedtfully  fubmit  to 
them  j  for  they  were  meant  as  a  fnare  to  furprize  the 
Ibyalty  of  thefe  fathers,  who  were  too  wife  to  give 
in  to  it.  They  knew  full  well,  and  we  (hall  fee 
manifold  proofs  of  it  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiflory, 
that  had  they  anfwered  by  faying,  as  they  might 
without  expofmg  themfelves  to  be  contradidted, 
that  it  was  againfl  their  inilitute  to  poflefs  lay- 
cures,  their  Redu(ftions  would  have  been  fpeedily. 
deferted  ;  they  did  not  even  make  any  reprefenta- 
tions  on  the  occafion  ;  but  their  prompt  fubmiffion 
had  a  greater  effect,  than  could  be  expected  from 
the  flr6ngeft.  They  are  not  wanting  in  any  thing 
they  owe  to  the  governors  of  the  provinces  and 
biihops  of  the  diocefes,  in  v/hich  they  have  any  In- 
dians under  their  care,  "  but  as  among  the  three 
perfons,  (fays  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa,  in  his  voy- 
age to  South  America,  Vol.  ii.  B.  i.  Chap.  15.)  re- 
commended on  fuch  occafions  to  the  governor, 
there  will  of  confequence  be  one,  whofe  virtues 
and  talents  render  him  mofl  fit  for  the  office ; 
and,  as  no  better  judges  of  this  can  be  fuppofed, 
than  the  provincials  of  the  order,  the  governor 
and  bifhop  have  receded  from  their  undoubted 
rights ;  and  the  provincials  always  collate  and 
prefer  thofe  whofe  merits  are  mofl  confpicuous." 
It  is  not,  therefore,  furprizing,  if  we  find  the  word 
Redti^ion  as  often  ufed,  as  that  of  dodlrine,  in  the 
lafl  fcheduies  and  refcripts  of  the  kings  of  Spain. 

Vol.  L  T  I  HAVE 


25^  THE    HISTORY 

I  HA vE  already  infmuated,  that. there  are  gene-^  - 
rally  two  jefuits  in  every  lown.  The  fecond  is  almoft 
always  a  millionary  newly  arrived  from  Europe^ 
or  a  young  priefl,  who  has  juft  finifhed  his  fludies 
in  the  univerfity  of  Corduba.      He,  at  once,  ads 
as  vicar  under   the  parifh  prieft,    and   learns   ta 
fpeak  the  Indian  language.     It   is  .  even  ibmetimes 
found  requifite  to  have  a  third  priefl  ^    as,  for  ex- 
ample, when  any  epidemical  ficknefs   rages  in  a 
town ;   a  thing  that  often   happens,  and   without 
which  this  repabiick  would  be  twice  more  popu- 
lous.    On  thefe  occafions,  the  Reductions   are  no 
better  than  large  hofpitals  ;    and  two  priells  would 
never  be  able  to   vifit   the   fick,    adminifler   the 
facraments  to  them,  and  bury  the  dead.  But,  what- 
ever the  number  of  priefls  may  be,  there  reigns 
among    them    the    mofl    per  fed    fubordination. 
"The    parifh    prieft    is    conftantly  the     fuperior  ; 
and,  as  he  has  always  about  him  fix  children   def- 
tined  for  the  fervice  of  the  church,  his  houfe  looks 
like  a  little  convent,  where  every  thing  is  done  by 
found  of  bell.     Himfelf,  though  eftablifhed  in  the 
king's  name,  depends,  in  all  things,  on  the  fuperior 
of  the  miiTion,  who  is  conftantly  employed  in  vi- 
fiting  the  parifhes  under  his  care ;    and  on  his  pro- 
vincial, whofe   vifits  are  likewife  regular,  fo  that 
Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa  has  not  faid  too  much,  in 
reprefenting    all   thefe    miflionaries  as  compofing 
one  fmgle  and  well  regulated  family. 

The  fathers,  on  their  fide,  repay  thefe  teftimo- 
nies  of  efteem  and  affedion  by  a  perpetual  flow  of 
more  than  paternal  tendernefs.  "  The  moft  labori- 
ous part,  (fays  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa,)  of  the  duty 
belonging  to  the  priefts,  is  to  vifit,  perfonally,  the 
chacaras  or  plantations  of  the  Indians  ;  and  in 
this  they  are  remarkably  feduious,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  ill  confequences  of  that  llothful  difpofition 
fo  natural  to  the  Guaranis,    who,  were  they  not 

frequently 
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Frequently  rouled  and  llimulated  by  die  prefence 
of  the  prieft,  would  abandon  their  work,  or,  at 
ieafb,  perform  it  in  a  very  fuperficial  manner.  He 
alfo  attends  at  the  publick  fiaughter-houfe,  where, 
every  day,  they  kill  fome  of  the  cattle  ;  large  herds 
of  which  are  kept  for  the  public  ufe  by  the  Indians. 
The  flefh  of  thefe  beafts  is  dealt  out  by  the 
priefts,  proportionable  to  the  -number  of  perfons 
each  family  confills  of,  fo  that  every  one  has  a  fuf- 
ficiency  to  fupply  the  calls  of  nature,  but  nothing 
for  wafle.  He  alfo  vifits  the  fick,  to  fee  that  they 
want  for  nothing,  and  are  attended  with  that  care 
and  tendernefs  their  condition  requires.  Thefe 
charitable  employments  take  up  fo  great  a  part  of 
the  day,  as  often  to  leave  him  no  time  for  affifl- 
ing  the  father  coadjutor  in 'the  fervices  of  the 
church." 

The  number  of  reductions  is,  atprefent,  thirty, 
of  which  the  thirteen,  nearefl  to  the  Parana  are 
within  .the  diocefe   of    the   AlTumption.       They 
were   within  the  government    of    Paraguay,    till 
the  year  1726,  when,  for  reafons  I  fhall   mention 
hereafter,  Philip  V.   directed  provifionally  and  till 
further  orders,  that  they  Oiould  be  under  the  jurif- 
didion  of  die  srovernor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata.     Some 
time   after  "this,  the  governors  not  only  gave  the 
Neophytes  fome  unneafmefs  in  regard  to  their  tri- 
bute ;  but  ftr?nuoufly  folicited  the  king  to  increafe 
it.      But  his   majefty,    far  from  complying  with 
their  reprefentations^  iifued  a  decree  dated  the  28  th 
of  December  1743,  to  forbid  any  addition  to  be 
made  to  it.     He  even  declared,  that  he  forgave  the 
Neophytes  the  fums  they  might  then  happen  to  owe 
his  treafury ;  and  gave  orders  to  inform  them,  that 
it  was  to  acknowledge  their  loyalty,  and  their  impor- 
tant fervices,  he  granted  them  this  indulgence. 

These  fervices,  which  we  fhall  likewife  fpeak 
of^  as  occafion  offers^  added  to  v/hat  the  Spaniards 

T  2  are 
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are  often  expofed  to  fufFer  from  the  unconquered  or 
revolted  Indians,  are  a  proof,  which,  from  day  to 
day,  becomes  more  glaring,  that  it  was  the  intereft 
of  all  the  Europeans  to  treat  the  people  of  America 
in  the  fame  manner,  in  which  the  jefuits  of  Para- 
guay have  treated  them,  though  they  have  been 
often  charged  with  it,  and  even  perfecuted  for  it,  as  a 
capital  crime.  But  what  proves  flill  better,  the  in- 
veteracy with  which  their  defigns  have  been  tra- 
verfed,  is,  that  while  the  Indians,  under  other  re- 
ligious and  fome  fecular  priells,  were  exempt 
from  paying  tythes  to  their  bifhops,  the  jefuits  alone 
v/ere  attacked  on  that  fcore.  An  edi<ft  was  even 
obtained,  in  1 694,  by  which  they  were  ordered  to 
pay  them.  But  the  chapter  of  the  AlTumption, 
having  reprefented  to  the  council,  that  no  tythes  had 
ever  been  required  from  the  other  Indians,  though 
better  able  to  pay  them,  the  council  voted,  that  it 
would  be,  perhaps,  dangerous  to  infift  upon  their 
G-ompliance.  In  procefs  of  time,  however,  fome 
perfons  were  for  having  Don  Jofeph  Paralta, 
bifhop  of  Buenos  Ayres,  exa6t  the  tithes  of  the 
feventeen  reductions  within  his  diocefe ;  but  this  pre- 
late very  prudently  anfwered,  that  it  was  impoflible 
for  him  to  think  of  loading  them  with  any  fuch  bur- 
den, as  long  as  he  had  ocular  demonftration  of 
their  being  no  way  able  to  fupport  it. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  the  interior 
government  of  the  redud:ions  depends  chiefly 
upon  the  milFionaries.  The  limited  underftanding 
of  their  Neophytes  requires,  that  they  fhould  enter 
into  all  their  aflfairs,  and  direcfl  them  in  their 
temporal  as  well  as  in  their  fpiritual  concerns. 
Every  tov/n,  however,  has  the  fame  officers  of  jus- 
tice and  of  police  with  the  fpanifli  towns  ;  a  cor- 
regidor,  regidors,  and  alcades,  ail  chofen  by  the 
Indians  themfelves  with  the  affiftance  of  their 
miflionaries  j    but  afterwards   confirmed  by    the 

fupreme 
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fiipreme  governor  of  the  province.     As,  however, 
there  is  no  laying  any  great  flrefs  on  the  capa- 
city of    thele    ofticeis,    they   are  not    permitted 
to  decide  any   thing  of  importance,    and  much 
lets   i  iflid  any  punifhinent,    without  the   appro- 
bation of  theii  p^.dors.     The  punifhments,  after 
all,  confifl  in  nothing  but  prayers,   fading,    con- 
finement, and  fometimes  whipping ;  thefe  Neophy- 
tes committing  no  faults  that  defer ve  any  feverer 
animadverfion.     Before  confinement,  care  is  taken 
to  make  them  fenfible  of  their  faults  in  the  mildeft 
manner  ;    a  tafk  no  way  difficult,  confidering  the 
goodnefs  of  their   difpofition.     Accordingly,    not 
one  of  them  has  ever  been  known  to  prove  refrac- 
tory und^r.  it,  or  exprefs  the  leaft  refentment  againft 
his  judges.   ^*  Indeed  the  love  and  veneration,  fays 
Don  Antonio  Ulloa,  the  Indians  pay  their  paflors, 
are  fo  great,  that  could  they  be  guilty  of  enjoining 
an  unjufl  punifhment,  the  fuffering  party  would 
impute  it  to  his  own  demerits,  being  firmly  per- 
fuaded  that  the  priefls  never  do  any  thing  without 
a  fufficient  reafon."    To  conclude,  there  is  in  every 
town  a  Cacique,  who  is,  as  it  were,    the  governor 
in  chief-,  but  he  attends  to  little,  but  military  affairs. 
He  is,  however,  exempt  from  tribute,  as  is  like- 
wife  his  eldeft  fon. 

It  has  been  judged  requifite  to  ufe  the  greatefl 
precautions,  to  hinder  thefe  new  chrifhians  from 
having  any  correfpondence  with  the  Spaniards  ;  fo 
that  no  Spaniards  are  permitted  to  enter  their 
towns,  but  fuch  as  wait  on  the  bifhop  and  gover- 
nor. The  neceffity  of  this  precaution,  befides  be- 
ing proved  by  experience,  muft  appear  to  any  one 
who  has  the  leafl  opportunity  of  confidering  the 
wide  difference  between  thefe  Neophytes,  and  thofe 
in  whofe  favour  it  has  not  been  obferved.  The 
miflionary  fathers  will  not  now  allow,  fays  Don  An- 
tonio de  Ulloa,  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Peru  to 
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converfe  with  their  Indians,  the  decline  of  fome  of 
the  latter/  from  their  primitive  happinefs  and  piety 
being  found  to  proceed  entirely  from  too  open  an 
intercourfe  between  them  and  the  latter. 

Nay,  their  paflors  have,  as  yet,  in  a  manner, 
hindered  them  from  fpeaking  fpanifh,  barely  teach- 
ing the.  children,  in  geneial,  to  read  and  write 
in  that  language;  and  thofe  alone  are  taught  to 
read  and  write  the  latin,  who  are  deftined  to  fing 
in  the  churches ;  but,  what  ever  they  are  applied  to, 
they  take  it  up  in  a  furprizing  manner.  To  hear 
them  read  thefe  languages,  one  would  imagine  they 
underflood  them  perfeclly  well ;  and  as  to  writing 
them,  they  copy  manufcripts  in  them  without  a  fin- 
gle  fault,  and  in  a  very  fine  hand.  There  is  adually 
a  very  large  one  of  their  copying  at  Madrid,  which 
would  do  honour  to  the  befl  copiers  of  Europe, 
both  in  point  of  beauty  and  exacflnefs.  The 
motive  which  hindered  the  miflionaries  from  going 
greater  lengths  v/ith  them,  was,  that  they  never 
left  home,  on  any  military  expedition,  or  to  carry 
on  the  king's  works,  without  a  miflionary  to  ferve 
them,  not  only  as  chaplain,  but  likewife  as 
interpreter.  Befides,  their  manners  could  hardly 
efcape  corrupaon,  were  they  to  communicate  with 
'the  Spaniards.  Philip  V.  however,  fearing  that 
this  referve  might  be  interpreted  to  the  difad- 
vantage  of  the  jefuits,  ordered,  by  his  decree  of 
the  20th  of  December  1743,  that  they  fhould  be 
all. taught  to  fpeak  fpanifh.  But,  confidering  their 
great  relucftance  to  learn  this  language,  the  execu-= 
tion  of  his  majelly's  orders  will,  it  is  probable,  be 
attended  with  very  great  difficulties. 

We  have  already  often  obferved,  that  thefe  In- 
dians are,  by  nature,  of  a  very  limited  capacity,  and 
underfrand  nothing,  but  what  immediately  falls 
under  the  fenfes.  This  dulnefs  of  apprehenfion 
appeared  to  the  firfh  mifTionaries,  to  fall  little  fhort 
of  downright  flupidity  ;  and  they,  accordingly,  re- 
mained 
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niained  in  fufpenfe  for  fome  time,  whether  it  waS 
proper  to  adminilTier  to  them  any  facrament,  but 
that  of  bapdfm.  But,  being  too  wife  to  decide  for 
themfelves  in  an  affair  of  fo  much  confequence, 
they  confulted  the  bifliops  of  Peru  afTembled  in 
council  at  Lima ;  and  received  for  anfwer,  that  they 
Ihould  be  very  cautious  how  they .  admitted  them 
to  the  other  facraments.  It  foon,  however,  plainly 
appeared,  that  the  interior  mafler,  who  gives  under- 
ftanding,  when  he  pleafes,  to  infants,  communi- 
cated himfelf  in  a  fenfible  manner  to  thefe  nevy 
chriflians.  And,  perhaps,  there  never  appeared  a 
*more  convincing  proof,  that  our  holy  religion  is 
the  only  true  one  ;  fince,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
implants  in  the  heart  the  mofh  noble  and  elevated 
fentiments,  it  proportionably  opens  and  improves 
the  underflanding. 

They  fucceed,  as  it  were  by  inflindl,  in  all  the 
-arts,  to  v/h'ich  they  are  applied  ;  but,  then,  they 
-have  been  applied  to  fuch  only,  as  were  thought 
requifite  to  exempt  them  from  the  necefTity  of 
having  recourfe  to  foreign  affi fiance.  As  yet,  they 
have  not  difcovered  any  talent  for  invention  ;  but 
they  were  foon  obferved  to  poffefs  that  of  imita- 
tion in  a  fovereign  degree.  It  is  enough,  for  exam- 
ple, to  fhew  them  a  crucifix,  a  candleftick,  a  cencer  -, 
and  give  them  materials  for  making  others.  They 
-copy  them  fo  well,  that  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  dif- 
tinguifh  their  work  from  the  pattern.  They  have 
been  known  to  make,  on  bare  infpedlion,  the  mofl 
intricate  organs  ;  as  alfo  aflronomical  fpheres, 
turkey  carpets,  and  other  moll  curious  manufac- 
tures. They  engrave  upon  brafs,  after  giving  it  a 
due  polifh,  all  the  figures  traced  before  them. 
They  have  naturally  a  jufl  air,  and  an  uncommon 
tafle  for  mufick  ;  and  touch,  as  well  as  make,  to 
admiration,  all  forts  of  mufical  inftruments.  lea- 
ther Cattaneo,  whom  I  have  already  cited,  allures 
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us,  that  he  has  feen  a  child  not  more  than  twelve 
perform  on  the  harp,  witna  fure  and  eafy  hand, 
the  moft  difficult  anthems  of  Bologna.  They 
have,  befides,  a  fweet  and  fonorous  pipe,  which,  ac- 
cording to  what  I  have  already  faid,  is  attributed  to 
the  waters  of  their  rivers.  Thele  uncommon  talents 
for  mufic  engaged  the  miifionaries  to  eftablifh  choirs 
in  all  their  churches  ;  experience  having  (hewn 
that  nothing  contributes  more  to  infpire  them  with 
devotion  ;  give  them  a  llrong  liking  to  divine  fer- 
vice  ;  and  make  them  more  readily  comprehend 
the  inflrudtions  proper  for  them,  which,  for  this 
purpofe,  have  been  all  fet  to  mufick. 

This  natural  tafte  for  mufick  was,  likewife,  of 
great  fervice  in  helping  to  people  the  firft  Reduc-- 
tions.  For  the  jefuits,  having  obferved  in  their 
journeys  by  water,  that,  as  foon  as,  to  recreate  them- 
felves  in  an  innocent  and  holy  manner,  they  began 
to  fing  any  fpiritual  canticle,  crowds  of  Indians 
flocked  to  the  banks,  and  feemed  to  take  a  parti- 
cular liking  to  their  mufick,  they  improved  the 
opportunity  to  explain  to  them  the  fubjedl  of  their 
fongs  y  when,  as  if  the  melody  had  changed  their 
hearts,  and  rendered  them  fufceptible  of  the  fenti- 
ments,  with  which  the  fathers  longed  to  infpire 
them,  they  eafily  prevailed  on  the  poor  creatures 
to  follow  them  ;  and  gradually  infinuated  into  their 
hearts  the  mofl  elevated  fentiments  of  religion  ^ 
thus  realizing  in  thefe  favage  countries,  what 
fable  relates  of  Amphion  and  Orpheus. 

Every  Redudlion  has  two  fchools.  In  one,  the 
children  learn  to  read  and  write  ;  in  the  other, 
to  dance,  fing,  and  play  upon  all  the  inftruments 
permitted  to  be  ufed  in  divine  fervice,  which  they 
do,  like  the  birds,  as  it  were  by  inflind;.  Don 
Antonio  de  Ulloa  fays,  that  fomeof  them  are  taught 
latin,  and  learn  it  very  well ;  but,  I  believe,  all  their 
knowledge  of  it  confifts  in  reading  and  pronounc- 
ing it  corredlly.     Father  Cattaneo  was  furprized, 

at 
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at  his  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres,  to  fee  a  young  Neo- 
phyte afcend  the  pulpit  in  the  refedory  of  the  col- 
lege there,  in  order  to  read  in  meal  time  ;  but  more 
fo,  to  hear  him  read  both  the  latin  and  fpanilh  lan- 
guages, as  well  as  if  he  was  perfedly  well  acquainted 
v/ith  both. 

There  are,  everywhere,  workfhops  for  gilders, 
painters,'  and  fculptors  ^  gold,  filver,  and  other 
fmiths  i  clockmakers,  carpenters,  joiners,  weavers, 
and  founders ;  in  a  word,  for  all  che  arts  and  trades, 
that  can  be  ufeful  to  them.  As  foon  as  the  children 
are  old  enough  to  begin  to  v/ork,  they  are  taken  to 
thefe  worklhops,  and  applied  to  the  bufinefs  which 
they  exprefs  the  greateft  liking  for,  from  a  perfua- 
fion,  that  art  is  to  be  guided  by  nature.  Their 
firft  maflers  v/ere  lay-brother  jefuits,  fent  for,  on 
purpofe  to  inflru6l  them.  Sometimes,  the  fathers 
themfelves  have  been  obliged  to  drive  the  plow,  and 
handle  the  fpade,  to  ini  Jate  tjjem  in  hulbandry  -, 
and  engage  them,  by  their  example,  to  cultivate  the 
earth ;  to  fow  and  to  reap.  To  conclude,  thefe 
Neophytes  have  built,  after  defigns  furniflied  them 
by  the  jefuits,  fuch  churclies,  as  would  not  difgrace 
the  greateft  cities  in  Spain  oi  Peru,  either  in  regard 
to  the  beauty  of  their  ftrudture,  or  the  richnefs 
and  good  tafte  of  their  facred  vellels  and  ornaments 
of  every  kind. 

This  is  not  the  cafe  with  their  houfes.  For  a 
great  many  years,  nothing  could  be  more  mean 
and  fimple,  being  built  with  canes  covered  with 
plaifter  ;  without  window  or  chimney ;  without 
feats  or  beds  ;  in  a  manner  without  any  furni- 
ture. The  whole  family  fat  on  the  floor ;  and 
lay  in  hammocks,  which  were  not  to  be  fecn  in 
the  day  time ;  the  fmoke  of  the  fires,  which 
they  made  in  the  center  of  their  cabins,  had  no  if- 
fue,  nor  the  light  of  the  fun  any  entrance,  but 
by  the  door.  At  prefent,  their  houfes  aie  as  conve- 
nient, 
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nient,  as  neat,  and  as  kvdifurniflied,  as  thofe  of 
the  common  Spaniards.  They'^ave  even  be- 
gun to  build  them  }ivith  flone  and  cover  them 
with  tile.  ^^ — ^ 

The  work  of  the  w^omen  is  regulated  as  well  as 
that  of  the  men.  It  confifls  chiefly  in  fpinning. 
The  br ginning  of  every  week,  every  woman  re- 
ceives a  certain  quantity  of  wool  and  cotton, 
which  fhe  muft  return  the  Saturday  night  following, 
ready  for  the  loom.  They  are,  likewife,  now  and 
then,  put  to  certain  country  labours,  which  do  not 
fuipafs  their  flrength  and  capacity. 

The  trade  thefe  Indians  carry  on,  to  procure 
what  their  country  does  not  afford,  confifls  chiefly 
in  wild  v/ax  and  hqney ;  and  the  herb  of  Paraguay, 
£)f  which  they  have  every  where  made  plantations ; 
the  fale  of  it  being  certain,  as  no  one  in  this  country 
can  do  without  it.  I  faid,  that  the  firfl:  plants  of 
this  vegetable  were  brought  from  the  canton  of  Ma- 
racayu,  where  the  befl  kind  of  it  grows  naturally  ; 
but  they  have  degenerated  very  little  in  the  reduc- 
tions. This  trade  is  fufficiently  explained  in  the  de- 
cree of  Philip  V.  which  I  have  already  fo  often 
cited.  Some  perfons  have  cenfured  the  manner  of 
carrying  it  on,  though  every  circumfliance  of  it  is 
authorized  by  the  fovereign, .  who  plainly  faw  how 
indifpenfably  neceflary  it  was  for  the  prefervation  of 
this  repubiick. 

We  fhall  fee,  in  its  place,  what  reafons  the  mif- 
fionaries  had  for  aflcing  for  their  Neophytes,  and 
the  kings  of  Spain  for  granting  them,  the  ufe  of  fire 
arms.  This  privilege  was,  in  fadt,  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  mofl  cruel 
flavery ;  or  being  difperfed  over  the  woods  and 
mountains  ^  and  that  too,  without  being  fure  of  ef- 
caping  the  hands  of  their  inveterate  purfuers.  I 
may  even  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  kings  of 
Spain,  and  their  fpanifh  fubjeds,    are  thofe,  who 
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reap,  at  prefent,  the  greatefl  benefit  from  this  in- 
dulgence, though  the  latter,  from  principles  of 
felf  interefl,  omitted  nothing  to  have  it  repealed ; 
fo  that,  for  many  years  together,  the  royal  council 
of  the  Indies  was  more  taken  up  with  difcuflions 
about  it,  than  v/ith  any  other  bufmefs  relating  to. 
the  Spanifh  dominions  in  America.  But  the  intereft 
of  the  ftate,  joined  to  that  of  rehgion,  prevailed  at 
lafl.  Philip  V.  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  it  is 
more  the  interefl  of  the  millionaries  than  of  any 
others,  to  hinder  their  Neophytes  from  abufmg 
this  liberty  of  being  conflantiy  v/eil  aim'  d,  con- 
fines himfelf,  in  his  decree  of  the  2  Bth  of  Decem- 
ber 1743,  to  the  recommending  to  the  provincial 
of  the  jefuits,  to  deliberate  v/ith  his  brethren  on 
the,  means  of  preventing  any  inconveniencies  that 
might  be  appi  ehended  frorn  it  -,  ordering  him,  in 
cafe  there  fiiould  appear  the  leafh  fign  of  any  ten- 
dency to  an  infurreclion,  to  give  early  notice  of  it 
to  the  council,  and  let  them  know  what  meafures 
it  may  be  proper  to  take  to  prevent  a  furprize.  But 
there  is  fo  much  the  lefs  reafon  to  apprehend  any 
thing  like  a  revolt  among  the  Neophytes,  that 
their  happinefs  and  fecurity  depend  eniirely  on 
their  lo}'alty,  which  nodiing  but  an  attempt  upon 
their  liberties  can  impair  ;  and  none,  certainly,  but 
the  enemies  of  the  king,  or  of  the  fliate,  can  pof- 
fibly  think  of  making  any  fuch  attempt. 

Sever  A  L  perfons  imagine,  that,  in  this  republick, 
there  is  no  private  propei  ty  ;  but  that,  every  week, 
each  family  receives  the  necefiary  food  ;  and,  from 
time  to  time,  the  other  neceffary  articles  for  their 
fubfiftence.  Some  fuch  regulation  migh  poiiibly 
have  exifled,  when  thofe  Indians,  but  ncvvly 
united,  were  not  in  a  capacity  to  procure  them- 
felves,  by  their  labours,  a  certain  and  regular 
fupply  of  the  neceflaries  of  life ;  nor  well  efta^ 
blilhed    in  places    of  fufficient    fecurity.      Bat 
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in  procefs  of  time,  and  efpecially,  fince  they  have 
been  no  longer  expofed  to  the  danger  of  being  ob^ 
liged  to  remove  from  place  to  place,  there  has  been 
aiiigned  to  every  family  a  piece  of  land,  fufficient, 
if  properly  cultivated,  to  fupply  it  with  the  ne* 
ceflaries  of  life;  for,  as  to  fuperfluities,  they  are,  as 
yet,  ftrangers  to  them.     And,   confidering  their 
natural  difpofition,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  brought  up,  there  is  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 
to  hope,  they  will  ever  continue  fo.     The  mifTion- 
aries,  indeed,  know  the  full  amount  of  what  their 
lands  produce.     It  is  the  fame  thing  "in  regard  to 
their  commerce,  which  cannot  be  carried  on  but 
under  the  eyes  of  thofe,  who  are  moft  concerned 
carefully  to  infped  it. 

All  the  lands  of  the  country,   where  the  Re- 
ductions are  fiiuated,  are  not  equally  good  for  the 
fame  things.     In  thofe,  which  lie  neareft  the  tro- 
picks,  as  the  environs  of  the  Parana  for  example, 
there  is  plenty  of  honey,  wax,  maiz,  and  cotton  •, 
thofe  more  to  the  South  yield  wool,  hemp,  and 
wheat;    and   abound,    befides,  in  good  paflures. 
The  woods  and  the  rivers  are  every  where  well 
flocked  with  game.     Barter   fupplies  the  defici- 
encies of  nature.      Gold    and    filver    (hines    no 
where  but  on  the  altars.     But,  befides  thefe  fpots 
of  ground,  that  have  been  given  in  fee  to  every  fa- 
ther of  a  family,  and  which  are  cleared  in  proportion 
as  the  Redudtions  become  more  populous,    there 
are  fome  that  belong  to  the  community,  and  the 
produce  of  which  is  depofited  in  the  publick  ma- 
gazines againfl  unforefeen  accidents  ;  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  churches,  and  every  thing  relating  to 
divine  worfhip ;  for  the  fupport  of  widows,  and  or- 
phans, the  fick  and  the  infirm,  thofe  employed  in 
the  fervice  of  the  altar,  or  commanded  to  any 
diftance,  to  ferve  his  majefly  in  a  civil  or  mihtary 
capacity ;  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Caciques,  cor- 
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regidors,  and  other  civil  and  military  officers  ;  for 
the  poor,  whatever  the  caufe  of  their  poverty  may 
be ;  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  bad  crops,  even 
for  other  towns ;  for  the  Indians,  in  all  their  necef- 
fities,  afTifl  each  other  to  the  beft  of  their  power. 
The  furplus,  if  there  happens  to  be  any,  is  added 
to  the  goods  to  be  fold  for  paying  the  king's 
tribute,  and  purchafing  fuch  military  flores  as  the 
king  does  not  fupply  them  with ;  and,  in  a  word, 
gold,  filver,  copper,  iron,  and  fleel,  for  the  con- 
flrudtion  of  arms  and  the  decoration  of  their 
altars. 

The  Redudlions  are  pretty  large ;  the  ftreets 
of  them  quite  ftrait,  and  the  houfes  uniform.  In 
the  center  of  every  Redudlion  there  is  a  fqiiare, 
which  the  church  faces,  and  likewife  the  arfenal, 
in  which  all  the  arms  and  ammunition  are  laid 
up.  Here  the  Indians  exercife  every  week ;  for 
there  are,  in  every  town,  two  companies  of  militia, 
whofe  officers  have,  according  to  their  refpe<!^ive 
ranks,  very  handfome  uniforms  laced  with  gold  and 
filver ;  but  they  never  wear  them  except  when  they 
exercife  or  take  the  field.  The  civil  officers  have, 
likewife,  proper  habits  to  diflinguiih  them.  As  to 
the  common  drefs,  it  confifls,  for  the  men,  in  a  waift- 
coat  and  breeches,  very  like  thofe  worn  by  the  Spa- 
niards ;  and  above  all  a  frock  of  white  cloth,  which 
reaches  below  the  knee.  This  frock,  is  fometimes, 
made  of  a  coloured  cloth  ;  and  is  then  a  mark  of 
diilindtion  allowed  only  to  merit.  The  women's 
drefs  confifls  in  a  fhift  without  fleeves,  that  reaches 
to  the  feet,  and  over  it  a  gown  fomewhat  loofe  and 
flowing.  But  when  employed  in  the  fields,  they 
wear  nothing  but  the  former.  When  they  carry 
any  burden,  they  tie  it  to  the  tv/o  ends  of  a  broad 
flrap,  which  they  pafs  over  the  forehead  like  the 
women  among  the  favages  of  Canada.  Boch  men 
and  women  go  bare-iegged,  bare-footed  and  bare- 
headed.    The  women's  hair  ferves  them  for  a  veil. 
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The  miflionaries  have  their  houfes  next  to  the 
church.  The  ilore-houfes,  work-fhops,  and  gra- 
naries for  containing  the  produce  of  the  common 
grounds,  which  are  ahvays  cultivated  at  the  com- 
mon expence,  fland  all  upon  the  fame  line.  In  the 
Redudlions  fituated  at  a  great  diftance  from  Spa- 
niih  towns  or  navigable  rivers,  iron  and  fleel  are 
fo  fcarce,  that  the  Indians  are  often  obliged  to 
make  their  tools  of  fhone,  or  of  wood  hardened 
by  fire.  Their  bell  metal  they  get  from  Co- 
quimbo,  a  town  of  Ghili,  where  they  purchafe  it 
in  exchange  for  fuch  of  their  commodities  as  they 
can  there  find  a  vent  for.  Not  only  thofe  who  carry 
on  this  traffick,  but  in  general  "all  thofe  who  go  with 
any  goods  for  fale  from  the  Redudlions  to  the  Spa- 
niih  fettlements,  are  defrayed  by,  and  have  likewife 
their  lands  cultivated  at  the  expence  of  the  publick. 
As  to  the  produce  of  thofe  goods,  it  is  well  known  ; 
the  rates  being  all  fixed,  fo  as  to  admit  of  no  im- 
pofition  or  difpute. 

In  fpite  of  this  police,  and  all  the  meafures  taken 
to  prevent  any  one  wanting  the  neceffaries  of  life, 
the  milTionaries  find  it  a  very  difficult  talk  to 
make  all  things  anfwer.  This  is  owing  to  three 
failings  in  their  Neophytes,  which  they  have  not 
as  yet  been  able  to  corredl ;  namely,  their  little 
forefight,  their  lazinefs,  and  their  want  of  oecono- 
mv,  in  confequence  of  which  they  often  come  fhort 
of  feed  for  their  lands.  On  this  occafion  there 
is  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  aflifling  them  ;  but  then 
they  are  obliged  to  return,  after  harveft,  a  quantity 
of  grain  equal  to  that  lent  them  to  procure  it.  As 
to  other  provifions,  if  the  miflionaries  did  not  keep 
a  very  watchful  eye  over  them,  they  would,  in  a  lit- 
tle time,  not  have  a  morfel  to  eat.  This  is  likewife 
owing  to  fo  infatiable  an  appetite,  that,  a  few 
moments  after  they  have  fluffed  their  bellies,  they 
are  ready  for  a  new  meal.     Nay,  the  miflionaries, 
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atfirfl,  could  not  fo  much  as  leave  to  their  difcretion 
the  bullocks  employed  in  agriculture,  left  tlirough 
lazinefs  they  fhould  leave  them  unyoked,  when 
their  work  was  over  ;  and  even  tear  them  to  piecf^s, 
and  devour  them,  as  it  has  often  happened  ;  when 
their  being  hungry  was  all  the  excuie  that  could  be 
got  out  of  them. 

This  has  obliged  the  mifiionaries  to  appoint 
overfeers,  who  vifit  every  place  exactly,  to  fee  if 
the  Indians  mind  their  bufmefs,  and  keep  their 
cattle  in  good  order ;  and  have  a  power  to  punifli 
them,  when  they  find  them  in  fault,  which  feldom 
happens  at  prefent.  Befides,  when  it  does,  they 
readily  confefs  their  guilt  and  fubmit  to  the  fentence 
pronounced  on  them.  All  their  faults  are  the  faults 
of  children ;  and,  indeed,  they  continue  children^ 
in  many  refpedls,  all  their  lives ;  but  then  it  is  with 
all  the  good  qualities  peculiar  to  that  age.  In  fpite,- 
however,  of  all  the  precautions  we  have  been  fpeak- 
ing  of,  the  miflionaries  often  find  it  necefTary  to 
have  recourfe  to  other  expedients,  to  enable  feveral 
families  to  hold  out  to  the  end  of  the  year ;  no 
beggary  being  tolerated  in  this  republick,  for  fear 
of  introducing  theft,  and  encouraging  lazinefs. 
The  fureft  method  hitherto  found  out  to  corredt 
this  laft  failing,  is  to  condemn  the  delinquent  to 
cultivate  the  referved  lands,  of  which  we  have 
fpoken,  and  which  are  called  God's  poffeffion  or 
inheritance ;  but  then,  as  fuch  workmen  are  not  to 
be-  depended  upon,  care  is  taken  to  affociate  with 
them  others  of  known  diligence.  The  fathers  of 
families  are  likewife  obliged  to  fend  their  children 
there  very  early,  in  order  to  form  and  inure  them 
to  labour.  Every  child's  tafk  is  adjufted  to  his 
ftrength  ;  and  there  is  no  pardon  for  thofe  v/ho  do 
not  perform  it. 

One  of  the  greateft  advantages  derived  from  this 
police  is,  that  it  keeps  every  one  employed.     It 
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maintains,  befides,  not  only  in  every  town,  but 
through  the  whole  republick,  lb  perfe(5t  an  union, 
that  ftrangers  cannot  help  obierving  it  at  firft  fight. 
There  are  no  quarrels  or  law-fuits  to  be  feen  here ; 
tmne  and yotirs  arc  unknown  words;  becaufe,  it  is, 
in  fad:,  to  have  no  exclufive  property  ;  to  be  always 
ready  to  divide  the  little  one  has,  with  thofe  that 
want  it ;  and  to  have  one's  attention  as  much,  and 
fometimes  even  more,  taken  up  with  the  concerns 
of  others,  than  one's  own.  It  is  thus,  the  authors 
of  this  eftablifhment  have  made  the  very  failings 
of  thefe  Indians  contribute  to  procure  them  the 
greatefl  bleOings  of  fociety,  and  the  conflant  prac- 
tice of  the  firfl  of  all  chrillian  virtues,  which 
is  charity.  There  is  but  one  thing  ftill  wanting 
to  compleat  their  happinefs,  and  that  is,  an  hofpi- 
tal  and  a  good  difpenfary  for  medicines,  in  every 
town,  or  at  leafb  in  every  canton ;  fuch  as  are  to 
be  met  am^ong  the  Moxes^  where  the  jefuits  of  Peru 
have  formed  a  republick  on  the  model  of  that  of 
the  Guaranis.  But  thefe  fathers  found  refources 
for  this  purpofe,  which  are  not  to  be  expelled  in 
Paraguay,  where  there  are  no  opulent  perfons,  and 
the  Spaniards,  befides,  have  no  great  affedlion  for 
Indians,  v/ho  depend  immediately  on  the  fovereign, 
and  ferve  only  tlie  ftate. 

What  contributes  flill  more  to  maintain  among 
thefe  new  chriftians  that  fur  prizing  harmony  we 
have  mentioned,  is  the  fubordination  and  good  un- 
derilanding  that  prevails  among  their  fpiritual  go- 
vernors. Thofe,  who  have  hitherto  had  the  imme- 
diate condudl  of  this  flock  gathered  together 
by  their  labours,  never  confidered.  themfelves,  in 
any  flation  whatfoever,  otherwife,  than  as  the 
inftruments  of  the  bifhops  in  whofe  diocefe  they 
labour  ;  fo  that  every  thing  publifhed  againil  them 
on  this  head  has  fallen,  of  itfelf,  to  the  ground  ;  or 
has  been  unanfv/erably  refuted  by  the  mofl  holy 
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prelates,  the  province-  of  Paraguay,  Tucuman^ 
and  Buenos  Ayres,  ever  enjoyed.  Thefe  miflio- 
naries  never  took  any  fleps  to  enter  upon  this  great 
work,  or  bring  it  to  perfedlion,  but  with  the  con- 
fent,  and  by  the  authority,  of  their  bifhops  ;  and 
never  affeded  any  independence  in  the  exercife  of 
their  fundions.  They  never  ufed  the  privileges 
granted  to  them  by  the  holy  fee,  but  in  the  fame 
manner,  in  which  other  religious  moft  fubmilTive  to 
their  bifhops,  every  where  ufe  them.  They  have 
even  been  more  referved.  For,  though  the  kings 
of  Spain  had  authorized  them  to  eftablidi  Re- 
ductions wherever  they  thought  proper,  and  govern 
fuch  Reductions  under  the  dirediion  of  their  fupe- 
riors,  they  never  made  any  difficulty  to  refign  their 
places  to  any  other  paftors  the  bifhops  were  pleafed 
to  appoint,  though  tiiey  knew  their  departure  would 
be  followed  by  the  difperfion  of  their  flock,  as  it  has 
often  happened. 

The  bifhops  feldom  vifit  the  Reductions,  ef- 
pecially  thofe  of  the  diocefe  of  Buenos  Ayres,  be- 
caufe  they  lie  at  a  great  diflance  from  that  city. 
Thefe  journeys,  befides,  are  very  fatiguing ;  very 
dangerous;  and  attended  with  greater  expence, 
than  thefe  prelates,  whofe  revenues  are  very  fcanty, 
can  well  afford,  though  defrayed,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  by  the  Indians  themfelves.  It  is  well  knov/n, 
however,  that  it  is  not  the  fault,  either  of  thefe 
Indians,  or  their  milTionaries,  that  thefe  vifits  are 
not  oftener  repeated.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
been  feveral  times  obliged  to  apply  for  them  in 
the  moft  earneft  manner,  and  for  a  long  time  to- 
gether, before  they  could  obtain  them.  The  Indi- 
ans folicit  them,  to  have  the  comfort  of  feeing  their 
bifhop,  and  for  fear  of  being  deprived  of  the  facra- 
ment  of  confirmation  ;  the  paftors,  becaufe  they  al- 
ways incr^^afe  the  fervor  in  their  churches ;  filence 
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their  detradlors  j  and  even  procure  them,  on  the 
teflimony  of  the  vifiting  bifhops,  frefh  marks  of  his 
catholic  majefty's  good  will  and  favour. 

As,  to  arrive  at  the  nearefl  Redudions  within 
the  diocefe  of  Buenos  Ayres,  it  is  requifite  to 
remount  the  Uraguay  for  fome  days  together ;  and 
the  navigation  is  not  only  troublefome,  but  dange- 
rous, on  account  of  the  great  number  of  barbarians, 
enemies  to  the  chriftian  name,  who  often  appear 
upon  its  banks  ;  and  as,  belides,  there  is  no  refting 
place  to  be  met  with  during  the  whole  journey, 
nor  the  ieaft  conveniency,  even  that  of  a  bed,  to  lie 
upon,  the  bifhop  had  no  fooner  given  notice  of  his 
intentions,  than  two  or  three  jefuiis  repaired  to  Bu- 
enos Ayres  with  a  great  number  of  their  Indians,  to 
efcort  him.  Other  Neophytes  received  orders,  at 
the  fame  time  to  make  the  befl  of  their  way  to  cer- 
tain pods,  from  diftance  to  diftance,  in  order  to 
drive  away  any  enemies  they  may  find  there  ;  carry 
refrefhments ;  and  relieve  each  other  in  conducting 
the  bifhop.  This  laft  precaution  is  fo  much  the 
more  requifite,  as  the  miifionaries  have  often  been 
flopt  half  way,  by  the  fudden  breaking  out  of 
the  fmall  pox,  or  fome  other  epidemical  diforder 
amongft  the  Indians. 

On  the  prelate's  approach  to  a  Reduction,  the 
news  of  which  is  always  received  by  the  inha- 
bitants with  the  greateft  demonftrations  of  joy,  two 
companies  of  cavalry  immediately  fet  out  to  meet 
him,  and  never  ftop  till  they  have  got  within  fight 
of  the  convoy.  Then  they  form ;  difplay  their 
colours  ;  and  perform,  in  the  beft  order,  all  their 
evolutions.  This  done,  they  all  alight ;  come  and 
throw  themfelves  at  the  prelate's  feet;  kifs  his 
hand  in  the  moft  refpecflful  manner  ;  and  receive 
his  bleffing.  About  a  league  from  the  town,  the 
Cacique,  the  Corregidor,  and  all  the  officers,  both 
civil  and  military,  the  fuperior  of  the  millions,  the 
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paridi  prieft,  and  fome  other  jefiiits  aflembled 
from  the  neighbouring  Redudtions,  likewife  pay 
their  refpedls  to  the  biihop  ;  fall  on  their  knees  to 
kifs  his  hand,  and  afl^  his  blelling.  The  infantry 
appears  next,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  colours 
flying,  drums  beating,  fifes  and  clarions  founding; 
and,  after  opening  to  let  his  lordfhip  pafs  through 
them,  join  again,  and  bring  up  the  rear,  all  the 
while  beating  to  arms,  till  they  have  feen  their  pre- 
late fafely  arrived. 

The  prelate  enters  the  town  amidfl  the  repeated 
acclamations  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and,  firft,  repairs 
to  the  church,  where,  on  his  arrival  at  the  gates, 
the  organs  are  immediately  put  in  motion.  It  is 
here  the  women  wait  his  coming  ;  for  they  are  never 
permitted  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  to  mix 
with  the  men  on  fuch  occafions.  Though  the 
piety  and  modefly,  painted  in  their  countenances, 
are  all  their  ornament,  the  fmcere  joy  they  exprefs 
at  their  bifhop's  arrival  never  fails  to  draw  tears 
from  him  and  all  his  attendants.  Many  prelates 
have  even  affirmed,  that  their  tears  never  dried  up 
during  all  the  time  their  vifitation  lafled.  The 
bifhop,  after  giving  his  blefling  to  his  dear  daugh- 
ters in  Jefus  Chrill,  who  receive  it  with  joined 
hands  and  proflrated  on  the  ground,  is  conducted 
to  the  altar,  where  he  makes  a  ihort  prayer,  and 
then  gives  out  the  Te  Deum^  which  is  accom- 
panied by  the  bell  vocal  and  inflrumental  mufick. 
After  this,  he  and  his  attendants  repair  to  the  apart- 
ments that  have  been  prepared  for  them,  where 
they  find  every  conveniency  they  can  wifh  for ;  and 
are  ferved  with  the  greatefl  neatnefs  and  order. 

The  time  his  lordfhip  fpends  among  them  is 
employed  in  thofe  fun(ftions,  which  are  the  princi- 
pal objedl  of  his  coming ;  efpecially  that  of  con- 
firming all  thofe  who  have  not  before  received  that 
facrament.     But  thefe  duties  are  intermixed  with 
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holy  rejoicings,  in  which  the  flrangers  are  furprized 
to  find  more  order,  good  tafte,  and  even  elegance, 
than  are,  perhaps,  to  be  feen  in  fome  of  the  largeft 
and  beft  governed  towns  of  Europe.  Acclamations 
precede  and  follow  the  prelate  wherever  he  goes ; 
and  his  progrefs  may  be  traced  by  flowers  and  odo- 
riferous herbs  and  triumphal  arches  loaded  with 
fruits  and  flowers  of  every  kind.  But  what  furpri- 
zes  him  mofl,  and  what  he  can  never  ceafe  thinking 
of,  is  the  prodigious  alteration  obfervable  in  thefe 
new  chriftians,  and  of  which  he  is  enabled  to 
form  a  competent  judgment  by  comparing  them 
*'with  the  wild  Indians  he  has  occafion  to  meet,  and 
even  with  the  converted  Indians  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Spaniards. 

These  prelates  are  equally  furprized  to  find 
the  children,  that  are  brought  to  them  for  con- 
firmation, fo  well  inflrudled  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
cellence and  obligations  of  this  facrament,  which 
is  always  conferred  with  fuch  pomp  and  ceremony, 
as  to  make  it  a  feftival,  in  which  all  the  inhabitants 
have  a  fhare,  and  which  never  fails  to  renew  their 
fervour.  The  Indians  keep  the  prelate  among  them 
as  long  as  they  can,  and  his  departure  draws  from 
them  many  tears,  with  which  he  cannot  refrain 
from  mixing  his  own.  They  efcort  him  to  the 
next  town,  in  the  fame  order,  and  with  the  fame 
ceremony,  they  conducted  him  to  their  own  -,  and, 
when  he  has  vifited  all  the  Redudtions,  he  returns 
to  Buenos  Ayres  with  th^  fame  convoy,  with  v/hich 
he  fet  out.  This  picture  may  ferve  for  the  vifita- 
tions,  which  the  bifhop  of  the  AiTumption  makes  in 
the  Reductions  feated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Parana. 

The  governor  of  the  province,  the  commif- 
faries  and  vifitors  fent  by  the  kings  of  Spain 
to  infped  the  flate  of  the  Redudions,  are  re- 
ceived in  a  more  military  manner,  but  with  the 
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fame  zeal,  and  always  with  marks  of  the  profoundeft 
fiibmiifion.  The  provincial  of  the  jefuits,  when 
he  makes  his  firft  vifit,  is  received  with  demonftra- 
tions  of  affection  and  refpedt,  which,  however  great 
they  may  be,  evidently  fail  flior c  of  what  thefc  good 
people  would  have  them,  though  a  great  deal  more 
flatteiing  for  this  father  of  their  fa -hers,  than  all  the 
honours  they  could  render  him,  did  his  modefly 
permit  him  to  receive  any.  If  any  of  thefe  Neo- 
phytes happen  to  be  at  Buenos  Ayres,  when  new 
miilionaries  arrive  there  from  Europe  (and  when 
they  have  timely  notice  of  their  being  expelled, 
they  always  flock  there  in  great  numbers  to  receive 
them)  there  is  nothing  they  don't  put  in  pradtice 
to  exprefs  their  joy.  It  is  but  one  perpetual  holiday 
in  the  city  as  long  as  the  fathers  continue  in  it  j 
and  the  Indians  never  fail  to  vary  their  rejoicings 
by  a  few  fhews,  with  which  fome  foreigners,  pro- 
tellants  efpecially,  have  taken  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  embellifli  their  relation,  at  the  expence  of 
the  jefuits. 

But  thefe  travellers,  and  mofl  of  thofe  who  look 
for  amufement  in  their  memoirs,  don't  fufficiently 
attend  to  the  fpirit,  in  which  all  thefe  things  are 
done ;  nor  conlider,  as  they  ought  to  do,  that  the 
diiference  and  variety  of  the  feveral  climates  is  at- 
tended with  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  thinking 
and  acting  of  thofe  who  live  under  them ;  that 
belides  a  great  many  things  ought  to  be  overlooked 
in  men  but  newly  civilized  and  converted,  who 
think  they  can  never  do  enough  to  exprefs  their 
affecliion  and  gratitude  towards  thofe,  who  ref- 
cued  them  from  favagenefs  and  idolatry ;  and 
who,  at  the  expence  of  immenfe  labours,  and  in 
fpite  of  the  moft  cruel  perfecutions,  have  pro- 
cured them  all  the  blefilngs  they  enjoy,  that 
of  liberty  in  particular,  of  whofe  value,  as 
well  as  that  of  all  other  blefiings,    they  muft  be 
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fo  much  the  more  fenfible,  as  they  have  conflantly 
before  their  eyes  other  Indians  their  countrymen, 
groaning  under  the  moll  cruel  flavery,  or  living 
llrangers  to  all  the  comforts  of  a  civil  and  religious 
life  ;  and  thefe  obfervations  are  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation  ;  the  parents  never  failing 
to  relate  them  to  their  children.  What  wonder  then, 
that  the  remembrance  of  fo  many  and  fuch  great 
bleflings,  fhould  infpire  them  with  a  boundlefs 
affedlion  for  the  millionaries  ^  and,  that  in  exprefling 
it,  they  fhould  give  way  a  little  to  their  natural 
genius  and  difpolition. 

It  has  been  thought  proper,  confidering  the  na- 
tural levity  and  inconftancy  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
great  difficulty  there  is  often  found  in  rooting  out 
of  the  hearts  ot  thoie  newly  converted  certain 
grofs  vices,  in  a  manner  grown  natural  to  them,  to 
eilablifh  in  the  Reductions  the  practice  of  publick 
penances,  much  upon  the  fame  footing  it  prevailed 
in  the  primitive  ages  of  chriflianity.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  millionaries  appoint  fome  of  the  mofh  vir- 
tuous to  infpe(5l  the  condud:  of  the  refb.  Thefe 
infpedtors,  as  foon  as  they  have  farprized  any  one 
in  a  fa6l  capable  of  giving  fcandal,  put  on  him  the 
penitential  habit ;  condu6l  him  to  the  church,  where 
they  oblige  him  to  make  a  publick  confelTion  of  his 
crime  •,  and  then  carry  him  to  the  fquare  to  be 
whipped.  The  criminals  always  receive  this  cor- 
redlion  not  only  without  murmuring,  but  with 
thanks;  and  fcarce  ever  relapfe.  Nay  the  men 
often,  and  the  women  fometimes,  are  feen  to  con- 
fefs,  in  the  mod  publick  manner,  faults  of  this  kind, 
though  com^mitted  in  private ;  and  apply  for  pe- 
nance. But  a  great  deal  of  difcretion  is  obferved 
on  thefe  occafions ;  and  it  is  with  great  difficulty 
the  miffionaries  permit  any  of  them,  the  women  ef- 
pecially,  to  make  fuch  publick  confe/lions,  when 
they  wait  to  a(k  leave  for  that  purpofe. 

Those 
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Those  devoui  aad  pious  exercifes,  which  are 
^noft  appt  oved,  and  the  church  befides  has  moil  au- 
tliorized,  are  i';..:iwire  ib  many  means  iuccefsfully 
employed  to  maintain  the  Ipirit  of  religion,  and 
even  iiicreafe  it  in  the  hearts  of  thefe  new  chriftians. 
It  is  a  rule  not  to  admit  lo  the  communion  of  the 
body  and  blood  of  Jeius  Ciirift  thofe  born  of  infi- 
del parents,  till  after  a  long  and  fevere  tryal ;  and 
they  have  given  fufficient  proofs  of  their  difcerning, 
as  the  apoftle  direds,  the  food  of  the  foul,  and  that 
they  truly  hunger  and  thirll  after  it.  But  to  do 
this  they  have  the  greatefl  helps.  Nothing  is 
omitted  to  make  them  fenfible,  before  they  are 
permitted  to  approach  this  celeftial  banquet,  of 
the  great  purity  of  heart  and  fublimity  of  af- 
fection requifite  to  partake  of  it  worthily  and  to 
advantage  ;  and  it  may  be  affirmed  with  great 
truth,  that  they  never  come  to  the  holy  table  but 
with  fentiments  capable  of  making  an  imprefTion 
on  the  mod  hardened  reprobates. 

The  firflmiiTionaries  immediately  perceived,  that 
in  order  to  inlpire  the  new  converts  with  a  great 
refpe(5\:  for  the  holy  place,  and  for  the  worfhip 
peculiar  to  it,  it  was  proper  to  employ  fome  exte- 
rior pomp  and  ceremony  ;  and  nothing  has  been 
ipared  to  make  the  proper  ufe  of  this  obfervation. 
All  the  churches  are  large,  with  three,  and  often 
five  naves,  fomewhat  too  low,  indeed,  for  their 
length  and  breadth,  becaufe  the  roof  is  fupported 
by  columns  of  one  piece.  In  the  largefh  churches 
there  are  five  very  neat  altars,  at  leafh  ;  that  in  the 
middle,  which  is  the  great  altar,  has  always  fome- 
thing  auguft  and  ftriking  in  it.  The  Spaniards 
tliemfelves  are  furprized  to  fee  them  fo  magnificent, 
and  fo  rich  in  plate,  linen,  and  oraments.  It  is, 
indeed,  the  only  fubjedt  of  emulation  between  the 
Redudtions,  fome  of  whom  have  been  known  to 
rebuild  their  churches  from  the  very  foundations, 
merely  to  put  them  on  a  level  v/ith  others  -,  and 
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even  deprive  themfelves  of  the  neceffaries  of  life 
to  efFed  it. 

All  the  churches  are  adorned  with  paintings 
which  reprefent  the  principal  mylleries  of  our  holy- 
religion,  and  the  mofl  heroic  adlions  of  the  faints 
of  the  old  and  new  teflament.  Thefe  paintings 
are  feparated  by  feftoons  and  compartiments  of 
^n  everlafting  verdure,  interfperfed  with  the  mofl: 
beautiful  flowers.  On  folemn  days,  the  pavement 
is  likewife  fbrewed  with  flowers,  and  the  whole 
church  fprinkled  with  fweet  waters,  which  perfume 
the  air.  This,  indeed,  is  eafily  done,  as  the  mate-* 
rials  are  to  be  found  in  this  country  all  the  year 
round.  Befides,  the  Indians  being  very  fond  of 
flowers  and  odiferous  plants,  thefe  ornaments 
contribute  to  remind  them  that  they  ought,  by 
their  innocence  and  virtue,  to  be  the  good  odour  of 
Jefus  Chrifl:,  and  render  themfelves  worthy  of 
becoming  the  living  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghofl:. 

These  methods  have  fucceeded  beyond  the 
mofl  fanguine  expectations  of  the  miflionaries. 
Nothing  can  come  up  to  the  modefly,  refpeCt 
and  tender  devotion  with  which  they  affifl  at  the 
divine  myfleries,  and  the  ordinary  prayers,  which 
are,  almoft  all  of  them,  faid  in  the  church.  The 
attention,  with  which  they  liften  to  the  inftrudlions 
and  exhortations  of  their  paftors,  almoft  furpaffes 
belief;  and  during  the  adl  of  contrition,  with  which 
both  inflrudtions  and  exhortations  are  always  con- 
cluded, and  which  is  pronounced  with  a  loud  voice, 
they  fob  and  figh  ;  and  would  publickly  confefs 
their  faults,  did  not  their  miffionaries  employ  all 
their  authority  to  prevent  it. 

It  is  by  thefe  means  that  the  miflionaries  have 
fucceeded,  in  entirely  extirpating  from  this  repub- 
lick  certain  vices,  drunkennefs  efpecially,  to  which 
the  Indians  have  an  almofl  invincible  difpofition  ; 
and  infpire  them  with  fo  great  a  delicacy  of  con- 
fciencCj  that,  at  prefent^  they  rarely  bring  any  but 

the 
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the  fllghteft  faults  to  the  tribunal  of  penance.  Don 
Pedro  Faxardo,  bifhop  of  Buenos  Ay  res,  wrote  to 
the  king  of  Spain,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was 
a  Tingle  mortal  fin  committed  in  any  of  thefe  towns 
in  a  whole  twelvemonth.  They  prefent  themfelves, 
however,  before  this  tribunal  with  fuch  fentiments 
of  compundlion,  that  they  feldom  leave  it  without 
diffolving  into  tears.  And,  indeed,  no  pains  have 
been  fpared  to  engrave  deeply  in  their  hearts  the 
falutary  fear  of  difpleafing  God  ;.  and  to  keep  out 
of  their  way  every  thing  capable  of  endangering 
their  innocence.  It  is  for  this  purpofe  that  houfes 
of  refuge  have  been  every  where  eftablifhed  for  the 
reception  of  widows,  and  fuch  married  women  as 
have  no  children,  during  the  abfence  of  their  hul^ 
band.  They  are  all  maintained  in  thefe  houfes,  at 
the  expence  of  the  publick,  when  they  cannot  work, 
or  what  they  do  is  found  infufficient  for  their  fup^ 
port. 

It  is  no  way  furprizing,  that  God  fhould  work 
fuch  wonders  in  fuch  poor  fouls ;  nor  that  thofe 
very  Indians,  to  whom  fome  learned  doctors  would 
not  allow  reafon  enough  to  be  received  into  the 
bofom  of  the  church,  fhould  be  at  this  day  one  of 
its  greatefl  ornaments  ;  and,  perhaps,  the  moft  prer 
cious  portion  of  the  flock  of  Jeius  Chrifl.  It  is 
at  leafl,  certain,  that  there  are  to  be  found  a  great 
number  of  chriftians  among  them,  who  have  atr 
tained  the  moft  eminent  fandlity  ;  th^t  all,  or 
almoft  all  of  them  carry  their  contempt  of  the 
goods  of  this  life  to  fuch  an  extraordinary  degree, 
.  as  to  be  always  ready  to  part  with  what 
^  they  pollefs  for  each  others  relief,  and  the  de-r 
coration  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  Nay,  they  fcru* 
pie  making  ufe  themfelves  of  the  mofl  precious 
fruits  of  their  induflry.  For  inllance,  I  faid  that 
there  is  in  feme  parts  of  this  country,  a  kind  of 
bees,  called  Opemus^  whofe  w^x  exceeds  any  thing 
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we  know  of  in  whitenefs.  Thefe  Neophytes  have 
confecrated  all  they  can  gather  of  it  to  burn  be- 
fore the  pidures  of  the  Blelied  Virgin  ;  and,  a  jefuit 
having  once  endeavoured  to  perfuade  fome  of  them, 
who  happened  to  be  in  diftrels,  to  fell  what  they  had 
gathered  of  it,  in  order  to  procure  the  neceflaries 
they  wanted  ;  "  We  have,  they  anfwered,  confe- 
crated it  all  to  our  good  mother,  and  are  not  afraid 
of  her  abandoning  us  in  our  diflrefs." 

The  churches  are  feldom  without  a  great  num- 
ber oi  perfons,  who  there  fpend,  in  prayer,  all  the 
time  they  can  fpare  from  their  neceffary  labours. 
At  day-break,  the  children  of  both  fexes  alTemble 
there  at  the  ringing  of  a  bell ;   and,  after  morning 
prayer,  fmg  the  chriftian  doctrine  till  fun  rife.     The 
men  and  women  then  come  to  hear  mafs ;  after 
which  they  all  go  to  their  feveral  tafks.     In  the 
evening,   the  children  return  to  church  to  be  cate- 
chifed  i    which  done,   evening  prayers  are  faid,   at 
which   all  in  general,    as  much  as  pollible,    aifift. 
Thefe    indifpenfable    devotions   always  terminate 
with  the  rofary.     A  mafs  of  the  virgin,  and  another 
for  the  dead,  is  fung  every  Monday.     On  Sundays 
and  holidays,  all  repair  to  the  church  by  day-break, 
and  immediately  begin  to  fmg  the  chriftian  doc- 
trine,   after  which  the  prieft  performs  what  mar- 
riages or  eipoufals  are  to  be  performed.     The  pro- 
felytes  afliit  at  thefe  ceremonies,  and  even  the  infi- 
dels,   if  any  happen  to  be   in   the  Redudlion,  as 
they  have  been  found  by  experience  to  infpire  them 
with  very  high  notions  of  our  holy  religion.     The 
feafts  and  fafts  of  the  week  are  then  publilhed ; 
like  wife  all  oiders  and  letters  from  the  bifhops. 
Aftei  mafs,  ftridl  enquiry  is  made,   if  any  one  has 
abfented  himfelf  from  it,    or  any  diforder  has  hap- 
pened,   that  requires  an  immediate  remedy.     The 
bapdfm  of  the  Catechumens,  and  fometimes  that  of 
the  new  born  infants,    is  the  firft  fundlion  of  the 
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aFternoon.  Then  vefpers  are  fung;  and  the  day 
finiihes,  as  ufual,  with  evening  prayers  and  the  ro- 
lary.  But,  in  the  congregations,  the  vefpers  are 
ahvays  followed  by  an  exhortation. 

These  congregations  are  on  the  fame  footing 
v/ith  thofe,  that  have  been  ereded  in  almofl  all  the 
houfes  of  the  fociety  ;  and  are  divided  into  feve-  . 
ral  clalTes.  There  is  one  for  the  young  men, 
from  twelve  to  thirty,  under  the  protedion  of  the 
prince  of  the  heavenly  militia.  All  the  reft  are 
under  that  of  the  mother  of  God.  None  are  admit- 
ted members  of  thefe  alTociations,  but  fuch  as  dillin- 
guifh  themfelves  by  their  charity  to  their  neigh- 
bours ;  their  zeal  for  maintaining  good  order  and 
converting  infidels ;  and  their  alhduity  in  approach- 
ing the  facraments.  The  apprehenfion  of  being 
llruck  out  of  the  table  that  contains  the  names  of 
the  aiTociates,  v/ould  alone  be  lufficient  to  keep 
them  within  the  flridteft  bounds  of  their  duty.  The 
Icafl  intemperance,  if  attended  with  any  fcandal, 
is  enough  to  make  the  perfon  guilty  of  it  with- 
draw of  his  own  accord  ;  and  nothing  has  contri- 
buted fo  much  to  extirpate  entirely  fo  dangerous 
a  vice. 

The  milTionaries  have  even  found  means  to  infpire 
thefe  Neophytes  with  fo  great  an  averfion  for  drunk- 
ennefs,  the  mofl  univerfal  of  all  their  vices,  and 
the  mofl  difficult  to  extirpate,  that,  when  their  af- 
fairs calls  them  to  fpanifli  towns,  it  is  impoiTible 
to  prevail  upon  them  to  tafle  any  wine.  On  thefe 
occafions,  they  have  been  often  heard  to  fay,  that 
wine  is  the  bed  thing  that  comes  from  Spain,  but 
that  to  them  it  is  downright  poifon.  The  fame 
precautions  have  been  taken  to  cure  them  of  in- 
continency,  which  is  one  of  the  ordinary  confe- 
quences  of  drunkennefs.  The  flightefl  fault  of 
this  kind  would  be  fufficient  to  render  any  of  them 

unworthy 


284  THE    HISTORY 

unworthy  in  the  eyes  of  the  reft,  of  being  counted 
among  the  fervants  of  the  queen  of  virgins. 

As  to  the  women,  the  pains  taken  to  infpire 
them  with  a  great  horror  for  impurity,  have  llic- 
ceeded  fo  well,  that  they  readily  fubmit  to  the  moft 
ignominious  penance,  for  the  ieaft  liberty  they  give 
themfelves  in  this  refped: ;  young  girls  have  of- 
ten been  known  to  part  with  their  lives,  rather  than 
yield  to  the  brutality  of  infidels  into  whofe  hands 
they  had  the  misfortune  of  falling.  It  has  not, 
however,  been  as  yet  thought  quite  fo  fafe  to  ex- 
hort them  to  celibacy.  In  liiort,  the  two  fexes  are 
no  where  fuffered  to  intermix,  not  even  at  church, 
in  the  middle  of  which  there  is  a  pafTage  from  the 
door  to  the  fandiuary,  which  parts  the  men  from 
the  women.  They  are  even  divided  into  clafTes, 
according  to  their  different  ages ;  and  every  clafs 
has  its  infpedlors,  who  fee  that  all  thofe  under 
their  care  behave  with  the  ftridleft  decorum.  Thofe 
who  infped  the  children  carry  in  their  hands  long 
rods,  with  which  they  immediately  put  in  mind 
of  their  duty  thofe,  who  feem  ever  fo  little  to  forget 
it.  To  conclude,  there  are  doors  on  both  fides,  by 
which  the  whole  congregation  may  come  in  and  go 
out  without  the  Ieaft  diforder  or  confufion. 

The  reader  may  imagine  from  v/hat  I  have  al- 
ready faid  of  the  natural  tafte  which  thefe  Indians 
.difcover  for  mufick,  that  the  miHionaries  failed  not 
to  avail  themfelves  of  fo  happy  a  difpofition  to  en- 
gage the  infidels,  whom  curiofity,  accident  or  bu- 
iinefs  led  to  the  Reductions,  to  iiften  to  their  in- 
ftrudlions,  and  infpire  thofe  they  converted  with  a 
greater  liking  to  the  divine  fervice.  It  is  for  this 
purpofe  that  all  the  chriftian  dodrine  has  been  fet  to 
rnufic,  and  this  expedient  has  anfwered  exceedingly 
well.  The  muficians,  who,  when  they  perform 
in  church,  wear,  as  all  others  immediately  in  the 
fervice  of  it,  a  very   decent  and  neat   habit,  at 
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the  fame  time  that  they  infpire  others  with  devo 
tion,  feem  to  glow  with  it  themfelves,  which  proves 
*  Hill  more,  that  they  do  not  make  any  extraordi- 
nary efforts  to  lucceed ;  and  that,  as  the  natural 
efFedt  of  mufick  is  to  excite  in  the  heart  thofe  fenti- 
ments  which  it  already  poffeifes,  this  art  finds  in 
the  Indians  who  pradlice  it,  and  in  thofe  who  hear 
them,  no  fentiments  but  fuch  as  tend  to  piety  and 
devotion. 

The  folemn  feflivals  are  celebrated  with  the 
greatefl  pomp,  efpecially  that  of  the  faint  whofe 
name  the  church  bears,  and  that  of  the  blelfed  fa- 
crament.  On  the  approach  of  the  firil,  invitations 
are  fent  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neareft  Reduc- 
tions ;  and  they  attend  in  great  numbers,  the  of- 
ficers on  horfeback  and  in  their  uniforms.  The 
folemnity  begins  the  eve  of  the  holiday  by  a  very 
fine  military  proceflion,  in  which  the  Alferez,  who 
carries  the  great  flandard,  appears  mounted  on  a 
proud  courfer  richly  caparifoned,  and  rides  under 
a  magnificent  canopy.  After  perambulating  the 
principal  ftreets  in  very  good  order,  to  the  found 
of  the  drums  and  other  warlike  inflruments  of  mu- 
fick, they  repair  to  the  great  door  of  the  church, 
where  thofe  on  horfeback  alight,  and  the  Alferez 
takes  his  feat  in  a  chapel  prepared  for  his  recep- 
tion. The  firft  vefpers  are  then  performed,  after 
which  the  children  are  made  to  dance  in  the  great 
fquare,  where  the  whole  company,  both  inhabitants 
and  flrangers,  are  placed  in  the  greatefl  order. 
The  dances  being  finifhed,  the  cavalry  returns  to 
the  place  where  they  began  their  march.  At  night, 
bonfires  are  made  from  diftance  to  diflance,  and  all 
ftreets  are  illuminated.  The  next  day,  they  repair 
to  high  mafs  in  the  fame  order  they  repaired,  the 
evening  before,  to  firft  vefpers.  At  noon,  the  in- 
habitants entertain  the  ftrangers  ;  and  every  one  is 
regaled  with  a  fmall  cup  of  wine.     Immediately 
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after  the  fecond  vefpers,  at  which  every  thing  pafles 
as  at  the  firll,  they  run  at  the  ring.  The  mif- 
fionaries  ailifl  at  it,  with  all  the  chiefs  and  officers, 
to  keep  the  fpedators  in  order  ;  diftribute  the  prizes 
to  the  conquerors  ;  and  give  the  fignal  for  breaking 
up. 

But  nothing  can  compare  with  the  procelTion 
of  the  bielfed  facrament  -,  and  it  may  be  affirmed, 
that,  without  any  dilplay  of  riches  or  magnificence, 
it  forms  a  fight,  which  yields,  in  nothing,  to   the 
richefl  and  mofh  magnificent  proceffion  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world.     Don  Antonio  de  UUoa  informs 
us,  in  general,  that  it  is  attended  with  very  fine 
dancing,  far  above  what  is  to  be  feen  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Quito  ;  that  the  dancers  are  very  neatly 
drelled  ;  and  that  the  pomp  of  it,  upon  the  whole, 
equals  that  of  the  greateft  cities,  at  the  fame  time 
that  infinitely  more  decency  and  devotion  accom- 
panies it.     I  fay,    that   no  treafures   were  to   be 
leen  at  this  ceremony  ;  but  all  the  beauties  of  fim- 
ple  nature  are  there  fo  happily  difpofed  as    to 
xeprefent  her  in   all   her   glory.     She    even    ap- 
pears, if  I  may  fay   fo,  all  life  and  foul  on  the 
occafion  ;   for,    over  the  greens  and  flowers  that 
compofe  the  triumphal  arches,  under   which   the 
blelTed  facrament  pafTes,  there  appears  flocks  of 
birds  of  every  colour,  tied  by  the  legs  to  firings 
of  fuch  a  length,  that  a  flranger   would   imagine 
they  enjoyed  their  full  liberty,  and  were  come  of 
their  own  accord  to  mix  their  warblings  with  the 
voices  of  the  muficians,  and  the  reft  of  the  people  ; 
and  blefs,  in  their  own  way,  him,  whofe  providence 
carefully  iupplies  all  their  wants. 

All  the  llreets  are  hung  with  carpets  very  well 
wrought,  and  feparated  by  garlands,  fefloons, 
and  compartiments  of  verdure,  difpofed  with 
the  mofh  beautiful  fymmetry.  From  diflance 
%Q  diflance,   there  appear   lions   and   tigers   very 

well 
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well  chained,  that  they  may  not  diflurb  the 
folemnity  inftead  of  adorning  it ;  and  even  very 
fine  fifhes  fporting  and  playing  in  large  bafons 
of  water.  In  a  word,  every  fpecies  of  living 
creatures  afTifl  at  the  folemnity,  as  it  were,  by 
their  deputies,  to  do  homage  to  the  incarnate  word, 
in  his  auguft  facrament ;  and  acknowledge  the  fo- 
vereign  dominion  his  father  has  given  him  over  all 
living  creatures.  Wherever  the  proceflion  pafles, 
the  ground  is  covered  with  mats,  and  ftrewed  with 
flowers  and  odoriferous  herbs.  All,  even  the 
fmalleft  children,  have  a  hand  in  thefe  decorations, 
amongfh  which  are,  likewife,  to  be  feen  the  flefli  of 
the  animals  newly  killed  for  food  ;  every  thing  the 
Indians  regale  themfelves  with  at  their  greatelt  re- 
joicings ;  and  the  firft  fruits  of  their  labours ;  all, 
in  order  to  make  an  offering  of  them  to  the  Lord  ; 
the  grain,  particularly,  they  intend  to  fow,  that  he 
may  give  it  a  bleffing.  The  warbling  of  the  birds, 
the  roaring  of  the  lions  and  tigers,  the  voices 
of  the  muficians,  the  plain  chant  of  the  choir,  all 
intermix  without  confufion,  and  confpire  to  form 
a  concert  not  to  be  equalled  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world. 

The  great  royal  flandard  is  carried  behind  the 
blefled  facrament.  The  cacique,  the  corregidor,  the 
regidors,  and  the  alcaldes,  fupport  the  canopy.  Tiie 
militia,  both  horfe  and  foot,  with  their  colours  and 
flandards  flying,  affifl:,  likewife,  at  the  proceflion  in 
good  order.  But,  however  fl;riking  this  fpedtacle 
may  be,  the  greatefl:  beauty  of  it,  beyond  all 
manner  of  doubt  confiflis  in  the  piety,  the  modefl:y, 
the  refpea,  and  even  the  air  of  holinefs,  vifible  in 
every  countenance ;  fo  that,  perhaps,  the  triumph 
of  the  faviour  of  mankind  is  no  where  more  com- 
pleat  than  in  this  barbarous  country,  where  his 
name  was  not  known  two  ages  ago.  As  foon  as 
the  blelTed  facrament  is  returned  to  the  church, 
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the  Indians  prefent  to  the  miiTionaries  all  the  feveral 
kinds  of  eatables  that  have  been  expofed  in  the 
procelTion  ;  and  the  fathers,  after  fending  the  befl 
of  every  thing  to  the  fick,  diflribute  what  remains 
among  the  refl  of  the  inhabitants.  The  evening,  as 
on  all  other  great  folemnities  and  days  of  publick 
rejoicing,  concludes  with  the  mofl  curious  fire- 
works. "  In  fiiort,  fays  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa, 
thefe  Neophytes  omit  no  circumfbance  either  of  fef- 
tivity  or  devotion  prad^ifed  in  the  mofl  opulent  ci- 
ties of  Old  Spain." 

Their  cemeteries  or  burying  grounds  are  great 
fquares,  always  near  the  church,  divided,  length- 
ways by  fine  walks  bordered  with  orange  and  lemon 
trees ;  the  middle  one  leading  to  a  chapel,  planted 
all  round  with  fbately  cyprefs  and  palm  trees,  and  in- 
clofed  with  low  walls.  Every  Monday  a  procefTion 
is  made  to  the  chapel,  in  order  to  fing  a  mafs  of  Re- 
quiem, which  is  followed  by  a  Libera  at  each  of  the 
crolTes  planted  at  the  four  corners  of  the  cemetery. 
There  are  other  chapels,  at  fome  diilance  from 
every  redudlion,  to  ferve  as  a  flation  to  the  procef- 
fions  made  on  the  rogation  days,  and  at  other  times, 
either  to  deprecate  God's  anger  in  cafes  of  public 
calamity,  or  to  return  him  thanks  for  fpecial  mer- 
cies. Ail  the  ftreets  of  the  town  terminate  at  one 
or  another  of  thefe  chapels ;  and  have,  befides,  every 
one  of  them  a  crofs  at  each  end,  where  the  procel- 
fion  makes  a  paufe,  to  perform  mufically  an  an- 
them, whofe  words  are  adapted  to  the  fubje(i:l:  of  the 
proceflion,  or  elfe  contain  fome  article  of  the  chriP 
tian  docftrine.  It  then  enters  an  avenue  planted  with 
the  mofl  beautiful  and  flately  trees,  which  leads  to 
the  chapel.  In  their  way  to  this  chapel  they  iing 
the  ufual  prayers,  and  conclude  them  by  another 
anthem.  All  the  inhabitants  aflifl  at  this  procefTion, 
except  thefick,  or  thofe  whofe  bufinefs  will  not  ad- 
mit them  to  be  prefent. 

No 
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No  pains  have  been  fpared  to  eftablifh  the  moft 
exact  police  in  this  republick.  All  the  inhabitants 
are  to  be  at  home,  every  evening,  -by  a  certain 
hour,  when  a  fufficient  detachment  begins  to  pa- 
trol the  ilreets  and  fquares,  for  a  certain  time,  at 
the  end  of  which,  they  are  relieved  by  another  ;  and 
lb  on  till  day  light.  There  are  two  reafons  for 
this  inftitiition ;  the  firfh  is,  to  hinder  the  inhabi- 
tants from  leaving  liome  at  an  unfeafonable  hour 
without  its  being  known  where  they  go,  and  upon 
what  errand.  The  fecond  is,  to  prevent  the  town's 
being  furprized  by  an  enemy  ;  for  there  are  every 
where  flroUing  Indians,  againil  whom  it  is  impoffible 
to  be  too  much  on  ones  guard.  The  perfons  thus 
entrufted  with  the  care  of  maintaining  good  order, 
and  preventing  fudden  attacks,  are  chofen  with  the 
fame  precaution  obferved  in  chufing  thofe,  who  are 
deftined  for  publick  employments  and  the  fervice  of 
the  churches. 

These  precautions  confifl  in  preparing,  from, 
their  very  infancy,  for  every  employment,  thofe 
who  difcover  the  properefl  difpofitions  to  fill  it 
worthily.  The  inhabitants,  in  general,  are  taught 
nothing  but  what  is  necefTary  to  make  them  good 
workmen ;  enable  them  to  govern  their  families 
well;  and  qualify  them  for  fuch  little  fubaltern 
employments,  as  require  no  extraordinary  ge- 
nius. Formerly,  the  Guaranis,  and  all  the  other 
Indians  of  thefe  provinces,  could  only  reckon  by 
their  fingers  and  toes.  To  exprefs  any  number  ex- 
ceeding twenty,  they  made  ufe  of  a  word  equivalent 
to  our  Many:  At  prefent,  the  Neophytes  under- 
iland  enough  of  numbers  to  anfwer  ail  their  pur- 
pofes,  and  nothing  more  is  required  of  them.  The 
millionaries  knov/  the  extent  of  their  capacity,  and 
exadt  nothing  beyond  it.  They  keep  them  with- 
m  the  bounds  of  their  ancient  fimplicity,  but  di- 
vefted  of  all  that  vice  and  favao;enefs  which  disfi- 
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figured  it.  In  a  word,  this  republick  is,  properly^ 
the  feat  of  evangelical  fimplicity;  and  it  is  in  order 
to  preferve  it  genuine  and  entire,  that  the  miffion- 
aries  do  all  that  lies  in  their  power  to  hinder  the 
Neophytes  from  having  any  communication  with 
the  Europeans ;  experience  having  convinced  them, 
that  all  the  new  chriflians  of  America,  who  are  fal- 
len from  their  primitive  fervour,  fell  merely  in 
confequence  of  their  having  converfed  too  freely 
with  the  old  chriflians  from  Europe ;  or  even  hav- 
ing only  taken  too  near  a  view  of  them. 

It  is,  like  wife,  for  this  reafon,  that,  in  all  the 
journeys  they  are  obliged  to  take  ;  during  their  re- 
fidence  in  the  Spanifh  towns  ;  and  all  the  time  they 
ferve  his  majcfty,  as  foldiers  or  labourers ;  they 
are  accompanied  by  miilionaries,  who  never  loft 
fight  of  them  ;  who  often  fpeak  to  them  of  God  ^ 
fee  that  they  exadly  comply  with  all  their  duties, 
and  perform  punctually  all  their  religious  exercifes ; 
and,  as  yet,  thank  God,  they  have  not  been  known 
to  give  themfelves  any  loofe.  On  the  contrary  we 
are  told,  that  the  adtions  and  difcourfes,  mod  ca- 
pable of  making  bad  impreliions,  ferve  only  to  in- 
Ipire  them  with  a  greater  horror  of  vice ;  that  no 
indecent  word  ever  efcapes  their  lips;  and  that 
they,  are,  of  themfelves,  extremely  folicitous  not 
to  omit  any  of  their  ufual  exercifes  of  devotion.  It 
muil,  however,  be  owned,  that  thofe  who  live  at 
the  greatefl  distance  from  the  Spanifh  fettlements, 
and  feldomefl  leave  their  own,  difcover  a  more  ex- 
traordinary degree  of  fervour  and  fimplicity  than 
the  reft ;  on  whom,  for  this  reafon,  the  miflionaries 
are  obliged  to  beflow  more  than  ordinary  care  and 
attention. 

But  there  is  one  thing,  greatly  to  their  honour, 
univerfally  allowed  by  all  the  Europeans  fettled  in 
South  America;  which  is,  that  they  no  longer 
difcover  any  traces  of  their  former  pronenefs  to  ven- 
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gean^e,  cruelty,  licentioufnefs,  and  the  grolTer 
Vices  ;  in  a  word,  that  they  are  no  -longer,  in  any  re~ 
fpedl,  the  fame  men  they  formerly  were  ;  that  what 
prevails  moft  in  their  charadlers  at  prefent,  is  a  moll 
cordial  love  and  affection  for  each  other,  and  charity 
for  all  men,  that  charms  all  who  frequent  them,  the 
infidels  efpecially,  whom  their  behaviour  ferves  to 
infpire  with  the  moft  favourable  opinion  of  the 
chriftian  religion.  The  readinefs  with  which  they 
relieve  each  other  ijn  their  wants  ;  the  lively  joy  they 
exprefs  as  often  as  they  fee  any  addition  made  to  the 
number  of  thofe  who  adore  Jefus  Chrift ;  leave  no 
room  to  doubt,  that  the  true  love  of  their  neighbour, 
and  the  warm^ft  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  are  be- 
come their  ruling  paflions.  There  is  nothing,  in 
fadl,  which  they  are  not  ready  to  do  or  fufFer,  to 
extend  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  and  we  (hall,  perhaps, 
have  occafion  to  mention,  hereafter,  fome  inftances 
of  this  difpofition.  There  is  a  kind  of  emulation 
among  them  to  facilitate  to  the  new  miflionaries, 
the  acquifition  of  their  language ;  and  one  of  their 
caciques  has  been  known  to  learn  SpanilTi,  merely  to 
be  able  to  tranllate  pious  tracts  in  that  tongue  ;  and 
he,  accordingly,  tranflated  fome  of  them.  When 
a  new  redudtion  is  to  be  founded,  all  contribute  to 
the  undertaking  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs  and 
alacrity ;  and  with  a  generofity  that  knows  no 
bounds. 

The  publick  rejoicings,  which  they  are,  from 
time  to  time,  permitted  to  make,  appeared  neeeiTary 
to  the  milTionaries,  as  well  to  preferve  their  health, 
as  to  keep  up  anriong  them  an  air  of  cheerfulnefs 
and  good  humour,  which  are  fo  far  from  be- 
ing contrary  to  virtue,  that  they  greatly  con- 
tribute to  render  it  amiable^  and  increafe  devo- 
tion, as  often  as,  after  the  example  of  the  royal 
prophet,  chriftians  propofe  to  themfelves  their  ce- 
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leflial  country,  as  the  principal  objecfl  oT  their 
joy.  Another  view  the  millionaries  had  in  this 
toleration,  was  to  ftrengthen  the  union  between 
all  the  members  of  this  republick  ;  and  experience 
proves,  that  nothing  could  be  better  imagined  to 
anfwer  fo  defirable  an  end.  The  women  never  af- 
lift  at  thefe  rejoicings,  otherwife  than  as  fpedta- 
tors ;  and  the  prefence  of  the  priefls  ferves  to 
keep  the  whole  company  within  thofe  bounds, 
which  chriflians  fhould  never  trefpafs.  The  leafl 
indecency  on  thefe  occafions  would  fubje(5t  the  of- 
fender to  immediate  punilhment. 

From  all  we  have  faid  it  evidently  follows,  that 
there  can  no  where  be  found  fo  great  a  degree 
of  happinefs,  as  that  enjoyed  by  the  members  of 
this  new  church  ;  and  that  it  was  with  great  reafon 
Monfieur  Muratori  intitled  his  delcription  of  it, 
//  chnftianeffimo  felice.  In  fadl,  what  can  chriflians 
defire,  who  have  confined  themfelves  to  the  necef- 
faries  of  life,  and  are,  morally,  fure  never  to  come 
fhort  of  them  ;  who  even  know,  after  the  apoftle's 
example,  to  enjoy  plenty,  without  making  an  ill 
ufe  of  it ;  and,  without  murmuring,  fuffer  want ; 
v/ho  never  entertain  the  leaft  thoughts  of  defpair- 
ing  in  providence,  which  never  fails  to  fupply 
them  againfh  unexpecTted  accidents,  with  refources 
equally  unexpedled  \  who  regulate  all  their  fenti- 
ments  and  all  their  adlions  by  the  purefl  maxims  of 
the  gofpel  \  who  live  under  the  condudt  of  thofe,  to 
whom  they  owe  all  the  bleifings  they  enjoy ;  who 
poiTefs,  in  fine,  all  the  advantages  of  fubordination 
and  dependence,  without  feeling  any  of  thatunfea- 
finefs  ufually  attending  reflraint. 

They  would,  no  doubt,  be  ftill  happier,  had  it 
been  poflible  to  hinder  them  from  knowing  fo  much 
as  the  name  of  war;  but,  even  in  the  very  in- 
fancy of  their  republick,  they  experienced  all  the 
horrors  of  it,   as  will  prefently  appear  ;   and   they 
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have  to  this  day  neighbours,  from  whom  they  can 
expe(ll:  neither  no  left,  but  in  proportion  as  they 
can  command  ii.  It  was,  therefore,  abfokitely  re- 
quifite  Lo  pu:  arms  into  their  hands,  and  inftrudt 
them  in  an  art  which  is  the  greatefh  plague  of 
mankind.  But  it  is  not  to  make  conquefls,  or  to 
em  ich  diemfelves  at  the  expence  of  other  nations, 
they  pradice  it.  As  neither  their  countrymen, 
nor  thofe  flrangers,  who,  in  a  hoilile  manner,  for- 
merly carried  on  fo  cruel  a  perfecution  againft 
them,  dare  any  longer  attack  them,  they  have,  for 
many  years  pall,  no  other  occafion  to  ufe  their 
arms,  but  in  the  fervice  of  the  prince,  to  whom 
they  have  fworn  an  implicit  obedience.  Thofe, 
therefore,  who  are  charged  with  the  condud  of 
them,  having  this  confolation,  that  they  never  take 
the  field  but  through  a  wife  and  necefTary 
precaution,  or  by  the  orders  of  their  fovereign  -, 
thus  fanclifying  themfelves,  it  may  be  faid,  in  a 
profeflion  fo  dangerous  to  virtue. 

Every  town  keeps  on  foot  a  body  of  cavalry,  and 
another  of  infantry.  The  infantry,  befides  the  maca- 
laa,  and  the  bow  and  arrow,  carry  a  fling,  a  fword,  and 
a  mulket ;  the  cavalry  ufe  fabres  and  lances ;  and 
likewife,  a  muiket,  as  they  fometimes  do  duty  on 
foot,  like  the  European  dragoons.  They  themfelves 
make  all  their  fmall  arms,  their  field  pieces,  and 
even  their  heavy  artillery.  They  never  ufe  the 
heavy  artillery,  but  to  keep  their  neighbours  in 
awe  ;  or  the  field  pieces,  but  when  they  are  com- 
manded on  the  king's  fervice.  But,  as  I  already 
faid,  they  never  keep  any  of  their  arms,  of  any 
kind,  by  them,  unlefs  when  there  is  fome  reafon  to 
apprehend  a  furprize.  At  all  other  times,  the  fol- 
dier  is  not  diflinguiflied  from  the  mere  citizen  j 
and  thofe  brave  fellows,  on  whom  the  fecurity  of 
the  republick  depends,  and  v/ho  fo  often  come 
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home  loaded  with  laurels,  as  foon  as  they  have  laid 
by  their  arms,  might  ferve  as  models  of  piety  and 
fubmiilion  to  the  moll  retired  monk. 

Every  monday,  the  corregidor  of  every  town, 
not  only  reviews  his  troops,  in  the  great  fquare,  but 
makes  them  perform  their  exercife.  On  thefe  occafi- 
ons,  they  form  two  divifions,  v/hich  attack  each  other, 
and  fometimes  do  it  with  fo  much  ardour,  that  the 
commanding  officer,  to  prevent  mifchief,  is  obliged 
to  order  a  retreat  to  be  founded  fooner  than  he 
intended.  Prizes  are,  likewife,  propofed,  from  time 
to  time,  for  thofe,  who  perform  bell  at  the  bow, 
lance,  fling,  and  fire  arms.  The  moll  diverting 
exercife  of  all  is  that  of  the  lance.  That  of  the 
fling  is  very  furprizing,  on  account  of  the  jullnefs 
with  which  the  flingers  hit  the  mark  ;  and  it  may 
be  truly  affirmed,  that  there  are  no  troops  in  all 
America  capable  of  making  head  againft  them  with 
fling  or  lance.  I  may  even,  I  think,  venture  to 
pronounce  this  militia  invincible  by  equal  numbers. 
They  are,  befides,  very  docile  ;  never  give  way ;  and, 
when  broke,  rally  at  the  lirfl:  order.  However, 
they  would  not,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  fight  the 
worfe,  were  they  properly  headed  by  Spanifh 
officers. 

The  ambufcades,  and  ludden  Irruptions  and  at- 
tacks, which  ufed  formerly  to  prove  fo  fatal  to 
them.,  are  now  no  longer  to  be  dreaded,  on  account 
of  the  great  care  taken  to  keep  them  conllantly 
on  their  guard.  There  is  always  a  party  of  horfe 
employed  in  fcouring  the  country,  with  orders  to 
give  notice  of  every  thing  that  pafTes  ;  and  all  the 
defiles,  by  which  an  enemy  could  penetrate  into  the 
country,  are  well  guarded.  But 'as,  in  fpite  of  all 
thefe  precautions,  fome  of  an  enemy's  parties  might, 
by  the  favour  of  the  woods.  Ileal  upon  a  town,  and 
llorm  itj  while  the  inhabitants  v/ere  at  church,  the 
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tnilitary  men  are  permitted  to  carry  their  arms  there 
along  with  them,  when  there  is  any  reafon  to  fuf- 
ped  fuch  an  attack  that  they  may  be  in  readinefs 
to  flop  a  coup  de  main,  and  give  the  reft  of  the  in- 
habitants time  to  look  about  them. 

This  republick  occupies  a  great  extent  of  coun- 
try, the  air  of  which  is,  in  general,  moift,  and  the 
weather  pretty  temperate.  In  fome  of  the  fouthern 
diftridls  of  it,  the  winters  are  pretty  fevere ;  but 
the  lands  are  every  where  fruitful,  and  yield  lugar, 
tobacco,  and  all  the  necelfaries  of  life.  Not  only 
grains  peculiar  to  the  country,  but  thofe  brought 
from  Europe,  thrive  very  well  in  them.  The 
crops  of  cotton  generally  amount  to  two  thoufand 
arobes  for  every  redudtion.  The  country  likewife 
yields,  as  we  faid  before,  great  quantities  of  honey 
and  wax,  v/hich  require  no  trouble  but  that  of  go- 
ing into  the  v/oods  to  gather  them.  When  the 
Indians  have  kid  up  a  ftock  of  every  thing  for  the 
prefent  year's  confumption,  and  a  fufficiency  of 
iced  to  provide  for  the  next  ^  what  remains  is,  along 
with  the  weed  of  Paraguay,  carried  to  Santafe, 
to  be  exchanged  for  commodities ;  or  fold  for  mo- 
ney to  pay  the  king's  tribute,  and  buy  fuch  things 
^s  cannot  be  had  in  the  way  of  barter. 

The  Guaranis  were  for  a  long  time  the  only  In- 
dians, in  a  manner,  that  compofed  this  republick  ; 
and  they  are  ftill  the  bulk  of  them.  Next  to  them 
are  the  Tapes^  who  fpoke  the  fame  language,  and  are 
probably  of  the  fame  extraction.  Nay,  their  name 
is  often  given  to  all  the  fubjedts  of  this  republick, 
in  the  refcripts  of  the  catholick  kings.  But  there 
are  few  nations  between  the  Parana,  the  province 
of  Uraguay,  and  Brazil,  that  have  not  fupplied  the 
-Reductions  with  recruits.  Befides,  the  miiiionaries 
frequently  take  the  field,  in  company  with  fome  of 
their  Neophytes,  to  make  fpiritual  conquefts  ;  and 
they  feldom  return   unfuccefsful.     The  moil  diffir 
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cult  to  reduce  are  the  Giianoas^.  of  whom  we  fhall 
fey  fcmething  in  another  place ;  not  only  becaufe 
they  are  very  lazy,  and  very  diffolute,  but  more 
Hill,  becaufe  their  blood  is  mixed  with  that  of  the 
Spaniards,  fome  of  v/hom,  from  time  to  time,  take 
refuge  among  them  to  avoid  jufhice,  and  cannot, 
by  their  bad  example,  but  give  them,  a  dill  ike  to 
the  chriftian  religion.  Some  of  thefe  Guanoas, 
however,  who  through  curiofity,  or  a  defire  of  fee- 
ing their  countrymen,  come  to  the  redutlions,  are 
retained  there  by  the  kind  reception  they  meet 
This  is,  likewife,  the  cafe  with  fome  other  Indians 
and  even  with  the  Chanias^  a  wandering  and  very 
favage  people,  who  miafTacred  great  numbers  of 
Spaniards,  during  the  hrfl  building  of  Buenos  Ayres 
and  the  neighbouring  eftablifhments.  But  thofe, 
who,  next  to  the  Guaranis  and  the  Tapes,  have 
contributed  mofl  to  fill  up  the  vacancies,  which  war, 
and  efpecially  ficknefs,  pretty  often  occafion  in  the 
I'edutlions,  'are  the  Guanams^  who  live  between  the 
Parana  and  Brazil.  For,  as  thefe  Indians  cultivate 
the  earth,  admit  no  out-laws  among  them,  and  are 
pretty  docile  and  laborious,  there  is  the  lefs  trouble 
to  gain  them  over. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  appear  furprizing,  that  a  re- 
publick  fo  well  regulated,  and  in  which  fo  much 
care  is  taken  to  prevent  every  thing  that  may  im- 
pair the  health  of  its  members,  fhould  not  people 
fafler.  But,  befides  the  Neophytes  having  been 
for  a  long  time  the  fport  of  revolutions  and  a  prey 
,to  wars,  by  which  an  infinite  number  of  them  pe- 
rilhed ;  belides  their  long  and  frequent  expedi- 
tions at  a  great  diflance  from  home  in  the  king's 
lervice,  fmce,  by  being  permitted  theufeoffire- 
.^aiims,  they  have  had  nothing  to  fear  from  other  In- 
dians ;  no  method  has  been  as  yet  difcovered  to  fe- 
bure  them  from  certain  epidemical  difeafes,  which 
Sometimes  carry  off  half  the  inhabitants  of  the 

towns 
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^owns,  in  wliich  they  break  out.  And  it  is  ihis 
that  has  deceived  feverai  perfons,  who,  fiom  feeing 
the  tribute  rolls  of  one  year,  form<:d  an  eftimate  cf 
v/hat  was  to  be  p^id  into  the  treaiury  the  next ;  not 
confidering,  or  perhaps  not  willirg  to  confider,  that 
the  number  of  thofe  fubjedt  to  the  tribute  was  not 
only  not  encreafed,  but  confiderably  ieliened. 

The  commonell  of  thefe   difoiders,  which  are 
often  called  plagues,  on  account  of  their  becom- 
ing general  in  a  fhort  time,  are  the  fmall   pox,  the 
puiples,  maligna  t  fev^er,  and  a  fourth,  of  which  we 
are  barely  told,  that  it  is  attended  with  very  fharp 
pains,   thefe  diforders  are  fo  much  the  more  dan- 
gerous, as  the  Indians,  quite  carelefs  of  themfelves, 
can  fcarce  ever  be  prevailed  on  by  others  to  take 
any  pains  to  prevent  them,  or  flop  their  progrefs ; 
and  as,  befidts,  there  is  not  a  fingle  phyfician  in  all 
the  reductions,   nor  any  other  iuigeons,  but  a  few 
lay  brother  jefuits  •,    and  it  has  not  as  yet  been 
found  poffible  to  eftablifh  hofpitals  or   good  dif- 
penfaries.     The  miflionaries  fupply,    as  much  as 
pofTible,  the  want  of  all  thefe  nsceffaries,     by  all 
the  care  the  mofl  induflrious  and  tender  charity  can 
fuggefl,  efpecially  for  the  relief  of  the  fick  ;    and 
it  muft  be  owned,  that  two  men,  and  fometimes 
but  one,  obliged  to  attend,  at  once,  to  all  the  necef- 
fities  of  body  and  foul,  and  make  frequent  excur- 
fions  into  the  country,  where  feverai  men  flationed 
there  to  carry  on  fome  branches  of  hufbandry,  or 
take  care  of  their  cattle,  are  overtaken  by  the  dif- 
order ;  and  who  often  have  not,  by  day  or  by  night, 
a  moment's  repofe  ;    it  muft   be  granted,  I  fay, 
that  perfons  having  fo  many  calls  to  anfwer,  can- 
not poflibly  anfwer  them  all.     It  is  even  furprizing, 
and  in  fome  fort  miraculous,    that   breaching   on 
thefe  occafions,  as  they  conftantly  do,  an  infedled 
air  ;    and  bei;}g  inceffantly  employed  in  ferving  the 
fick,    adminiftring  the  facraments   to  the  dying, 
and  burying  the  dead,    they  fo  feldom  catch  ariy 
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(brder  themfelves,  or  fink  under  the  fatigue  of  at* 
tending  others. 

The  Indians  know  all  this  perfedlly  well.  No- 
thing makes  a  greater  imprelfion  upon  them,  or 
the  Infidels,  many  of  whom  are  often  witnefles  to  it, 
than  this  charity,  which  takes  in  every  necellity, 
and  expofes  itfelf  to  every  danger;  which  no  labours 
can  frighten,  no  drudgery  difguft.  It  is,  therefore, 
no  way  furprizing,  that  fenfible  as  they  are  of  the 
great  difference  between  their  fituation,  and  that  of 
the  other  Indians  obliged  to  do  perfonal  fervice, 
they  are  fo  attached  to  thofe,  to  whom  they  are  in- 
debted for  their  liberty  ;  and  that,  as  often  as  other 
fjaitors  have  been  fent  to  them,  they  immediately 
difperfed.  This  has  happened  more  than  once. 
The  Jefuit  Milfioriaries,  have,  on  their  fide,  for  the 
Neophytes  a  tendernefs,  that  is  fcarce  conceivable ; 
•and  is  infpired  chiefly  by  that  undeferved  confidence 
in  tliem,  which  thefe  poor  Indians  exprefs,  on  every 
bccafion,  by  their  patience  and  refignation  in  fick- 
neffes  the  moft  painful,  during  wliich,  though  de- 
flitute  of  many  things  fit  for  perfons  in  their  con- 
dition, and  with  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
thefe  Fathers  to  fupply  them,  they  feldom  are  heard 
to  utter  a  fingle  complaint.  They  receive  with 
fubmilfion,  and  even  with  thanks,  every  thing 
from  the  hand  of  God ;  and  figh  after  nothing 
but  their  heavenly  country. 

The  confolation  of  thefe  apoflolic  men,  when 
the  Lord  llrikes  their  flock  in  this  manner,  con^ 
iifts  in  their  having  the  greateft  certainty^  that  can 
be  expeded,  that  heaven  is  peopled  by  their  lofTes  ; 
^nd  that  they  hereby  gain  fo  many  new  interceP 
fors  with  the  mafler  of  the  harvefl,  to  give  them  a 
more  abundant  crop  in  their  fpiritual  excuriions. 
Tliele  diforders  often  attack  the  neophytes  in  their 
journeys,  in  which  they  are  quite  deftitute  of  all 
manner  of  afliftance.     It  fometimes^  happens,  that, 
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when  they  have  fcarce  got  half  way,  the  fmall-pox 
overtakes  them,  and  obliges  them  to  flop  fliort,  in 
imminent  danger  of  perilling  on  fome  defart  Ihore, 
or  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  barbarians.  Father 
Cattaneo,  who,  at  his  very  firfl  entrance  upon  this 
miilion  in  the  year  1730,  happened  to  be  prefent  at 
one  of  thefe  fudden  lurprizes  by  ficknefs,  gives  us, 
in  one  of  his  letters,  fuch  a  detail  of  the  diftrefs  at- 
tending them,  as  can  fcarce  be  read  without  fhedr 
ding  tears. 

Such  is  this  pretended  kingdom,  of  which,  it  is 
faid,  that  the  Jeluits  are  fovereigns  of,  and  draw 
from  treafures  enough  to  enrich  all  the  fociety  ; 
but  into  which,  it  is  added,  they  take  the  greaiefh 
care  not  to  let  any  fbrangers  enter,  left  it  fhould  be 
difcovered  what  ufe  they  make  of  all  thefe  riches, 
and  be  driven  out  of  the  country,  in  cafe  the 
avenues  to  it  came  to  be  well  known.  Nothing 
has,  as  yet,  been  faid  of  the  Chriftian  Republick 
of  the  Cbiqiiites,  which  the  fame  Jefuits  of  Para- 
guay founded  a  little  more  than  fixty  years  ago, 
in  the  province  of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra,  and  of 
which  I  fhall  fpeak  in  due  feafon.  It  differs  in  no- 
thing from  that  of  the  Guaranis,  upon  which  it  has 
been  modelled,  but  that  it  was  fooner  brought  to 
perfection,  becaufe  the  Chiquites  are  more  laborious 
than  the  Guaranis  ;  and  fupported  their  miflionaries 
for  fome  years,  during  which  they  received  no  pen- 
fion  from  court,  as  the  Neophytes  had  not  as  yet 
been  declared  immediate  valfals  of  the  crown,  nor 
were,  confequently,  liable  to  pay  any  tribute. 

I  CANNOT  better  conclude  this  defcription  of  the 
Chriftian  Republick  eftablifhed  on  the  Parana  and 
the  Uruguay,  than  by  the  following  letter  written 
to  Phillip  V,  in  1721,  by  Don  Pedro  Faxardo,  of 
the  order  of  the  Trinity  for  the  redemption  of  cap- 
tives, and  then  bifhop  of  Buenos  Ayres,  after  his 
|ord(hip  vifited  all  die  reductions  of  his  diocefe. 

S  I  R  E^ 
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SIRE, 

A  letter  from  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  in  which 
my  perfon  is  but  little  (pared,  having  lately  fallen 
into  my  hands,  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  your 
majelly.  I  am  little  concerned  at  what  it  contains 
to  my  prejudice  ;  but  I  cannot  be  filent  in  regard 
to  the  calumnies  and  falfe  accufations,  with  which 
it  loads  the  miffionaries  of  this  province.  As  the  wri- 
ter declares,  that  letters  in  the  lame  ftrain  have  been 
written  to  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies,  I  fhould 
be  very  much  to  blame,  if  I  did  not  difcover  the 
malice  of  thofe,  who  write  them,  and  inform  your 
majefly  of  the  prudent  behaviour  and  ufeful  labours 
of  the  truely  apoflolic  men,  againfl  whom  they 
rail,  though  not  without  wounding  me  through  their 
fides. 

Thi  s  is  not  the  firlt  time,  Sire,  that  fimilar  com- 
plaints have  been  made  of  thefe  milhonaries  to  the 
fupreme  council  of  the  Indies.  But  thefe  fathers, 
who  have  notiiing  in  view  but  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  prefervation  and  increafe  of  their  flourifhing 
miffions,  haVe  fupported  all  the  attacks  made  on 
them,  with  a  conftancy  and  equanimity,  by  which 
I  could  not  but  be  greatly  edified.  What  furprifes 
me  ftill  more,  is  that  not  only  they  appear  quite 
infenfible  to  all  the  flrokes  made  at  them,  but  that 
for  all  thefe  injuries  they  return  nothing  but  kind- 
nefs  and  charity.  How  many  poor  families  are  there 
in  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  who  would  flarve  but 
for  their  ailiflance  ?  With  what  zeal  do  they  not 
labour  for  the  falvation  of  the  inhabitants  ?  They 
comfort  them  in  their  afflictions  j  they  preach  to 
them  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  ;  they  affift  them  in 
ficknefs  ;  they  inftrudt  their  children  ;  they  com- 
pofe  their  diilentions ;  they  reconcile  them  when 
enemies  ;  they  are  always  ready  to  ferve  thofe,  who 
in  any  fhape  Hand  in  need  of  it. 

But 
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But  fo  many  virtues,  inftead  of  procuring  them, 
as  one  might  naturally  expe6t,  the  love  and  efleem. 
of  this  people,  ferve  only  to  make  them  more  rea- 
dily yield  to  the  malicious  attacks  of  calumny.  I 
am  not  afraid  to  fay,  that,  if  thefe  fathers  had  lefs 
virtue,  they  would  be  lefs  hated.  I  have  often  vi- 
fited  their  miffions  ;  and  I  can  alTure  your  majefly, 
that  I  never  beheld  more  order  or  difmterefhednefs, 
than  that  with  which  they  are  governed  by  thefe  fa- 
thers, who  make  ufe  of  nothing  belonging  to  the 
Neophytes  for  their  own  cloathing  or  fubfiftence. 
In  thele  numerous  towns,  compofed  of  Indians  na- 
turally given  to  all  manner  of  vice,  there  reigns  fo 
much  innocence,  that  I  don't  believe  a  fmgle  mortal 
fm  is  committed  in  them  ;  the  paftors  of  them 
preventing  by  their  great  viglilance  the  commiflion 
of  the  fmallefl  faults.  I  happened  to  be  in  one  of 
thefe  towns  on  a  fellival  of  our  lady,  and  faw  eight 
hundred  perfons  communicate.  It  is  not  furprizing, 
that  the  enemy  of  mankind  fhould  execute  fo  many 
florms  againfl  fo  holy  a  work,  and  ufe  all  his 
endeavours  to  deflroy  it.  It  is  true,  that  the  MilTio- 
naries  are  particularly  attentive  to  hinder  Indians 
from  converling  with  the  Spaniards  ;  and  they  are 
very  much  in  the  right  of  it ;  as  fuch  converfation 
could  not  fail  giving  a  mortal  blow  to  their  inn<^~ 
cence.  It  would  introduce  libertinifm  and  a  total 
corruption  of  manners.  Of  this  we  have  a  very 
ftriking  proof  in  the  behaviour  of  the  Indians  in- 
habiting the  four  Indian  towns  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  city. 

It  is,  likewife,  true,  that  thefe  Indians  yield  an 
unlimited  fubmiflion  to  their  fathers  in  Jefus  Chrifl ; 
and  what  is  very  fuprizing,  there  appears  more 
gratitude  in  barbarians,  who,  before  their  converfion, 
gave  room  to  doubt  if  they  were  men,  than  even 
in  thofe  born  in  the  bofom  of  the  church.  As  to 
their  pretended  riches,  nothing  can  be  more  chime- 
rical 
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rical.  What  they  earn  by  their  labour  goes  enth'eiy 
to  procure  them  neceflaiiesfor  their  churches  ;coarfe 
and  cheap  cloathing ;  and,  every  day,  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  meat,  Indian  corn,  and  garden  fluff.  Were 
thefe  millions  worth  the  Jefuits  fo  much,  would 
their  colleges  be  fo  poor,  as  to  almoft  want  the  com- 
mon neceliaries  of  life  ? 

For  my  part,  who  am  perfedly  well  acquainted 
with  every  thing  done  in  thefe  miflions,  I  cannot 
help  applying  to  the  company  of  Jefus,  thofe  words 
of  the  book  of  Wifdom  :  How  beautiful  is  a  chafte 
generation^  when  joined  with  the  lujlre  of  a  pure  and 
burning  zeal !  which  changes  fo  many  infidels  into 
true  children  of  the  church  ;  trains  them  up  in  the 
fear  of  God  ;  forms  them  to  the  pradlice  of  chrif- 
tian  virtues  \  and,  in  order  to  maintain  them  in 
piety,  and  preferve  them  from  the  contagion  of  vice, 
patiently  fuffers  the  moft  atrocious  calumnies.  The 
memory  of  fuch  a  generation  is  precious  in  the  fight  of 
God  and  man ;  particularly,  in  that  of  your  m^- 
jefty,  to  whom  this  province  is  indebted  for  fo 
many  favours. 

It  is  in  their  name,  Sire,  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  prefent  this  memorial  to  your  majefly  ;  and  to 
afl<:  of  you  the  fame  favour,  that  was  aflced  of  Do- 
fnitian  by  one  of  his  fubjeds.  I  have,  lord,  faid 
he,  one  day,  to  this  emperor,  an  enemy,  who  grieves 
greatly  at  all  the  marks  of  goodnefs  you  give  me  ; 
but  I  befeech  you,  to  give  me  ftill  more  of  them, 
that  he  may  have  ftill  greater  reafon  to  grieve,  da 
Ccefar  tanto  tu^  magis  ut  doleat.  This  is  what  I  ex- 
pect from  your  majefty's  goodnefs,  in  behalf  of 
thefe  poor  Indians,  fervently  praying  God  to 
pireferve  you  for  the  good  of  this  monarchy. 

At  Buenos  Ay  res,  the  20  th  of  May  172 1.'  ' 

Brother  Peter,  Bifhop  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

BOOK 
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BOOK        VI. 

^ew  decrees  of  the  Spanijh  court  in  favour  of  the 
Indians^    efpecially  thofe  fiihmitting  without  comi 
pidfion^  and  civilized  and  converted  by  the  Jefuits, 
Royal  vijitor  in   the  reductions.    Some  Spaniards 
feem  willing  to  comply  with  the  royal  decrees  in 
favour  of  the  Indians^  whilfl  others  attempt  to  make 
flaves  even  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  redu^ions.    De^ 
fcription  of  the  town  called  St.  Paul  of  Pritaningue 
in  Brazil.     Why  the  inhabitants  called  Mamelus. 
The  Mamelus  carry  into  flavery  feveral  of  the  Re^ 
•4^i5lion  Indians  ;   and  are  the  occafion  of  7nany  more 
feparating  from  their  pafiors  to  feek  fhelter  in  the 
woodSy  where  fome  perifh  through  want  and  fatigue^ 
and  others  are  devoured  by  wild  beajis.     Divijion 
of  the  provinces  of  Paraguay^  and  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
Defcription  of  the  country  called  Tape,      Curious 
animal.     Curious  vegetables.     ReduBions  eflablifoed 
in  Tape.     Singular  nations  called  Caaiguas.     Ma- 
melus deflroy  two  Spanijh  towns.     Redu6lions  re- 
moved to  avoid  their  fury,    Spaniards  refufe  to  aj/ij} 
the  new  chrijiians. 


^  TTTHILE  the  fathers  Maceta  and 

10 1 Q- 1 3.  yy  Ca^aldino  were  extending  their 
fpiritual  conquefts  among  the  Guaranis  on  the  banks 
of  the  Parapamena,  fome  of  their  brethren  had  the 
Jiappinefs  of  founding  a  redudion  under  the  name  of 

Si.  Ignatius 
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St.  Ignatius  Guaza,  between  the  Tebiquari  and  the 
Parana,  and  of  converting  a  great  number  of  the 
Diaguites.     Even  a  Cacique  among  the  Guaycu- 
rus,  who  affected  to  be  called  Don  Martin,  ap- 
plied for  fome  Jefuits  to  inflrud  his  fubjeds.     But, 
though  the  Spaniards  could  not  exped  to  live  with 
any  comfort  in  the  country  without  making  friends 
of  thefe  Indians,  and  it  was  impoilible  to  make 
friends  of  them  without  firfh  making  them  chrif- 
tians,  they  could   not   bear  even  the  diflant  prof- 
pe6l  of  lofing  the  perfonal  fervice  of  thefe  poor 
creatures,  whom  they   in   a   manner,    confidered 
as  part  of  their  property.     Nay,  fome  of  them,  in 
hop^rs,  it  is  probable,  of  fruflrating  the  charitable 
defigns  of  the  miflionaries,  went  fo  far  as  to  pub- 
lifh,  that  the  Spaniards  had  killed  the  relation  of 
Don  Martin,  to  whom  thefe  fathers  had   promifed 
the  fullefl  fecurity  for   himfelf  and   his  fubje6ls. 
while  they  remained  along  with  him,  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  come  and  fettle  nearer  the  province 
of  Paraguay.  But  the  authors  of  fo  fcandalous  a 
report   were  fortunately  difcovered,    though  not 
punilhed  with  the  fever ity  they  deferved. 

In  the  mean  time,  Don  Francifco  Alfaro 
^  ^^'  arrived  in  Tucuman,  in  quality  of  royal 
vifitor,  with  inflru6lions  to  regulate  the  manner,  in 
which  the  Indians  given  in  command  fhould  be 
treated,  fo  as  to  leave  no  jufh  reafon,  to  com- 
plain, to  them,  or  the  Spaniards.  But  it  was  no 
eafy  matter  to  determine,  what  the  Spaniards 
had  a  juft  right  to  expedl.  The  perfonal  fer- 
vice, on  the  footing  it  then  flood,  could  only 
be  confidered  as  an  abufe  of  the  commands,  which 
it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  reduce  to  equitable 
bounds ;  and,  accordingly,  neither  the  authority 
of  the  fovereign,  nor  the  reprefentations  of  the 
bifhops,  nor  the  feverity  of  the  governors  and  in- 
ferior 
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feiior  magiftrates  have  as  yet  been  able  to  conquer 
this  inveterate  evil. 

The  vifiter,  after  declaring  his  majefly's  inten- 
tions,  and  conferring  in  private  with  feveral  perfons 
who  bed  underflood  the  nature  of  the  affair,  called 
an  affembly  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the  pro- 
vince, in  which  every  point  was  very  maturely  ex- 
amined and  difcuffed.  The  refuit  was  an  unani- 
mous decree,  tliat  the  perfonal  fervice,  in  the 
manner  it  was  then  exadled  in  the  country,  was 
unlawful  for  the  reafons  publickly  alledged  by 
every  member.  The  vifiter,  then,  fet  out  for  Cor- 
duba,  where  the  evil  was  much  greater  than  at 
Santiago  ^  and,  on  his  arrival  there,  publifhed  the 
king's  order,  the  viceroy's  edicls,  the  fentences 
of  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas,  and  the  new 
decree  juft  now  mentioned.  But  he  met  with  fo 
many  obftacles  in  the  execution  of  them,  that  he 
thought  proper  to  mitigate  them  a  little,  in  hopes 
that,  by  pioceeding  with  more  gentlenefs,  he  might 
the  iboner  dii°pofe  the  parties  concerned  to  yield, 
at  lafl,  an  unlimited  obedience  to  the  jufl  com- 
mands of  their  fuperiors.  But  we  are  not  told 
how  far  he  carried  his  condefcenfion,  nor  what  ef- 
(qiRs  it  then  produced.  All  we  know  of  the  mat- 
ter is,  that  he  remained  but  a  fhort  time  in  this 
town  ;  and  that,  if  ever  the  perfonal  fervice  was 
put  upon  a  proper  footing,  it  continued  fo  but 
a  very  fhort  time. 

The  vifiter,  then,  fet  out  for  the  AfTumption,  in 
company  with  Don  Diego  Martin  Negroni,  named 
to  the  government  of  Paraguay  and  the  provincial 
of  the  Jefuits  whom  he  had  met  at  Corduba^ 
At  fome  diftance  from  the  Allumption,  they  were 
pretty  much  furprized  to  fee  a  large  boat  draw  near 
them  covered  v/ith  green  branches  and  flowers  ; 
but  more  fo,  when  they  found  it  carried  the  fon  of 
Don  Martin,  the  Guaycurus  Cacique,  whom  his 
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father  had  fent  to  compliment  the  vifiter  in  his 
name,  and  obtain  leave  for  himfelf  to  wait  upon 
him  in  perfon.  The  young  Indian  acquitted  him- 
felf fo  well  of  his  commiffion,  that  he  charmed  all 
the  fpedators  ;  and  the  vifiter,  the  governor,  and 
the  provincial  thought  proper  to  perform  the  reft 
of  the  journey  in  his  boat,  in  order  to  give  him 
an  unqueflionable  proof  of  their  reliance  on  his 
afiurances.  Don  Martin  himfelf  arrived  at  the 
AlTamption,  in  a  very  fhort  time  after  them,  ac- 
companied by  father  Gonzales  who  had  been  fent 
to  him  at  his  requeft,  and  a  great  many  of  his 
countrymen,  who  were  all  very  v/ell  received.  He 
even  brought  another  fon  of  his,  two  years  old,  to 
be  baptized  ;  and,  though  he  himfelf  had  not  as 
yet  applied  for  that  favour,  father  Torrez  thought 
proper  to  comply  v/ith  his  requeft  ;  the  vifiter  and 
the  governor  ftanding  fponfors,  in  perfon,  to  the 
young  chriftian. 

The  vifiter,  then,  caufed  the  fame  publications  to 
be  made  in  the  AfTumption,  in  regard  to  the  per- 
fonal  fervice,  which  he  had  before  ordered  at  Cor- 
duba  and  Santiago  ;  but  the  principal  inhabitants, 
many  of  whom  were  related  to  the  firft  families  of 
Spain,  reprefented  to  him,  that,  by  depriving  them 
of  the  fervices  of  the  Indians,  or  reducing  it  to 
the  limits  mentioned  in  his  proclamation,  they 
fhould  be  abfolutely  difabled  from  paying  the 
king,  what  his  majefty  required  of  them.  All 
this  was  true  -,  but  it  was  their  own  fault,  and  that 
of  their  forefathers,  who,  by  treating  the  natives 
of  the  country  with  more  juftice  and  humanity, 
might  have  obtained  far  greater  fervices  fiom  them, 
than  any  they  could  expedt  in  the  ftate  of  flavery, 
to  which  they  had  reduced  them.  The  evil,  how- 
ever, being  already  done  (for  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  Indians  had  perifhed  by  exceflive  labour, 
or  fled  to  avoid  it.)  the  vifiter  thought  he  might 

content 
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Confent  to  a  medium,  which,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
it  would  not  render  defperate  fo  many  perfons  of 
quality,  iliouid,  in  no  fhape,  flrike  at  the  authority 
of  the  fovereign.  He,  therefore,  permitted  thofe, 
who  had  Indians  in  command,  to  exact  from  them, 
during  the  fpace  of  one  month  in  every  year,  what 
fervices  they  thought  proper,  provided  they  paid 
them  wages  for  the  work  done  during  the  other 
eleven  months.  To  this  regulation  he  added  feveral 
others  in  favour  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  king  not 
only  approved  the  gratuitous  fervice  of  thofe  in 
command  during  one  months  but  gave  leave  to  ex- 
tend it  to  two  months,  as  it  had  been  at  the  firfl 
inflitution  of  the  commands.  But  it  will  appear 
hereafter,  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  things  infenlibly 
returned  to  their  old  footing. 

The  vifiter,  next,  declared,  in  the  king's  name, 
that  neither  the  Guaranis  nor  the  Guaycurus  fhould. 
ever  be  given  in  command,  upon  any  pretence 
v/hatfoever  ;  and  that  the  fathers  of  the  fociety  of 
Jefus  fhould,  alone,  be  charged  with  the  care  of  in- 
ilrudling  and  civilizi:.g  them  ;  and  engaging  them 
to  acknowledge  for  fovereigns  the  kings  of  Spain, 
of  whom  they  fhould  be  confidered  as  the  im- 
mediate vaffals  ;  and  that  their  miffionaries  fhould 
receive  out  of  the  royal  treafury  the  fame  falary, 
that  was  allowed  to  the  parifh  prieft  among  the 
Indians  of  Peru.  But  father  Torrez  begged  the 
vifiter  to  reduce  it  to  one  fourth,  aifuring  him, 
that  it  was  enough  for  religious  men,  who  knew 
how  to  live  within  bounds.  We  havealready  feen, 
that  what  the  king  allows  the  parifh  priefhs  of  the 
reductions  for  their  fubfiflence,  is  taken  from  the 
tribute,  which  the  Indians  of  them  pay  his  ma- 
jefly.  Though  father  Torrez's  difmtereflednefs 
gave  great  fatisfaftion,  the  vifiter  had  fcarce  left 
the  AlTumption,  when  there  arofe  fo  furious  a 
llorm  againft  the  Jefuits,  as  the  authors  of  thefe 
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new  regulations  we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  retire  to  their  farm-houfe  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Soon  after  their  expulfion, 
however,  one  of  the  mofl  confiderable  inhabitants, 
attended  by  all  the  Indians  he  had  in  command, 
waited  on  the  governor,  and  protefted  to  him,  upon 
oath,  that  he  would  rather  fee  himfelf  reduced  to 
beggary,  than  trefpafs  the  bounds  lately  prefcribed 
to  the  encomenderoes.  Then,  turning  to  his  In- 
dians, he  declared  to  them,  that  he  by  no  means, 
pretended  to  treat  them  as  flaves  for  the  future,  as 
he  had  hitherto  done;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
would  confider  them  as  his  children.  Though 
this  humane  and  charitable  a6t:  made  fo  great  an 
imprefTion  upon  mofh  of  thole  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances,  that  the  Jefuits  were  foon  invited  back 
to  their  college,  there  flill  remained  a  leaven  of  ill 
v/ill  againfl  them,  which  has  often  fhown  itfelf, 
efpecially  fmce  the  Spaniards  began  again  to  treat 
the  Indians  with  their  ufual  cruelty  and  injuflice. 
Don  Francifco  concluded  his  vifitation  by  a  tour 
to  Santiago,  where  he  had  received  the  ftri6tefl 
orders  from  his  majefly,  and  the  viceroy  of  Peru, 
to  fee  the  Jefuits  re-eflabli(hed ;  but  he  had  no  oc- 
cafion  to  proceed  to  violent  methods  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  new  governor,  and  his  predecelFor, 
who  had  been  feverely  reprimanded  by  the  king 
for  fuffering  the  Jefuits  to  be  driven  out  of  the 
place ;  the  bifhop,  who  now  began  to  lament  with 
tears  his  weaknefs  in  regard  to  them,  and  the  in-r 
habitants  of  every  rank  ;  all  being  readier  to  receive 
them,  than  they  were  to  return.  The  fatherjs^ 
however,  at  length  complied ;  and  the  vifiter  en-^ 
dowed  their  college,  partly  out  of  the  king's  reve- 
nues, and  partly  out  of  thofe  of  the  cathedral.  A 
feminary  was,  likev/ife,  opened  for  the  education 
oi  youth ;  but  it  was  foon  after  transferred  to 
Corduba,  which,  is,  at  prefent,  the  capital  of  the 
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province,  and  the  refidence  of  its  bifhops.  Much 
about  the  fame  time,  the  Spaniards,  alarmed  at 
fbme  events,  which  they  coafidered  as  fo  many 
judgments  upon  thofe,  who  had  made  the  greateft 
abufe  of  t\ft  commands,  fincereiy  renounced  the 
pei:fonal  fervice,  which  they  had  hitherto  exadted 
from  the  Indians.  Some  of  them  even  made  them 
very  large  prefents,  by  way  of  atonement  for  their 
former  oppreffions  -,  and  thefe  poor  creatures,  tranf- 
ported  with  joy  at  fo  fudden  a  change,  did  nothing 
but  extol  thofe,  to  whom  they  imagined  they  were 
chiefly  indebted  for  it ;  and  fent  them  invitations, 
from  every  quarter,  to  fettle  among  them,  pi  omif- 
ing  to  repay  their  endeavours  with  the  greatefl  do- 
ciHty  and  fubmiflion. 

Every  thing  being  thus  regulated  in  Tucuman, 
father  Torrez  turned  all  his  thoughts  towards  the 
province  of  Guayra.  The  firfh  ftep  he  took  was 
to  fend  father  Antonio  Ruiz  de  Montoya,  lately 
arrived  from  Spain,  to  the  affiflance  of  the  fathers 
Maceta  and  Cataldino,  who  were  no  longer  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  prodigious  number  of  Guaranis^ 
that  daily  came  to  put  themfelves  under  their  cor^- 
dudc.  The  four  reductions,  however,  which  thefe 
millionaries  had  already  formed,  were  not  as  yet 
overflocked  with  chriflians  ;  for,  having  remarked, 
that  moft  of  their  profelytes  repaired  to  them, 
merely  to  avoid  being  molefled  by  the  Spaniards^ 
or  the  Portugueze  of  Brazil ;  and  in  order  to  be 
the  better  able  to  defend  themfelves  againft  their 
old  enemies ;  they  began  to  admit  them  with  fome 
referve,  as  many  of  thofe  who  had  been  too 
readily  received,  foon  grew  tired  of  the  regular 
life  they  were  made  to  lead,  and  returned  to  their 
woods  and  mountains,  when  the  miffionaries 
leaft  expedted  it,  in  fpite  of  all  the  indulgence  that 
could  be  allowed  them  without  diflionouring  the 
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religion,  which  it  was   the  chief  .ambition  of  the 
miifionaries  to  make  them  embrace. 

In  the  year  1615,  Father  Torrez,  who  had,  but 
fevep  years  before  fourded  this  province  with  le- 
ven  jeluits,  was  facceeded  b)  father  Pe'§ro  de  Onate, 
to  whom  he  left  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  nnicr 
teen  ;  and  this  number  was  greatly  enci  eaied,  the 
year  following,  by  a  confiderable  reinforcement  from 
Europe,  .fo  that  thefe  religious  now  found  them- 
felves  in  a  condition  to  open  regular  dalles  in  their 
colleges  at  Buenos  Ayres,  Santafe  and  St.  Michael ; 
fupply  with  paflors  fome  Spanifh  towns  deflitute  of 
fpiritual  afiillance ;  ai^d  fei  d  others  to  maintain  and 
extend  the  fpiritual  conquefls  they  had  already  made 
among  the  Indians,  and  attempt  new  ones.  Of 
thofe  fent  on'this  lafl  errand,  father  Gonzalez  had 
the  greatefl  luccefs.  He  founded  a  reduction  at  a 
place  called  Itapua,  fixty  leagues  from  the  Af- 
fumption,  where  a  gut,  by  which  a  marlh  drains 
into  the  Parana,  forms  a  kind  of  port ;  and  two 
.others  in  the  neighbourhood.  But  Don  Ferdi- 
nando  Arias,  who  had  married  this  father's  filler, 
and  had  been  lately  promoted,  for  the  fecond 
time,  to  the  government  of  Paraguay,  had  like 
to  have  blafled  thefe  promifmg  appearances  by 
an  indifcreet  attempt  to  forward  them.  Contrary 
to  his  brother-in-lav/'s  advice,  he  v/ould  vifit  the 
new  redudions ;  and,  though  the  Neophytes,  fuf- 
ficiently  apprized  by  their  pallor  of  the  friendlinefs 
of  his  intentions,  expreffed  the  greatefl  pleafure  at 
feeing  him.,  the  appearance  of  about  fifty  foldiers, 
whom  he  had  taken  along  with  him,  cauied  fuchan 
alarm  among  the  neighbouring  Indians,  that, 
while  he  was  difpofmg  of  all  the  civil  and  military 
.employments  of  the  new  eflablilhments,  with  the 
fam.e  authority  he  could  have  done  in  any  Spanifh 
town  of  his  government,  a  large  body  aflembled 
to  cut  him  off  in  his  return ;  and  would  have  in- 
fallibly 
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fallibly  done  it,  had  not  his  brother-in-law's  elo- 
quence opened  him  a  pailage  ihrough  them.  The 
governor,  having  thuughi  pi^per  to  offer  the  ca- 
cique, who  commandea  ihem,  a  flaff  of  command, 
in  the  king's  name,  the  barbarian  prince  nobly  an- 
fwered,  that  he  had,  for  a  long  time  pafl,  command- 
ed in  thecountiy  without  auy  fuch  ftafF;  and,  there- 
fore, defired  nim  to  keep  the  bauble  for  fomebody 
elfe,  who  might  think  it  wor.h  his  accfp  ance. 
r  o  In  the  mean  time,  an  epidemick  dif- 
^  '  eafe  broke  out  in  ihe  old  redu(::l:ions, 
and  carried  off  a  great  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  but  thefe  lofles,  as  they  ferved  to  people 
heaven,  gave  the  milnonaries  much  lefs  uneafinefs 
than  they  fufFered  by  living  fo  near  the  town 
of  Villarica,  whofe  inhabitants  let  flip  no  op- 
portunity of  carrying  off  all  the  new  chrifhians 
they  could  furprize,  treating  them  in  a  manner 
that  expofed  them  to  the  danger  of  lofing  their 
faith  along  with  their  liberty.  To  remedy  this 
evil,  the  fathers  thought  proper  to  remove  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  Paranapane  and  the  Pirape ; 
but  it  was  not  long  before  they  difcovered,  that,  by 
flying  from  one  enemy,  they  got  more  within  the 
reach  of  another,  whole  neigbourhood  foon  be- 
came fatal  to  all  thefe  new  churches,  Thefe  v/ere 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  a  fmall 
town  of  the  province  of  St.  Vincent  in  Brazil,  of 
whofe  origin  and  character  it  is  requiflte  I  fhould 
iay  fcmething,  that  the  reader  may  the  better  un- 
der ftand  the  fequel  of  this  hifhory. 

The  Portuguefe  who  conquered  Brazil,  after 
building  St,  Vincent  on  the  fea  fhore,  fent  colonies 
into  the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  where  they 
built  fome  towns,  of  which  one  of  the  mofl:  famous 
was  this  of  St.  Paul,  furnamed  Piratininga  from 
the  Indian  name  of  the  difl:rid:,  in  which  it  was 
founded.     Some  time  after  the  foundation  of  this 
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place,  father  Emmanuel  de  Nobrega,  who  had  been 
lent  over  to  Brazil  by  St.  Ignatiusj  and  was  the  firft 
provincial  of  the  jefuits  there,  finding,  that  this  lit- 
tle town  was  advantageoiilly  fituated  to  found  a  nu- 
merous church  of  Brazilians ;  and  imagining,  be- 
fides,  that  the  Indians  here  were  more  docile  than 
thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Vincent^  removed 
to  it  the  college  of  this  lafi  city ;  and,  as  he  arrived 
at  Piratininga  the  eve  of  the  converfion  of  St.  Paul, 
he  gave  his  nev/  church  the  name  of  that  apoille  ; 
and  this  name,  in  courfe  of  time,  became  that  of 
the  town  itfelf. 
^  ^  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  continued, 
^  ^  '  for  fome  time,  in  religious  fentiments, 
through  the  endeavours  of  the  jefuits  eftablifhed 
among  them ;  and  the  Indians  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, for  whom  thefe  fathers  found  means  to  ob- 
tain good  treatment  from  their  new  neighbours, 
embraced  the  gofpel  in  great  numbers.  But  this 
fuccefs  was  of  fhort  continuance,  and  the  Portu- 
guefe  colony  of  St.  Paul  of  Piraliningue,  upon 
which  the  miilionaries  had  founded  their  greateft 
hopes  for  extending  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
foon  became  an  invincible  barrier  in  the  way  of 
their  fpiritual  conquefts.  The  evil  proceeded  from 
another  colony  contiguous  to  that  of  St.  Paul,  in 
which  the  blood  of  the  Portuguefe  had  been  greatly 
mixed  with  that  of  the  Brazilians  5  for  the  conta- 
gion of  this  b^d  example  foon  reaching  St.  Paul, 
there  fprang  from  this  mixture,  a  perverfe  gene- 
ration, who  carried  their  diforders  of  every  kind 
to  fuch  an  excefs,  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  they 
came  to  be  called  MafnehiSy  on  account  of  their 
great  refemblance  to  thefe  Haves  of  the  ancient 
fultans  of  Egypt. 

This  diilolution  became  fo  general,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  endeavours  of  the  governors,  magiftrates,  and 
jefuits,  feconded  by  the  ecclefiaftical  fuperiours,  to 

put 
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put  a  flop  to  it,  that  the  Mamelus,  at  length, 
Ihook  off  the  yoke  of  all  divine  and  human  au- 
thority. Upon  this,  a  great  number  of  banditti  of 
different  nations,  Portugueze,  Spaniards,  Dutch, 
and  Italians,  who  were  obliged  to  fly  the  jufl  ice 
of  men,  and  defpifed  that  of  God,  and  a  gieat 
many  of  the  natives  fettled  amongft  them  ;  and, 
having  foon  contracted  a  tafle  for  violence  and 
rapine,  gave  themfelves  up  to  it  without  ref^ 
traint,  and  filled  with  horror  a  great  extent  of 
country.  The  fhortefl  method  of  putting  a  flop 
to  fo  great  an  evil,  was  to  purge  the  earth  of  thefe 
mifcreants.  It  was  equally  the  ir.terefl  of  the 
two  crowns  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  now  united 
under  one  head,  to  attempt  it.  But  the  town  of 
St.  Paul,  fituated  on  the  top  of  a  rock,  the  ave^ 
nues  to  which  may  be  eafily  defended  by  a  few 
refolute  fellows,  could  only  be  reduced  by  famine  ; 
and  a  much  more  numerous  army  v/ould  have  been 
requifite  for  this  purpofe,  than  either  Brazil  or 
Paraguay  could  raife  and  fupport.  Befides,  there 
never  exifled,  between  the  two  nations,  harmony 
enough  to  make  fuch  an  enterprize  fucceed. 

The  air  at  St.  Paul  is  very  wholefome  and  thefky 
always  ferene.  The  weather  too,  is  very  temiperate, 
though  it  lies  in  the  44th  degree  of  South  latitude. 
All  the  lands  about  are  very  fertile,  and  product 
the  befl  of  wheat,  befides  the  finefl  fugar  canes ;  and 
abound  with  exceeding  good  paflures.  It  could, 
therefore,  be  merely  through  a  fpirit  of  libertinifrtt, 
and  a  love  of  rapine,  that  the  Mamelus  fo  long 
made  it  their  bufmefs  to  overrun,  in  fpite  of  th^ 
greatefl  dangers  of  every  kind,  and  the  mofl  con* 
flant  fatigues,  thele  vafl  uncultivated  regi(!>ns, 
which,  from  time  to  time,  they  have  defpoifed  of 
two  millions  of  inhabitants,  fo  that  their  own  coUft-^ 
try  mufl  foon  have  been  without  inhabitants,  if 


SH  THE    HISTORY 

to  the  many  who  never  returned  from  thefe  ex- 
curfions,  which  fometimes  lafled  ieven  years,  they 
did  not  fubflitute  Tome  of  the  capiives  they 
brought  home  with  them,  or  fome  Indians,  with 
whom  they  had  formed  an  alliance. 

The  Spaniards  of  Paraguay  were  as  great  fuf- 
ferers  by  thefe  ruffians,  as  the  Indian  nations  that 
happened  to  lie  in  their  palTage.  But  the  former 
C'juid  blame  none  but  themlelves  for  what  they 
fufiered  ;  for,  had  they  fupported  the  redudlions 
properly,  the  Mamelus  would  have  found  in  them 
an  infuperable  banier ;  but  to  their  great  misfor- 
tune, a  ai ice  blinded  them  to  their  real  interefl. 
They  could  no:  [icip  confidering  thefe  new  churches 
merely  as  a  part  of  their  property,  and  never  open- 
ed their  eyes  to  the  advantages  they  might  have 
lawfully  derived  from  them,  till  all  this  frontier  was 
unpeopled  and  entirely  ruined.  As  the  Mamelus, 
however,  foon  met  with  more  refiflance  from  the 
new  chriftians,  than  they,  at  fir  ft,  expedted,  and 
did  not  chufe  to  weaken  themfelves  by  dint  of  con- 
queft,  they  had  recourfe  to  ftratagem,  and  put 
feveral  kinds  in  practice. 

That,  which  for  fome  time  fucceeded  beft,  was, 
to  appear  in  fmall  parties,  led  by  commanders  in 
the  habit  of  jefuits,  in  thofe  places,  which  they  knew 
the  jefuits  frequented  in  hopes  of  making  profe- 
lytes.  The  firft  thing  they  did  on  thefe  occafions 
was  to  eredl  crolTes.  They,  next,  made  little  prefents 
to  the  Indians  they  met ;  diftributed  remedies  a- 
mong  the  fick  ;  and,  as  they  were  mafters  of  the 
Guarani  language,  exhorted  them  to  embrace  the 
chriftian  religion,  of  which  they  explained  to  them, 
in  a  few  words,  the  principal  articles.  When  they 
had  by  thefe  arts  ailembled  a  great  number  of 
them,^  they  propofed  to  them  to  remove  to  fome 
more  convenient  fpot,  where  they  affured  them  they 
ihould  want  for  nothing.  Moft  of  the  poor  crea- 
tures 
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tures  permitted  themfelves  to  be  thus  led  by  ihe 
noie  by  thefe  wolves  in  llieep's  cloathing,  till  the 
traitors,  dropping  the  malk,  began  to  tie  them; 
cutting  the  throats  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  lO 
efcape,  and  carrying  tiie  reft  into  flavery.  Some, 
however,  efcaped,  from  time  to  time,  and  alarmed 
the  whole  country.  The  jefuiis  were  confidered 
by  the  Indians,  as  the  authors  of  this  wicked  con- 
trivance, till  thefe  fathers  could  point  out  who  they 
really  were ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  befides  being 
expoied  to  greater  dangers  than  ever  during  their 
excurfions,  generally  returned  without  being  able 
to  prevail  on  any  Indians  to  follow  them. 

The  Indians  of  the  new  republick  formed  17 18 
by  thefe  fathers,  had  not  till  now  been  admitted  to 
the  holy  table,  except  at  the  hour  of  death  ;  nor 
were  any  admitted  even  then,  but  ilich  as  had  with- 
ftood  a  tryal  of  feven  years  fince  their  baptifm.  This 
time  was  thought  necelTary  to  obiain  certain  proofs 
of  their  conftancy  ;  to  render  them  capable  of  con- 
ceiving a  high  opinion  of  the  dignity  of  fo  auguft  a 
facrament ;  and  o  infpire  them  widi  a  real  hunger 
for  this  celeftial  nourilhment.  Many,  in  fadt,  did 
furprizing  things  to  obtain  leave  to  partake  of  it.  As 
nothing  goes  againft  the  g.ain  of  thefe  people  fo 
much  as  humiliations,  it  was  this  way  the  miliionaries 
chiefly  tried  them ;  and  they  fupported  the  tryal 
with  a  courage  that  could  fcarce  be  expedled.  As 
foon  as  notice  was  given  to  them  to  prepare  for  eat- 
ing tlie  bread  of  life,  they  did  it  by  all  the  exer- 
cifes  of  piety  axid  pennance  they  could  think  of; 
efpecially  by  fafting,  which  fome  carried  to  fuch 
a  length  as  not  to  tafte  any  thing  for  two  days  to- 
gether. Confidering  their  voracity,  and  readinefs 
to  digeft,  which  we  have  already  fpoken  of,  no- 
thing could  better  prove  how  earneftly  they  hun- 
gered after  this  divine  manna.  And,  indeed, 
they  reaped  fuch  fruits  from   it,  that  even  their 
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paftors  could  hardly  perfuade  themfelves  they  were 
the  fame  men. 

There  had  been  current,  for  a  longtime  pad, 
in  the  adjacent  provinces,  a  tradition,  to  which^ 
perhaps,  more  credit  has  been  given  in  fome  re- 
lations, than  it  really  deferves ;  but  vi^hich,  how- 
ever, it  is,  I  believe,  as  difficult  to  refute  as  to 
prove.  As  foon  as  the  father's  Cataldino  and  Ma- 
ceta  had  removed  to  a  greater  diflance  from  the 
Spanifli  fettlements,  in  order  to  meet  with  fewer 
obflacles  to  the  converfion  of  the  Guaranis,  fome 
of  the  principal  men  among  thefe  Indians  aflured 
them,  that  they  had  been  informed  by  their  ancef- 
tors,  that  a  holy  man,  called  Pay  Luma^  or  Pay 
^iima^  had  preached  in  their  country  the  faith  of 
Heaven,  (fo  they  expreffed  themfelves  ;)  that  num- 
bers had  put  themfelves  under  his  condu(5t ;  and 
that,  at  his  departure,  he  had  foretold,  that  they  and 
their  defcendants  would  abandon  the  worfhip  of 
the  true  God  whom  he  had  made  known  to  them ; 
but  that  after  fome  hundreds  of  years,  new  en- 
voys of  the  fame  God  would  appear  among  them, 
armed  with  a  crofs  like  that  which  he  carried,  and 
would  re-eflablifh  the  fame  worfliip  among  their 
defcendants. 

Some  years  after  this,  the  fathers  de  Montoya 
and  de  Mendoza,  having  penetrated  into  the  can- 
ton of  Tayatiy  of  which  I  fhall  foon  give  fome  ac- 
count; the  inhabitants,  feeing  them  come  with 
crolfes  in  their  hands,  received  them,  to  their  great 
furprize,  with  uncommon  demonftrations  of  joy 
and  afFedion ;  and,  on  the  fathers  expreiTing  their 
furprize,  related  to  them  the  fame  paflages,  that  the 
fathers  Cataldino  and  Maceta  had  heard  from  other 
Indians ;  adding,  that  the  holy  man  was,  likewife, 
called  Pay  Ahara^  or  the  father  who  lives  in  a 
flate  of  celibacy.  The  tradition  of  the  Brazilians 
tallies  with    that    of   the    Guaranis,    all    to    its 

adding 
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adding  that  the  father  landed  in  the  port  of  Saints, 
oppofite  to  the  bar  of  St.  Vincent ;  and  that  he  in- 
flruded  the  inhabitants  in  the  arts  of  cultivating 
manioc,  and  making  bread  of  it. 

There  is  a  great  road  leading  from  Brazil  to 
Guayra,  which,  though  very  feldom  ufed,  is  never 
overgrown  with  any  but  fmall  weeds  -,  and  the  na- 
tives call  it  the  road  of  Pay  Luma.  In  fhort,  there 
is,  above  the  AfTumption,  a  rock,  whofe  fummit 
forms  a  terrace,  where  fome  people  imagine  they 
can  perceive  the  tracks  of  human  feet ;  and  the 
Indians  fay,  that  it  w^  from  this  fpot  Pay  Luma 
ufed  to  preach  the  Law  of  God  to  their  forefathers. 
The  Peruvians,  who  give  him  the  fame  name, 
fhew  fome  fimilar  veftiges  in  their  country,  and 
relate  a  great  many  wonders,  which  they  fay  the 
faint  wrought  among  them.  Be  this  as  it  will,  fe- 
veral  Spaniards  have  given  credit  to  this  tradition, 
and  pretend  that  Pay  Luma  was  the  apoftle  faint 
Thomas. 

Father  Gonzalez  now  undertook  to  reconnoitre 
the  Uruguay  from  one  end  to  another.  This  river, 
which  ifTues  from  fome  mountains  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Brazil,  between  the  27  th  and  28th  degrees 
of  fouth  latitude,  is  no  better  than  a  rivulet  at  its 
fource  ;  but,  foon  encreafed  to  a  confiderable  de- 
gree by  the  accelTion  of  feveral  torrents,  and,  af- 
terwards, by  that  of  feveral  rivers  that  fall 
into  it  on  both  fides,  it  flows  two  hundred 
leagues  between  two  chains  of  mountains,  which 
confine  it  to  a  very  narrow  bed,  and  thereby  ren- 
der it  extremely  rapid.  It,  afterwards,  widens  fb 
much,  that  fix  hundred  and  ninety  miles  above  its 
difcharge  into  the  Paraguay,  a  ten  oar  boat  cannot 
crofs  it  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  though  it  runs 
here  at  a  very  flow  rate.  The  country  about  it 
now  begins  to  grow  pretty  even  and  agreeable,  and 
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abounds  with  the  fame  animals  and  vegetables,  tha* 
are  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana. 

But  this  river  is  as  fall  of  rocks,  as  that  of  Rio 
de  la  Plata  is  of  fand  banks  ;  and  feveral  of  thefe 
rocks  lie  even  with  the  furface  of  the  water,  fo  that 
there  is  no  making  ufe  of  fails  in  it.  The  veflels 
ufually  employed  upon  it  are  called  balzas,  and 
confift  of  two  pirogues  joined  by  feveral  tranf- 
verfe  beams,  two  cubits  afunder,  covered  with 
planks.  Upon  thefe  planks  fbands  a  tent  to  fhelter 
the  paffengers  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  the  in- 
juries of  the  weather.  The  Uruguay  abounds 
with  fifh,  which  are  killed  with  arrows,  when 
dead,  floating  to  the  furface,  they  are  eafily 
,  taken.  Its  banks  abound  with  birds,  feveral  of 
them  of  all  colours,  particularly  parrots,  and  the 
fly-bird  fo  v/ell  known  in  Canada,  perhaps,  the 
moil  beautiful  feathered  creature  in  the  univerfe. 
The  tigers  here  are  monflroufly  large  and  fierce., 
and  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  their  fkins,  the 
ground  of  which  is  of  a  bright  gold.  When 
Qne  of  thefe  animals  is  wounded,  he  immedi- 
ately falls  upon  the  man  by  whofe  arrow  he 
was  {truck  ,  for  he  never  fails  to  fmgle  him 
out  amongfl  twenty  others.  Three  Neophytes  of 
the  country,  having  one  day  difcovered  a  tiger, 
and  one  of  them,  armed  with  a  gun,  having  im- 
mediately fired  at  him ;  the  animal  diredlly  flew  at 
him,  and  would  have  torn  him  to  pieces,  had  not  the 
Other  two  run  him  through  and  through  in  the 
fpring  he  made  to  get  at  his  aflailant.  The  fields 
were  formerly  covered  with  lions,  oftriches,  and 
deer;  but,  great  numbers  of  them  having  been 
killed,  the  refl  retired  to  more  folitary  places. 
Though  this  country  was  full  of  inhabitants  when 
the  Spaniards  arrived  in  Paraguay,  it  would  now, 
perhaps,  be  little  better  than  a  defart,  were  it  not 
for  the  chriftian  reductions  founded  in  it  by  Fa- 
ther 
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ther  Gonzalez,  who  with  the  lofs  of  no  lives  but 
his  own  and  that  of  his  two  companions,  reduced , 
this  country  to  the  obedience  of  the  Catholic  kings, 
after  the  Spaniards  had  in  vain  attempted  to  pene- 
trate into  it  by  force  of  arms.  It  is  faid,  that 
among  the  Taros  and  Charuas^  two  nations  living 
on  the  banks  of  this  river,  it  is  cuflomary  with 
thofe  who  bury  a  relation,  to  cut  off  the  joint  of  a 
finger  or  toe,  beginning  with  the  fingers ;  by  which 
means  many  of  them  lofe  all  their  lingers  and  toes 
very  early  ;  notwithlianding  which  they  walk  and 
work  very  well. 

It  was  about  tliis  time,  tliat  a  province  was  taken 
frora  that  of  Paraguay,  under  the  name  of  the 
province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata.  The  Tebiquari^ 
which  runs  into  the  Paraguay  from  the  eaft,  was 
appointed  the  common  boundery  of  thefe  two  pro-i 
vinces,  of  which  that  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  was  to 
have  Buenos  Ayres  for  its  capital.  It  was,  after- 
wards, ordered,  that  the  reductions  eflabliihed  in 
the  Guayra,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana,  (hould 
be  under  thejurifdidion  of  the  governor  and  bifliDp 
of  Paraguay ;  and  thofe  on  the  Uruguay,  under  that 
of  the  governor  and  bifhop  of  the  new  province. 
Don  Manuel  Aries  was  the  firfl  governor  of  Para- 
guay ;  and  Don  Diego  Gongora,  then  in  Spain, 
was  appointed  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

Don  Diego  Gongora  embarked  for  his  govern- 
ment at  Lifbon,  where  fome  private  perfons  having 
aiked  leave  to  put  fome  goods,  in  his  name,  on  board 
the  fhip  that  was  to  carry  him,  he  readily  granted 
it,  againll  the  exprefs  letter  of  his  inflrUdions  ^ 
the  fame  indulgence  having  been  often  granted 
by  other  governors,  and  no  notice  taken  of 
it.  But,  whether  he  had  enemies  br  rivals  wh3 
narrowly  watched  all  his  motions,  or  that  he  pro- 
ceeded too  openly,  he  had  fcarce  put  to  fea,  when 
be  was  impeached  before  the  royal  council  of  the 
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Indies,  which  immediately  difpatched  a  commiflary^ 
called  Melone,  to  take  informa Lions  againfl  him, 
and  proceed  to  try  him,  in  caie  there  appeared  fuf- 
ficient  grounds  to  think  him  guilty. 

Melone,  on  his  arrival  at  Buenos  Ay  res,  found 
all  the  inhabitanis  charmed  v/ith  their  new  go- 
vernor ;  and  was  even  given  to  underfland,  that, 
his  errand  having  tranipired,  meaiures  had  been 
concerted  to  fend  him  back,  before  he  could  per- 
form it.  Some  days  after,  he  and  the  jefuits  quar-- 
rellcd ;  on  what  account,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
difcover  ^  but  as  he,  probably,  behaved  with  extra- 
ordinary paffion  on  the  occafion,  the  inhabitants 
thought  pioper  to  take  advantage  of  it  to  rid  them- 
felves  of  fo  dilagreeable  a  gueft.  Some  of  them, 
therefore,  went  to  father  Perlino,  redtor  of  the 
college,  and  advifed  him  to  name  a  judge  confer- 
vator  i  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fecured  him 
againfl  the  attempts  of  Melone,  from  whom,  they 
infmuated,  he  had  every  thing  to  fear,  would  dif- 
able  this  officer  from  proceeding  againfl  the  go- 
vernor. I  ih^W  fpeak  elfewhere  of  this  privilege 
of  naming  a  confervator,  and  of  the  powers  annex- 
ed to  his  office. 

Father  Perlino,  too  little  verfed  in  matters 
of  this  nature  to  dillinguilh  between  thofe  con- 
jun6lu.es,  in  which  his  order  might  make  ufe  of 
this  privilege  granted  by  the  popes,  and  authori- 
zed by  the  cathoiick  kings  in  all  their  dominions, 
and  thofe,  in  which  it  could  not  take  place,  follow:- 
ed  the  advice  that  was  given  him,  not  penetrating 
the  views  of  thofe  who  gave  it  ;  he  even  did  it 
without  confulting  his  provincial,  as  he  ought  to 
haye  done  ;  and,  what  was  probably  worfe,  named 
to  that  ofiice,  by  the  advice  of  the  fame  perfons, 
one  of  thofe  who  were  mofl  incenfed  againfl  Me- 
lone. Be  that  as  it  will,  the  judge  confervator  im^ 
mediately  iiuied  a  decree  againfl  the  commiifary, 

which 
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v/hich  obliged  him  to  return  to  Spain.  Bift  he 
was  no  (boner  arrived  there,  than  he  complained 
of  the  redof  to  the  council  of  the  Indies,  which, 
confidering  the  decree  of  the  judge  confervator  as 
an  attempt  on  their  authority,  applied  to  the  ge- 
neral of  thejefuits  for  juflice  on  Perlino,  who  had 
named  him.  The  general  immediately  complied 
in  the  mofl  ample  manner.  He  difavowed  the  rec- 
tor ;  depofed  him  ;  declared  him  incapable  of  any 
farther  fuperiority  ;  and  ordered  him  back  to  Peru. 
But  thofe,  who  made  a  tool  of  him,  did  not  ef- 
cape  with  the  bare  mortification  of  feeing  their 
conduil:  condemned  in  his.  An  order  was  fent  to 
Buenos  Ayres  to  take  cognizance  of  this  intrigue  ; 
and  all  thofe,  who  were  found  to  have  had  a  hand 
in  it,  were  fined,  to  the  amount,  it  is  faid,  of  eigh- 
ty thoufand  gold  crowns.  During  this  profecuti- 
on,  the  province  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  was  eredted  into 
a  biilioprick. 

Father  Gonzalez,  having  been  obliged  to  de- 
fifl  from  his  attempt  to  reconnoitre  the  Uruguay 
from  its  fources  to  its  difcharge  into  the  Paraguay, 
applied  himfelf,  and  with  good  fuccefs,  to  the  ef- 
tablifhment  of  fome  reduction  on  the  banks  of 
that  part  of  it  which  he  had  difcovered  ;  and,  in 
the  year  1627,  undertook  to  furvey  the  province 
called  Tape^  fituated  between  that  of  Uruguay  and 
Brazil.  This  country  is,  properly  fpeaking,  a 
chain  of  mountains  running  two  hundred  leagues, 
from  within  eight  days  journey  of  the  Uruguay  to 
within  fifteen  leagues  of  the  fea  of  Brazil.  Thefe 
mountains  are  divided  by  feveral  vallies  fit  for  pas- 
ture and  every  kind  of  grain,  and  interfered  by 
numerous  flreams  of  excellent  water. 

The  commonefl  bird  in  this  country  is  a  very 
pretty  white  one  called  Guirape^  which  fignifies 
ringing  bird,  being  remarkable  for  its  note,  which  is 
extremely  loud,  and  very  like  the  found  of  a  bell 
-   Vol.  I.  Z  Among 
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Among  the  trees  found  in  the  forefls,  there  is  a  kind 
of  palm  tree  fcarce  bigger  than  the  Indian  rufh^ 
whofe  bark  yields  a  thread  equal  in  finenefs  to  the 
befl  filk.     The  Indians  make  bow-firings  of  it. 
There  are  other  palm  trees  here,  near  the  fources 
of  the  river  called  Igai,  fix  fcore  feet  high,  which 
differ  from  the  generality  of  the  trees,  of  the  fame 
name,  in  this,  that,  as  they  grow,  they  produce 
tufts  of  branches  in  form  of  a  crown  ;    and  thefe 
branches  afterwards  fall  off  of  themfelves,  leaving 
knots  behind  them,  which  harden  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  one  would  take  them  for  bone  rather   than 
wood.     The  fruit  of  this  tree  is  little  inferior  to 
that  of  the  European  palm  tree  ;  and,  accordingly, 
the   inhabitants    live   chiefly    upon   it   for   feveral 
months  of  the  year. 

There  is  another  tree  here  flill  more  fmgular, 
but  it  is  found  too  in  other  countries.  It  is  called 
the  Efcapis.  They  pretend,  that  after  fun-rife  there 
falls  from^  it  a  very  plentiful  fhower,  while  all  the 
trees  about  it  are  perfectly  dry.  To  conclude, 
there  are  fome  tranfparent  pebbles  in  this  country^ 
which  in  Europe,  it  is  faid,  would  be  worth  mo- 
ney. 

But,  perhaps,    the  greateft  fingularity  of  the 
whole  country  is  an  amphibious  animal  pretty  com- 
mon, efpecially  in   all  the  marfhy  places  of  the 
eaffern  part  of  the  country,  that  refembles  a  fheep, 
vill  to  its  having  the  teeth  and  claws  of  a  tiger,  and 
furpalTiDg  that  animal  in   fiercenefs  and  cruelty. 
Accordingly,  it  never   appears  without  caufing  a 
general  conflernation  among  the  Indians,  who  have 
fcarce  any  method  of  avoiding  its  fury.     It  is  to 
no  purpofe  to  climb  up  a  tree,  when  thefe  terrible 
creatures  fally  out  of  their  marfhes,  which  they  ge- 
nerally do  in  large  numbers  ;    for  they  either  root 
up  the  tree,  in  which  they  find  any  one  has  taken 
fhelter,  or  remain  at  the  foot  of  it,  till  the  wretch- 
ed 
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ed  prifoners,  exhaufled  with  hunger,  tumble  down 
for  want  of  ftrength  to  fupport  themfelves.  When 
the  Indians  have  the  good  fortune  to  kill  any  of 
thefe  creatures,  they  make  of  its  flvin  a  coat,  called 
Ao  in  the  Guarani  language,  which  is  likewife  that 
of  Tape.  Perhaps  this  is  the  name  of  the  animal 
itfelf,  for  w^e  are  not  told  what  it  is. 

The  Indians  of  Tape  are  a  colony  of  the  Gua- 
ranis,  but  a  very  ancient  one,  and  the  leafl:  vicious 
of  any.  They  are  naturally  mild  ;  and  there  has 
not  been  difcovered,  in  all  South  America,  a  people 
bettter  diipofed  to  receive  the  light  of  the  gofpel, 
or  more  conftant  and  zealous  after  receiving  it. 
The  love  of  liberty  had  infpired  them  with  a  great 
averfion  to  Grangers,  and  they  were  too  well  in- 
trenched in  their  mountains  to  be  reduced  by  force. 
The  apoilles  of  Paraguay,  however,  met  with  no 
other  difficulty  in  gaining  them  over  to  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  than  that  of  getting  to  them  to  preach 
it.  Accordingly,  the  Tapes,  for  a  long-time  pad, 
have  made  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  the  reductions 
of  the  Uruguay,  that  their  name  is  often  given,  in- 
differently, to  all  the  chriflians  that  compofe  thefe 
eflablifhments. 

But,  how  well  foever  the  Tapes  were  difpofed  to 
liften  to  father  Gonzalez,  he  could  fpend  no  more 
time  among  them  than  what  was  requifite  to  recon- 
noitre their  country  ;  and  this  preciptitate  return,  it 
is  probable,  was  occafioned  by  fome  fudden  call  for 
his  alfiftance  in  the  reductions  already  eftablifhed. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  thefe  reductions  were  attacked,  the 
year  following,  by  a  great  number  of  infidels  headed 
by  an  apoflate  cacique,  and  father  Gonzalez  and 
anotherjefuit  glorioufly  loft  their  lives,  with  two  other 
jefuits,  rather  than  abandon  their  flocks  in  this 
emergency.  A  third  jefuit  was  foon  after  furpri- 
zed  by  another  apoftate  cacique  ;    and,  after*  vari- 
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ous  torments,  fhoned  to  death.  But  thefe  unpro- 
voked infults  were  foon  revenged.  The  new 
chrillians,  reinforced  by  a  troop  of  Spanifh  horfe 
raifed  at  the  expence  of  a  Portuguefe  gentleman  ; 
a  confiderable  party  of  Guarani  Indians  raifed  by 
father  Bbroa  another  jefuit,  fettled  at  St.  John  of 
Corrientes ;  and  four  hundred  Indians  of  thofe  under 
the  conduct  of  fome  fathers  of  St.  Francis,  (the 
city  of  the  AlTumprion  having  refufed  to  give 
any  afiiflance  for  the  purpofe)  attacked  the  infi- 
dels in  their  turn  ;  killed  great  numbers  of  them  ; 
made  a  great  many  prifoners ;  and  difperfed  the 
reft  beyond  a  polfibility  of  rallying  to  give  any 
further  uneafmefs.  Their  next  care  was  to  reco- 
ver the  precious  remains  of  the  deceafed  martyrs, 
which  were  tranflated  to  the  AlTumption,  and 
there  interred  with  all  the  marks  of  honour  due  to 
fuch  ftrenuous  alTertors  of  the  rights  of  mankind, 
and  zealous  preachers  of  the  gofpel. 

The  peace  procured  by  this  victory  was  foon 
troubled  by  a  more  formidable  enemy.  The  year 
follov/ing,  the  Mamelus  made  an  irruption  into  the 
Guayra.  The  firfl  redudlion  that  felt  their  fury 
was  that  of  the  Incarnation.  Moll  of  the  profe- 
lytes  that  compofed  it  difperfed  time  enough  to 
fave  themfelves  ;  but  a  great  number  of  Neophytes, 
employed  at  a  diflance  in  country  labours,  were 
carried  off;  fo  that  there  fcarce  remained  any  hopes 
of  hindering  this  town  from  being  entirely  deftroy- 
ed,  when  father  Montayo  pofted  to  it,  and  by  his 
prefence  and  his  difcourfe  put,  in  fome  meafure,  a 
ftop  to  the  confternation  diat  had  feized  the 
remaining  inhabitants,  whom  he  exhorted  to 
take  up  arms,  in  order  to  refcue  their  captive  bre- 
thren ;  but  he  thought  proper,  that  the  fathers 
Mendoza  and  Domenecchi,  their  paflors,  (hould 
iirfl   go  wijth   fome  of  the  principal  men  among 
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them,  and  fee  what  they  could  obtain  from  thefe 
banditti  by  fair  means. 

They,  therefore,  immediately  fet  out  ;  but  they 
no  fooner  appeared  in  fight  of  the  camp,  than  they 
were  faluted  by  a  fliower  of  arrows  and  mufket 
balls,  by  which  father  Mendoza  was  flightly 
wounded,  and  one  of  the  Neophytes  killed.  He 
made  up,  however,  with  his  companion,  to  the 
Mamelus,  who  were  fo  flunned  at  his  refolution, 
that,  few  endeavouring  to  ftop  them,  they  at  lafl  pe- 
netrated to  the  commander  of  the  gang.  They  lold 
him,  that,  unlefs  he  confented  to  releafe  the  pri- 
foners  he  had  taken,  and  retire  without  doing  any 
further  mifchief,  he  mufl  exped  to  fee  all  the  In- 
dians of  the  reductions  upon  his  hands  ;  and  then 
finding  him  unwilling  to  part  with  his  prey,  went 
themfeives  and  aiTembled  the  poor  creatures,  and 
carried  them  off  unmolefbed,  the  whole  camp  ap- 
pearing thunder  fir  uck,  in  a  manner,  at  fo  undaunted 
a  proceeding. 

This  unexpected  fuccefs  encouraged  father 
Montayo  to  pay  the  Mamelus  a.  vifit  in  his  turn  ; 
and  he  threatened  them  with  the  anger  of  heaven, 
and  the  indignation  of  hiscatholick  majefly,  their  fo- 
vereign,  Portugal  and  all  the  Portuguefe  domini- 
ons being  fubjedt  to  Spain.  But  he  fpoke  to  men, 
that  feared  neither  God  nor  king  ;  and  all  the 
fatisfadtion  he  could  obtain,  was  to  hear  orders  im- 
mediately given  to  attack  the  redui^liion.  This, 
however,  was  but  a  mere  bravado  ;  for  the  Ma- 
melus foon  turned  another  way,  giving  out,  that 
they  had  no  defign  but  upon  the  wild  Indians. 
Though  father  Montayo  judged  that  little  flrefs 
was  to  be  laid  upon  this  report,  yet  finding  that 
it  contributed  greatly  to  quiet'  the  Neophytes,  he 
feemed  to  give  credit  to  it.  The  Mamelus,  how- 
ever, did  not  appear  again  for  a  long  time,  and  the 
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miilionarles  made  the  befb  ufe  of  this  calm,  to 
llrengthen  and  -extend  their  fpiritual  conqiiefls. 
Among  other  new  reductions,  one  was  formed 
upon  an  eminence,  which  the  natives  call  the  ce- 
metry  of  Pay  Ziimo^  becaufe,  according  to  the  an- 
cient tradition  already  taken  notice  of,  St.  Thomas 
had  interred  there  a  great  number  of  chrifhians  ; 
for  which  reafon  this  new  redu(^l:ion  was  called 
by  the  name  of  that  holy  apofhle. 

^  By  this  time,    the  number  of  reductions 

^^*  in  the  provinces  of  Guayra  and  Uruguay, 
and  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana,  amounted  to 
twenty-one  ;  but  many  of  them  were  as  yet  in  a 
ftate  of  infancy,  and  fome  even  but  jufl  traced  out. 
The  chriflians  of  moft  were  as  yet  but  novices  in 
the  faith  ;  and  the  number  of  the  profelytes  ex- 
ceeded greatly  that  of  the  Neophytf^s.  All,  indeed, 
had  renounced  their  grolTer  vices  ;  but  the  force 
of  education  and  cuftom  made  them  from  time  to 
time  relapfe  into  practices,  that  kept  their  paftors 
perpetually  in  alarm.  In  fhort,  though  there  was 
not  a  fingle  redu6lion  among  them,  that  did  not, 
now  and  then,  produce  examples  of  the  mofl  heroic 
virtue,  none,  except  fome  of  the  mofl  ancient,  had 
acquired  confiflency  enough  to  banifh  all  appre- 
henfions  from  the  breafls  of  thofe  who  governed 
them.  One  of  the  greateft  obftacles  thefe  fathers 
had  to  contend  with,  after  they  had  brought  thefe 
Indians  together,  was  the  afcendancy  their  pre- 
tended conjurers  had  gained  over  them.  For 
thefe  impofhors,  however  ignorant,  had  often 
art  enough  to  inveigle  many,  who  were 
otherwife  very  well  afFeCled  to  the  chrillian  reli- 
gion. 

^^^  '  In  the  year  1630,  Don  Lewis  de  Cefpe- 
^  ^  '  dez  put  into  a  port  of  Brazil,  in  order  to 
repair  from  thence  by  land  to  tlie  capital  of  Para- 
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giiay,  of  which  he  had  been  lately  appointed  go- 
vernor. This  route  had  been  expreisly  forbid,  for 
fome  years  pafb,  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  even 
to  the  fupreme  magifhrates,  left  the  Spaniards 
fhould  commit,  on  their  journey,  any  diibrders  that 
might  fcandalize  the  Neopiiytes ;  but  Don  Lewis 
pretended  to  have  a  Ipecial  licence  for  taking  this 
road.  It  is,  befides,  certain,  that  the  governors  may, 
as  often  as  they  think  proper,  vifit  the  redudtions 
within  their  province ;  but,  on  fuch  occafions,  they 
are  very  cautious  whom  they  chufe  to  wait  upon 
them.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  new  governor  hap- 
pened to  be  at  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue  at  a  time, 
that  nine  hundred  Mamelus  and  two  thoufand  In- 
dians were  preparing  to  break  into  the  province  of 
Guayra,  under  the  condudl  of  Anthony  Rafpofo, 
one  of  their  moft  famous  commanders.  The  go- 
vernor, after,  travelling  by  land  a  little  further,  em- 
barked on  a  river,  which  brought  him  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  Loretto,  where  he  made  fome  flay ;  and 
father  Montayo  caufed  the  greateft  honours  to  be 
paid  to  him. 

Don  Lewis  repaid  thefe  expreffions  of  duty 
with  very  harfh  language,  which  the  millionaries 
received  with  great  modelly,  and  without  making 
the  lead  reply.  The  governor,  however,  could  not 
refufe  his  admiration  to  the  order  that  reigned  in 
this  town ;  though,  on  father  Montayo's  applying 
to  him  for  alTiftance  againft  the  Mamelus,  whom 
he  heard  were  already  on  their  march,  and  had  rea- 
fon  to  think  would  pay  him  a  vifit,  he  told  him  he 
could  not  give  him  any. 

Soon  after  father  Mola,  paftor  of  St.  Anthony, 
having  refufed  to  reftore  to  thefe  banditti,  a  cacique 
that  had  made  his  efcape  from  them,  and  taken 
refuge  in  that  redudion,  alledging,  that,  as  the  man 
was  born  free,  and,  befides,  under  the  king's  pro- 
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te(5lion,  that  he  could  not,  in  honour  or  juflice, 
deliver  him  up,  they  immediately  fell  upon  his  In- 
dians ;  put  to  the  fword  all  thofe  who  attempted  to 
make  any  refiltance ;  butchered,  even  at  the  foot 
of  the  altar,  fuch  as  lied  there  for  refuge ;  loaded 
the  principal  men  with  chains;  and  plundered  the 
church.  Some  of  them  having  entered  the  m.if- 
fionary's  houfe,  in  hopes  of  finding  a  confiderable 
booty  there  ;  on  meeting  with  nothing  but  a  thread- 
bare foutane,  and  a  few  tattered  fturts,  fhewed 
them  to  the  Indians,  telling  them,  they  muft  be 
very  foolifh  to  take  for  mailers,  llrangers  who 
came  into  their  country,  merely  becaufe  they  had 
not  wherewith  to  live  in  their  own  ;  that  they  would 
be  much  happier  in  Brazil,  where  they  would  want 
for  nothing,  and  would  not  be  obliged  to  maintain 
their  paftors. 

These,  no  doubt,  w^ere  fine  fpceches  to  be  made 
to  people  loaded  with  chains,  and  whofe  relations 
.  and  countrymen  had  been  but  that  infcant  butch- 
ered under  their  eyes.  Accordingly,  thofe,  who 
fpoke  in  this  manner,  foon  perceived,  that  their 
promifes  v/ere  received  with  the  contempt  they  de- 
fcrved  ;  and,  thereupon,  continued  their  violences. 
Father  Mola  in  vain  threw  himfelf  at  the  com- 
mander's feet;  reprefented  to  him  the  innocence 
and  fimplicity  of  thefe  poor  Indians;  conjured 
him  by  all  that  was  moil  facred,  to  fet  bounds  to 
the  fury  of  the  foldiers ;  and,  at  lafl,  threatened 
him  with  the  indignation  of  heaven.  He  had 
often  diiarmed  the  moft  cruel  canibals  by  his  tears 
and  his  entreaties,  but  now  found  that  it  is  much 
harder  to  make  an  imprellion  on  chriflians,  who 
have  once  iliut  their  eyes  againfh  the  laws  of  God 
and  man,  than  on  barbarians  and  infidels.  Hav- 
ing told  thefe  favages,  that,  after  fo  many  cruel- 
ties and  profanations,  there  was  fcarce  any  room 
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left  to  hope  for  their  falvation,  they  anfwered  him, 
that  it  was  enough  to  be  baptized  to  gain  admit- 
tance into  heaven  ;  and  that  they  would  make  their 
way  into  it,  though  God  himfelf  fhould  oppofc  their 
entrance. 

After  the  departure  of  thefe  mifcreants,  fome 
of  the  prifoners  they  had  taken  found  means  to 
make  their  efcape,  and  returned  to  join  father 
Mola,  and  fuch  of  their  brethren,  as  had  time  to 
lake  refuge  in  the  woods.  The  father,  they  found 
amidfb  the  ruins  of  his  redudion ;  funk  in  the 
deepefl  forrow.  However,  he  rouzed  himfelf  at 
the  fight  of  them,  and  perfuaded  them  to  retire, 
along  with  him  to  the  redudlion  of  the  Incarnaiion. 
But,  after  efcaping  the  fury  of  the  Mamelus,  he 
was  on  the  point  of  perifhing  by  the  hands  of  thofe 
for  whofe  fake  he  had  expofed  himfelf  to  it.  Seve- 
ral of  the  Indians  took  it  into  their  heads,  that  he 
might  have  had  a  private  underftanding  with  thefe 
wretches;  and  having  communicated  their  fenti- 
ments  to  others,  they  were  about  proceeding 
to  extremities,  when  his  mildnefs,  and  his  argu- 
ments to  prove  how  ill  grounded  their  fufpicions 
were,  and  the  unfhaken  fidelity  of  the  reft,  who 
had  not  given  into  this  error,  luckily  difarmed 
them.  But,  if  he  efcaped  this  danger,  it  was 
only  to  fall  into  a  much  greater.  A  large  body 
of  idolatrous  Indians,  who  knew  nothing  of  the 
misfortune  befallen  the  redudtion  of  St.  Anthony, 
happening  to  come  there  the  day  following,  and 
not  meeting  with  any  thing  but  heaps  of  rub- 
bifh  and  dead  bodies,  immediately  concluded,  that 
he  v/as  the  author  of  all  the  mifchief;  fet  out  in 
the  tracks  of  him  and  his  company,  in  order  to 
facrifice  him  to  their  revenge  ;  and  miffed  him  but 
by  a  few  hours. 

The  redu(^ion  of  St.  Michael  lay  much  nearer 
to  St.  Anthony's,    than  that  of  the  Incarnation  j 
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but,  for  that  very  reafon,  father  Mola  did  not  think 
proper  to  retreat  to  it,  as  moil  expofed  to  the  ene- 
my ;  and  the  fame  confideration  induced  the  fa- 
thers Mendoza  and  ManfiUa,  who  were  flationed 
there,  to  advife  their  Neophytes,  the  moment  they 
heard  of  what  had  happened  at  St.  Anthony's,  to 
withdraw  to  the  Incanation  ^  which,  they  reprefented 
to  them,  the  Mamelus  would  not  venture  to  attack, 
when  they  heard  that  fo  many  men  were  aflembled 
there,  all  upon  their  guard,  and  prepared  to  give 
them  a  warm  reception.      Several  approved  this 
meafure  ;  and  father  Manfilla,  for  fear  they  fhould 
change  their  opinion,  immediately  condudled  them 
there.     He  then  returned  to  St.  Michael ;  and,  as 
he  could  not  prevail  on  the  Indians  he  had  left  be- 
hind him,  to  follow  their  townfmen,  he  perfuaded 
them  to  take  fhelter  in  the  woods.     As  to  him  and 
his  colleague,  they  remained  in  the  redutlion  with 
two  young  chriftians,  to  fee  the  en^  of  this  florm, 
though  in  no  fmall  danger  from  their  own  flock.  The 
;  fufpicions  firfl  formed  againfb  father  Mola  had,  by 
this  time,  it  feems,  gained  feveral  redudlions.     And 
it  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  Mamelus  had  in- 
ftilled  them,  fmce  they  were  known,  for  certain,  to 
have  put  the  fame  ftratagem  in  practice  on  many 
other  occafions,  in  order  to  incenfe  the  Indians  a- 
gainfb  their  moft  zealous  defenders.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
a  detachment  was  immediately  fent  from  the  Incar- 
nation to  St.  Michael,  to  withdraw  fuch  of  the  in- 
habitants as  might  have  returned  there  from  the 
woods  ;  but  it  was  unfortunately  intercepted  by  a 
confiderable  body  of  Mamelus,  who  threw  every 
man  of  thofe  that  compofed  it,  into  chains,  and 
then  marched  to  St.  Michael,  which  they  reduced 
to  a  heap  of  rubbifh. .    On   this   occafion  father 
Mendoza  was  wounded  with  an  arrow.     The  alarm 
now  became  general  all  over  the  province  of  Gua- 
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aray.  However,  as  the  redudion  of  Jefus-Maria, 
where  Guiravara,  a  powerful  cacique,  and  formerly 
a  cruel  enemy  of  the  chriflians,  had  remained  fince 
his  converfion,  was  very  populous,  the  Neophytes 
flattered  themfelves,  that  the  Mamelus  would  not 
attack  it ;  and  flocked  to  it,  from  all  quarters,  as  to  a 
fecure  afylum.  But  in  this  they  greatly  deceived 
themfelves,  for  want  of  knowing,  that  a  fecond 
body  of  thefe  banditti  had  taken  the  field.  Em- 
manuel Morato,  who  commanded  this  body,  ap- 
proached Jefus-Maria  fo  fecretly,  that  the  Neo- 
phytes there  heard  nothing  of  him  till  he  was  on  the 
point  of  attacking  it ;  and,  even  then,  knew  fo  little 
of  him  and  his  intentions,  that  they  fent  to  him 
to  know  whether  he  came  as  a  friend  or  an  enemy. 

Morato  made  no  anfwer  to  this  meflao-e  but 
by  loading  with  chains,  thofe  who  brought 
it^  Upon  this,  father  Maceta,  paflor  of  this  re- 
dudlion,  imagining  that  the  commander  would  ref- 
pedt  his  charadler  as  a  prieft,  though  he  paid  no 
regard  to  his  perfon,  went  out  to  meet  him  in  his 
facerdotal  habits,  with  a  crucifix  carried  before 
him.  But  this  religious  appearance,  which,  in 
the  main,  was  not,  perhaps,  altogether  fo  feafon- 
able,  ferved  only  to  bring  affronts  upon  him. 

An  Indian  cacique  who  accompanied  him  paid 
dearer  for  his  courage  ;  for,  on  his  telling  Morato, 
how  much  he  was  fcandalized  at  this  behaviour  of 
chriflians  to  a  prieft,  he  was  fired  at  by  a  Mame- 
lus, and  fell  dead  at  tl^  miflionaries  feet  ;  and  the 
father  had  like  to  have  fhared  the  fame  fate,  on 
reproaching  the  brute  who  had  fired  the  fhot  with 
his  wanton  cruelty. 

At  laft,  the  enemy  entered  the  redudion  with- 
out any  further  oppofition  ;  and  foon  reduced  it  to 
the  fame  condition,  in  which  their  fellow  robbers 
had  left   thofe   of  St.  Anthony  and  St.   Michael. 

Many 
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Many  of  them  attempted  to  offer  violence  to  fome 
chriflian  virgins,  as  chofe  to  be  butchered  rather 
than  yield  to  their  brutal  palTion.  Such  of  the  In- 
dians, who  had  not  faved  themfelves  by  an  early 
flight,  were  killed,  or  loaded  with  chains  ;  and 
Guiravara  and  his  wife  happened  to  be  of  the  num- 
ber. The  paflors  of  two  other  redudions  had  fet 
out,  in  the  mean  time,  with  the  Neophytes  under 
their  care,  to  the  afliftance  of  their  diftrefled  bre- 
thren ;  but  they  arrived  too  late  to  do  any  thing 
but  purfue  the  Mamelus,  now  retiring  with  their 
captives,  and  refcue  from  them  fome  of  thefe  un- 
happy creatures,  who  were  brought  to  the  Incar- 
nation, where  it  was  refolved,  that  the  fathers  Ma- 
ceta  and  Manfilla  fhould  follow  the  enemy  to  Bra- 
zil, in  order  to  complain,  to  the  captain-general  of 
that  kingdom,  of  the  hoftilities  committed  by  the 
fubjeds  of  his  government,  in  a  country  belong- 
ing to  the  catholick  king  his  fovereign. 

These  fathers,  accordingly,  fet  out  the  fame 
day,  and  foon  came  up  with  the  Mamelus.  At 
the  fight  of  their  Neophytes,  chained  together  like 
galley-flaves,  father  Maceta  could  no  longer  con- 
tain his  zeal  and  tender nefs.  He  ran  up  to  em- 
brace them,  in  fpite  of  the  cock'd  mulkets  with 
which  he  was  threatened,  and  vollies  of  blows 
poured  upon  him  at  every  ftep.  At  laft,  raifing 
his  voice,  he  befeeched  the  commander  to  reflore 
to  him  his  dear  children,  whom  he  had  engendered 
in  Jefus  Chrifb,  or  admit  him  to  carry  the  fame 
chain  with  them.  But  his  entreaties  ferved  only 
to  procure  him  the  treatment  due  to  a  fool  and  a 
madman.  One  of  the  officers,  however,  confented 
to  let  him  have  ibme  of  the  prifoners,  who  had 
fallen  to  his  fhare,  on  the  father's  promifing  him  a 
ranfom  for  them. 

Encouraged  by  this  dawn  of  fuccefs,  the  father 
turned  another  way  -,  and,  putting  about  his  neck  a 

chain. 
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chain,  to  which  feveral  Neophytes,  and,  among 
the  reft,  Guiravara  and  his  fpoufe  were  faftened,  he 
declared  he  would  not  part  with  it,  till  he  obtained 
their  liberty  ;  and,  addreiling  himfelf  to  the  cacique, 
who  before  baptilm  had  ufed  father  Maceta  very 
cruelly,  kilTing  his  chain,  he  told  him,  that  he  was 
overjoyed  to  be  able  to  lliew  him  on  this  occafion, 
that  he  harboured  no  refentment  of  his  ill  ufage,  and 
allured  him,  that  he  would  expofe  himfelf  to  every 
danger,  in  order  to  procure  him  his  liberty.  So 
many  objedts,  capable  of  melting  the  hardeft  hearts, 
might,  one  would  imagine,  make  an  immediate 
imprellion  on  the  officer,  to  whom  thefe  captives 
belonged ;  but  they  for  fome  time  ferved  only  to  ir- 
ritate him,  and  the  millionary  was  more  than  once 
in  danger  of  having  his  brains  blown  out  on  his  re- 
fufmg  to  retire.  His  conftancy,  however,  got  the 
better,  at  laft,  of  the  cruelty  of  this  officer,  who 
gave  him  up  Guiravara,  his  wife,  and  fix  other  pri- 
foners,  whom  the  father  immediately  fent  to  the 
Incarnation  under  an  efcort. 

Father  Maceta  then  returned  to  father  Man- 
fiUa ;  and  both,  accompanied  only  by  three  Indians, 
continued  to  follow  their  prifoners  at  fome  diftance, 
without  any  thing  to  live  upon,  but  fuch  wild  fruits 
as  they  could  gather  in  the  woods,  or  making 
any  ftop  but  what  was  necefTary  to  affift  thofe, 
whom  their  conductors  abandoned,  when  they 
could  drag  them  no  further.  Thefe  were  fick  women, 
and  perfons  advanced  in  years,  who  in  vain  claim- 
ed the  rights  of  nature,  and  the  fervice  of  their 
hufbands  and  children ;  and  were  all  fo  worn  down, 
that  many  of  them,  it  is  probable,  who,  more  dead 
than  alive,  made  a  fhift  to  crawl  into  the  woods 
to  look  for  fomething  to  fupport  nature,  perifhed 
there  by  wild  beafts.  The  two  miffionaries  bap- 
tized the  catechumens,  and  confeffed  the  chrifti- 
ans  ;   and  comforted  them  all,   by  placing  before 

their 
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their  eyes  the  celeflial  rewards,  with  which  their 
patience  and  refignation  would  be  fpeedily  recom- 
penfed. 

In  this  manner  the  flithers  travelled  till  they 
reached  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  where,  though 
the  jefuits  had  Hill  a  college,  they  found  it  im- 
pollible  to  make  them  flay  ever  fo  n:iort  a  time 
to  recruit  their  forces  exhaufhed  by  fo  many  days 
conftant  failing  and  fatigue  ;  for  as  they  imme- 
diately faw,  that  they  could  expedl  no  redrefs 
from  the  magiflrates  there,  who  enjoyed  but  a  mere 
Ihadow  of  authority,  they  made  what  hafte  they 
could  to  Rio  Janeiro.  As  foon  as  they  arrived 
there,  they  prefented  two  petitions  to  the  fo- 
vereign  council,  to  obtain  the  enlargement  of 
their  Neophytes,  and  a  fafeguard  againft  any 
future  attacks  upon  their  properties  and  perfons. 
But  all  the  anfwer  they  could  obtain  was,  that 
the  captain  general  of  Brazil  could  alone  grant 
their  requefh^  upon  which  they  fet  out  for  the 
bay  of  All-Saints. 

Don  Diego  Lewis  Oliveyra,  governor  and  cap- 
tain general  of  this  kingdom,  received  them  very 
kindly ;  acknowledged  the  juftice  of  their  demands ; 
and  appointed  a  commiiTary  to  repair  with  them  to 
St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  in  order  to  fee  ample  and 
immediate  fatisfadion  done  them ;  but,  as  Don 
Diego  feemed  to  have  no  thoughts  of  giving  this 
commiffary  a  fufficient  force  to  exacfl  obedience  to 
his  commands,  the  miilionaries  conjedtured,  that 
he  named  him  merely  for  form  fake.  Don  Oli- 
veyra had  two  reafons  for  not  going  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  lengths  he  otherv/ife  would  have  done. 
The  firil  was,  that  the  Dutch,  already  mafhers 
of  the  coaft  of  Fernambuc,  threatened  to  over-run 
Brazil,  and  all  his  forces  were  little  enough  to 
make  head  againft  them  ;  the  other,  that  the  fif- 
teen thoufand   captives,    whom  the  Mamelus  had 

carried 
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carried  off  with  them  from  the  province  of  Guayra* 
having  been  already  fold  in  the  different  ports  of 
Brazil,  and  many  of  them  to  perfons  in  office, 
he  was  afraid  of  difobliging  fome  powerful  families, 
by  ordering  them  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  efpecially 
at  a  time,  when  he  thought  himfelf  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  maintaining  a  good  intelligence  with  all  the 
inhabitants. 

These  reafons,  after  all,  were  by  many  perfons 
judged  infufficient  to  juftify  Oliveyra's  pallivenefs 
in  a.  conjuncture,  where  the  honour  of  the  Portu- 
gueze  nation,  and  the  interefh  of  religion,  were 
equally  concerned  ;  and  feveral  have  fince  attri- 
buted the  fuccefs  of  the  Dutch,  in  Brazil,  to 
the  countenance  afforded  to  the  Mamelus;  the 
avarice  of  thofe,  who  made  a  hand  of  the 
depopulation  of  the  churches  of  Paraguay;  and 
the  cruelty,  with  which  fo  many  thoufand  chrifti- 
ans,  carried  off  into  flavery,  were  treated  ;  in  fo 
much  that  numbers  of  them  perirtied  merely 
through  want,  excefs  of  labour,  and  ill  ufage.  On 
this  occafion,  a  Portuguefe  gentleman,  called  Jerom 
Vega,  advifed  father  Maceta  to  wait,  in  perfon,  on 
his  catholic  majefly  with  an  account  of  thefe  enor- 
mities, and  even  offered  to  fupply  him  with  money 
for  the  voyage  ;  but  the  mifiionary,  having  received 
certain  intelligence  of  the  Mamelus  preparing  to 
make  a  fecond  irruption  into  the  province  of  Gu- 
ayra,  thought  proper  to  return,  with  his  com- 
panion to  their  churches.  In  their  way  to  Rio  Ja- 
neiro, they  had  the  good  fortune  to  recover  twelve 
of  their  Neophytes  -,  but,  on  their  arrival  at  St. 
Paul,  they  faw  themfelves  fhut  up  in  a  kind  of 
prifon. 

The  commiffary  of  the  captain  general,  who 
had  ftaid  behind  them  at  the  bay  of  All-Saints,  ar- 
rived foon  after  ;  but  had  fcarce  entered  upon  the 
execution  of  his  office,  when  a  formal  declaration 

made 
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made  by  the  inhabitants,  that  they  would  fuflfer 
themfelves  to  be  unbaptized,  rather  than  permit 
him  to  proceed  any  further,  and  an  attempt  made 
upon  his  life,  determined  him  to  Hip  away  as  loon 
as  he  conld  from  fo  iawlefs  a  crew  of  banditti. 
On  his  departure,  however,  the  two  jefuits,  whom 
the  reClor  of  the  college  had  reclaimed,  were  re- 
leafed  ;  and  immediately  fet  out  for  their  millions, 
where  they  liad  the  further  mortification  of  finding 
numbers  of  their  Neophytes  miore  perfuaded  than 
ever,  that  they  had  afiembled  them  merely  to 
betray  them  into  the  hands  of  their  moil  cruel 
enemies. 

It  was  to  no  purpofe  thefe  fathers  put  them  in 
mind  of  the  great  trouble  and  expence,  fatigue 
and  danger,  they  had  undergone,  to  preferve 
them  from  the  fury,  or  deliver  them  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Portugueze  of  Brazil ;  it  was  .in  vain 
they  afked  them,  what  intereft  their  paftors  could 
have  in  betraying  them  into  the  hands  of  ftrangers, 
from  wfem  they  had  nothing  to  exped.  Defpair 
had  rendered  them  deaf  to  all  thefe  arguments. 
Many  of  them  were  on  the  point  of  revolting  open- 
ly, and  even  retaliating,  on  their  paflors,  the  ill 
ufage  they  had  received  from  their  enemies,  when 
Guiravara  took  publickly  their  defence,  though  he 
already  began  to  grow  cool  in  the  chriflian  faith, 
which,  it  is  faid,  he  foon  after  entirely  renounced. 
He  could  not  hear  what  was  alledged  againfh  the 
milTionaries,  without  treating  it  as  the  blacked  ca- 
lumny. He,  even,  went  from  reducftion  to  reduc- 
tion, in  order  to  publifh  his  obligations  to  father 
Maceta,  who  had  expofed  himfelf  to  every  thing, 
in  order  to  refcue  him  from  flavery  ;  adding, 
that  it  was  neither  this  father's  fault,  nor  that  ot 
father  Manfilla,  if  all  the  captives  had  not  recovered 
their  liberty. 

1630-31, 
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^  About  this  time,  the  ruperiors  of  the 

^        ""^^*  jefuits  were  obliged  to  withdraw  the  two 
miiiionaries  they  had  llationed  in  the  valley  of  Cai- 
chaqui.   and  who,    though  they  fcarce  made  any 
converlions,  were  of  great  fervice  in  preventing  the 
Spaniards  from  attacking  its  inhabitants,  and  there- 
by bringing  upon  themfelves  an  enemy  they  v/ere 
fcldom  able  to  cope  with.     Accordingly,  thefe  fa- 
thers no  fooner  difappeared,    than  the  Spaniards 
fell  upon  them  without  any  provocation  ;  as  though 
the  poor  natives,  on  ceafmg  to  be  their  enemies, 
v/ere  obliged  to  become  their  flaves.     But  thefe 
violators  of  the  rights  of  mankind  foon  received 
the  retribution  due  to  fuch  wickednefs.     At  firfh 
indeed,  they  defeated  a  body  of  Calchaquis,    rein- 
forced by  a  confiderable  number  of  Indians  under 
command,  who,  after  killing  their  mailers,  had  ta- 
ken refuge  among  them ;  but  they  were  afterwards 
v/orfhed  in  their  turn.     A  new  citadel  built  to  awe 
thefe  Indians,  and  the  town  of  London,  v/ere  taken 
and  defbroyed  by   them  ;    the  neighbourhood  of 
Salta  plundered  ;  and  the  province  of  Tucuman 
laid  open  to  the  incurfions  of  an  enemy  who,  for 
ten  years  together,  kept  it  in  continual  alarms. 

The  jefuits  flattered  themfelves,  that  they  fhouid 
fpeedily  be  indemnified  for  the  obflacle,  which 
the  Spaniards  had  by  this  war  fo  wantonly  raifed 
to  the  introducing  of  the  gofpel  elfewhere.  In 
the  vafl  for  efts  that  lie  between  the  Parana  and 
the  Uruguay,  fome  of  thefe  miflionaries  had  lately 
difcovered  a  fmall  nation  called  Caaiguas,  that  is  to 
fay  inhabitants,  of  the  forefts.  The  Caaiguas  have 
no  fixed  habitation,  but  are  conftantly  roving  up 
and  down  in  fmall  parties.  They  build  little  llight 
huts,  covered  with  branches,  in  the  places  where 
they  make  any  ftay  ;  but  they  never  lay  up  any 
provifions,  depending  entirely  on  their  arrows, 
with  v/hich  they  kill,  indifferently,  both  water  and 
Vol.  I.  A  a  land 
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land  game.  When  this  relburce  fails  them,  they 
devour  worms,  pifmires,  vipers,  and  fuch  other 
reptiles^  with  which  the  country^abounds.  They 
jikewife  eat  tigers,  when  they  can  kill  any ;  and 
monkeys,  whom  they  purfue  to  the  tops  of  the  high- 
eft  trees,  which  they  climb  as  nimbly  as  the  mon- 
keys themfelves.  But  they  often  lofe  their  pains, 
for  the  monkeys,  when  the  Indians  think  they^have 
made  fure  of  them,  leap  from  one  tree  to  another  ; 
and  that,  too,  loaded  with  their  young  ones.  Their 
befl  food  is  the  flefh  of  an  animal,  probably  the  fame 
with  the  Anta  already  defcribed.  They  make  nothing 
of  grappling  thefe  animals  and  wreflling  with  them, 
till  they  have  thrown  them  down,  when  they  knock 
out  their  brains.  They  likewife  make  great  ufe 
of  wild  honey,  with  which  they  make  a  kind  of 
hydromel,  of  fo  hot  a  nature,  that  it  is  faid  to  make 
them  infenfible  to  the  greatefh  cold.  The  reafon 
given  for  this  nation  being  fo  thin,  is  that  the 
tigers  devour  numbers  of  their  women  and  children. 
As  to  the  perlbns  of  the  Caaiguas,  they  are,  in 
general,  hump-backed,  and  bow-necked.  Some 
of  them,  however,  are  tolerably  well  made  j  and 
their  women  fcarce  yield  in  whitenefs  to  the  fpa- 
nifh,  which  is,  no  doubt,  owing  to  their  refiding  con- 
flantly  in  the  thickefl  parts  of  their  forefts.  The 
men  wear  nothing  but  a  few  fcraps  of  fkins,  which 
fcarce  hide  any  thing.  The  women  make  ufe  of 
a  kind  of  apron  made  in  form  of  a  net,  with 
nettle  thread,  that  reaches  from  the  waifl  to  the 
knees.  It  is  afTured,  that  the  fkins  of  thefe  Indians 
harden  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  pafs  unhurt, 
like  ferpents,  through  the  moll  thorny  bufhes. 
Their  language  is  very  hard  to  learn,  and  their 
pronunciation  very  harlh  and  difagreeable.  It  is 
a  kind  of  hifling,  fo  little  articulate,  that  one 
would  imagine  their  words  did  nothing  but  roll 
1%  their  throats.  :/ 

These 
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These  Indians,  after  all,  are  very  peaceable, 
though  Co  wild,  that  the  Spaniards  have  never 
been  able  to  civilize  one  of  them.  All  thofe,  who 
fell  into  their  hands,  fuffered  themfelves  to  iftarve, 
rather  than  take  any  nourilliment ;  and,  while  they 
lived,  did  nothing  but  foam  like  madmen,  and 
bite  the  chains  they  were  bound  with.  Even  the 
milTionaries,  who  found  means  to  draw  fome .  of 
them  into  the  reductions,  could  not,  with  all  their 
care  and  attention,  keep  them  alive  for  any  time. 
The  minute  they  faw  themfelves  cooped  up  in  a 
town,  they  fell  into  a  melancholy,  which  foon 
turned  to  a  confumption.  In  this  fad  condition, 
however,  good  ufage  rendered  them  docile,  and  the 
miilionaries  improved  the  happy  change  to  give 
them  all  the  inflrudlion  they  were  capable  of  re- 
ceiving, and  then  baptize  them.  But  none  of 
them  furvived  this  ceremony  for  any  long  time.  As 
to  founding  redudtions  in  their  forefbs,  it  wasjudg- 
ed  impra(fticable  by  many  miilionaries,  who  pene- 
trated into  the  center  of  them  with  infinite  danger 
and  fatigue.  One  of  thefe  milTionaries,  however, 
having  prevailed  upon  eighteen  of  them  to  follow 
him,  though  he  took  infinite  pains  to  qualify  them 
for  baptifm,  was  obliged  to  defer  it  to  their  lafl  mo- 
ments ;  for,  with  all  his  tendernefs,  he  found  it 
impolTible  to  fave  one  of  them.  There  are,  in  the 
midfh  of  the  Caaiguas,  other  Indians,  who,  though 
known  by  the  fame  name,  fpeak  a  different  lan- 
guage, and  have  no  communication  with  them. 
They  are  faid  to  be  warlike ;  but,  in  fadt,  they  re- 
femble  beafts  of  prey  more  than  human  creatures  ; 
for  all  their  exploits  confifl  in  furprizing  travellers, 
whom  they  murder  and  devour.  When  they, 
themfelves,  happen  to  be  taken,  they  behave  like 
the  Caaiguas  in  the  fame  fituation,  and  will  not 
fufFer  any  wounds  they  have  received  to  be  drelT- 
ed. 

A  a  2  As 
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As  the  milTionaries  could  obtain  no  fafeguard 
for  their  churches,  they  were  greatly  furprized,  that 
the  Mamelus  fo  long  delayed  paying  them  a  fe- 
cond  vifit.  But  it  foon  appeared,  that  thefe  ban- 
ditti waited  only  to  conclude  an  alliance  with  the 
Tupis^  the  mofl:  barbarous  of  the  Brazilian  In- 
dians. Accordingly,  they  attacked,  the  year  fol- 
lowing, the  reduction  of  St.  Paul,  whofe  inhabi- 
tants were  fo  little  upon  their  guard,  that  father  Su- 
arez,  their  pallor,  knpw  nothing  of  their  approach, 
till  the  commander  entered  his  houfe  pifhol  in  hand. 
The  father,  at  the  fight  of  him,  fell  proilrate  at 
his  feet ;  and  befeeched  him,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
to  fpare  a  parcel  of  poor  chriftians,  who  had  done 
nothing  to  deferve  the  chains  he  had  prepared  for 
them.  But  the  brute  anfwered  him  only,  by  clap- 
ping his  piftol  to  his  breaft,  which  the  mifiionary 
calmly  opened,  telling  him,  that  he  was  fatisfied 
to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  flock,  and  conjuring  him 
in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrifl  to  content  himfelf 
with  it.  This  fpeech  feemed  to  make  fome  impref- 
fion  on  the  officer,  and  he  went  out  without  fpeaking 
a  fmgle  word.  But  it  was  only  to  give  orders  for 
putting  to  the  fword  all  thofe  who  fhould  make  the 
leafl  refiflance ;  and  thefe  orders  were  but  too  punc- 
tually obeyed.  He,  then,  came  back  to  father  Su- 
arez  ^  gave  him  great  marks  of  eileem  ;  but  would 
n6t  permit  him  to  take  leave  of  his  beloved  Neo- 
phytes, feveral  of  whom,  however,  made  their 
efcape,.and  fled  to  the  reductions  of  St.  Fran- 
cis Xavier  and  of  Jefus-Maria  lately  eftablifhed 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cafcade  of  Guibay, 
where  they  met  the  inhabitans  of  the  Incarnation, 
who,  having  received  timely  notice  of  the  enemy's 
approach,  abandoned  their  habitations  to  avoid 
them. 

Father  Montayo  no  fooner  heard  of  the  Ma- 
melus having  entered  the  province  of  Guayra,  than 

he 
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he  made  all  the  hafte  in  his  power  to  the  afli fi- 
ance of  the  reductions  moft  expofed  to  their 
fury.  But,  on  his  finding  no  inhabitants  either 
in  that  of  St.  Paul,  or  that  of  the  Incarnation, 
he  thought  the  befl  thing  he  could  do,  was  to 
put  himleif  at  the  head  of  all  the  fugitive  and 
wandering  Neophytes  he  could  meet  with,  and 
conduct  them  towards  Villarica.  But  he  foon 
heard  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  were  be- 
fore-hand v/ith  him,  and  had  picked  up  all  thofe 
who  had  elcaped  the  Mamelus,  and  put  them  to 
work  for  their  private  benefit.  Upon  this,  he 
immediately  repaired  to  Villarica;  complained 
bitterly  to  the  magiflrates  of  this  injuflice;  and 
when  he  could  obtain  no  redrefs  from  thern, 
difpatched  father  Diaz  Tano  to  the  Ailumption 
to  demand  it  of  Don  Lewis  Cefpedez  the  go- 
vernor, and  conjure  him  to  take  fome  efFedlual 
meafures  for   the  fafety  of  the  redu6lions. 

Don  Lewis  would  fcarce  liften  to  the  miffionary. 
He  even  told  him,  he  had  heard  from  Villarica, 
that  the  jefuits  made  a  great  noife  about  trifles ; 
adding,  that  they  every  where  made  themfelves 
very  odious.  The  father  retired  without  making 
any  reply  to  thefe  difagreeable  compliments ;  but 
that  day,  or  the  day  following,  prefented  a  petition 
to  him,  in  the  name  of  his  catholic  majefly,  to  ex- 
ert himfelf  in  behalf  of  the  chriftians  of  Guayra. 
But  Don  Lewis  would  not  fo  much  as  anfwer  it 
This  was  not  the  only  proof  of  ill  will,  which  this 
governor  had  given  the  reductions.  Some  time 
before,  he  had  iffued  an  order  forbidding  all  perfons, 
without  exception,  to  crofs  the  Parana,  in  their 
way  from  the  province  of  Uruguay  to  that  of  Gu- 
ayra, or  from  the  latter  to  the  former  ;  and  there- 
by the  milfionaries,  and  even  their  provincial, 
often  obliged  to  hurry  from  province  to  pro- 
vince on  the  mofb  prefhng  affairs,  were  laid  under 
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a  neceflity  of  taking  a  round  of  one  hundred  leagues  \ 
nor  could  all  the  reprefentations  made  to  him  on  the 
inconveniencies  neceffarily  attending  fuch  long  jour- 
neys, at  a  tim.e  when  the  province  of  Guayra  was 
over-run  by  the  Mamelus,  make  him  confent  to  the 
leaft  qualification  or  exception.  He  even  had  given 
fome  very  broad  hints,  that  he  intended  to  fubmit, 
to  encommenderoes,  all  the  Indians  directed  by  the 
fathers  of  the  company.  It  is,  however,  probable, 
that  he  never  attempted  to  put  this  defign  into  exe- 
cution, as  he  foon  received  a  check  by  the  audience 
of  Charcas  declaring  thisedidl  of  his  prejudicial  ta 
his  catholic  majefby's  fervice. 

The  provincial  of  the  jefuits  had  no  fooner  re-?, 
ceived  this  declaration,  than  he  immediately  fet  out 
for  the  province  of  Guayra.  On  his  arrival  at 
Villarica  he  received  advice,  that  the  Mamelus  had 
again  taken  the  field,  and  were  at  the  reduction  of 
St.  Francis  Xavier,  where  he  prevailed  on  fome  of 
the  Spaniards  to  follow  him  to  the  alTiftance- of  the 
inhabitants.  But  they  came  too  late ;  the  enemy 
had  already  entirely  demolifhed  it,  and  were 
now  entrenched  on  its  ruins,  after  loading  all  the 
chriftians  with  irons.  The  Spaniards,  however, 
attacked  them  with  great  refolution,  till  one  of 
them  was  killed  and  another  wounded,  when  they 
thought  proper  to  found  the  retreat.  Father  Syl- 
veira,  who  governed  this  church,  behaved  with 
more  conftancy ;  for  he  flruck  to  the  Mamelus, 
till,  out  of  fifteen  hundred  families  of  which  his 
flock  confifled,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  fave 
upwards  of  five  hundred  perfons.  In  the  mean 
time,  fo  great  a  terror  had  feized  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Jofeph,  fituated  at  no  great  diftance  from 
St  Francis  Xavier,  that  it  was  found  impofTible 
to  quiet  them.  Several  difperfed  into  the  woods ; 
the  reft,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred,  were,  for- 
tunately, 
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tunately,  kept  together  by  the  cares  of  the  provin- 
cial ;    and,  with  the  remains  of  St.  Francis  Xavier, 
formed  into  a  new  redudion. 
^  The  provincial,  after  this,  repaired  to  the 

^^^*  canton  of  Tayaoba,  which,  it  was  reported, 
the  enemy  were  preparing  to  attack ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, he  had  fcarce  arrived  there,  when  he  re- 
ceived certain  accounts  of  their  approach,  Upon 
this,  therefore,  he  immediately  allembled  the  mif- 
fionaries  of  three  very  populous  and  flourifhing 
redudions  fituated  in  this  country,  in  order  to 
confult  with  them,  what  was  to  be  done  in  fo 
prefling  a  danger.  The  opinions  were  divided. 
Some  were  for  exhorting  the  Neophytes  to  defend 
themfelves  bravely,  in  hopes  that  even  the  wild  In- 
dians would  not  refufe  to  afTifl  them  againfl  a  com- 
mon enemy.  This,  they  faid,  was  the  only  way 
left  to  prevent  the  entire  diflipation  of  this  infant 
church.  The  reft  reprefented  the  little  reafon 
there  was  to  expedl,  that  Indians,  ill  armed  and 
quite  undifciplined,  fhould  be  able  to  make  a 
ftand  againfl  veteran  troops,  provided  with  fire 
arms,  and  headed  by  able  officers ;  and  whom, 
befides,  an  ufelefs  refiftance  could  only  ferve  to  ex- 
afperate;  that  it  would,  therefore,  be  more  ad- 
vifeable  to  condudt  all  thofe,  that  could  be  prevail- 
ed upon  to  remove,  to  fome  other  province  ;  and 
that,  how  fmall  foever  their  number  might  hap- 
pen to  be,  a  great  deal  fewer  would  be  loft  this 
way,  than  by  venturing  to  refift  an  enemy,  v/hom 
there  was  fo  little  probability  of  their  being  able  to 
withfland. 

This  iafl  advice  was  approved  by  the  provincial, 
who,  accordingly,  gave  immediate  orders  for  con- 
ducing all  the  Neophytes  into  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  great  fall  of  the  Parana,  that,  in  cafe  of 
purfuit,  they  might  be  able,  by  juft  crofTmg  the 
river,  to  make  a  barrier  of  it,  which  it  would  be  an 
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eafy  matter  to  defend  againft  the  Mamelus.     This 
done,  he  aiTembled  tb.e  Neophytes  themfelves  ^  ex- 
horted them  not  to  feparate  from  their  paflors,  who, 
they  muft  be  fenfible,  had  their  welfare  greatly  at 
heart.     He   then   fet  forward  himfelf  to  prepare 
every  thing  for  their  reception  ;    but  was  fcarce  fet 
out,  when,  the  danger  growing  greater  and  greater 
every  moment,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  follow^ 
him.     The  mifTionaries  hitherto  had  fome  reafon 
to  hope,  that  all  the  chriflians  w^re  willing  to  fol- 
low them ;    but  they  had  no  fooner  given  orders  to 
begin  the  march,  than  it  appeared  they  had  great- 
ly impofed  upon  themfelves.     Several  refufed  to 
come  out  of  their  houfes  at  any  rate  ;    and  a  great 
many,  who  had  already  fet  out,  were  fo  frighten- 
ed at  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  that  they  returned 
back  again.     Some  openly  revolted  ^    and  Father 
Mendoza,  was  on  the  point  of  being  murdered  in 
endeavouring  to  ftop  one  of  the  mofh  incenfed. 
But  the  poor  creatures,  foon  paid  dear  for  their 
difobedience,  as  all  thofe,  who  remained  in  their 
reductions,  or  attem.pted  to  find  out  other  retreats, 
than  thofe  agreed  upon  by  the  miflionaries,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Mamelus,  or  were  taken  by  fome 
wild  Indians,  who  butchered  fome  of  them,  and 
made  flaves  of  the  reft.      Som.e  Spaniards  even 
were  not  afhamed  to  take  advantage  of  the  diftrefs 
of  thefe  churches,  and  exprefs  miore  pleafure  at 
their  deft ru6l ion,  than  they  had  fhewn  uneafmefs  at 
their  eftablifhment. 

Those,  who  retreated  with  the  mifTionaries, 
made  fuch  good  fpeed,  that,  though  the  Mamelus 
purfued  them,  none  fell  into  their  hands  but  a  few 
laggers.  On  this  occafion,  thefe  banditti  plunder- 
ed the  inhabitants  of  St.  Peter,  and  the  Conception, 
through  which  they  pafied  -,  but  carried  off  none 
but  two  women  of  fome  note,  thefe  Indians  having 
the  charadler  of  not  being  fit  for  fervice.     Father 
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Salazar,  however,  who  had  the  diredion  of  the  re- 
duction where  this  a(fl  of  violence  was  committed, 
had  like  to  have  paid  very  dear  for  it.  The  In- 
dians thought  proper  to  make  him  refponfible  for 
It ;  and  fome  of  the  moft  furious  fell  upon  him, 
while  he  was  faying  mafs  ;  threatened  to  kill  him  in 
cafe  he  did  not  oblige  the  Mamelus  to  give  up 
their  prey  ^  ftript  him  of  his  facerdotal  robes  -,  tore 
his  gown  off  his  back ;  plundered  his  houfe ;  and 
even  attempted  to  wTeft  out  of  his  hands  the  fa- 
cred  veilels,  fo  that  he  at  lafh  found  himfelf  under  a 
necellity  of  retiring  through  the  woods,  i,.ccom- 
panied  by  two  children  only,  in  order  to  join  the 
other  millionaries,  v/ho,  like  himfelf,  had  been  def- 
poiled  of  their  flocks ;  and  many  of  whom  had  been 
left  v/ithout  a  fingle  Neophyte. 

He  found  them  overwhelmed  v/ith  grief,  and 
in  the  moil  abfolute  v/ant  of  every  thing ;  without 
a  fingle  chriflian  that  did  not  weep  the  lofs  of  a  fa- 
ther or  a  mother,  a  wife  or  a  hufband,  a  fon  or  a 
daughter,  murdered  or  loaded  v/ith  chains  before 
their  eyes.  The  mofl  prefling  v/ant  v/as  that  of 
provifions  ^  they  diredly  fowed  the  little  grain  they 
had  faved,  while  the  provincial  went  in  fearch  of 
more  immediate  alliftance.  But  they  might  as 
well  have  fpared  themfelves  this  trouble  ;  for  two 
expreffes  foon  arrived,  one  on  the  heels  of  the  other, 
with  an  account,  that  an  army  of  the  Mamelus 
had  made  its  appearance  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Villarica  ;  that  another  fwarm  of  Banditti  had  iflued 
from  the  fouth  coaft  of  Brazil  ;  and  that  even  the 
fpanifh  towns  and  fettlements  were  threatened  with 
a  vifit  from  them. 

As  this  account  agreed  v/ith  what  a  Mamelus 
had  fome  time  before  told  one  of  the  millionaries, 
father  Montayo,  fuperior  of  the  millions,  fent  to 
fummon  the  commandant  of  Villarica,  in  the  king's 
pame,  and  in  virtue  of  his  majefty's  orders,  to 

fend 
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fend  lilm  immediate  afliflance ;  and,  on  his  receiv- 
ing for  anfvver,  that  it  was  not  pollible  to  give  him 
any,  he  gave  orders  for  evacuating  the  redudtions 
of  St.  Ignatius  and  Loretto,  the  only  flill  fubfifting 
in  the  province  of  Guayra,  and  the  firfl  that  had 
been  founded  there.  Thefe  tov^^ns  might  com- 
pare with  the  mofl  flourifhing  among  the  Spanifli 
cities  in  Paraguay  ;  and  even  furpaffed  them  in  the 
beauty  and  largenefs  of  their  churches.  As  to  the 
inhabitants  themfelves,  they  were  not  to  be  dif- 
tinguiflied  from  the  old  chriflians,  but  by  their  fu- 
perior  innocence  and  piety.  They  had  great  herds 
of  black  cattle,  bred  from  fome  which  their  mif- 
fionaries  had  brought  from  very  diilant  places  ;  all 
their  lands  ^were  well  cultivated  ;  they  raifed  cot- 
ton in  great  quantities,  fo  as  not  only  to  have 
enough  for  their  own  ufe,  but  wherewith  to  make 
large  donations  to  fuch  redudlions,  as  were 
not  yet  in  a  condition  to  procure  themfelves  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  that  ufeful  article ;  and  even 
to  poor  Spaniards ;  and  there  was  the  greatefl 
reafon  to  hope,  that  the  other  redudtions  of  the 
province  would  foon  obtain  the  fame  degree  of  per- 
fection. 

But  this  fine  appearance,  after  giving  fo  much 
joy  to  the  authors  of  it,  was  now  become  a  foun- 
dation for  equal  concern,  as  they  could  not  but 
apprehend,  that  thefe  Neophytes  would  expofe 
their  lives  and  liberties  to  the  greatefl  danger  ra- 
ther than  abandon  fuch  fine  eftablifhments,  and  the 
fruits  of  fo  many  years  labour,  which  they  now 
were  jull  beginning  to  tafte,  in  order  to  look  out 
for  an  exile  in  a  remote  country ;  and  this,  too, 
without  more  than  a  bare  probability  of  being  able 
to  reach  it,  though  with  the  greatefl  certainty,  in  a 
manner,  of  being  reduced]  on  their  arrival  there, 
to  the  utmofl  mifery  and  diflrefs.  How  great, 
therefore,  mufl  the  furprize  of  thefe  fathers  have 

been. 
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been,  when,  on  the  very  firfhpropofal  they  made  to 
the  Neophytes  of  preparing  to  part  with  every  thing 
they  could  not  conveniently  carry  away  along 
with  them,  they  imanimoully  anfwered,  "  we 
are  indebted  to  you,  fathers,  for  the  ineilimable 
blefhng  of  being  chriflians,  and  we  ftand  in  need 
of  your  afliflance  to  continue  fo ,;  therefore,  where- 
ever  you  go,  we  will  chearfully  follow.  If  hun- 
ger, thirfl,  and  fatigue,  and  the  other  inconveni- 
ences infeparable  from  fo  long  a  journey,  prove 
fatal  to  our  aged  fathers  and  mothers,  our  wives 
and  little  ones,  we  fhall  comfort  ourfelves  with 
the  thoughts  of  their  having  expofed  them- 
felves  to  thefe  dangers,  difficulties,  and  diftreffes, 
merely  to  preferve  their  religion ;  and  that  God 
himfelf  will  be  their  reward.  In  line,  fhould 
we  come  to  want  fiipport  and  refrefhment  for  our 
bodies,  the  bread  of  angels,  which  we  are  not 
afraid  to  be  deprived  of,  as  long  as  you  remain 
with  us,  will  give  us  flrength  and  courage  to  en- 
counter every  evil." 

These  fentiments  were  not  the  efFedl  of  a  tran- 
fitory  fervour  ;  for  the  proper  fignal  of  departure 
had  no  fooner  been  given  in  the  tv/o  redudlions, 
than  all  the  inhabitants  flript  their  churches  and 
houfes,  with  a  holy  infenfibility,  of  every  thing 
they  could  refcue  from  the  rapacity  of  their  ene- 
mies. This  done,  they  embarked  upon  the  Para- 
napane,  which  foon  brought  them  into  the  Parana ; 
and  then  defcended  this  lail  as  far  as  the  great  fall, 
in  fpite  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ciudad  Real  could 
do  to  retain  them  in  their  neighbourhood.  All  the 
Indians  of  the  other  redu(flions,  whom  their  Paf- 
tors  cotild  prevail  upon  not  to  flay  behind,  had 
either  joined  them  already,  or  arrived  foon  after; 
and  the  whole  number  amounted  to  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  families. 

But 
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But  the  pleafure  the  miflionaries  muft  have 
felt,  at  having  conducted  them  fo  far,  was  greatly 
allayed  by  the  mifery  to  which  they  faw  them  re- 
duced, and  the  remembrance  of  thofe  left  behind, 
who,  they  mufl  know,  were  expofed  to  much 
greater  ;  nor  was  it  long  before  their  grief  received 
a  confiderable  addition  from  a  certain  report,  that 
the  Mamelus,  on  finding  the  redu(5tions  of  Loretto 
and  Ignatius  evacuated,  had  refolved  to  purfue  the 
fugitives;  and  were,  accordingly,  making  fuch 
forced  marches  to  overtake  them,  that  It  was  im- 
poflible  to  prevent  their  doing  it,  without  making  a 
barrier  of  a  great  cafcade,  above  which  they  were 
now  alTembled  ;  an  undertaking,  which  required  a 
great  deal  of  time;  and  was,  befides,  attended 
with  a  great  many  difficulties. 

The  greatefl  difficulty  was  that  of  conveying 
boats  enough  through  the  fall  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  tranfmigrants  when  arrived  at  the 
bottom  of  it ;  and,  next,  that  of  condu(5ting  fo  great 
a  number  of  men  and  women  of  all  ages,  and  fo 
many  fick  petfons,  for  thirty  leagues  together,  be- 
fore they  could  reach  the  plain,  through  the  moft 
inhofpitable  country.  But  there  was  no  time  to 
lofe  in  deliberation.  In  this  preffing  neceffity, 
therefore,  it  was  refolved  to  abandon  the  boats  to 
the  current,  and  they  were  all  dafhed  to  pieces ; 
feveral  Neophytes  were  drowned  ;  others,  funk  un- 
der the  fatigues  of  an  eight  days  march,  at  one 
time,  over  fands  expofed  to  the  fiery  rays  of 
a  perpendicular  fun,  at  another,  over  rugged  rocks, 
bordered  with  precipices,  where  every  falfe  ftep 
proved  fatal  to  the  unhappy  traveller.  They  were 
all,  befides,  heavily  laden  ;  fome  with  the  baggage, 
and  others,  with  the  fick ;  the  women  with  their 
little  ones ;  and  the  miffionaries,  with  their  chapels 
and  paftoral  folicitude.  Accordingly,  they  all  ar- 
rived more  dead  than  alive  at  the  end  of  their  jour- 
ney. 
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ney,  where  to  increafe  their  diflrefs,  they  foon  fell 
fhort  of  provifions,  though  the  redudlions  on  the 
Parana  had  fent  them  all  the  refrefhments  they 
could  poflibly  colled. 

Thi  s  fcarcity  made  it  impoflible  to  remain  here 
any  longer,  fo  that,  after  a  few  days  repofe,  they 
found  themfelves  obliged  to  begin  a  new  march. 
To  render  it  the  eafier,  the  miflionaries  divided 
them  into  four  bodies,  one  of  which  had  orders  to 
coaft  the  Parana  ;  two  others,  to  diredl  their  courfe 
through  the  woods  on  both  fides  of  the  river  to 
wards  the  reductions  eflablifhed  on  the  Acaray  and 
thelguazu;  of  the  fourth,  which  confided  ofthofe 
who  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  walk,  fome 
were  embarked  on  boats  fent  them  by  the  reduc- 
tions jufl  now  mentioned ;  but  the  greater  number, 
for  want  of  room,  were  obliged  to  be  left  behind 
on  both  fides  of  the  great  fall,  where,  for  upwards 
of  four  months,  they  had  nothing  but  wild  fruits  to 
live  on.  Thofe,  however,  who  took  advantage  of 
the  boats,  were  rather  more  unfortunate,  as  thefe 
boats  were  fo  fmall,  and  withal  fo  deeply  laden, 
that  numbers  of  them  overfet ;  by  means  of  which 
feveral  of  the  palTengers  were  drowned,  and  a 
great  part  of  their  little  cargoes  entirely  lofl.  Up- 
on this,  therefore,  they  bethought  themfelves  of 
making  rafts  with  canes ;  but  they  made  them  fo 
ill,  that  moft  of  them  funk  with  every  thing  that 
had  been  committed  to  them.  Afflicting,  how- 
ever, as  thefe  loifes  were,  the  faith  of  the  Neo- 
phytes triumphed  over  them. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  any  of  thofe,  who 
travelled  by  land,  perifhed  in  their  journey.  But 
when  they  were  all  united,  fome  in  the  redudion 
of  the  nativity,  on  the  Acaray ;  and  the  reft,  in  that 
of  St.  Mary  Major,  on  the  Iguazu ;  they  increafed 
the  famine,  that  raged  there  before  their  arrival, 
in  confequence  of  a  bad  harveft ;  and  this  famine 
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foon  brought  on  a  general  ficknefs,  which,  in  both 
redudions,  carried  off  eleven  hundred  fouls,  and 
determined  thofe  who  furvived  to  difperfe  into  the 
woods,  in  fearch  of  roots  and  wild  fruits,  where  a 
great  many  of  them  periihed  by  want,  it  not  being 
m  the  power  of  their  condudlors,  who  themfelves 
wanted  every  tiling,  to  give  them  any  other  alTift- 
ance,  than  that  of  preparing  them  to  make  a  good 
end. 

At  length,  the  mortality  ceafed  j  and  the  miflion- 
aries  found,  that  out  of  one  hundred  thoufand  fouls, 
of  which  the  church  of  G  uayra  was  compofed,  there 
now  remained  with  them  but  twelve  thoufand.  Fa- 
ther Montoya  formed  two  redudions  with  thefe 
melancholy  remains,  near  a  little  river  called  Ma- 
burrus^  which  flows  from  the  eafl  into  the  Parana, 
and  gave  them  the  names  of  Loretto  and  St.  Ignatius. 
But,  as  it  was  impoflible  to  till  or  fow  any  lands,  on 
account  of  the  more  immediate  neceflity  of  build- 
ing houfes  for  fhelter,  he  bought  ten  thoufand  oxen, 
v/ith  the  money  allowed  by  way  of  falary  to  the  mif- 
fionaries  of  Guayra,  and  the  proceeds  of  fuch  ef- 
feds  faved  out  of  the  reductions  of  that  province, 
as  the  Neophytes  could  do  without. 

The  Spaniards,  who  had  hitherto  confidered  the 
redudtions  of  this  province,  as  little  contributing  to 
the  fecurity  of  their  other  fettlements  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Guayra  againfl  the  fury  of  the  Mamelu-s, 
Tiow  began  to  fee  their  miftake,  when  it  was  too 
kte  to  repair  it.  Their  own  territories  were  foon 
covered  with  thefe  Banditti,  who  every  where  drew 
after  them  large  armies  of  infidels ;  and,  when 
thefe  hell-hounds  could  no  longer  find  any  new 
chriftians  to  make  flaves  of,  they  fell  upon  the 
country  feats  and,  villages  ;  and,  afterwards,  utterly 
deflroyed  Cuidad  and  Villarica,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
endeavours  of  the  bifhop  of  the  Affumption,  who 
came  in  perfon  to  intercede  for  them.     Part  of  the 
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inhabitants  took  refuge  on  the  Paraguay,  and  the 
reft  went  in  fearch  of  an  afylum,  even  among  their 
enemies.  We  fhall  fpeak,  in  another  place,  of  the 
New  Villarica,  afterwards  built  by  the  inTiabitants 

of  the  old. 

The  year  following,  the  Calchaquis, 
^^^'  having  been  defeated  by  the  Spaniards  in 
feveral  rencounters,  prevailed  on  the  jefuits  to  ob- 
tain a  peace  for  them,  though  they  had  obliged 
themfelves,  by  the  moft  execrable  oaths,  never  to 
give  quarters  to  any  Spaniards,  except  the  fathers  of 
the  company,  who,  they  faid,  had  never  done 
them  any  harm,  but  had,  on  the  contrary,  always 
zealoufly  defended  their  liberty  and  the  honour  of 
their  wives.  But  this  calm  was  of  very  fhort  dura- 
tion. The  barbarians  foon  renewed  their  hollilities, 
burning  and  plundering  all  before  them ;  fo  that  the 
viceroy  of  Peru  found  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of 
fending  fome  forces  to  Tucuman  againfl  them. 
But,  tho'  thefe  troops  put  a  flop  to  their  courfes, 
they  made  no  change  in  their  fentiments.  The 
jefuits,  on  their  fide,  could  neither  aifure  them, 
that,  in  cafe  thev  became  chriftians,  no  attempts 
would  be  made  on  their  liberty ;  nor  yet  perfuadethe 
Spaniards,  that  it  was  their  real  interefl  to  authorize 
them  to  give  them  fuch  aflurances  ;  an  obflinacy  the 
more  furprizing,  as  the  Spaniards  were  very  far 
from  being  always  in  a  condition  to  reprefs  thefe 
Indians. 

But  what  ferved  mofl  to  fignalize  this  year,  was 
the  furprizing  converfion  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  province  of  Tape,  which  we  have  before  taken 
notice  of.  Not  only  they  invited  the  mifTionaries, 
and  gave  them  the  kindeft  reception  ;  but  feveral, 
to  have  a  better  title  to  their  affiflance,  had  alrea- 
dy formed  themfelves  into  reductions,  and  built 
churches  and  houfes  to  receive  them.  Thefe  efla- 
bliihmentS;,  however,  were  foon  brought  into  great 
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danger,  by  the  attachment  which  fome  of  the  con- 
verted caciques  flill  retained  to  their  concubines  ^ 
and,  though,  in  the  end,  they  got  the  better  of 
this  fhock?,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fomething  of 
the  difficulties  which  often  perplexed  the  miiiion- 
aries  in  cafes  of  the  hke  nature. 

I  ALREADY  obfcrved,  that,  among  the  Guarani 
nations,  every  cacique  had  a  right  to  take  as  many 
wives  as  he  could  maintain.  Now,  though  it  v/as 
an  eafy  matter  to  perfuade  thofe,  v/ho  were  fin- 
cerely  difpofed  to  embrace  the  chrifhian  religion, 
to  confine  themfeives  to  one  wife,  it  was  not 
fo  eafy  to  determine,  whether  tljey  fbould  be 
obliged  to  keep  her  whom  they  had  firfl  married,  or 
be  permitted  to  chufe  her  they  liked  befh  among 
thofe,  with  whom  they  adlually  cohabited.  It  is 
well  known,  that  divines  differ  in  this  point  ;  for 
which  reafon  the  miflionaries,  for  a  long  time,  fol- 
lowed the  opinion,  that  each  of  them  refpe^lively 
thought  was  befb  grounded.  At  length,  the  fupe- 
riors  judging  it  highly  proper  to  efdablifh  in  thefe 
churches  one  uniform  rule  of  condud  in  an  affair 
of  fo  much  importance,  applied  to  the  fovereign 
Pontiff,  to  know  how  they  Ihould  govern  them- 
feives for  the  future. 

Father  de  Lugo,  in  the  memorial  he  drew  up 
for  this  purpofe,  reprefented  to  his  holinefs,  that 
the  Guarani  caciques  confidered  their  wives,  rather 
as  fervants,  than  as  companions  ;  that  they  dif- 
milfed  them  without  ceremony,  on  the  leaft  diflike  ; 
that  they  very  often  kept  feveral  together  ;  and, 
ibmetimes,  even  the  mothers  and  the  daughters ; 
that  it  Vv'as  ufual  with  them  to  make  prefents  of  their 
wives  to  their  friends  and  vaffals,  and  take  them 
back  again  when  they  thought  proper ;  in  line,  that 
fome  of  them,  on  leaving  one  place  to  fettle  in  ano- 
ther, left  their  y/ives  behind  them,  to  avoid  the 
trouble  of  removing  them,  and  took  new  ones  in 

the 
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t-he  places  where  they  fliopt.  From  thefe  premiles 
father  de  Lugo  concluded,  that  there  was  no  mar- 
riage among  thefe  Indians  ;  and  alledged,  befideSj 
l-everal  reaions,  why  it  would  be  dangerous  to  oblige 
them,  on  their  converfion,  to  abide  by  the  women, 
with  whom  they  had  iirfh  cohabited. 

The  liril  reaibn  was  the  difficulty  of  fixing  on 
the  woman,  with  whom  they  had  firfl  cohabited,  as 
it  was  very  probable  they  might  not  give  a  true 
anf.ver,  when  interrogated  on  this  head.  The  fe- 
cond,  that  this  firfl:  wife  might  polTibly  have  been 
the  firfh  wife  of  another.  The  third,  that  thefe 
Indians,  after  having  been  married  in  the  face  of 
the  church,  were  often  known  to  negledl,  for  an^ 
other,  the  woman  they  had  been  obliged  to  ac- 
knowledge as  their  wife,  becaufe  they  did  not 
k)ve  her.  The  fourth,  that  the  obligation  of  con 
iining  themfelves  to  the  v/om.an,  with  whom  they 
liad  firft  cohabited,  appeared  fo  fevere,  that,  on 
that  account  alone,  feveral  had  refufed  to  embrace 
the  chiiilian  religion.  In  fine,  that,  in  the  mar- 
riages of  the  Guaranis,  there  was  neither  contract 
nor  any  other  ceremony,  by  which  the  wife  might 
be  difliinguifhed  from  the  concubine.  The  Pope's 
anfwer  was,  that  the  two  opinions,  in  the  cafe  pro- 
pofed,  being  equally  probable,  there  was  no  occa- 
fion  for  a  difpenfation  to  follow  either  ;  and  that 
the  miifionaries  fhould  ad:,  on  fuch  occafions,  in 
the  manner  they  judged  properefh  to  fecure  the 
converfion  of  the  infidels  ;  and  this  rule  has  been 
ever  fmceobferved. 

In  that  part  of  the  country,  which  lies  to  the 
eaft  of  the  Paraguay,  and  extends  from  that  river 
to  the  Parana,  where  this  lafl  takes  a  turn  towards 
the  North-eall,  there  is  a  chain  of  mountains  that 
pours  down  a  great  number  of  rivers,  fome  of 
which  fall  into  the  Paraguay,  and  the  reft  into  the 
Parana.     But  thofe  v/hich  flow  eaflwards  have  fo 
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gentle  a  fall,  that  their  motion  is  fcarce  difcernible ; 
whereas  the  others,  tumbling  from  a  greater  height^ 
are  not  only  diftinguifhable  by  the  rapidity  of  their 
courfe,  but  by  the  great  quantity  of  mud  which 
they  carry  from  the  marfhes  they  rulh  through, 
and  with  which  they  render  the  v/aters  of  the  Pa- 
raguay turbid  to  a  confiderabk  diflance.  Befides, 
they  often  overflov/  their  banks  ^  and,  then,  the 
whole  country  refembles  a  vafl  fea,  with  no  other 
bounds  but  the  mountains.  This  country  is  full 
of  trees,  diflilling  a  gum  which  the  inhabitants 
form  into  balls,  fo  light  and  elaflick,  that  they 
ferve  to  play  with.  But  what  renders  them  fbill 
more  valuable,  is  a  virtue  they  are  faid  to  pof- 
fefs  of  curing  the  dyfentery.  Several  of  thefe  balls 
have  been  brought  to  Spain. 

The  heart  of  this  country,  which  lies  between 
the  19th  and  zzd  degrees  of  South  latitude,  is  in- 
habited by  a  people  called  Itatines.  Thefe  Indians 
fpoke  the  fame  language  with  the  Guaranis,  and 
feemed  to  be  of  the  fame  origin,  though,  at  the 
fame  time  we  are  fpeaking  of,  they  kept  up  very 
little  communication  with  them.  They  v/ere  ex- 
tremely vigorous  and  nimble  ;  and  running  was  fo 
w^ell  fludiedand  fo  favourite  a  diverfion  among  them, 
that  they  obliged  the  runners  to  carry  ftones  of 
a  fixed  v/eight,  and  even  diilributed  prizes  among 
them.  As  fure  as  any  one  among  them  died, 
a  certain  number  of  his  relations  threw  them- 
felves  from  a  great  height  in  order  to  accompany 
him  in  the  other  world ;  and  this  cuftom,  along 
with  the  frequent  diforders  caufed  by  the  bad  air 
in  which  they  lived,  hindered  them  from  multiply- 


Suck  was  a  nation  of  Indians,  whom  father  Ran- 
connier  a  jefait,  had  lately  undertaken  to  convert, 
though  with  very  little  hopes  of  fuccefs.  He  was 
even  more  than  once  on  the  point  of  falling  a  vidim 
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to  their  prevention  and  jealoufy,  for  which,  how- 
ever, it  mufl  be  owned  they  had  but  too  juil 
grounds.  A  Portuguefe  pried,  it  feems,  had,  fome 
years  before,  colledied  a  confiderable  number  of 
them  under  pretence  of  civilizing  them,  and  in- 
llrudting  them  in  the  chriftian  rehgion  ;  and,  then, 
fold  them  to  fome  of  his  countrymen,  v/ho  were 
to  carry  them  off  to  Brazil ;  but,  unhappily  for  the 
wretch,  the  Itatines  diicovered  his  views,  and  mur- 
dered him.  This  alone  would  have  been  fufficient 
to  make  them  miflruft  father  Ranconnier ;  but  their 
fufpicions  were  increafed  by  another  European,  who 
v/as  indifcreet  enough  to  tell  them,  that  all  thofe 
who  liftened  to  this  father  might  foon  expedl  to 
fee  themfelves  flaves  to  the  Spaniards. 

They  even  began  to  take  up  arms,  as  if  the 
Spaniards  were  on  the  point  of  entering  their 
country,  when  fome  fpecial  marks  of  the  protec- 
tion of  heaven  on  father  Ranconnier  fuddenly 
changed  their  hearts,  and  brought  them  in  fuch 
numbers  about  him  for  inflrudtion,  that  he  and 
other  jefuits  that  came  to  his  afliflance,  had  profe- 
lytes  enough  to  form  four  redu6lions  in  one  year, 
under  the  names  of  St.  Jofeph,  the  Angels,  St.  Peter ^ 
and  St.  Paul.  The  eflablifhing  of  the  company  at 
Xerez  would,  no  doubt,  have  tended  greatly  to  the 
further  progrefs  of  their  mifTion  ;  but,  though  the  in- 
habitants had  been  a  long  time  foliciting  for  it,  the 
affair  lingered  fo  long,  that  all  thoughts  of  it 
v/ere  at  laft  laid  afide.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  Spa- 
niards did  never  fufficiently  comprehend,  how 
much  it  was  their  interefl  to  keep  and  fortify  this 
place,  which  might  have  fecured  to  them  the  pof- 
felTion  of  all  the  courfe  of  the  Paraguay,  as  far  as 
the  lake  of  the  Xarayes  ;  and  that  they  have  not 
been  fufficiently  upon  their  guard  againft  the  Ma- 
melus,  who  have  opened  a  road,  on  that  fide  of 
South  America,  to  their  countrymen,  for  making 
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difcov^eries,   in   which   the  fpaniards,  fhouid   have 
been  before  hand  with  them. 

Of  this  there  happened  a  melancholy  proof  at 
the  time  we  are  fpeaking  of ;  a  large  gang  of  Ma- 
melus,  with  an  army  of  Tapes  at  their  heels,  having 
made  a  fudden  irruption  into  the  country.  The 
firft  thing  thefe  banditti  did,  was  to  fend  two  en- 
voys to  the  reduction  of  St.  Jofeph,  whofe  paflor 
they  knew  was  abfent,  with  a  meffage  to  the  cor- 
regidor,  importing  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear, 
as  they  were  marching  againft  fome  nations  in  the 
neighbourhood,  firmly  refolved  to  chaflife  them  for 
their  infolent  behaviour  to  father  Ranconnier  ;  and 
that,  if  he  would  join  them  in  fo  glorious  a  caufe, 
he  fhouid  foon  be  convinced  of  their  zeal  for  the 
v/elfare  both  of  the  miilionaries  and  their  Neo- 
pliytes.  The  corregidor  gave  into  the  fnare.  He 
ordered  all  his  warriors  to  take  up  arms,  and 
marched  with  them  to  the  camp  of  the  Mamelus^ 
where  they  were  no  fooner  arrived,  than  thefe  mf- 
ereants  loaded  them  with  chains. 

The  general  then  fentout  a  detachment  to  carry 
off  all  thofe,  who  ftill  remained  in  the  redu(5lion  ^ 
^nd  another,  to  attack  that  of  the  Angels  ;  but  the 
paflor  of  the  lail  had  time  enough  to  fecure  the 
retreat  of  part  of  its  inhabitants.  The  refl  were 
taken,  with  the  milfionary,  whom  the  Mamelus 
detained  for  three  days  together,  left  he  fhouid 
aiTift  any  of  his  Neophytes  to  make  their  efcape. 
A  third  body  of  thefe  banditti  fell  upon  the  re- 
du6tion  of  St.  Peter ;  and  partly  by  force,  and 
partly  by  fraud,  found  means  of  getting  all  the 
inhabitants  into  their  power,  except  feventy,  who, 
having  ail'embled  about  their  paftor,  bravely  re- 
pulfed  an  equal  number  of  Tapes,  and  thirty 
Mamelus.  The  paftor  of  St.  Jofeph  had  likewife 
the  good  fortune  of  obtaining,  by  his  entreaties, 
the  liberty  of  two  caciques ;    upon  which  feveral 
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t)f  the  Tapes,  charmed  with  his  zeal  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  Neopliytes,  thought  proper  to  put  them- 
felves  under  his  condu(i:h  But  he  foon  after  had 
the  mortification  of  hearing,  that  all  the  rell  of  the 
caciques  and  other  Itatine  officers,  having  been  tied 
to  one  chain,  had  the  misfortune  of  being  drov/n- 
ed  in  crolfing  the  Parana.  Soon  after,  the  jeiuits 
were  informed,  that  the  Mamelus,  to  render  them 
odious  to  the  Itatines,  had  renewed  the  calumny 
which  they  had  formerly  propagated  witn  fuch 
fuccefs  ;  namely,  that  the  jefiiits  themielvcs  had 
invited  them  ;  and  it  wrought  fo  much  upon  the 
poor  people,  that  feveral  of  them,  through  mere 
refentment,  profaned  the  facred  velTels,  and  even 
formed  a  defign  againft  the  life  of  one  of  their  paf- 
tors.  But  means  were  at  lafl  found  to  difabufe 
ihem,  and  even  reflore  the  reductions,  by  degrees, 
to  their  former  populoufnefs. 
r  Those  on  the  Parana,  which  had  for  a 

^^'  long  time  enjoyed  tlie  fweets  of  an  unin- 
terrupted peace,  were  now  tried  in  their  turn ;  and 
the  firfl  trial  they  were  put  to,  was  of  a  very  ex- 
traordinary kind,  being  the  work  of  thofe  who 
iliould  have  been  their  protestors;  namely,  the 
governor  and  the  bifhop  of  the  province  of  Para- 
guay. The  prelate  had  vifited  them  a  few  years 
before,  and  befhowed  the  higheft  praifes  both  on 
the  Neophytes,  and  their  milfionaries.  As  to  the 
governor,  his  condudt,  ever  fmce  his  promotion 
10  that  employment,  had  been  fuch,  as  left  thefe 
new  chriilian  colonies  no  reafon  to  expe(!^  any  fa- 
vour from  him.  It  feemed  even  furprizing,  that 
he  had  not  carried  his  malice  againft  them  to  fhill 
greater  lengths. 

This  nobleman,  it  feems,  had  given  orders  to 
a  Cacique  but  lately  converted,  to  ilipply  him  v/ith 
a  certain  number  of  Pirogues  ;  but,  though  he  had 
been  obeyed  v/ith   the   greateil  punduality,  yet, 
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as  thefe  boats  happened  to  be  too  fmall  for  his  ufe, 
he  fell  into  fo  a  violent  paflion  with  the  Cacique, 
and  the  Indians,  who  came  along  with  him  to  deli- 
ver them,  that  he  immediately  fent  the  poor  people 
to  prifon.  He  even  forgot  himfelf  fo  far,  as  to 
threaten,  with  perfonal  fervice,  all  the  chriftians 
of  the  reductions  on  the  Parana.  Thefe  acts  of 
violence  and  rafli  threats  made  fo  great  an  impref- 
fion  on  the  Neophytes,  that  the  mjffionaries  had 
much  ado  to  contain  them.  But  it  proved  flill 
more  difficult  to  pacify  them,  in  regard  to  a  ftep 
of  the  bifhop,  which  he  could  not  have  taken  in  a 
more  critical  conjun6lure. 

This  prelate  had,  ail  on  afudden,  taken  it  into 
his  head,  or  at  leafl,  had  been  made  to  believe, 
that  he  might  confiderably  increafe  the  revenues  of 
his  church,  by  placing  over  the  redudtions  of  his 
diocefe,  paftors  more  dependent  on  him  than  the 
Jefuits  ;  and,  under  pretence  that  the  new  chrif- 
tians  under  the  condudl  of  thefe  religious,  paid  him 
neither  tithes,  nor  the  fourth  part  of  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  he  began  by  interdicting  all  their  miffi- 
onaries.  So  great  and  fudden  a  clap  furprized  eve- 
ry one ;  and  it  v/as  the  general  opinion,  that  the 
bifhop  had  not  proceeded  fo  far  without  a  fixed  de- 
fign  of  going-  flill  farther. 

The  governor,  on  his  fide,  abated  nothing  of 
his  menaces  \  and  people  waited  with  the  greateft 
impatience  the  upihot  of  this  affair,  when  father 
Romero  arrived  pofh-hafle  at  the  AfTumption,  from 
the  farther  extremity  of  the  province  of  Uruguay, 
where  the  noife  of  this  fudden  ftorm  had  reached 
him.  The  firfl  thing  he  did  was  to  wait  on  the 
governor,  whom  he  befeeched  to  confider,  that 
the  kings  of  Spain  had  abfolutely  forbid  their  fub- 
jecls  to  treat  the  Indians  in  a  rough  manner,  thofe 
efpecially,  v/ho  had  been  converted  and  formed 
into  redudlions  by  the  Jefuits ;    or  even  impofe  any 
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taiks  upon  them  ;  their  majeflies  being  defirous, 
that  they  (hould  be  prevailed  upon  by  fair  means, 
to  do  every  thing,  it  might  be  thought  proper  to 
require  of  them  •,  but  his  remonflrances  had  no 
efFed.  However,  he  again  returned  to  the  charge  i 
and  by  his  conftancy,  and  his  eloquence  equally 
ilrong  and  infmuating,  obtained,  at  lall  every  thing 
he  wanted.  The  governor  ordered  the  prifoners 
to  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  promifed  never  more  to 
moleft  the  Neophytes. 

Bu  T  it  proved  much  more  difficult  to  move  the 
bifhop.     It   was   to   no    purpofe,  father  Romero, 
after  fbriving  in  vain  to  reafon  him  into  better  fen- 
timents,  produced  the  bulls  of  the  fovereign  Pon- 
tifs,  and  the  decrees  of  the  royal  council  of  the 
Indies,  by  which  it  plainly  appeared,  that  his  lord- 
fhip  had  tranfgrelTed  the  bounds  of  his  authority 
in  interdidling  the  miffionaries.     He  could  get  no 
other  anfwer  from  him,  than  that  he  had  a  right  to 
difpofe  of  the  pariflies  within  his  'diocefe.     To  this 
father  Romero  replied,  that  the  redudions  direded 
by  the  jefuits  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  parifhes 
in  the  ftrid:  fenfe  of  that  word.  The  bifhop  perfifhed 
in  alledging,  that  thofe,  who  had  charge  of  them, 
were  parifh  priefts  fabjed:  to  the  ordinary,  like  all 
other  parifh  priefts.    At  length,  the  provincial,  who 
was  by  this  time  arrived  at  the  AiTumption,  caufed 
to  be  notified  to  the  bifhop  the  letters  patent  of 
the  king,  by  which  his  majefly  forbade  all  perfons 
of  what  ever  rank  and  dignity,  to  deprive  the  fa- 
thers of  the  company  of  Jefus  of  the  government 
of  their  Neophytes,  or  diflurb  them,   under  any 
pretext,  in  the  exercife  of  their  fundlions. 

The  governor,  who  had  already  yielded  to  rea- 
fon, feconded  the  provincial  ;  and  the  bifhop  foon 
followed  his  example.  He  even  did  it  with  fo  good 
a  grace,  that,  father  Romero  having  fet  out  to 
return  to  his  church,  he  immediately  foilov/ed  him  ; 
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vifited  a  fecond  time  the  redudions  within  his  dl* 
ocefe  ;  loaded  the  Neophytes  with  praiies  and  ca  • 
reiTes  ;  and,  above  all  things,  recommended  to 
them,  an  entire  confidence  in  thole,  who  governed 
them  with  fo  much  zeal  and  wiidom.  This  pre- 
late was  in  the  year  1635  tranllated  to  the  bifhop- 
rick  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  ever  after  lived  in 
the  greatell  harmony  v/ith  the  jefuits,  which  has 
not,  however,  hindered  the  authors  of  the  Morale' 
pratique  from  placing  him,  on  the  authority  of 
Don  Bernard  in  de  Cardenas,  among  thofe  prelates, 
v/hom  the  jeiuits,  according  to  him,  had  driven 
out  of  their  diocefes.  But  thefe  gentlemen,  it 
ieems,  did  not  confider,  that,  if  thefe  fathers 
had  credit  enough  for  that  purpofe,  they  could 
not  but  have  enough  to  prevent  his  tranflation 
to  the  biOioprick  of  Buenos  Ayres,  where  it 
imported  them  much  more  to  have  a  bifhop  in. 
their  intereil,  than  at  the  AlTumiption. 

But  this  ilorm  had  fcarce  blown  over,  when  a 
report  of  the  Mamelus  having  refolved  to  penetrate 
as  far  as  the  Parana,  threw  ail  the  redudions  efta- 
blifhed  on  that  river,  into  the  greatefl  conilernation. 
Nor  v/as  it  a  vain  alarm  ;  for  the  report  v/as  foon 
foilov/ed  by  certain  advice,  of  their  advancing 
by  forced  marches,  after  palling  the  great 
fall.  As,  therefore,  it  could  not  t>e  doubted, 
that  thefe  banditti  would  firil  attack  the  re- 
ductions of  the  nativity  and  St.  Mary  Major,  it 
was  refolved  to  remove  the  inhabitants  to  Itapua. 
Thefe  precautions  fo  difconcerted  all  the  fchemes 
of  the  enemy,  that  they  thought  it  more  prudent  to 
march  back,  than  venture  further  into  a  country, 
>vith  which  they  w^ere  not  fufliciently  acquainted. 

This  year,  the  viceroy  of  Peru  received  pofitive 
orders  from  court,  to  fupprefs,  at)folutely  and  irre- 
vocably, the  pradlices  of  exacting  perfonal  fervice 
from  itiz  Indians,    and  flibftitute  to  it  a  tax  pay- 
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able  to  their  encomenderoes,  in  money,  vegetables, 
Huffs,  honey,  poultry,  or  filh,  according  to  the  na-^ 
ture  of  the  countries  they  inhabited.  It  is  very 
probable,  that  it  was  found  improper  to  ufe  vio- 
lence in  the  execution  of  thefe  orders  ;  and  that, 
therefore,  gentle  means  were  only  employed.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  certain  it  is,  that  things  have  re- 
mained ever  fmce  on  much  the  fame  footing  they 
were  before ;  and  that  the  mofh  melancholy  experi- 
ence has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  convince  the  Spa- 
niards of  Paraguay,  that,  independent  of  the  dic- 
tates of  religion  and  common  honefhy,  their  intereft 
alone  fnould  engage  them  to  comply  with  the  will 
of  their  fovereign. 
^  It  could  fcarce  be  expedled,    that  the 

^^'  Mamelus  and  the  Tupis,  who  did  not 
think  it  too  far  to  march  to  the  reductions  on  the 
Parana,  in  order  to  make  flaves  of  the  new  chris- 
tians there,  fliould  not  hanker  after  thofe  of  the 
Tape,  which  lay  fo  much  nearer  and  more  conveni- 
ent to  them;  as,  in  their  journeys  along  the  eailern 
coafls  of  Brazil  for  the  fake  of  felling  their  flaves, 
they  generally  flopt  at  the  Port  dejan  Pedro,  formed 
by  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  Tebiquari,  which 
ifilies  from  the  mountains  of  Tape.  Accordingly, 
the  miflionaries  of  this  province  had  begun  feri- 
ouily  to  think  on  the  properefl  meafures  for  put- 
ting it  in  a  good  pofture  of  defence  againft  them. 
But  fuch  is  the  indolence  of  its  natives,  that  thefe 
fathers  might  have  laboured  long  enough  to  very 
little  purpofe,  had  not  the  misfortune,  which  fome 
of  their  Neophytes  had  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
thefe  banditti,  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  the 
reft,  that  they  immediately  purfued  them;  and 
not  only  refcued  their  countrymen,  but  made  feve- 
ral  prifoners,    who  were  diftributed  among  the  re- 
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duftions  of  the  Parana,  where,  in  time,  they  came 
to  a  due  ienfe  of  their  extreme  folly  and  wickednefs. 
The  ardour  infpired  by  this  fuccefs  was  ftill 
alive,  when  the  Neophytes  had  a  new  opportunity 
of  exerting  it.  One  of  the  mifTionaries,  who  had 
mofl  contributed  to  civilize  and  convert  them,  hav- 
ing been  treacheroufiy  killed  by  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Indians,  tv/o  bodies  of  them  entered  the 
enemy's  country,  in  fpite  of  all  the  endeavours  of 
their  pailors  to  reftrain  their  fury  on  two  differ- 
ent fides  i  and,  though  both  found  armies  pre- 
pared to  receive  them,  they  fought  with  fuch  bra- 
very, that,  v/ithout  lofmg  a  fmgle  man,  they  killed 
a  great  number  of  thefe  favages,  made  a  great  ma- 
ny prifoners,  and  entirely  difperfed  the  reft.  They 
would  even  have  carried  their  refentment  flill  fur- 
ther, had  not  the  miilionaries  found  means  to  put  a 
flop  to  it.  But,  as  they  neglected  to  take  any  fe- 
curity  for  the  better  behaviour  of  the  enemy  for  the 
time  to  come,  this  mercy  of  theirs  had  likq^to  have 
proved  very  fatal  to  them.  The  wild  Indians,  be- 
ing left  entirely  to  themfelves,  acquired,  by  de- 
grees, moreftrength  than  they  had  loft ;  fell  upon  the 
redudtion  lately  governed  by  the  murdered  mifli- 
onary ;  butchered  all  the  inhabitants  that  had  not 
the  good  fortune  of  faving  themfelves  by  flight, 
and  even  three  hundred  children,  whom  they  af- 
terwards devoured.  The  other  redudlions  of  Tape 
were  on  the  point  of  fharing  the  fame  fate ;  fo  that  it 
was  at  lafl  found  neceffary,  in  order  to  fupport  fome, 
and  repair  the  reft,  to  take  up  arms  a  fecond  time, 
and  make  new  efforts,  the  fuccefs  of  which  was  now 
become  very  uncertain.  But  the  God  of  armies 
foon  declared  in  favour  of  his  worfhippers,  who 
had  engaged  in  this  war,  merely  to  prevent  the 
profanation  of  his  fandluary,  and  preferve  his 
adorers.  Befides,  thefe  new  maccabees  fought  lefs 
to  fpill  the  blood  of  their  enemies,  than  to  impofe 
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a  yoke  on  them,  which  they  took  care  to  render 
very  fupportable,  and  ealed  them  of  the  mi- 
nute they  found  them  fincerely  difpofed  to  bow 
their  necks  to  that  of  the  gofpel. 
^  ^  The  year  following,  Don  Martin  de  Le- 
^  '  defma,  who  had  fucceeded  Don  Lewis  de 
Cefpedez  in  the  government  of  Paraguay,  having 
received  orders  from  the  royal  audience  of  la  Plata, 
to  vifit  the  redud:ions  on  the  Parana,  had  no  fooner 
iiniflied  his  vifit,  than,  at  the  infligation  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  AiFumption,  he  formed  the  defign 
of  transferring,  to  the  neighbourhood  of  that  capital, 
tw-o  of  them,  that  had  been  already  removed  into 
his  province  from  that  of  Guayra,  in  order  to  give 
the  Neophytes  of  tliem  in  command.  His  pre- 
tence for  taking  this  flep  was,  that  thefe  Indians 
had  been  reduced  by  arms,  before  the  jefuits  had 
undertaken  to  re-unite  them  ;  and  that,  therefore, 
the  Spaniards  hada  juft  title  to  their  fervices  ;  and 
he  perfifted  fo  obftinately  in  this,  his  falfe  notion, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  a  pofitive  order  from  the 
royal  audience  could  hinder  him  from  proceeding. 
Another  pretenfion  of  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ay- 
res,  equally  ill  grounded,  met  with  the  fam.e 
check.  In  confequence  of  fome  difagreement  be- 
tween him  and  the  jefuits,  he  WTote  to  his  ma- 
jefly  for  leave  to  build  a  city  on  the  Uruguay,  on 
pretence  of  thereby  keeping  in  awe  the  new  chrifli- 
ans  of  this  province,  every  day,  he  faid,  growing 
more  and  more  numerous.  But  this  appeared  a 
very  odd  motive  to  Philip  IV.  thoroug!i!y  con- 
vinced, as  he  was,  that  thefe  Neophytes,  fsr  from 
defer ving  to  be  treated  with  fo  much  diffidence, 
formed  the  befb  barrier  he  could  have  againft  all 
his  enemies  on  that  fide  of  the  country  ;  his  ma- 
jefty,  accordingly,  fent  orders  to  the  governor  to 
lay  afide  his  defign. 
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A  THIRD  {lorm,  which  arofe  at  the  fame  time, 
inflead  of  only  threatening  from  afar,  was  attended 
with  very  fatal  confequences.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  AfTumption  affirmed,  that,  as  the  Itatine  chrif- 
tians  were  not  included  in  the  privileges  granted  to 
the  Neophytes  of  the  jediits,  there  could  be  no 
reafbn  for  not  giving  them  in  command.  But  they 
did  not,  or  at  ieaft  would  not,  confider,  that  as 
they  had  not  conquered  thefe  Indians,  they  could 
have  no  jufl  pretence  to  deprive  them  of  their  li- 
berty ;  but  thofe,  whofe  interefl  it  was  to  main- 
tain this  vexatious  pretenfion,  had  found  means 
to  biafs  fo  far  both  the  civil  and  ecclefiaflical 
courts,  that  they  ordered  the  paftors  flationed 
in  thefe  reductions,  to  give  up  their  places  to 
fecular  priefls.  In  the  mean  time,  fearing  that 
the  jefuits  might  complain  of  this  violence  to  the 
royal  audience  of  La  Plata,  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  figned  a  memorial  addreffed  to 
that  tribunal,  in  which  they  advanced  feveral  fadls 
invented  to  render  thefe  fathers  odious,  and  him 
in  particular,  who  tranfadled  their  affairs  at  la  Plata. 

But  this  very  contrivance  ruined  all  their  pro- 
jedls.  One  of  thofe,  who  had  figned  the  memorial, 
fcrupled  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  to  calm  his  con- 
fcience,  he  found  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  fend- 
ing a  judicial  retractation  of  his  falfe  allegations  ; 
and  this  retradation  difcovered  the  myftery  of  ini^ 
quity,  which  the  confpirators  had  been  endeavour- 
ing to  cover  with  the  fpecious  veil  of  the  public 
good.  But,  though  the  royal  audience  loft  no  time 
in  iffuing  a  degree,  forbidding  any  innovations  to 
be  made  in  the  Itatine  redudlions,  it  arrived  too  late. 
The  new  chriftians  compofmg  them,  having  al- 
ready received  fome  intimation  of  the  defign  of  the 
Spaniards,  were  fo  terrified  at  the  thoughts  of 
being  reduced  to  the  drudgery  of  perfonal  fervice, 
that  great  numbers  of  them  took  refuge  among  the 
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wild  Indians.  To  increafe  this  misfortune,  a 
plague  followed ;  and  moil  of  thofe  who  efcaped  it 
difperfed  ;  and  of  the  three  paflors,  who  governed 
this  church,  two  fell  into  a  confumption,  and  were 
obliged  to  quit  the  field  ;  fo  that  the  third  not  being 
able  to  attend  to  every  thing,  it  coll  more  to  re- 
unite this  feared  and  exafperated  flock,  than  had 
been  at  firfl  requifite  to  form  it. 

The  plague  likewife,  fucceeded  by  a  famine, 
had  laid  wafte  the  reductions  of  Tape,  when  the 
furviving  Neophytes  received  intelligence,  that  the 
Mamelus  were  making  a  powerful  armament  to 
pay  them  a  fecond  vifit.  As  the  reduction  of  Jefus- 
Maria  lay  the  moft  expofed  to  their  fury,  father 
Romero  applied  to  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata  for  leave  to  throw  up  fome  retrenchments 
about  it ;  and,  having  obtained  his  confent,  imme- 
diately repaired  there  to  hallen  the  works.  But 
the  Mamelus  appeared  before  they  could  be  eom- 
pleated,  followed  by  fifteen  hundred  Tupis  and 
feveral  other  Indians.  Such  of  the  Neophytes  as 
were  not  adlually  employed  in  the  military  works, 
were  abroad  hunting,  or  cultivating  their  lands,  all 
to  four  hundred,  who  remained  in  the  town  ;  and 
feveral  of  thefe  were  not  in  a  condition  to  make  any 
great  refinance. 

Wh  a  t  refifhance  they  made,  however,  was  much 
more  vigorous  than  could  be  well  expeded.  But 
no  one  behaved  better  on  the  occafion,  than  a  woman 
who  had  put  on  man's  clothes  for  the  purpofe.  Hav- 
ing fpied  a  Mamelus,  who  alone  made  a  greater 
{laughter  than  all  the  reft  put  together,  fhe  immedi- 
ately made  up  to  him,  and  laid  him  dead  at  her  feet. 
Two  lay  brother  jefuits  fignalized  themfelves  on  this 
occafion,  and  were  dangeroufly  wounded  ;  as  was 
father  Mola,  in  performing  the  perilous  fundions 
of  his  miniftry.  At  length,  the  Mamelus  having 
fet  fire  to  the  church,  where  all  thofe  who  could  not 
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fight  had  fhut  themfeh^es  up,  there  was  a  neceffity 
for  capitulating.  The  conditions  were  pretty  fa-- 
vourable,  but  they  were  foon  broke.  Part  of  thofe 
who  had  fought,  were  butchered  in  cold  blood,  and 
the  reft  thrown  into  chains.  Thefe  banditti  after- 
wards fet  fire  to  the  houfes  ;  and,  carrying  off  even 
feveral  of  thofe  whom  their  paftors  had  ranfomed, 
fpread  themfelves  over  the  country  and  made  a 
great  many  prifoners  there ;  fo  that  fcarce  one- 
fourth  of  the  inhabitants  efcaped  their  fury.  We 
are  told,  that  moft  of  the  captives,  even  the  chil- 
dren, did  great  honour  to  the  chriftian  faith  during 
their  captivity,  though  fome  apoftafied ;  and  be- 
came, in  procefs  of  time,  as  it  ufually  happens,  the 
moft  dangerous  enemies  to  the  religion  they  had 
forfaken. 

Upon  this,  the  redu(5lion  of  St.  Chriftopher, 
but  two  leagues  from  that  of  Jefus-Maria,  was 
immediately  evacuated,  and  the  inhabitants  con- 
ducted to  St.  Anne,  where  the  remains  of  Jefus- 
Maria  had  been  already  transferred.  But  though 
the  paftor  of  Jeftis-Maria  had  by  this  affembied  a 
body  of  fixteen  hundred  men,  it  was  judged  proper 
to  remove  ftili  further,  to  the  Nativity,  at  the  other 
fide  of  the  Iguai,  not  only  thofe,  who  had  taken 
ftielter  at  St.  Anne,  but  likev/ife  the  inhabitants 
themfelves.  This  tranfmigration,  however,  was 
performed  with  great  order.  Detachments  were 
pofted  at  all  the  fords  of  the  river,  except  one, 
which  was  left  naked  in  order  to  draw  the  Mame- 
lus  into  an  ambufcade  in  the  woods,  with  which 
its  banks  are  covered.  The  necefTity  of  thefe  pre- 
cautions foon  became  evident.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore a  large  body  of  Mamelus  crolfed  the  river  by 
the  ford  which  had  been  left  uncovered.  But  they 
foon  fell  into  the  ambufcade  which  had  been  laid  for 
them,  and  were  all  cut  to  pieces.  * 

But 
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But  thefe  prudent  meafures  did  not  hinder  the 
a^rm  from  encreafmg.  It  was  even  flrongly  re- 
ported, that  the  enemy  were  marching  towards  the 
Uruguay  ;  and  that  Ibme  of  their  detachments  had 
already  murdered  feveral  jefuits.  Upon  this, 
therefore,  orders  were  given  to  fet  fire  to  the  re- 
dud:  ions  of  that  province,  and  they  had  already 
begun  to  be  executed,  when  the  provincial  of  the 
jefuits,  having  fortunately  heard  of  them,  gave  di- 
redions  to  proceed  no  further,  till  he  could  examine 
matters  on  the  fpot ;  and  he  immediately  fet  out 
for  that  purpofe.  He  met,  in  his  way,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  redudlions,  that  had  been  already  eva- 
cuated, and,  having  diflributed  them  among  the 
nearefl  towns,,  pofled  to  the  Aflumption  to  require 
alliflance  of  the  governor  of  Paraguay. 

He  reprefented  to  the  governor,  that,  if  he  once 
fuffered  all  the  chrillian  colonies  to  be  deftroyed,  it 
would  no  longer  be  pofTible  to  fecure  a  great  num- 
ber of  Spanifh  fettlements  from  the  Mamelus.  To 
this  Don  Martin  de  Ledefma  made  no  other  anfwer, 
than  that  he  would  have  done  much  better  to 
ftrengthen  the  old  redudlions  than  form  new  ones. 
Father  Boroa  replied,  that,  by  abandoning  the 
province  of  Tape,  and  all  the  courfe  of  the  Uru- 
guay, the  province  of  Parana,  and  even  that  of  Pa- 
raguay, would  have  been  laid  open  to  the  enemy, 
who  could  then  with  impunity  ravage  all  the  coun- 
try to  the  very  gates  of  the  Aflumption,  like  the 
Chiriguanes,  the  Calchaquis,  and  feveral  other  bar- 
barous nations  of  Tucuman.  As  Don  Martin  had 
formerly  been  governor  of  Tucuman,  he  muft 
have  feen  the  force  of  this  argument  much  better 
than  any  one  elfe ;  notwithilanding  which,  he 
thought  proper  not  to  yield  to  it. 

The  fon  of  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  who 
had  the  command  of  the  troops  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  .even  of  th^  capital  itfelf,  ihould  have  taken 

more 
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more  interefl  in  the  prefervation  of  the  churches  On 
the  Uruguay  ;  and  yet  he  proved  equally  deaf  t^ 
the  provincial's  entreaties.  This  father  then  ad- 
dreiied  hinifelf  to  the  inhabitants  of  Corrientes  ;  but 
all  to  no  purpofe.  However,  he  ftill  refolved  not  to 
abandon  the  red u6l ions  that  were  mofh  expofed  to 
danger ;  and,  therefore,  airembled  all  the  Neophytes 
that  had  not  as  yet  any  fixed  habitations  ^  lent  to 
the  nearefl  reductions  for  good  efcorts ;  crolled  the 
Iguai,  where  he  fhiil  encreafed  his  numbers ;  and, 
having  thus  formed  a  pretty  numerous  army,  ad- 
vanced to  the  demoliilied  redudlions,  thinking  lie 
might  ftill  find  the  enemy  there,  and  refcue  thofe 
they  had  made  prifoners.  But  the  Mamelus,  hav- 
ing received  early  notice  of  his  defign,  had  taken 
care  to  defeat  it  by  a  timely  retreat. 

The  provincial,  therefore,  could  now  do  no  more 
than  bury  the  dead  bodies,  which  ftill  lay  expofed 
to  the  beafts  and  birds  of  prey,  in  every  place  where 
any  refiftance  had  been  made.  Afterwards,  find- 
ing that  nothing  v/as  to  be  expelled  from  the  Spa- 
niards, unlefs  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies  inter- 
pofed,  he  v/rote  to  that  tribunal  to  inform  it  of  every 
thing  that  had  happened,  and  of  the  melancholy  fitu- 
ation  of  the  new  chriftians  of  Paraguay.  He  fent 
his  letters  by  a  fhip  bound  to  Portugal  ^  and  he 
thought  he  had  given  them  into  very  fure  hands  ; 
but  they  were  thrown  into  the  fea,  two  hundred 
leagues  from  Lifbon.  Thofe,  however,  who  had 
given  orders  for  fo  doing,  reaped  no  benefit  by  it ; 
for  the  packet  was  found,  fome  time  after,  in  that 
port,  and  carried  to  his  catholic  majefty. 

The  year  following,  the  jefuits  ofPa- 
'^^'  raguay  deputed  father  Diaz  Tano  to 
Rome,  and  father  de  Montayo  to  Madrid.  Their 
bufmefs  was  to  folicit  the  royal  council  of  the 
Indies  for  powerful  aiuftance  againft  the  Ma- 
melus ;    and   acquaint  it   with   the  obftacles   that 
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hindered  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel  in  Paraguay  ; 
that  of  the  former  was  to  give  the  general  of  the 
company  an  account  of  their  affairs  in  that  pro- 
vince, and  obtain  of  him  a  reinforcement  of  mif- 
fionaries.  The  bifhop  of  Tucuman  made  ufe  of 
the  fame  oppportunity  to  write  to  his  catholick  ma- 
jefty  the  following  letter. 

SIRE, 

"  Your  majefty  has  often  given  orders  to  my 
predeceiTors  to  let"  you  know  how  far  the  diocefe 
of  Tucuman  may  fhand  in  need  of  religious  to 
preach  the  gofpel  to  the  natives,  that  the  royal 
council  of  the  Indies  may  be  the  better  able  to  fup- 
ply  its  wants.  As,  therefore,  within  thefe  three 
years  that  I  have  had  the  fpiritual  government  of 
It,  I  have  carefully  vifited  almofl  every  part  of  it, 
I  fhall  lay  before  your  majefly  an  account  of  its 
prefent  ftate. 

This  province,  Sire,  is  more  than  four  hun- 
dred leagues  in  extent  \  contains  eight  Spanifh,  and 
a  great  number  of  Indian  towns,  of  which  the  moft 
inconfiderable  contains  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
thoufand  fouls.  Ail  the  inhabitants  have  been  bap- 
tized, but  moft  of  them  have  renounced  or  forgot 
the  faith,  through  natural  levity  or  want  of  inflruc- 
tion.  Of  thefe  the  jefuits  had  converted  upwards 
of  fifty  thoufand,  but  were  obliged  to  abandon  them 
on  account  of  the  bad  behaviour  of  the  Spaniards^ 
who  in  a  hoftile  manner  entered  the  province  of  Cha- 
co,  whofe  inhabitants  are,  in  general,  very  docile,  live 
together  in  towns,  and  do  not  go  naked  like  other 
Indians.  There  are  eight  of  thefe  towns,  whofe 
inhabitants  are  chriftians  \  but  they  have  no  paftor  ^ 
and  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  them  any,  fmce, 
even  in  the  Spanifh  towns,  there  is  fcarce  a  prieft  ca- 
pable of  performing  the  parochial  fun(5lions.  When 
I  can,  I  fend  fome  ecclefiaflicks  there  twice  a  year 
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to  vifit  them  ;  for  it  is  not  always  I  can  do  that. 
Thus  have  I  the  mortification  of  feeing  perifh,  for 
want  of  alTi  fiance,  a  great  many  fouls,  redeemed 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  committed  to  my  care, 
and  under  the  prote6lion  of  your  majefly. 

In  the  Indian  towns  governed  by  fecular  priefls, 
there  are  many  things  that  want  to  be  reformed. 
Thefe  priefls  know  nothing  ;  and  are  neither  capa- 
ble of  fulfilling  their  own  obligations,  nor  of  in- 
ftru6ling  in  theirs  thofe  committed  to  their  care. 
The  regulars  are  very  few  ;  and  the  religious  of 
St.  Francis,  in  particular,  are  fcarce  fufficient  to 
ferve  their  churches.  There  are,  therefore,  none 
but  the  fathers  of  the  company  that  can  exonerate 
your  majefly's  confcience.  In  all  their  houfes, 
there  are  labourers  ready,  both  night  and  day,  to 
do  every  thing  required  of  them.  They  inflrudt 
the  children,  vifit  the  fick,  aflifl  the  dying,  and 
are  particularly  careful  of  the  Indians  and  Negroes. 
For  this  reafon  I  have  entreated  their  provincial, 
lately  arrived  with  fome  other  jefuits,  to  hold  an 
alfembly  of  his  order,  in  the  city  of  Corduba, 
where  I  am  now  on  a  vifitation,  to  fend  fome  evange- 
lical labourers  to  Chaco,  that  the  inhabitants,  who 
have  already  fome  pretty  good  notions  of  the  chrif- 
tian  religion,  may  by  gentle  means  be  reduced  to 
the  obedience  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  I  have,  at  the  fame 
time,  conjured  him  to  fpare  fome  preachers  to  the 
mofl  unprovided  quarters  of  my  diocefe,  in  or- 
der to  endeavour  the  reformation  of  the  Spani- 
ards, the  Portuguefe  and  the  Metis,  whofe  dilTolute 
lives  greatly  fcandalize  the  Indians  ;  and  to  admi- 
nifler  the  facraments,  v/liich  are  now  fcarce  known 
among  them, 

To  this  he  anfwered,  that  his  religious  could 
not  comply  with  my  requefl,  without  expofing 
themfelves  to  the  fame  perfecution,  they  have  fuf- 
fered  for  fome  years  pad,  in  the  province  of  Para- 
guay, 
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guay,  from  the  Spaniards,  the  inhabitants  of  St- 
Paul  of  Piratiningue,  and  the  Tupis.  In  fadl,  the 
Spaniards  are  greatly  prejudiced  againfh  them,  be- 
caufe,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  they  maintain 
the  Indians  in  the  pollellion  of  that  liberty  which 
your  majelty  has  been  pleafed  to  grant  them.  How- 
ever, as  foon  as  he  faw  I  fpoke  to  him  in  your  ma- 
jefty's  name,  and  that  what  I  required  fo  nearly  re- 
garded God's  fervice,  he  fent  orders,  in  conformity, 
to  all  the  fathers  of  his  province  ;  and  I  am  fatis- 
fied  they  will  leave  all  their  houfes  empty,  rather 
than  not  comply  with  them.  But,  unhappily,  their 
numbers  are  very  fmall. 

I,  THEREFORE,  conjurc  your  majcfty  by  the  bowels 
of  Jelus  Chrift,  and  by  the  inefbimable  value  of  fo 
many  fouls,  whofe  falvation  this  divine  Saviour 
has  charged  me  to  procure,  and  for  whom  he  died 
on  the  crofs,  to  fend  me  forty  fathers  of  the  com- 
pany, with  ftridt  orders  not  to  flop  to  exercife  their 
zeal  any  where  but  in  the  diocefe  of  Tucuman  ; 
for,  I  do  not  believe  there  is,  in  all  the  world,  one 
more  deflitute  of  fpiritual  afliflance.  I  may  even 
fafely  alfure  your  majefty,  that,  if  my  whole  reve- 
nue, which  does  not  exceed  four  thoufand  crowns, 
was  not  already  irrevocably  appropriated,  I  would 
fend  for  thefe  religious  at  my  own  expence.  But 
I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  difcharged  my  duty  by  laying 
before  your  majefty,  the  fovereign  ot  thefe  pro- 
vinces, and  the  patron  of  their  churches,  the  me- 
lancholy fituation  of  mine  in  particular,  and  the 
remedies  that  may  be  applied  to  it.  God  keep 
and  preferve  your  royal  perfon  for  the  defence  of  re- 
ligion. At  Corduba  of  Tucuman,  the  eighteenth 
day  of  Odober,  1 637 ." 

The  letter  of  Don  Pedro  Eftevan  d'Avila, 
which  he  gave  with  his  own  hands  to  the  depu- 
ties, when  going  to  embark  at  Buenos  Ayres,  con- 
tains the  following  particulars,  "  I  had  been  in- 
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formed  of  the  diforders  committed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  St.  Paul  of  Brazil,  in  the  reductions  or 
mifTions,  which  the  fathers  of  the  company  of  Jefus 
have  eflabliflied,  within  thisjurifdidlion,  on  the  Uru- 
guay, and  in  Tape' ;  and,  at  my  arrival  at  Rio  Ja- 
neyro,  I  found  thai  I  had  heard  nothing  but  what 
was  exadlly  true  ;  for  I  faw  expofed  to  fale,  in  that 
port,  fome  Indians,  whom  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul 
brought  there  as  publickly  as  if  they  had  been  made 
ilaves  with  your  majefty's  confent.  I  afterwards  re- 
ceived the  mofh  convincing  proofs,    that,  from  the 
year  1628  to  1630,  the  fame  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul 
had  carried  off  fixty  thoufand  fouls  from  the  reduc- 
tions of  this  province  and  thofe  of  Paraguay,  where 
they  exercifed  the  greatefl  cruelties,  behaving  in  a 
manner  that  one  would  fcarce  think  pofTible  for 
men,    who  called  themfelves  chriflians    and  ca- 
tholicks. 

Being  defirous  of  putting  a  flop  to  thefe  enor- 
mities, I  wrote  to  Don  Martin  de  Sa,  at  that  time 
governor  of  this  province,  to  induce  him  to  do, 
what  I  now  befeech  5^our  majefty  to  dire(ft.   I  like- 
wife  fend  your  majefty  his  anfwer  to  my  letter.     I 
hope  from  your  majefty's  piety  and  juftice,  that 
you  will  put  a  ftop  to  this  fcandal,  by  giving  the 
moft  exprefs  orders  to  hinder  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Paul  from  entering  thefe  provinces,  through  which 
they  would  foon  find  out  a  paffage  to  Peru,    as  fa- 
ther Anthony  Ruiz,  of  the  company  of  Jefus,   now 
on  his  departure  for  Spain  on  affairs  of  the  laft  im- 
portance to  church  and  ftate,  can  more  amply  in- 
form your  majefty." 


End  of  the  Sixth  Book. 
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Tbe  new  chrijlians  of  the  redu^ions  in  the  neighbour- 
•  hood  of  the  Uruguay^  after  making  head^  with  va- 
rious fiiccefsy  againji  the  Mamelus^  are  removed  hy 
their  pajiors  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Parana  -,  are 
allowed  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  -,  entirely  defeat^  tin-- 
der  the  command  of  the  governor  of  Paraguay^  a 
large  body  of  the  Mamelus.  Lake  with  floating 
Iflands.  Renegadoes  and  outlaws^  who  had  taken 
Jhelter  in  them^  defeated  by  the  new  chrijlians.  The 
Pope  excommunicates  the  Mamelus  and  their  abet" 
tors.  Ferment  occajioned  thereby  in  Brazil.  Duke 
of  Braganca  afcends  the  throne  of  Portugal.  New 
.  regulations  of  the  court  of  Madrid  in  favour  of  the 
Indians  of  Paraguay^  particularly  the  chrijlian  In- 
dians carried  off  by  the  Mamelus.  Attempt  to  civi- 
lize and  convert  two  Indian  nations  called  Mataranes 
and  Abipones.  Their  manners  and  cufloms.  Pro- 
grefs  of  the  gofpel  in  Paraguay  checked  hy  an  edi5l  of 
the  coiirt  of  Madrid.,  forbidding  any  but  the  natu- 
ral born  fubjeds  of  Spain  to  pajs  over  as  mijffion- 
aries  into  Paraguay.  Engagements  by  water  and 
land  between  the  Mamelus  and  the  new  chrijlians^ 
in  which  the  former  are  entirely  defeated.  Don 
Bernardin  de  Cardenas  named  bijhop  oj  the  Affumpti- 
Qn\  abufes  his  fpiritual  power.,  and  encroaches  on  the 
civil.,  to  the  fubverjion  of  all  order  in  church  and 
Jlate  ;  begins  to  inveigh  againji  the  jefuits.  Leave. 
the  AJfumption,  but  returns  again^  in  order  to  drive 
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the  jefuits  out  of  it ;  being  wfappomted  in  the  at- 
tempt^ entrenches  him/elfin  the  francifcan  convent ; 
is  declared  by  his  clergy  an  intruder  into  the  diocefe  ; 
and  leaves  the  capital ;  adjudged^  on  his  own  confef- 
Jion^  an  intruder  by  the  fee  of  Rome, 


THE  evil  complained  of  in  the  letter  from  the 
bilhop  of  Tucuman,  with  which  we  have 
finifhed  our  lafl:  book,  was  flill  more  preiiing  than 
his  lordfhip  imagined  it.  But,  however  impa.- 
tient  the  two  deputies  were  to  get  to^  Europe, 
they  were  delayed  more  than  fix  months, at  Rio 
Janeiro,  probably  for  want  of  a  (hip  to  purfue 
their  voyage.  They  exerted  themfelves,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  convince  the  Portugueze,  how  un- 
worthy of  men  of  honour  the  Have  trade  was 
which  they  carried  on  with  the  Mamelus  ;  and  con- 
jured them  to  refled:  ferioufly  on  the  rigorous  ac- 
count, to  which  they  mufh  fooner  or  later  be  called 
for  it  by  God,  and  his  catholick  majefly  their  fbve- 
reign.  Father  de  Montoya  even  fpoke  more  than 
once  from  the  pulpit  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and 
his  remonftrances  were  not  altogether  fruitlefs. 
Several  perfons  {0,1  at  liberty  the  redudlion  In- 
dians they  had  bought  from  the  Mamelus  ;  and 
the  magiflrates  ilri(flly  forbid  them  to  buy  any  for 
the  future. 

We  fhall  now  leave  tl-ie- deputies  for  a  time  to 
continue  their  voyage ;  and  return  to  the  reductions, 
which  were  likely  to  be  no  fmall  lofers  by  the  abfence 
of  Father  de  Montoya,  who  had  governed  them  for 
fome  time  paft  ;  it  being  no  eafy  matter  to  find  a 
perfon  equally  qualified  for  fo  arduous  a  tafk,  efpe- 
ciaily  in  the  prefent  perilous  circumflances.  How- 
ever, the  choice,  which  the  provincial  made  of  father 
Diego  Alfero  to  fucceed  him  met  with  univerfa! 

applaufe, 
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applaufe.  This  milfionary  was  equally  confpi- 
cuoLis  for  his  refolution  and  good  fenfe  ^  and 
ftill  of  an  age  equal  to  the  greateft  fatigues.  Nor 
was  it  long  before  he  had  opportunities  of  juflifying 
the  favourable  opinion  the  world  entertained  of 
him ;  the  Mamelus  being  by  this  more  enraged  than 
ever  againft  the  new  chriflians  of  Tape,  where  there 
nov/  remained  but  the  redudlions  of  St.  Joachim, 
St.  Therefa,  and  St.  Anne.  For,  there  appearing 
no  probability  of  being  able  to  fupport  the  fir  ft 
of  thefe  redudiions  againft  an  enemy,  whofe  fury 
only  encreafed  in  proportion  to  the  refiftance  and 
even  the  fuccelTes  of  the  new  chriftians  againft 
them,  it  was  refolved  to  remove  it  nearer  to  the 
Uruguay. 

But  the  milTionaries  found  it  a  much  harder 
matter,  than  they  at  firft  thought  it  would  be,  to 
make  the  Neophytes  confent  to  this  tranfmigration. 
They  reprefented,  that  the  country,  to  which  thefe 
fathers  propofed  to  condudl  them,  was  little  lefs 
expofed  to  the  infults  of  the  enemy  than  their  own  ; 
and  no  arguments  were  found  fufficient  to  convince 
them  of  their  miftake.  They  even  carried  their 
difcontent  to  fome  difagreeable  lengths.  Several 
fted  ;  and  fome  forgot  themfelves  fo  far  as  to 
confpire  againft  the  lives  of  their  paftors.  The 
greateft  number  fo  obftinately  perfifted  in  their  un- 
willingnefs  to  remove,  that,  to  oblige  them  to  it, 
it  was  at  laft  found  abfolutely  necell'ary  to  fet  fire 
to  tlie  town.  But,  even  then,  numbers  of  them 
difperfed  feveral  ways.  One  of  the  millionaries 
was  obliged  to  follow  a  great  number  towards  the 
Caap'is  or  Caapagiias^  v/hilft  two  others  conducted 
the  reft  to  St.  Therefa. 

The  milTionaries  did  not  intend  to  leave  their 
Neophytes  at  St.  Therefa  ;  they  had  even  traced 
out,  pretty  near  that  redudion,  the  plan  of  another 
for  thefe  poor  fugitives,  of  v/hom  they  had,  by  this, 
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colledled  fix  hundred  families.  But  a  new  alarm 
made  it  prudent  to  conducft  them  flill  further. 
Some  time  after,  St.  Therefa  was  furprized,  and  all 
its  inhabitants  carried  off.  Their  paftojs  offered 
to  ranfom  them,  but  the  Mamelus  afked  a  great 
deal  more,  than  it  was  in  their  power  to  give. 
This  happened  a  few  days  before  Chriflmas  ;  yet, 
on  Chriftmas-day  thefe  banditti  came  to  the  church, 
every  man  with  a  taper  in  his  hand,  in  order  to 
hear  the  three  malfes  of  one  of  the  fathers,  v/ho, 
the  minute  he  had  finifhed  them,  got  into  the  pul- 
pit, and  reproached  them,  in  the  bitterefl  terms, 
with  their  injuflice  and  cruelty.  But  they  could  not 
have  liflened  to  him  with  more  calmnefs,  if  what 
he  faid  did  not  any  way  concern  them.  When  he 
had  done,  however,  they  granted  him  the  liberty 
of  tv/o  children,  who  ferved  at  the  altar.  ,  At 
length,  the  two  fathers,  finding  it  impoflible  to  ob- 
tain any  more  prifoners  from  them,  buried  all  the 
facred  velTels  and  altar  ornaments  they  could  not 
take  away  with  them,  and  fet  out  for  the  Uru- 
guay.       ^  . 

On  their  way,  they  met  with  feveral  Neophytes 
wandering  in  the  forefts  ;  and  one  of  them  con- 
dudted  thefe  poor  fcattered  remains  to  the  reduc- 
tions on  the  Parana,  where  they  were  received  with 
open  arms.  Some  time  after  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Anne,  having  received  timely  notice  of  the 
approach  of  the  Mamelus,  difperfed  to  avoid  fall- 
ing into  their  hands  ;  and  mofl  of  them  being  but 
profelytes,  they  foon  took  a  new  liking  to  the  va- 
gabond \7ay  of  life,  in  which  they  had  been 
brought  up.  Several  even  fuffered  themfelves  to 
be  periuaded,  that  the  miflionaries  had  aflembled 
them  merely  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  Mamelus, 
who,  themfelves,  every  where  propagated  this  ca- 
lumny ;  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  all  the  new  chriftians 
gave  fuch  credit  to  it,  that  the  paftors  were  in  con- 
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Hant  danger  of  being  murdered  by  them.  They 
infuked  father  Alfero  feveral  times  ;  and  one  day 
carried  off  his  chapel,  and  profaned  the  facred  vef- 
fels  in  his  prefence.  In  Ihort,  they  fuddenly  de- 
ferted  fo  many  redudlions,  that  it  was  thought  re- 
quifite  to  remove  the  inhabitants  of  the  reil  tos^^ards 
the  Parana,  where  the  florm,  however,  foon  follow- 
ed them.  The  alarm  even  gained  the  Itatines,  now 
united  into  reductions,  though  in  a  place  where 
there  was  no  probability  that  the  Mamelus  would 
ever  come  to  attack  them. 

r.  The  Mamelus  foon  after  fell  upon  the 

^73  'Sy-  province  of  Uruguay ;  and,  fo  early  as  the 
month  of  January  1638,  the  reductions  of  St.  Charles 
and  the  Apollles  had  been  abandoned  by  their  in- 
habitants, though  v/eil  able  to  defend  themfeives, 
as  were,  likewife,  thofe  of  fome  other  reductions  in 
the  neighbourhood,  had  they  but  joined  for  that 
purpofe.  But  fuch  a  conflernation  had  feized  therq, 
that  they  no  longer  liftened  to  the  voice  of  their 
paftors.  There  happened,  however,  one  pretty 
imart  Ikirmifh,  in  which  thirteen  hundred  chrif- 
tians,  who  ventured  to  make  head  againft  the  Ma- 
melus, had  at  fir  ft  fome  advantage  ;  but,  a  fudden 
panick  having  feized  them,  they  retreated  to  their 
red ud ion  and  fet  fire  to  it,  though  the  enemy  had 
not  purfued  them.  Some  days  after,  however, 
on  receiving  a  reinforcement,  they  marched  back 
to  the  place  where  they  had  left  the  Mamelus,  who 
after  retreating  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Indians 
had  fled,  were  likewife  returned  to  it.  Upon  this, 
a  new  battle  enfued,  and  the  chriftians  obtained  a 
compleat  victory ;  but,  unhappily,  they  knew  not 
how  to  improve  it.  They  even  permitted  them- 
feives to  be  fo  far  thrown  off  their  guard  by  this 
little  fuccefs,  that  they  fell  into  an  ambufcade, 
where,  however,  very  few  of  them  perifhed.  They 
fnight  have  eafily  cut  to  pieces  thofe  who  had 
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drawn  them  into  it,  had  it  been  in  the  power  of- 
their  leaders  to  bring  them  back  to  the  charge. 
But,  fo  far  from  being  even  able  to  rally  them,  they 
could  not  flop  them  till  they  had  reached  the  banks 
of  the  Piratiny. 

Some  time  after  this,  on  a  report  that  the  Ma- 
melus  were  marching  back  to  Brazil,  feveral  Neo- 
phytes returned  to  their  reductions  ^  but  the  Ma- 
melus  appeared  again,  before  they  were  well  fettled 
in  them.  However,  they  waited  for  thefe  banditti 
with  great  bravery ;  and,  after  a  pretty  fmart  fkir- 
mifh,  both  parties  feparated  without  any  lofs  on 
either  fide.  The  Mamelus  now  finding,  that  open 
force  was  no  longer  likely  to  fucceed  with  them, 
had  recourfe  to  ftratagem ;  but  they  got  nothing 
by  it.  Soon  after,  both  parties  came  to  blows 
again ;  but  the  Neophytes,  betrayed  by  one  of  their 
leaders,  were  obliged  to  take  to  their  heels ;  and 
never  looked  behind  them,  till  they  got  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  Uruguay.  This  defeat  was  followed  by 
the  ruin  of  the  redudion  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  the 
evacuation  of  all  the  country  between  the  Uruguay 
and  the  Piratiny. 

The  miflionaries  made  fuch  good  ufe  of  this 
event  to  convince  all  the  new  chriilians  that  flill  re- 
mained in  that  province,  and  thofe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Parana,  how  necelTary  it  was  to 
exert  themfelves  to  prevent  their  total  ruin,  that 
they  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to  raife  an  army, 
which,  from  the  banks  of  the  Uruguay,  where  it 
had  been  formed,  advanced  to  the  Piratiny.  Father 
Alfaro,  who  accompanied  it,  having  here  received 
advice,  that  the  Mamelus  were  in  full  march  to- 
wards Brazil,  the  Indian  army  immediately  fet 
out  again  in  purfuit  of  them ;  and,  having  at  lafl 
overtaken  them,  Ikirmifhed  with  them  feveral  days 
together,  before  either  fide  could  boaft  of  any  de- 
ciuve  advantage  over  the  other.     At  lafl,  fifteen 
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hundred  men,  with  which  one  of  the  mifTionaries 
had  re-inforced  the  chrillians,  gave  them  fuch  afu- 
periority,  that  the  Mamekis  were  obliged  to  in- 
trench themfelves,  to  avoid  being  all  cut  to  pieces. 
The  Neophytes,  upon  this,  unable  to  force  the  in- 
trenchment,  blocked  them  up,  and  by  that  means 
reduced  the  enemy  to  fuch  extremities,  that  they 
had  no  other  choice  left  but  to  furrender  at  dif- 
cretion,  or  make  a  defperate  pufh  to  open  them- 
felves a  way  through  the  befiegers. 

The  new  chriflians,  perhaps,  would  have  yielded 
to  fo  fudden  and  unexpedlied  an  attack,  were  it  not 
for  the  timely  arrival  of  another  reinforcement, 
though  it  confifted  of  no  more  than  eleven  Spaniards, 
whom  the  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata  had  fent  to 
examine  into  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  this  province, 
and  who,  after  a  march  of  two  hundred  leagues, 
found  themfelves,  as  it  were,  by  mere  accident, 
within  fight  of  the  intrenchment,  juft  as  the  Neo- 
phytes began  to  lofe  ground  and  difperfe.  But 
as  foon  as  they  fpied  the  Spaniards,  they  took  heart 
again  ;  and  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  rallied  by 
their  commander,  and  led  back  to  the  charge. 
The  Mamelus,  upon  this,  imagining  the  reinforce- 
ment flronger  than  it  really  was,  called  out  for 
quarters,  and  accepted  it  on  whatever  terms  the 
chriftians  were  pleafed  to  require.  Father  Alfaro 
advanced  to  fpeak  to  them ;  and  began  by  declaring 
them  excommunicated,  according  to  the  orders  he 
had  received  for  that  purpofe  from  the  bifhop  of 
Buenos  Ayres.  He  then  required  of  them  an  oath, 
that  for  the  future  they  would  never  commit  any 
hoflility  againfl  the  chriflian  reductions  ;  and  they 
immediately  complied.  The  miffionary,  how- 
ever, fully  convinced,  that  the  anathemas  of  the 
church  and  their  own  imprecations  were  too  weak 
a  reftraint  upon  fuch  abandoned  wretches,  was  for 
taking  more  efFedual  precautions  againil  them; 

and 
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and  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  make  the  officer, 
who  commanded  the  Spaniards,  fenfible  of  the  ne- 
ceil'ity  there  was  for  doing  fo  -,  but  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe ;  he  was  not  to  be  perfuaded  ;  fo  that  the  Ma- 
melus  were  permitted  to  efcape,  without  giving 
any  further  fecurity  for  their  good  behaviour. 

The  confequences  of  this  imprudent  flep  were 
much  worfe,  perhaps,  than  the  fuperior  of  the 
million  imagined.  New  gangs  of  the  Mame- 
lus  croiTed  the  Igai  ;  and  the  chriflians  were  on 
the  point  of  feeing  themfelves  again  expofed  to  all 
the  horrors,  with  which  they  had  already  been  fur- 
rounded,  if  father  de  Boroa  had  not  had  influence 
enough  over  them,  to  prevail  on  them  to  form  a 
new  army,  which  foon  made  all  the  parties  of-  the 
enel^iy  difappear.  But  this  difgrace  could  neither 
cure  them  of  their  intention  to  return  with  frefh 
forces,  nor  of  the  hopes  of  being  more  fuccefsful 
another  jme  ;  and,  at  lafl:,  the  miffionaries  per- 
ceived, that  it  would  be  the  height  of  imprudence 
to  leave  the  Neophytes  any  longer  in  a  country, 
every  minute  liable  to  become  the  theatre  of  a  war, 
by  which,  however  fuccefsful,  they  could  be  no 
gainers  ;  and  which,  confidering  the  difparity  of 
their  arms,  could  not  be  expedled  to  terminate, 
otherwife  than  in  the  utter  ruin  of  a  church  which 
it  had  coll  them  fo  much  to  form.  The  provincial, 
therefore,  concluded,  that  no  time  fhould  be  loft 
in  conducting  all  the  Neophytes,  that  could  be  ga- 
thered together,  to  places,  where  they  might  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  fuch  implacable  enemies. 

The  chief  difficulty,  that  attended  this  tranf- 
migration,  was  that  of  making  the  Neophytes  con- 
fent  to  it  ;  moft  of  them  having  declared,  that  they 
would  rather  run  all  the  rifks,  to  which  their  conti- 
nuing where  they  were  might  expofe  them,  than 
roam  into  a  diftant  country,  in  queft  of  what  others 
might  call  an  afylum,  but  which  they  Ihould  always 
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confideras  a  place  of  banifhment.  It,  therefore,  coll 
no  fmall  time,  refolution  and  addrefs,  to  bring  them 
to  do  that,  on  which,  in  the  main,  they  could  not 
but  be  convinced  their  fafety  depended.  This  done, 
it  was  refolved  to  fix  them  between  the  Uruguay  and 
the  Parana,  near  the  place  where  thefe  two  great  ri- 
vers approach  within  about  fifteen  leagues  of  each 
other,  in  order  to  give  them  two  barriers  eafy  to  de- 
fend, and  an  opportunity  of  being  more  readily  fuc- 
coured.  This  projccfl,  however,  met  with  many 
obflacles  ^  but,  means  being  found  to  furmount 
them,  it  was  at  lafl  executed  in  the  following  man- 
ner. 

This  great  multitude  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, were  formed  into  three  divifions.  Father 
Chriflopher  de  Arenas  was  charged  with  the  firfh  ; 
and  it  was  as  much  as  he  could  do,  with  all  his  cou- 
rage and  induflry,  to  condudt  them  to  the  fpot  af- 
figned  him.  Part  of  them  difbanded  on  the  road, 
and  he  had  much  ado  to  make  them  return.  Seve- 
ral wanted  to  flop  in  places,  that  were  accellible  only 
to  favages,  and  where,  of  courfe,  they  muft  foon 
have  relapfed  into  their  old  way  of  living ;  but  he 
followed  them  every  where,  and  often  expofed  his 
life  to  bring  them  back.  Some  of  them  revolted 
openly,  and  even  employed  fuch  threats,  as  might 
have  difconcerted  a  man  of  lefs  zeal  and  refolution. 
At  length,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  them 
crofs  the  Parana,  where  he  had  orders  to  diftributc 
them  among  the  redudlions  of  that  province,  till 
they  could  build  towns  for  themfelves.  It  was  at 
the  paflage  of  this  river  that  the  fpirit  of  mutiny 
chiefly  manifefted  itfelf,  as  they  all  took  it  into  their 
heads,  that  the  father  was  going  to  deliver  them  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  leaders  of  thefecond  divifion  had  flill  more 
to  fuffer,  though  a  great  deal  lefs  than  thofe  of  the 
third,  not  to  lofe  more  of  their  flock,  than  even  the 
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Mamelus  had  carried  off  from  them.  The  perfon? 
who  fpared  himfelf  leall  upon  this  occafion,  was 
the  provincial ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  this  important 
enterprize  was  due  chiefly  to  his  courage,  his 
prudence,  and  his  unalterable  meeknefs.  Twelve 
thoufand  Indians,  exclufive  of  women  and  children, 
v/ere  thus  happily  coUedted  together,  in  places 
where  it  was  not  poffible  to  furprize  them  j  and 
from  which  they  could  eafily  return  to  their  anci- 
ent habitations,  as  foon  as  they  fhould  find  them- 
ielves  in  a  condition  to  maintain  their  ground  there, 
which  foon  after  happened  to  be  the  cafe.  Some 
milTionaries  were  then  detached  in  queft  of  thofe 
who  had  feparated  from  the  main  body,  in  order  to 
bring  them  back  to  the  fold ;  and  they  not  only 
fucceeded  in  their  errand,  but  had  the  confolation 
of  gaining  over  to  Jefus  Chrifl  feveral  infidels, 
who  could  not  help  being  charmed  with  their  cha- 
rity and  paftoral  folicitude.  No  time  was  lofl  in 
building  huts  to  lodge  this  great  multitude ;  and 
in  putting  them  in  a  condition  to  provide  by  labour 
for  all  their  other  wants. 

Bu  T  it  was  not  enoudi  to  fecure  thefe  new  chrifl 
tians  againfl  a  furprize.  Their  chiefs  reprefented 
to  the  provincial,  that,  as  long  as  they  could  not 
engage  the  Mamelus  with  equal  arms,  it  was  im- 
pollible  they  fliould  not  become  a  prey  to  them 
in  the  end,  in  fpite  of  all  the  precautions  that 
could  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  Of  this  father  Eoroa 
and  all  the  milTionaries  were 'equally  convinced. 
But  it  was  confidered,  in  Spain,  as  a  maxim  of 
flate^  not  to  introduce  the  ufe  of  fire  arms  among 
the  Indians ;  and  no  precaution,  it  muft  be  allowed, 
could  be  wifer  in  regard  to  the  Indians  given  in. 
command,  and  v/ho  lived  intermixed  with  the 
Spaniards.  Thefe  it  imported  greatly  to  keep 
iinder  fubie(?tion.     But  this  was  not  the  cafe  with 
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the  Indians  we  are  now  fpeaking  of.  The  fidelity 
of  the  firfl,  whofe  fubmilfion  was  involuntary,  could 
only  be  depended  upon,  in  proportion  to  their  ina- 
bility to  fhake  off  the  yoke  ;  whereas,  that  of  the 
fecond  being  voluntary,  and  the  advantages  of  it  to 
them  very  confpicuous,  they  could  have  no  motive 
to  revolt,  as  long  as  no  attempts  were  made  upon 
their  liberty,  in  the  pofTefiion  of  which  the  fove- 
reign  had  promifed  to  maintain  them. 

Besides,  they  were  the  only  Spanifh  Indians,  on 
whom  the  provinces  of  Paraguay  and  Rio  de  la  Plata 
could  depend  for  a  barrier  againfl  the  enterprizes  of 
the  Portugueze  and  the  Indians  of  the  frontiers  of 
Brazil,  who  did  not  deflroy  the  towns  of  Xerez, 
Villarica,  and  Ciudad  Real ;  open  themfelves  a  paP 
fage  to  Peru,  through  the  North  of  Paraguay ;  and 
take  polfefTion  of  the  rich  gold  mines  oi  Quay  aha  and 
of  Monte grojjo^  of  which  I  fhall  fpeak  hereafter  ^  till 
they  had  firfl  ruined  the  redu<5lions  of  the  province 
of  Guayra.  It  is,  no  doubt,  very  furprizing,  that 
the  Spanifli  governors,  to  whom  the  mifTionaries 
made  reiterated  reprefentations  on  that  head,  fliould 
have  paid  fo  little  regard  to  them.  But  they  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  prejudiced  againft  thefe  mif- 
fionaries  by  perfons,  who  had  nothing  in  view  but 
their  own  private  intereft,  which  they,  befides,  ve- 
ry ill  underftood,  and  to  which  they  facrificed  that 
of  both  church  and  flate,  from  an  unwillingnefs  to 
fee  any  of  the  natives  become  chriflians,  but  fuch  as 
they  could  make  flaves  of. 

Ok  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  the  gover- 
nors, even  thofe  who  had  the  welfare  of  the  new 
chriflians  mofl  at  heart,  were  of  opinion,  they 
ought  not  to  take  upon  themfelves  to  meddle  in  fo 
delicate  an  affair,  as  that  of  granting  the  ufe  of  fire 
arms  to  the  new  chriflians.  And  father  de  Bo- 
roa,  perhaps,  thought  it  dangerous  to  mention  it 
to  them,  lefl,  his  projedl  coming  to  tranfpire,  fome 
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oppofitions  might  be  made  to  it,  which  it  would  be 
a  difficult  matter  to  remove.  But  in  the  inflrudli* 
ons,  which. he  gave  father  de  Montoya,  on  that 
miilionary's  fetting  out  for  Madrid,  he  had  ex- 
Pa  efsly  recommended  that  article  to  him.  Accord- 
ingly, father  de  Montoya  propofed  it  to  the  royal 
council  of  the  Indies  ;  and  reprefented  to  that  tribu- 
nal the  abfolute  impoflibility  of  preferving  the  re- 
dudtions,  expofed  as  they  were  to  the  incurfions  of 
the  Portugueze  and  Indians  of  Brazil,  if  the  Neo- 
phytes were  any  longer  refufed  the  ufe  of  fire  arms. 

He  knew  very  well,  that  it  would  be  objected, 
that,  if  thefe  Indians,  on  feeing  thcmfeives  as 
well  armed  as  the  Spaniards,  fhould  take  it  into 
their  heads  to  revolt,  it  would  be  impofEble  to 
reduce  them  ;  feeing  it  was  impoHible  to  con- 
quer them,  when  they  had  no  other  arms  but 
their  arrows  and  their  mancanas.  But  he  ob- 
viated this  objedlion,  by  faying,  that  the  milli- 
onaries  did  not  intend  to  leave  thefe  arms  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  Neophytes ;  that  they  were  re- 
folved  to  keep  them  themfelves,  with  all  their 
ammunition,  and  never  put  them  into  their  hands^ 
but  when  they  had  good  grounds  to  fear  fome 
irruption  -,  nor  even  keep  more  in  the  redudtionSy 
than  what  were  neceilary  to  avoid  being  furprized, 
but  depofit  all  the  reft  at  the  AlTumption.  He 
added,  that,  with  his  majefty's  leave,  both  arms 
and  ammunition  fhould  be  purchafed  with  the  alms 
they  might  receive,  fo  that  their  lordfhips  need  not 
fear  their  cofting  the  royal  treafury  a  fnigle  far- 
thing ;  and  that,  to  inftrud:  the  Indians  in  the  ufe 
of  thefe  arms,  fome  lay-brother  jefuits,  who  had 
ferved  in  the  army,  fhould  bq  fent  for  to  the  king- 
dom of  Chili. 

The  king  approved  father  de  Montoya's  rea- 
fons,  and  judged  the  precautions,  with  which  he 
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f  jpported  them,    fufficient  to  anfvver  the  purpofe. 
His  majefty,    therefore,    granted  every  thing  the 
miflionaries  afked  ^  and  ordered  his  miniflers  to  give 
fuitable  diredions  to  the  viceroy  and  the  governors 
of  the  province  of  Paraguay.     Several  perfons  have 
fince  laboured  very  hard  to  obtain  a  revocation  of 
this  indulgence ;    but  the  catholick  king,  who  foon 
faw  it  was  the  befl  flep  they  could  take,  would  ne- 
ver liflen  to  any  propolals  for  altering  the  regulations 
made  on  that  head ;  and  never  have  had  occafion  to 
repent  their  fleadinefs.      In  fadt,  not  only  neither 
the  Mamelus  nor  their  allies  have  dared  to  ihew 
their  faces  in  the  chriftian  reductions,  or  have  been 
able  to  penetrate  with  impunity  into  the  provinces 
where  they  are  fituated  ;  but  there  has  arifen  among 
thefe  Neophytes  a  militia,  which,  for  more  than  an 
age  paft,  has  been  the  greatefl:  refource  of  their  fove- 
reign  in  this  part  of  South  America,  againft  both  fo- 
reign and  domeflic  enemies ;    and  which,  notwith- 
llanding,  it  does  not  cofl  him  a  fmgle  farthing  to 
pay  or  to  maintain,  as  we  fhall  foon  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  demonftrate.     But  what  is  flill  molt  fur- 
prizing  in  thefe  Indian  troops,  the  glory  they  have 
acquired  by  their  vi6lories,  fo  far  from  puffing  up 
their  hearts,  and  giving  them  an  air  of  liberty  and 
independence,   as  might  be  naturally  apprehended, 
has  put  a  ftop  to  thofe  mutinies,  which  their  reite- 
rated misfortunes  had  ufed  before  to  occafion ;  fo 
that  their  pafhors  have  never  found  them  more  fub- 
miflive  and  docile,  than  fince  they  procured  them 
the  means  of  living  free  from  the  apprehenfions  of 
feeing  their  peace  difhurbed.     Thofe,  in  a  word, 
whofe  valour  is  the  furefh  palladium  of  the  publick 
fecurity,  are  the  firfl  to  give,   on  every  occafion, 
proofs  of  the  mofb  inviolable  loyalty,  and  the  mofl 
exemplary  devotion. 

The  miiTionaries  could  eafily  forefee  this  happy 
alteration,  from  the  minute  the  Indians  difcovered 
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the  meafures  thefe  fathers  had  taken,  to  put  them 
in  a  condition  of  no  longer  fearing  any  thing  from 
their  enemies.  All  murmuring  immediately  ceafed ; 
and  fome  j emits  took  advantage  of  this  calm  ta 
lake  the  field,  and  run  over  the  province  of  Tape, 
and  the  neighbouring  diflridls,  in  queft  of  thofe, 
who,  at  the  approach  of  the  Mamelus,  had  taken 
fhelter  ihere  in  the  v^oods  and  mountains  ;  and 
they  had  the  good  fortune  to  pick  up  a  great  num- 
ber of  them,  v/hom  they  conduced  to  Itapita, 
They,  next,  turned  their  thoughts  to  the  replacing 
of  thofe,  v/ho  had  been  carried  off  into  Brazil,  or 
whom  they  had  lofl  by  death  or  defer tion  ;  and 
father  Antonio  Palermo,  followed  by  a  company 
of  the  mofh  fervent  chriftians,  coafted  the  Parana, 
by  land,  from  its  difcharge  into  the  Paraguay  to 
the  place  where  it  receives  the  Monday  ;  baptized 
feveral  dying  infants  in  this  long  and  painful  courfe  ; 
and  returned  to  his  church  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  profelytes. 

Hov^EVER,  the  indulgence,  with  which  the  Ma- 
melus had  been  treated  the  preceding  year,  and 
which  had  prevented  their  entire  defeat,  proved  a 
great  obftacle  to  the  entire  re-union  of  the  Neo- 
phytes,  who  had  difperfed  through  fear  of  feeing 
the  war  break  out  again  ;  and  this  fear  was  fo  much 
the  more  reafonable,  as  fome  parties  of  the  enemy 
frequently  made  their  appearance  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  thofe  places,  where  reductions  had 
formerly  fliood.  One  of  thefe  parties  furprized  two 
young  Indians,  that  attended  two  miflionaries  then 
emiployed  in  fcov/ering  the  fame  country  in  queft  of 
the  difperfed  chriftians ;  and  thought  they  had  fuf- 
ficiently  fecured  them  by  tying  their  hands.  But, 
one  night  that  thefe  children  lay  flretched  in  the 
midfl:  of  the  gang,  finding  them  all  faft  afleep, 
they  crept  to  the  fire ;  put  their  hands  into  it  j 
and   had    courage    enough   to    hold   them   there 
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long  enough  to  burji  the  firings  with  which  they 
were  bound.  They,  thep,  v/ithdrevv  without  being 
perceived  ;  and  by  by-roads,  with  which  they  hap- 
pened to  be  acquainted,  rejoined  their  paflors  after 
walking  fourteen  leagues  without  flopping  to  refl 
themfeh/es. 

,  On  the  advice  they  gave,  that  the  Mamelus 
feemed  to  have  fome  notion  of  approaching  the 
Parana,  Don  Pedro  de  Lugo,  governor  of  Para- 
guay, who  had  lately  received  very  precife  orders 
from  his  catholic  majefly  to  omit  nothing,  that 
might  contribute  to  the  fafety  of  the  reductions 
within  his  province,  and  who  v/as  adlually  vinting 
them  with  a  ftrong  efcort,  aflembied  four  thoufand 
Indians,  and  led  them  towards  the  canton  of 
Caarupa  Guayzu,  where  the  young  Indians  had  left 
the  enemy.  Father  Alfaro  waited  upon  him  with 
fome  other  Indians  ^  but,  having  one  day  taken 
the  lead  of  the  refl:,  a  Mamelus  whom  he  did  not 
perceive,  but  by  v/hom  he  happened  to  be  iinown, 
difcharged  a  blunderblulh  at  him,  and  tumbled 
him  dead  from  off  his  horfe. 

As  foon  as  the  governor  heard  of  this  accident, 
he  formed  his  troops,  and  fell  fo  fuddenly  upon 
the  enemy,  v/ho  little  exped:ed  to  be  ib  foon  at- 
tacked, that,  after  cutting  to  pieces  all  thofe  who 
made  any  refiflance,  he  made  almofl  all  the  refl 
prifoners.  He  committed  them  to  the  care  of  the 
Neophyter,  entirely  abandoning  to  their  difcretion 
all  the  Tupis  v/ho  happened  to  be  among  them. 
The  Neophytes  treated  the  Tupis  fo  well,  that 
they  prevailed  on  them  to  be  inflruded  in  our  di- 
vine myfteries;  and,  foon  after  baptifm,  put  an  end 
to  their  captivity.  As  to  the  Mamelus,  they  v/ere 
condudled  to  the  Ailumption,  within  eighty 
leagues  of  which  the  battle  had  been  fought  ;  and 
every  one  expe<fted  they  would  be  puniilied  like 

banditti  taken  in  arms  againfl  their  fovereign.   But 
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the  governor  contented  himfelf  with  reproaching 
them  with  their  cruelties,  and  threatening  them 
with  the  anger  of  heaven,  if  they  continued  their 
hoflilities.  He,  then,  fent  them  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
whofe  governor,  at  the  folicitation  of  fome  of  the 
inhabitants,  fet  them  at  hberty,  with  leave  to  re- 
turn to  their  own  country. 

^  The  body  of  father  Alfaro  was  carried  to  the  re- 
dudiion  of  the  Conception  fituated  on  the  Uruguay, 
where  it  was  interred  with  all  the  honours  the  po- 
verty of  the  Neophytes  would  admit  of  ^  and  father 
Claudius  Ruier  v/as  appointed  fuperior  of  the  mif- 
fi ons  in  his  room.  He  had  fcarce  taken  pof- 
fefiion  of  this  employment,  when  Don  Pedro  Ef- 
tevan  d'Avila,  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  ap- 
plied to  him  for  eighty  Neophytes  to  be  emplo3^d 
.  in  an  expedition,  the  fuccefs  of  v/hich,  he  faid  might 
greatly  contribute  to  the  fecurity  of  the  reductions 
lituated  in  this  province.  The  nature  of  the  affair 
was  as  follows. 

To  the  eaft  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  about  the 
twenty-eighth  or  twenty-ninth  degree  of  South  lati- 
tude, there  is  a  lake  of  a  very  irregular  figure,  eigh- 
ty leagues  in  length,  and  very  narrow  in  propor- 
tion to  its  length.  This  lake,  in  the  ancient  maps, 
is  called  the  lake  of  Caracaras ;  and,  in  the 
more  modern,  that  of  Tbera.  From  the  eaflern 
extremity  of  this  lake  there  ilTue  two  little  rivers, 
one  of  which  falls  into  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and 
the  other  into  the  Uruguay  ;  the  firfb,  under  the 
name  of  Rio  Mirinay  ;  and  the  fecond,  under  that  of 
Rio  Corrientes.  Father  del  Techo  contents  himfelf 
with  faying,  that  the  lake,  or  as  he  calls  it,  the 
marfli  of  Caracaras,  communicates  with  the  Pa- 
rana. I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  that  the  name 
of  Parana  is  often  given  to  that  part  of  the  Rio  de 
la  Plata,  which  lies  between  its  jun6lion  with  the 
Paraguay  and  the  mouth  of  the  Uruguay. 

The 
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The  fame  hiflorian  adds,  that  this  lake  is  covered 
with  floating  iflands,  like  thofe  in  a  little  lake  near 
St.  Omers  -,  and  that  they  afforded  a  retreat  to  In- 
dians of  different  nations,  eipecially  the  Caracaras, 
who  having  inveigled  fome  Spaniards  among  them, 
in  1553,  by  applying  to  therti  for  aihitance  againft 
their  enemies,  perfidioufly  maifacred  them  ;  and 
adlually  harboured  fome  renegadoes  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  St.  Anne,  and  the  murderers  of  father  Ef- 
pinofa.  The  impunity  they  enjoyed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  difficulty  of  attacking  them,  nad 
rendered  them  very  infolent.  They  frequently 
committed  great  diforders  in  the  countries  about 
the  lake,  and  had  lately  burnt  to  the  ground  the 
church  belonging  to  the  reduction  of  St.  Anne. 

Don  Pedro  having,  at  length,  refolved  to  purge 
his  province  of  fuch  troublefome  inmates,  father 
Fvomero  immediately  conducted  to  Buenos  Ayres 
the  number  of  Neophytes,  he  had  required  for  tliat 
purpofe.  Don  Pedro  appointed  to  command 
them  the  brave  Don  Juan  de  Garay,  who,  after 
a  hundred  leagues  march,  arrived  within  fight  of 
the  lake,  where  he  found  the  inhabitants  difpofed 
to  difpute  his  entrance.  But  he  found  means  to 
embark  with  all  his  men  i  and,  though  the  enemy 
made  pretty  good  ufe  of  all  their  advantages,  he 
pufhed  them  with  fo  much  valour  and  conduct, 
that  after  driving  them  from  ill  and  to  ifland,  he 
killed  or  took  prifoner  every  man  of  them.  It 
was  on  this  occafion,  that  the  militia  of  the  reduc- 
tions firfh  Ihewed  what  might  be  expedled  from 
them,  when  well  armed  and  officered  ;  for  it  ap- 
pears that  they  had  by  this  time  got  fire  arms. 
^  This  expedition  was  followed  by  another, 

^  ^  *  which  had  not  fo  happy  an  ilTue.  I  faid 
that  there  were  fome  Calchaquis  in  the  province  of 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  near  Buenos  Ayres.  Thefe  In- 
dians were  no  lefs  enemies  to  the  Spaniards,  than 
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thofe  of  the  fame  name,  who  frequently  gave  Inch 
uneafinefs  to  the  province  of  Tiicuman  ;  and  they 
had  lately  advanced  towards  Santafe,  and  ravaged 
the  country  about  it,  from  which  the  governor  re- 
folved  to  drive  them.  For  this  purpofe  he  raifed 
fome  troops,  and  fent  to  the  reductions  of  his 
province  for  fix  hundred  Indians,  whom  father 
Romero,  and  father  Arias,  immediately  led  to  his 
affiflance.  He,  then,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
this  little  army;  and  marched  in  good  order  againfh 
the  Calchaquis,  but  without  fending,  as  he  ought 
to  have  done,  to  reconnoitre  them.  He  had  com- 
manded in  Flanders,  and  obftinately  refufed  to  a6l 
againft  thefe  barbarians  in  any  other  manner,  than 
he  would  have  done  againft  regular  troops  ;  but 
he  paid  dear  for  his  imprudence  The  Calchaquis 
remained  fo  well  pofhed  in  their  marfhes,  that  he 
had  confumed  all  his  provifions,  before  he  could 
join  them  ;  fo  that  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
retreat,  without  reaping  any  other  benefit  by  an 
expedition,  for  which  he  had  made  vafb  prepara- 
tions, than  that  of  carrying  home  three  hundred 
prifoners  taken  by  the  Neophytes. 

Father  Diaz  Tano  was,  by  this,  returned  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  v/ith  a  numerous  reinforcement  of 
miflionaries.  He  had  accom.panied  father  de  Mon- 
toya  as  far  as  Madrid,  and  from  thence  purfued 
his  journey  to  Rome.  Father  Vitellefchi,  his  ge- 
neral, was  overv/helmed  with  grief  on  the  report 
he  made  of  the  condition,  in  which  he  had  left  the 
Indian  churches  of  Paraguay  -,  and,  unable  to 
give  him  any  other  comfort  but  that  of  mixing 
tears  with  him,  he  conduced  him  to  the  audience 
of  Urban  VIII.  w4io  then  governed  the  church. 
This  pontiff,  equally  touched  with  the  general  of 
the  company,  at  the  account  the  mifhonary  gave 
him  of  enormities  committed  by  the  Mamelus  and 
the   Indians  of  Brazil,    immediately   gave   orders 
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for  making  out  a  brief,  in  v/hich  he  threatened 
with  the  anathemas  of  the  church,  both  the  au- 
thors and  abettors  of  fuch  fcandalous  diforders,  if 
they  did  not  immediately  put  a  flop  to  them. 

The  Pope,  then,  defired  a  minute  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Jefuits  in  Paraguay  ;  and  he 
could  not  apply  to  a  perfbn  better  qualified  to  fa- 
tisfy  him  than  father  Tano,  who  forgot  nothing  to 
give  his  holinefs  a  thorough  infight  into  the  affairs 
of  thefe  millions  ;  and  was,  in  return,  loaded  with 
prefents  and  other  marks  of  the  mofl  afFedlio- 
nate  tendernefs  for  himfelf  and  his  fellov/  labourers, 
particularly  father  Orighi,  whofe  brother  was  ad;u- 
ally  cardinal,  and  one  of  whofe  grand-nephews 
died  lately,  invefled  with  the  fame  dignity.  The 
pope  honoured  himfelf  with  the  title  of  his  old 
friend.  In  fhort,  the  pope  granted  him  every 
thing  he  could  v/ifh  for,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
tranquility  of  the  new  chriftians.  He  was  even 
beforehand  with  father  Tano,  and  would  have 
made  him  completely  happy,  could  that  mif- 
fionary  anfwer  for  the  thunder  of  the  Vatican,  being 
fufficient  to  put  an  end  to  all  the  evils,  of  v/hich 
he  had  given  his  holinefs  an  account. 

Finding,  on  his  return  to  Madrid,  that  father 
de  Montoya  had  formed  a  company  of  miffionaries 
for  him,  he  made  what  hade  he  could  to  Lif- 
bon,  to  freight  a  fhip  for  their  pailage.  The  mif- 
fionaries  were  on  the  point  ot  going  aboard,  the 
lliip  only  waiting  for  them  to  put  to  fea,  when 
father  Tano  received  notice,  that  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  Don  Miguel  de  Vafconcellos,  (the  fame  who, 
foon  after,  ftained  with  his  blood  the  fcene  of  the 
revolution  of  Portugal)  had  forbid  the  commandant 
of  the  fort  of  Belem  to  let  their  velTel  pafs  the 
bar.  Upon  this,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  Vicereine, 
the  duchefs  dowager  of  Mantua  ;  and  having  im- 
mediately obtained  from  this  princefs  a  revocation 
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of  the  lecretary's  order,  he  loft  no  time  in  taking 
the  benefit  of  it. 

The  navigation  proved  pretty  favourable,  all  to 
the  death  of  tv/o  of  the  n^iiffionaries  by  a  diforder 
which  broke  out  amongft  the  (hip's  company,  till 
they  arrived  in  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  fouth  la- 
titude, when  a  violent  north  wind  drove  them  to 
the  mouth  of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  from 
whence  they  found  it  impofllble  to  make  cape  St. 
Mary,  in  order  to  enter  into  the  bay  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata ;  or  even  withiland  the  violence  of  the  ftorm  ; 
fo  that  the  pilot  was  obliged  to  fteer  for  Rio  de 
Janeyro,  where  the  miflionaries  were  received  by 
the  governor,  Don  Emanuel  Sa,  \vith  great  ho- 
nours. 

Some  days  after  their  arrival,  father  Tano,  with 
the  advice  of  the  ecclefiaftical  fuperiors,  publifhed 
the  papal  briefs  we  jufh  now  mentioned,  and  there- 
by brought  upon  his  back  moft  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  gates  of  the  jefuits  college  and  of  their 
church  were  forced  open  ;  and  thofe  religious  had 
every  thing  to  fear  from  the  firft  tranfports  of  the 
furious  multitude,  if  the  governor  and  magiftrates 
had  not  run  with  an  armed  force  to  their  alTiftance. 
Don  Emanuel,  upon  this,  alTembled  the  princi- 
pal inhabitants,  and  father  Tano,  who  was  re- 
quefted  to  aiTift  at  this  meeting,  after  the  briefs 
had  been  read,  gave  an  account  of  every  flep 
he  had  taken  on  this  occafion.  But  though  his 
condudt  was  generally  approved  by  the  afferably, 
the  populace  grev/  more  and  more  outrageous  ;  fo 
that,  in  order  to  appeafe  them,  it  was  found  ne-^ 
celTary  to  interpofe  ^  pretended  appeal  to  the  Pope 
better  inllruded.  Some  have  faid,  that  ^  it  v/as 
the  miiilionary  himfelf,  who  firft  gave  this  advice. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  the  publication  of  this  appeal 
put  a  ftop  to  the  fedition.  Indeed  it  was  high 
time  to  think  of  fome  remedy  ;    for  father  Tano, 

and 
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and  father  Mota,   vifitor  of  the  jefuits  of  Brazil, 
were  on  the  point  of  falling  vic^lims  to  it. 

It  was  not  fo  eafy  to  appeafe  the  town  of  Saints, 
in  the  province  of  Rio  Janeyro ;  and  ftill  lefs  that 
of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue.  Don  Ferdinand  Ro- 
driguez, who  officiated  as  vicar-general  in  the  firft, 
having  publillied  the  Pope's  brief,  by  order  of 
Don  Pedro  Albornez,  Adminiflrator  of  the  bifhop- 
rick,  one  of  the  congregation  got  up,  and  faid, 
that  he  appealed  to  the  king's  exchequer.  Upon 
this,  Rodriguez  excommunicated  him  directly ; 
but,  by  fo  doing,  rendered  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants quite  furious.  The  commanding  officer  was 
then  requeued  to  take  in  hand  the  caufe  of  the 
publick ;  and,  on  his  refufmg  it,  the  feditious 
flocked  to  the  church  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
where  they  began  by  vomiting  againll  the  vicar 
all  the  injuries,  the  paffion  with  which  they 
were  tranfported  could  fugged.  They,  then,  fell 
upon  him ;  knocked  liim  down ;  and,  with  a 
fword  to  his  throat,  threatened  to  murder  him,  if 
he  did  not  revoke  all  he  had  done.  But  he  would 
not  yield;  and  his  firmnefs  difconcerted  them. 
They  then  drew  up  an  appeal  themfelves,  and 
would  have  forced  him  to  fign  it ;  but  they  could 
only  get  him  to  declare,  that  he  approved  it  as  far 
as  the  rules  of  the  church,  and  his  confcience, 
would  permit  him.  They  then  called  for  the 
Pope's  brief,  and  he  told  them  the  fuperior  of  the 
jefuits  had  it.  ' 

Upon  this,  they  pofled  dire6lly  to  the  houfe 
of  thefe  fathers.  The  fuperior  on  hearing  the 
noife  which  announced  their  coming,  put  on 
his  facerdotal  habits ;  took  the  holy  ciborium 
into  his  hands ;  advanced  to  the  gates  of  the 
houfe  ;  and  made  a  pathetick  difcourfe  to  them  on 
the  refpe(5l  and  obedience  due  to  the  vicar  of  Jefus 
Chrift.     Some  of  them   prollrated  themfelves  tQ 
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adore  the  Lord's  body ;  others  continued  ftanding, 
faying,  that,  though  they  adored  with  all  their  foul 
the  holy  facrainent  of  the  altar,  they  would  never 
part  with  their  Haves,  which  was  all  they  had  to 
depend  upon.  One  of  them  went  fo  far  as  to  cry 
out,  that  they  fhouid  fire  on  the  prieft.  All  called 
for  the  brief;  and,  having  got  a  copy  of  it,  re- 
turned to  the  grand  vicar,  for  his  abfolution  of  the 
cenfuresthey  might  iiave  incurred,  but  he  refufed  it. 

They,  then,  applied  for  it  to  fome  religious, 
who  judging  of  the  cafe,  according  to  their 
own  manner  of  ftacing  it,  told  them  they  had 
no  need  of  any  ;  the  brief  importing,  that  it  fhouid 
be  publifhed,  if  there  was  no  jufl  reafon  for  fuppref- 
fing  it.  This  anfv/er  contributed  to  render  the  je- 
fuits  flill  more  odious ;  and  nothing  was  to  be 
heard  ail  over  the  town  but  the  voices  of  people 
crying  out,  that  it  was  now  high  time  to  drive  out 
of  it  thefe  oiftcious  defenders  of  the  liberties  of  the 
Indians  ;  and  the  reports  of  their  expulfion  having 
reached  Rio  Janeyro,  the  captain  of  a  merchant 
fhip  then  at  anchor  there,  made  a  general  difcharge 
of  his  cannon,  to  exprefs  his  joy  at  the  event.  But 
the  governor  punifhed  him  feverely  for  it.  He  had 
already  caufed  another  to  be  whipt  for  behaving, 
in  a  very  inlblent  manner,  in  the  church  of  the 
jefuits. 

It  was  during  this  ferment  that  there  arrived 
at  Brazil  an  account  of  the  duke  of  Braganca  hav- 
ing been  declared  king  of  Portugal,  and  of  the 
whole  kingdom  having  acknowledged  him  in  that 
quality.  Father  Tano  imimediately  forefaw  what 
influence  this  important  event  might  have  on  the 
affairs  of  Paraguay;  as  well  an  account  of  the 
averfion  which  the  Portugueze  flill  retained  for  the 
Spaniards  •,  as  becaufe  the  new  king  of  Portugal 
might  not  be  fo  foon  in  a  condition  to  fupprefs  ef- 
fedually  the  courfes  of  the  Mamelus,  more  en- 
raged than  ever  againfl  the  jefuits,  whom  they  had 

but 
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but  jufl  expelled  their  city.  He  even  forefaw  that 
this  prince  might  pollibiy  be  brought  to  confider 
their  inroads  as  a  means  of  weakening,  in  Soudi 
America,  the  pov/er  of  his  catholic  majefty,  with 
whom  it  was  impoilible  he  fhould  not  have  a  long 
war  to  maintain,  in  fupport  of  his  newly  acquired 
royalty.  But  two  other  reafons  effe(ftually  de- 
termined him  not  to  make  any  longer  flay  in 
Brazil ;  the  firfl:  was,  that  he  feared  left  a  new  re- 
volution Oiould  make  him  lofe  fome  of  the  mi(- 
fionaries  he  brought  from  Europe,  as  they  were 
fubjeds  to  the  new  king  ;  the  fecond,  that  he  had 
already  buried  feveral  of  them  fmce  his  arrival  at 
Rio  Janeyro.  He,  therefore,  reimbarked  the  be- 
ginning of  November,  and  came  to  an  anchor  be- 
fore Buenos  Ayres  the  latter  end  of  the  fame 
month. 

Father  de  Montoya  had  not  been  lefs  fuccefsful 
at  Madrid,  than  father  Tano  had  been  at  Rome. 
The  firfl  thing  he  did  on  his  arrival  there,  was  to 
afk  an  audience  of  his  majefly,  who  immediately 
granted  it.  He  prefented  his  memorials  to  this 
prince,  who  perufed  them  v/ith  great  attention,  and 
named  commiffaries  from  among  the  members  of 
the  royal  councils  of  Caflile,  and  the  Indies,  to  exa- 
mine them,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon.  Father 
de  Montoya  required  ;  firfl,  the  execution  of  a  law 
publifhed  in  161 1,  by  v/hich  the  Spaniards  v/ere 
again  forbid  to  deprive  of  their  liberty  the  Indians 
who  had  not  been  made  prifoners  in  a  jufl  w^ar  ^ 
fecondly,  that  the  fovereign  Pontif  fhould  be  re- 
quefled  to  confirm  the  briefs  of  Paul  III.  and  Cle- 
ment VIII.  forbidding  the  fame  iniquitous  practice ; 
thirdly,  that  thofe  who  proved  difobedient  thereto 
fhould  be  judged  by  the  holy  office  ;  fourthly,  that 
the  Neophytes,  who  had  been  made  flaves  and 
conduded  to  Brazil,  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty  -,  and 
the  Mamelus  both  repreffed  and  punifhed. 

These 
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These  demands  and  fome  others  of  lefs  import- 
ance appeared  lb  very  jufl  and  reafonable  to  the 
commiliaries,  that  the  king,  by  their  advice,  or- 
dered an  edidl  to  be  drawn  up,  in  which  his  ma- 
jefly,  after  renewing  all  the  preceding  decrees  re- 
lating to  the  liberty  of  the  Indians,  fignified,  that 
being  informed  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Paul  of 
Piratiningue  having  ruined  all  the  Indian  towns, 
founded  in  Guayra  by  the  jefuits  ;  of  their  having 
carried  off  and  reduced  to  a  flate  of  ilavery  up- 
wards of  thirty  thoufand  Neophytes  ^  of  their  hav- 
ing begun  to  commit  the  fame  enormities  in  Tape, 
and  menacing  Uruguay  with  them ;  of  their  having 
already  made  flaves  there  of  fome  free  Indians,  and 
maffacred  others  ;  and  all  this  in  contempt  of  reite- 
rated edidls  i  and  being  refolved  to  punifh  fuch  mon- 
ftrous  crimes,  he  declares,  the  courfes  of  the  faid 
inhabitants  of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue,  commonly 
called  Mamelus,  unjull,  contrary  to  all  laws  both 
human  and  divine,  and  to  the  honour  of  the  chrif- 
tian  religion ;  orders  that  the  cognizance  of  the 
faid  crimes  be  referred  to  the  tribunal  of  the  holy 
office  i  that  all  the  Indians  reduced  to  flavery  be 
immediately  fet  at  liberty  ;  and  that  fuch,  as  here- 
after fhall  be  convicted  of  fo  crying  an  injuftice  and 
cruelty,  fhould  be  treated  as  perfons  guilty  of  high 
treafon. 

He,  theii^  renewed  the  edidl,  forbidding  any 
of  the  Indians  converted  by  the  jefuits,  in  Guayra, 
Tape,  Parana  and  Uruguay,  to  be  confidered  other- 
wife  than  as  im.mediate  vaffals  to  the  crown,  or 
to  be  given  in  command,  or  obliged  to  do  perfonal 
fervice  to  any  fubjed:,  under  any  pretext  what- 
foever.  His  majefty  regulated  by  the  fame  de- 
cree the  tribute,  which  the  fame  Neophytes  were 
to  pay  to  his  domain.  But  this  laft  article  could 
not  be  put  in  execution  till  the  year  1649,  becaufe^, 
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till  then,  the  Indians  were  not  in  a  condition  to  pay 
any  tribute  -,  and  this  epocha  mufl  not  be  forgot, 
as  it  will  ferve  to  fhew  the  little  foundation  there 
was  for  the  accufations  brought  againft  the  mif- 
fionaries  in  regard  to  this  tribute. 

But  father  de  Montoya,  notwithftandfng  the  fa- 
cility with  which  he  obtained  every  thing  he  afked, 
was  well  aware,  efpecially  fince  the  revolution  of 
Portugal  had  happened,  that  this  edidl  of  his  ma- 
jefly  v/ould  never  be  fufficient  to  fcreen  the  reduc- 
tions againfl  the  violences  of  the  Mamelus,  as  long 
as  the  Indians  had  no  other  arms  but  their  arrows 
and  their  mancanas  to  oppofe  them  with.  He, 
therefore,  prefented  the  memorial  I  already  men- 
tioned, in  which  he  made  evidently  appear  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  allowing  them  the  ufe  of  fire-arms. 
The  king,  having  confulted  his  royal  council  of  the 
Indies,  came  to  the  refolution  I  have  already  men- 
tioned. People  in  Paraguay  were  greatly  fur  prized 
at  father  Montoya's  fuccefs  in  fo  delicate  an  affair. 
But  befides  the  council's  not  finding  any  thing  to 
reply  to  the  folidity  of  the  reafons,  on  which  the 
millionary's  demand  was  founded,  his  eminent 
virtues,  and  the  great  things  he  had  done  in  Para- 
guay, had  acquired  him  the  general  efteem  of 
prince  and  people.  However,  the  church  he  had 
contributed  fo  much  to  form,  and  whofe  interefts 
he  had  undertaken  fo  long  a  voyage  to  defend,  ne- 
ver had  the  happinefs  of  feeing  him  again.  After 
fome  unexped:ed  delays  in  Spain,  he  palTed  over  to 
Peru,  where  he  laboured  fuccefsfully,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  viceroy,  to  execute  fome  orders  he 
had  obtained,  thofe  efpecially  which  related  to  the 
conftrudtion  and  ufe  of  fire  arms  in  the  redu6tions  ; 
he  then  was  ordered  to  Tucuman,  and  from  Tucu- 
man  back  again  to  Lima,  where  he  finifhed  his 
courfe  in  the  year  1652,  aged  feventy.     In  confe- 
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iequence  of  the  idea  which  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city  had  conceived  of  his  eminent  fandlity,  his  body 
was  interred  with  honours  v/hich  had  more  the  air 
of  a  triumph  than  a  funeral.  The  viceroy  and 
principal  members  of  the  royal  audience  carried  his 
remains  to  the  grave. 
^     _  About  this  time,  a  new  attempt  v/as 

^  "^  *  made  to  reduce  the  Calchaquis  to  the 
faith  by  means  of  the  jeluits,  v/ho  were  now  au- 
thorized to  affure  them,  that  they  fhould  never  be 
fubjed:ed  to  any  kind  of  fervitude.  The  governor 
of  Tucuman,  which  had  fuffered  greatly  by  the  in- 
curfions  of  thefe  barbarians,  had,  it  feems  lately 
concluded  a  peace  with  them,  and  judged  this  was 
the  only  method  to  make  it  lafting.  Accordingly, 
two  jefu its  were  fent  to  them  ;  and  thefe  fathers, 
after  many  dangers  and  difficulties,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  found  a  reduction  among  them  by  the 
name  of  St.  Charles.  Another  jefuit,  called  father 
Pallor,  offered  himfelf  to  the  bifliop  to  make  an 
excurfion  into  Chaco  on  the  fame  errand  ^  and,  his 
offer  being  received  by  this  prelate  ever  folicitous 
for  the  filvation  of  thofe  committed  to  his  care, 
he  immediately  fet  out  with  another  called  Gafpard 
Cerqueyra,  who,  being  born  at  the  AfTumption, 
v/as  mafiier  of  the  Abipone  language  current  in  all 
this  part  of  Chaco.  But,  as  the  Indians  on  the 
frontiers  of  Tucuman  were  too  jealous  of  the  Spa- 
niards to  liflen  willingly  to  any  preachers,  they 
refolved  not  to  ftop,  till  they  had  reached  the  Abh 
ponssy  a  nation  fettled  at  the  eafbern  extremity  of 
this  extenfive  country. 

The  firll  place  they  made  any  confiderable  flay 
at,  was  a  large  Indian  town  called  Matara^  one 
hundred  leagues  from  Santiago,  where  they  had 
been  given  to  underftand  they  would  find  guides 
to  condudl  them  to  the  Abipones.  Befides,  the 
Mataranes  called  themfelves  chriftians;    and,    in 
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fadt,  feveral  perfons  had  been  baptized  at  Matara 
by  St.  Francis  Solano  ;  and,  after  him,  by  two  je- 
fuits,  who  had  preached  the  gofpel  there ;  and 
fome  of  them  even  had  pretty  well  perfevered  in 
the  practice  of  the  chief  duties  of  religion,  though 
they  fcarce  knew  any  thing  of  the  principles  of  it  ; 
all  the  miniftry  of  a  clergyman  fent  them  lately 
from  Buenos  Ayres,  with  the  title  of  parifh 
priefl,  confiding  in  baptizing  and  inftrudling 
the  children  of  thofe  who  called  themfelves  chrif- 
tians.  Had  he  contented  himfelf  with  conferring 
that  facrament  upon  fuch  as  were  in  danger  of 
dying,  his  zeal  would  have  been  commendable  ; 
but  he  vifibly  expofed  the  reil  to  the  danger  of  dif- 
honouring  the  character  he  conferred  on  them  ; 
for  they  feldom  faw  him  again  when  they  grew  up 
a  little,  but  profaned  the  exercifes  of  religion  with 
feveral  fuperfhitious  practices,  and  abandoned  them- 
felves to  all  the  excelTes,  of  which  the  infidels  gave 
them  the  example. 

The  only,  or,  at  leafl,  the  moil  ordinary,  occupa- 
tion of  the  Mataranes,  was  to  vifit  and  regale  each 
other ;  but  their  feafls  always  terminated  in  a  general 
intoxication.  They  celebrated  the  anniverfary  of 
the  death  of  their  kinfmen  in  a  pretty  odd  man- 
ner ;  they  invited  all  their  friends  and  relations  to 
it,  and  every  one  of  the  guefts  was  obliged  to  bring 
with  him  a  dead  oflrich.  If  it  happened  to  be  the 
anniverfary  of  more  perfons  than  one,  then  the 
guefts  were  to  bring,  each,  as  many  oftriches,  as 
there  were  deaths  to  be  commemorated,  becaufe, 
in  a  kind  of  funeral  procefTion  made  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  and  attended  with  extraordinary  ceremo- 
nies, each  of  the  deceafed  was  to  be  reprefented 
by  his  own  oftrich.  The  guefts,  likewife,  m.ade  a 
prefent  to  the  perfon  who  had  invited  them  ;  and 
who,  by  accepting  it,  laid  himfelf  under  the  ob- 
ligation of   returning   the    compliment   in    kind, 

when 
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when  he  (liould  be  invited  by  them.  This  engage- 
ment even  def^:ended  to  his  heirs,  when  he  had 
not  time  to  iatisfy  it  himfelf ;  and  to  fail  in  it 
would  have  been  deemed  a  juft  caiife  of  war  be- 
tween the  different  towns  to  which  the  parties 
belonged.  Thefe  folemnities  lafted  four  days^ 
on  the  lafl  of  which  the  company  bewailed  the 
deceafed  for  tlie  fpace  of  an  hour.  Thefe  tears 
were  fucceeded  by  immoderate  laughter,  by  dan- 
cing and  feailing,  during  which  it  was  an  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  get  drunk.  They,  then,  put  an 
end  to  the  meeting  by  a  kind  of  bacchanalian  rites, 
attended  by  all  the  diforders  that  might  be  ex- 
peded  from  fuch  an  improvement  upon  their  natu- 
ral barbarity. 

The  jefuits,  hov/ever,  found  them  pretty  docile; 
eafily  prevailed  on  thofe  who  had  been  baptized, 
to  confefs  themfelves  ;  and  left  them  all  in  the  beft 
difpofitions.  The  cacique  even  infifted  on  accom- 
panying them  with  a  good  efcort,  as  far  as  the  Abi- 
pones  ;  but,  though  he  and  his  fubjedls  might  be 
iuppofed  to  know  the  country  they  had  to  pafs 
through,  they,  in  a  fliort  time,  were  fo  difheartened 
by  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  journey,  that 
they  would  have  turned  back,  if  the  fathers  had 
not  found  means  to  detain  them  by  little  prefents. 
But,  v/hen  they  found  themfelves  on  the  point  of 
entering  the  country  of  the  Abipones,  their  cou- 
rage forfook  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  (for  it  feems 
they  and  the  Abipones  had  been  at  war  for  fome 
time  paft)  that  father  Paflor  had  much  ado  to  re-af- 
fure  them.  Two  of  them,  however,  had  refoiution 
to  accompany  father  de  Cerqueira,  whom  father 
Paftor  thought  proper  to  fend  forward,  in  order  to 
difcover  on  what  fide  it  was  properefh  to  enter  the 
■country. 

These  reconnolterers  were  foon  difcovered  ; 
and,  the  alarm  fpread  To  fuddenly  all  over  the  coun- 
try, that  in  a  fhort  time  they  could  difcover  two 
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hundred  Indians  on  horfeback,  but  without  faddles 
or  flirrups,  making  towards  them  in  full  gallop. 
But,  though  their  wild  and  lavage  looks,  their  looie 
ditbrdered  hair,  and  the  long  javelins  they  held  in 
their  hands,  might  well  be  iuppofed  capable  of 
ilriking  terror  into  a  man,  who  law  himfclf  alone 
in  a  manner,  and  at  their  difcretion ;  the  miilion- 
ary,  full  of  confidence  in  him,  without  whole  per- 
million  they  could  not  touch  a  fmgle  hair  of  his 
liead,  immediately  doubled  his  pace  to  meet  them  ; 
and,  hfting  up  his  crucifix,  "  Children,  cried  he, 
two  of  my  brethren  formerly  announced  the  golpel 
to  your  nation,  whofe  efleem,  and  even  confidence, 
they  acquired.  Anim.ated  by  the  fame  zeal  for 
the  falvation  of  your  fouls,  I  am  likewife  come 
a  great  way,  in  Ipite  of  a  thoufand  dangers  znd 
difhculties,  to  endeavour  to  make  you  open 
your  eyes  to  your  neareft  concerns.  'Tis  in 
vain  you  attempt  to  terrify  me.  Death,  with 
which  you  threaten  me,  is  the  chief  obicdl 
of  my  wilhes.  But  I  conjure  you  not  to  fpurn 
at  a  benefit,  of  which  you  would  too  late  repent 
the  lofs.  Befides,  v/hat  have  you  to  fear  from  a 
fmgle  man,  and  without  arms  ?  The  confidence 
with  which  I  put  myfelf  into  your  power  ought 
to  convince  you,  tliat  I  am  come  here  merely  to 
ferve  you." 

The  barbarians,  at  firfl,  flunned  by  the  boldnefs 
of  the  apoflolic  man,  were,  in  a  fhort  time,  fo  charm- 
ed v/ith  his  difcourfe,  that  they  threw  their  arms  at 
his  feet,  and  faluted  him  with  the  profoundefl  re- 
fpedt.  He,  then,  told  them,  that  he  had  left  at  fome 
difhance  behind  him  his  fuperior,  a  man  advanced 
in  years,  and  greatly  efheemed  by  feveral  Indian 
nations.  Upon  this,  the  commander  of  the  troop 
immediately  difpatched  his  fon  to  invite  father 
Paflor,  in  his  name,  to  come  and  fee  him  ;  and,  the 
moment  the  young  Indian  perceived  him,  he  alight- 
ed from  his  horfe,  faluted  him  refped fully,  and  told 
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him,  that  his  father  longed  greatly  to  fee  him.  The 
mifiionary,  tranfported  at  ib  unexpedted  an  invita- 
tion, immediately  fet  out,  and  was  very  well  re- 
ceived by  the  commander,  who  condudled  him 
with  his  companion,  to  the  neareft  town,  followed 
by  all  his  horfemen.  Here  they  entered,  as  it 
were,  in  triumph,  amidfl  the  inhabitants,  who  were 
come  to  meet  them,  and  conducted  them  to  a 
cabin,  the  floor  of  which  they  had  the  precaution, 
or  rather  politenefs,  to  cover  with  Ikins.  Refrefli- 
ments  were  then  laid  before  them,  but  fo  naufeous, 
that,  notwithftanding  their  great  want  of  food,  and 
their  having  been  accuftomed,  for  a  long  time  pall, 
to  the  mod  infipid,  the  very  fight  of  it  turned  their 
flomachs ;  and  they  had  much  ado  to  get  down  a 
few  morfels,  and  cpnceal  their  difgull. 

The  fecond  day  after  their  arrival,  the  principal 
eacique  of  the  nation,  called  Caliquila,  being  in- 
formed by  father  Paftor  of  his  defign  to  make  art 
eilablifhment  in  the  country,  he  not  only  gave  hi& 
eonfent,  but  even  exprefled  great  joy  at  it ;  and 
conducted  the  two  milTionaries  to  his  own  town, 
fituated  at  the  other  fide  of  the  red  river.  As  foon> 
as  they  were  arrived;  there,  he  begged  them  to  give 
him  a  cir^umflantial  account  of  what  they  intended 
to  do  ;  and  on  their  complying,  told  them,  that  he 
was  ve^ry  well  fatisfied  the  children  fhould  be  bap- 
tized, provided  they  fhould  not  be  obliged  to  go 
morning  and  evening  to  church,  as  they  did  in  the 
redudtions  of  the  Guaranis  ;  fince  it  could  not  fail 
of  producing  in  them  a  habit  of  idlenefs,  and, 
thereby,  rendering  them  lefs  fit  for  war,  as  it  had 
happened  to  the  Mataranes. 

Father  Pallor  replied,  that  religious  exercifes 
could  by  no  means  tend  to  leflen  a  man's  courage  ; 
and  that  the  Spaniards,  and  even  the  Guaranis  of 
whom  he  had  been  fpeaking,  were  a  llriking 
proof  of  it ;.  that,  on  the  contrary,  tliey  contri- 
buted 
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buted  greatly  to  infpire  true  valour  ;  and  that  the 
Mataranes  had  never  been  braver,  than  while  they 
continued  good  chriflians.  Caliquila  yielded  to 
thefe  examples ;  but  he  added,  that  he  would 
not  fufFer,  that  the  Abipones  fliould  be  hindered 
from  carrying  their  arms  into  church  along 
with  them,  or  beat  wich  rods,  when  they  had 
committed  any  fault,  as  was  cuftomary  in  the  re- 
du(flions,  and  among  the  Spaniards.  The  father 
gave  up  thefe  tv/o  points,  knowing  that  he  might 
Ipeak  to  them  again,  v/hen  religion  had  taken 
a  deeper  root  in  their  hearts.  They,  then,  re- 
quired, that  the  caciques,  and  ail  the  adults 
who  might  die  in  the  chriflian  religion,  fhould  be 
buried  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  near  the 
monumenrs  eredted  in  honour  of  their  divini- 
ties. Father  Paftor  made  anfwer,  that  this  was  a 
fupeillition  incompatible  with  the  holinefs  of  the 
chriflian  religion ;  and  that,  by  the  time  he  fhould 
have  inft:U(fted  them  better,  they  would,  them- 
selves, be  the  firlt  to  condemn  it.  To  this  they 
made  no  reply,  and  from  their  filence  he  concluded^ 
that  he  lliould  eafiiy  make  them  give  up  this  article, 
likewife. 

After  a  month's  flay  among  the  Abipones, 
father  dt  Gerqueyra  fet  out  to  recondudl  the  Ma- 
taranes to  their  own  country  -,  and  father  Paflor, 
to  comp mate  the  iofs  of  his  companion,  not  con- 
teat  with  the  feparate  inftrudtions  he  every  day 
gave  to  the  children  and  adults,  compofed,  v/ith 
the  alfiflance  of  an  interpreter  left  him  by  father 
Cerqueyra,  a  little  catechifm  in  the  Tomcat e  lan- 
guage, V7  hidi  is  current  all  over  this  country.  He 
was  foon  after  obliged  to  return  to  Santiago,  to 
the  no  fm.all  concern  of  the  Abipones,  to  whom 
he  promiied  ^ha:  he  would  by  no  means  abandon 
them.  Accoidiagly,  he  very  often  applied  to  his 
provincial  in  their  behalf;  bui   the  reductions  in 
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the  province  of  Uruguay,  which  were  growing 
more  numerous  from  one  day  to  another,  required 
fo  many  miflionaries,  that  it  was  impofTible  to 
let  the  Abipones  have  one.  Perhaps,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear as  evidently  then,  as  it  has  done  fince,  of 
what  importance  it  was  to  make  a  foHd  eflablifh- 
ment  in  this  part  of  Chaco,  and  gain  over  a  nation, 
which  might  have  contributed  to  it  more  than  any 
other,  and  which  on  being  neglected,  came  to  be 
one  of  the  cruelefh  enemies  to  the  chrifhian  reducti- 
ons. Be  that  as  it  will,-  the  fcarcity  of  miflionaries 
was  foon  after  encreafed,  in  confequence  of  an  edi6l 
iflued  by  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies,  forbidding 
any  miflionaries  to  enter  Paraguay,  but  fuch  as  were 
natural  born  fubjedls  of  the  crown  of  Spain ;  fo 
that  father  Paftor,  who  had  been  fent  over  to  Eu- 
rope to  folicit  a  reinforcement  of  evangelical  labour- 
ers, of  a  numerous  body  gathered  at  Seville  to  ac- 
company him  back,  could  take  v/ith  him  but  one 
prieft  and  thirteen  novices  and  fludents.  This 
w^as  not  the  only  time  the  propagation  of  the 
gofpel  in  Paraguay  received  a  check  from  reftric- 
tions  of  this  kind.  The  royal  council  of  the  Indies 
did  not  as  yet  penetrate  the  motives  of  thofe,  who 
infpired  this  miftrufl,  to  which  the  condudl  of  for- 
mer foreign  miiTionaries  had  not  given  the  leaft 
room. 

Tht.  Abipones  are  in  general  above  the  middle 
ilature,  and  of  a  robufc  confhitution,  .  In  fum- 
mer  they  go  quite  naked  ;  but  in  winter  cover 
them.felves  with  Ikins.  They  hang  their  mancanas 
to  their  neck ;  carry  a  quiver  flung  acrofs  their 
fhouldcrs ;  and  never  go  without  a  bow  in  their 
right  hand,  and  a ja,velin  or  very  long  arrow  in  the 
left.  They  paint  themfelves  all  over  with  different 
colours,  and  thofe  think  themfelves  handfomeft, 
who  make  themfelves  look  m.oft  like  tigers.  They 
make  holes  in  their  lips  and  noflrils,  and  fever al 

parts 
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parts  of  their  fl<:ins,  to  flick  oflrich  feathers  into 
them  ;  and  to  fee  them  thus  cloathed  all  over  with 
feathers,  one  would  imagine  they  wanted  to  foar  "in- 
to the  air.  The  beard  appears  fo  hideous  a  thing 
to  them,  that,  when  the  leaft  hair  appears,  they  di- 
redly  pull  it  up  by  the  roots. 

To  have  a  right  to  wear  his  hair  among  thefe 
Indians,  a  man  mufl  have  killed  an  enemy ;  and,  to 
attain  to  military  honours,  and  acquire  any  repu- 
tation for  courage  and  bravery,  he  mufl  have  paifed 
through  tryals  like  thofe  I  defcribed  in  fpeaking  of 
the  Guaycuras.  Th^  Abipones,  from  their  infancy, 
accuflom  themfelves  to  the  greatefl  infenfibility, 
by  infliding  the  fharpeft  pains  on  themfelves,  fo 
that  they,  at  lafl,  bring  themfelves  to  laugh  under 
the  feverefl.  After  all,  we  mufl  allow,  that  thefe 
barbarians  have  a  true  notion  of  courage,  which 
confifls  more,  and  Ihews  itfelf  better,  in  a  con- 
ftancy  to  fuffer  great  evils,  than  in  a  readinefs  to 
€xpofe  one's  felf  to  the  greatefl  dangers. 

The  women,  among  the  Abipones,  are  covered 
from  the  waifl  to  the  knees-;  and  pricked  all  over 
the  refl  of  the  body ;  but  efpecially  the  face  and 
bofom.  Very  often,  all  that  can  be  feen  of  their 
ikins  is  a  kind  of  mofaic  work,  compofed  of  differ- 
ent colours  funk  into  the  Hun ;  and  all  of  them 
fhave  the  back  part  of  their  head.  At  the 
death  of  a  cacique,  the  whole  nation,  both  men 
and  women  change  names,  and  eat  no  fifh  for 
a  month.  They  feldom  rear  bur  one  child  of  each 
fex,  murdering  the  refl  as  fafl  as  they  come  into 
the  world,  till  the  eldefl  are  flrong  enough  to  walk 
alone.  They  think  to  juflify  this  cruelty  byTay- 
ing,  that,  as  they  are  almofl  conflantly  travelling 
from  one  place  to  another,  it  is  impoffible  for  them 
to  take  care  of  more  infants  than  two  at  a  time ; 
one  to  be  carried  by  the  father,  and  the  other  by 
the  mother. 
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The  old  women  take  upon   them  to  be  great 
'C^itches  ;  and  it  woiiM  be  no  eafy  matter  to  convert 
them.     Father  Paflor,   having  one  day  vifited  one 
of  them  at  the  point  of  death,  and  having  lold  her 
that  if  fhe  died  without  baptifm,  her  foul  would  be 
eternally  tormented  by  the  devils,  friQ  very  calmly 
anfwered,  that  they  had  been  her  friends  fur  a  long 
time ;    and  flie  was,  therefore,  very  fure  ihat  they 
would  do  her  no  harm.     However,  to  judge  of  mat- 
ters by  the  difpofitions,    in  which  the  miuionaries 
left  thefe  Indians,  there   is   all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  believe,   that  the  gofpel  would  make  the 
greateft  progrefs  among  then!     At  leafl  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  no  one  could  be  better  difpofed  than  Ca- 
liquila,  at  the  time  father  Paflor  was  obliged  to  quit 
him.     This  cacique,  finding  it  impoflible  to  detain 
him  any  longer,  accompanied  him,  with  feveral  of 
his  vaifals,    to  Santiago  ;    found  him  in  provifions 
during  the  v/hole  Journey  ;   and  aflured  him,  at  his 
departure  to  return  home,    that  the  fathers  of  the 
company  v/ould  be  well  received  in  every  place 
where  he  had  the  leafl  credit. 

To  re-aiiume  the  thread  of  our  hiflory ;  at  the 
time  that  father  Paflor  w^as  preparing  to  make  Je- 
fus  Chrifl  known  to  the  Abipones,  the  miifionaries 
between  the  Parana  and  the  Uruguay,  having  re- 
ceived certain  advice,  that  the  Mamelus  were 
making  great  preparations  of  war,  formed,  out  of 
all  the  mjlitia  of  the  redu6lions,  a  body  of  four 
thoufand  men^  fome  armed  with  arrows,  and  fome 
with  flings  ;  for  as  yet  tliey  could  only  give  fire- 
arms to  the  ofHcers,  who  amounted  to  three  hun- 
dred. Tliis  little  army  took  pofl  in  a  fpot  within 
a  day's  march  of  the  enemy,  who  were  already 
rem.ounting  the  little  river  Acaray,  in  three  hun- 
dred pirogues,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred  Ma- 
melus and  three  hundred  and  Seventy  Tupis. 
But,  notwithilanding  their  inferiority,  they  defpi- 
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fed  the  Neophytes  fo  much,  that,  as  foon  as  they 
received  intelligence  of  their  approach,  they  tugged 
harder  than  ever  at  their  oars  to  join  them. 

The  chriftians  were  polled  in  a  little  gulf,  under 
the  command  of  a  cacique  called  Abiam^  who,  fee- 
ing the  enemy  come  towards  them  with  fo  much 
confidence,  thought  proper  to  encreafe  it,  by  pre- 
tending to  fear  them.  He,  therefore,  remounted 
the  Acaray  with  five  or  fix  pirogues,  as  if  he  only 
intended  to  parley  with  them.  The  Mamelus  per^ 
mitted  him  to  approach  ;  but  v/hen  he  was  within 
hearing,  the  commander  ordered  him  to  be  told, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  fui  render  at  difcre- 
taon.  Abiaru,  upon  this,  alfummg  an  air  of  in- 
trepidity, reproached  the  commander,  v/ho  was 
come  forward  to  receive  his  anfwer,  with  the  cruelty 
and  injuflice,  with  which  his  nation  had  rreated 
chriftians,  who  had  never  given  him  the  leafh  caufe 
of  complaint;  aflured  him,  that  they  were  all  re- 
folved  to  perifh  rather  than  lofe  their  liberty  ;  and 
added,  that  it  was  a  fhame  for  men  who  called 
themfelves  chriftians,  to  attempt  to  deprive,  of  it, 
thofe  who  profelTed  the  fame  religion. 

The  commander,  inftead  of  making  any  an- 
fwer, ordered  his  little  fleet  to  keep  moving  on, 
till,  at  length,  he  difcovered  that  of  the  Neo* 
phytes  making  towards  him  leifurely  in  the  fineft 
order.  The  next  mom-ent,  the  chriftians  began 
the  battle  by  a  difcharge  of  a  cannon,  which  funk 
three  of  the  enemy's  pirogues.  The  miffionaries 
and  the  old  men  with  the  women  and  children, 
were  all  this  time  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  invok- 
ing with  a  loud  voice,  the  apoftle  of  the  Indies  •,  nor 
was  it  in  vain.  The  enemy  being  very  roughly 
handled  by  water,  imagined  they  might  have 
better  fortune  aftiore  ;  but  they  were  greatly  mif- 
taken.  The  Neophytes  attacked  them  with  {o 
much   refolution,    that    they  muft  have  entirely 
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defeated  them,  had  not  night  favoured  their  re- 
treat. For,  though  Abiaru  had  loft  but  three 
men,  he  thought  better  to  give  his  foldiers,  greatly 
fatigued,  fome  little  refpite,  than  purfue  the  enemy 
in  the  dark,  at  the  rillv  of  falling  into  fome  amxbuf- 
cade. 

The  next  day,  the  Mam.elus  appeared  again  in 
order  of  battle  ;  upon  which  the  Neophytes  like- 
v/ife  formed,  and  marched  up  to  them ;  and, 
as  the  enemy  had  lofl  a  great  number  of  m.en  the 
preceding  day,  Abiaru  extended  his  troops  to 
inclofe  them.  He  then  attacked  them  fo  luddenly, 
that  they  fell  diredlly  into  diforder ;  and  v/hat 
folio v/ed,  v/as  rather  a  butchering,  than  a  battle. 
A  fudden  hurricane  having  parted  the  tv/o  armies, 
the  few  Mameius,  who  remained,  took  advantage 
of  it  to  fly  into  a  wood,  whither,  the  florm  having 
foon  abated,  the  Neophytes  purfued  them.  This 
produced  a  third  engagement,  which,  though  car- 
ried on  in  fmall  pariies,  was  attended  v/ith  great 
bloodilied.  At  lafl,  the  enemy,  after  a  pretty  vi- 
gorous reiiflance,  took  advantage  of  their  fituation 
to  retreat.  The  greateft  lofs  fell  on  the  Tupis,  fe- 
veral  of  whom  came  in  afterwards  and  furrendered 
to  the  chriflians,  being  no  longer  able,  they  faid, 
to  put  up  with  the  pride  and  cruelty  of  the  Mame- 
lus.  Abiaru's  lofs,  in  the  two  lafl  engagements, 
amounted,  as  in  the  firfb,  to  but  three  men  killed 
and  forty  v/ounded. 

The  Mamelus,  afraid  for  the  future  to  approach 
the  Indians  of  the  reductions,  attacked,  in  fmall 
parties,  fuch  other  Indians,  as  they  could  meet  with. 
But  they  had  foon  reafon  to  grow  fick  of  this  new 
attempt.  The  Neophytes  of  the  redudion  of  St. 
Therefa,  after  the  deftrudlion  of  that  town,  had 
fled  for^  refuge  towards  the  great  river  Tebiquari ; 
and  fome  wild  Indians,    even  of  thefe  in  alliance 
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with  the  Mamehis,  happening  to  meet  with  a 
party  of  them,  joined  them  as  friends,  and  were 
received  as  fuch.  But,  when  the  Banditti  leafh  ex- 
pelled it,  they  fell  upon  them,  cut  them  to  pieces  ; 
and  then  made  the  befh  of  their  way  to  the  reduc- 
tions on  the  Parana.  Odier  wild  Indians,  v/ho  had 
been  attacked  by  two  other  parties  of  thefe  ban- 
ditti, having  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  the  bet- 
ter of  them,  malTacred  them  all  without  mercy. 
From  thefe  little  lofles,  which  ferved  greatly  to 
keep  the  new  chriftians  upon  their  guard,  they 
reaped  as  confiderable  advantages,  as  from  their 
victories,  which  had  cofl  twelve  hundred  Mamelus 
their  lives,  and  deftroyed  a  great  part  of  their  aux- 
iliary troops.  The  chief  of  thefe  advantages  was  the 
re-union  of  almofl:  all  thofe,  v/ho,  for  fear  of  being 
made  flaves,  had  fled  from  the  reductions,  and 
the  releafe  of  feveral,  whom  the  Mamelus  had, 
even  lately,  carried  off,  and  whom  they  could  not 
now  keep  fo  good  a  watch  upon,  on  account  of 
the  perpetual  apprehenfions  they  were  under  of 
being  taken  themfelves. 
^  The  redu(fi:ions,  at  this  time,  enjoyed  a 

^  tranquility  fo  much  the  more  agreeable,  as 
it  feemed  no  longer  in  the  power  of  the  Mamelus 
to  interrupt  it ;  and  the  form  of  their  government 
had  almofl  attained  the  perfed:ion,  in  which  we 
iiow  behold  it.  Thofe  in  the  two  provinces  of  Pa- 
rana and  Uruguay  amounted  to  tv/enty-nine,  in- 
cluding fuch  as  had  been  lately  repaired  ;  and 
each  had  two  priefls,  very  much  taken  up  in  re- 
viving the  fervour  of  the  Neophytes,  greatly  abated 
by  their  late  misfortunes,  efpecially  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Uruguay  ;  and  in  taking  proper  mea- 
fures  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  among  them.  But, 
though  the  Mamelus  durfl  not  attack  the  reduc- 
tions, they  prowled  about  the  woods  and  defarts  in 
order  to  carry  off  all  the  Indians  they  could  meet 

with ; 


4IO  THE     HISTORY 

with  ;  and  a  great  number  of  Indians,  that  it  had 
not  as  yet  been  poflible  to  rally,  fell  into  their 
hands,  and  were  very  cruelly  treated  by  them. 
Thefe  banditti  having  attempted  the  virtue  of 
their  female  captives,  murdered  a  widow,  who 
had  refufed  to  comply  with  their  brutal  paf- 
fion ;  a  body  of  the  Neophytes,  as  foon  as  the 
report  of  thefe  diforders  reached  the  reducti- 
ons, took  the  field  ;  purfued  the  mifcreants  to 
the  mountains  of  Tape ;  killed  the  greatefl  part 
of  ihem  ;  and  delivered  upwards  of  two  thouland 
captives,  among  whom  there  happened  to  be  feve- 
ral  infidels,  who  gave  themfelves  up  to  their  deli- 
verers ;  and,  in  a  fhort'time,  became  excellent  chrif- 
tians.  This  fuccefs  at  lafh  convinced  the  Mamelus, 
that  it  was  dangerous  for  them  to  appear  even  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  reductions. 

But,  while  the  Jefuits  and  the  new  chriflians 
were  triumphing  over  a  foreign  enemy,  they  were 
daily  approaching  the  danger  of  being  ruined  by  a 
domeflic  one.  This  was  the  celebrated  Don  Ber- 
nardin  de  Cardenas,  born  in  the  city  of  la  Plata, 
of  a  very  noble  family,  who  had  entered  very 
young  into  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  in  which,  be- 
fides  leading  a  mofl  mortified  life,  he  made  fuch 
a  figure,  both  as  a  preacher  and  a  miflionary,  that, 
though  he  had  been  fir  11  flripped  of  the  guar- 
dianfhip  of  the  convent  at  la  Plata,  on  ac- 
count of  his  indifcretions,  and  afterwards  filenced, 
he  was,  through  the  recommendation  of  one  of  the 
principal  magiflrates  of  the  country,  named  by 
his  catholick  majefty  to  the  bifhoprick  of  the  Af- 
fumption.  Don  Bernardin  had  no  fooner  received 
the  news  of  his  promotion,  than  he  immediately 
began  to  take  all,  if  not  more  liberties  in  the  dio- 
cefe  of  la  Plata,  than  it  entitled  him  to  in  his  own. 
But  it  was  not  long  before  he  gave  the  archbifhop 
jufl  reafon  to  write  him  a  letter  civilly  requefling 
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him  to  go  and  govern  that,  to  which  he  had  been 
named,  in  conformity  to  the  king's  brevet,  till  he 
ihould  receive  his  bulls,  and  be  coniecrated  ;  it  be- 
ing cuflomary  with  the  chapters  of  South  America, 
as  foon  as  they  receive  the  king's  brevet,  to  chufe 
the  perfon  named  in  it,  to  govern  ihe  diocefe. 

Don  Bernardin,  convinced  that  this  requeil  was 
but  a  civil  order,  with  which  his  metropolitan 
could  foon  find  means  to  make  him  comply,  imme- 
diately withdrew.  But,  as  he  did  no^  cbufe  to  ap- 
pear at  the  ARumption  till  he  had  been  coniecrated, 
he  repaired  to  Salca  in  the  diocefe  of  Tucuman, 
where,  on  the  ftreng.h  of  a  letter,  (the  authenticity 
of  which  has  never  been  proved,  which,  befides, 
was  dated  about  eighteen  months  before  his  being 
named  to  the  bifhoprick  of  the  Aflumpiion,)  from 
a  cardinal  at  Rome,  mentioning  the  exp-sdition  of 
his  bulls,  the  jefuits  fettled  there  gave  him  an  opi- 
nion in  writing,  that  he  might  be  confecrated,  with- 
out having  them  to  prefent.  The  jefuits  of  the 
univerfity  of  Corduba,  when  wrote  to  for  a  con- 
firmation of  this  opinion,  flatly  contradicted  it. 
But  Don  Bernardin  llippreiTed  this  letter  ;  and,  by 
producing  the  opinion  of  the  jefuits  at  Salta,  pre- 
vailed on  Don  Melchicor  Maldonado,  bifhop  of 
Tucuman,  to  confecrate  him. 

Some  time  after  Don  Bernardin  embarked  on  the 
Paraguay  for  the  Alliimption.  On  entering  his 
diocefe,  he  difcovered  two  barks  with  deputies  on 
board,  fent  to  compliment  him  in  the  name  of  ali 
the  different  orders  of  that  capital,  and  prefent 
him  with  all  manner  of  refi  efhments.  Thefe 
barks  were  followed  by  feveral  others  full  of  peo- 
ple of  all  ranks,  impatient  to  fee  a  bifhop  of  whom 
they  had  heard  fuch  wonders.  At  nighifall,  he 
begged  they  might  withdraw,  and  leave  him  to 
himfelf ;  but  the  deputies  anfwered,  that  they  could 
not  leave  him,    being  cliarged  to  have  a  flridl  eye 

to 
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to  the  fecurity  of  his  peiTon  ;  but  that  they  would 
take  the  greateft  care  not  to  interrupt  his  reft. 
Towards  midnight,  they  were  greatly  furprized  to 
find  themftlves  awakened  by  a  long  and  fevere  dif- 
cipline,  which  the  prela'  gave  himfelf ;  and,  as 
the  fame  thing  happened  the  following  nights  ;  and 
he  every  day  pontifically  celebrated  the  divine  myf- 
teries,  the  banks  of  the  river  and  the  adjacent  coun- 
try continually  rang  with  the  bleffings  given  him  by 
both  Indians  and  Spaniards,  feveral  of  whom  pofted 
to  the  capital,  to  announce  the  arrival  of  a  fecond  St. 
Thomas. 

Don  Bernardin  landed  four  leagues  from  the  city, 
and  entered  a  farm-houfe  belonging  to  the  jefuits, 
who  were  aifembled  there  to  receive  him,  and  were 
greatly  furprized  at  the  reception  he  gave  them, 
confidering  that  he  had  exprefied  the  greateft  indig- 
nation at  their  brethren  of  Corduba.  But  the  pre- 
late had  his  reafons  for  behaving  in  this  manner. 
Refolved,  as  he  v/as,  to  take  poffeilion  of  his  bifhop- 
rick  the  minute  he  arrived  at  the  Aflumption,  he 
was  afraid  of  encrealing  the  oppofition  he  might 
meet ;  and  judged,  that  the  jefuits,  though  they 
did  not  approve  his  proceedings,  would  have  difcre- 
tion  enough  not  to  blame  them. 

Don  Bernardin  no  fooner  reached  the  AfTump- 
tion,  than,  without  waiting  to  be  chofen  by  his 
chapter  to  exercife  the  epifcopal  functions,  'till 
his  bulls  fhould  arrive,  he  began  to  adl  the  part  of 
a  bifhop  in  every  refped.  This  determined,  the 
moft  refpe6table  part  of  it,  both  for  number  and 
authority,  not  only  to  oppofe  his  exercifmg  any  ju- 
rifdidiion,  but  even  to  feparate  from  him,  in 
order  to  celebrate  the  divine  myfteries  in  fome 
other  church.  None  of  the  regular  clergy,  ex- 
cept the  jefuits,  had  a  church  fit  for  their  recep- 
tion ;  and  the  feculars  v/ere  afraid  to  give  them 
any,   left  they  might  incur  the  difpleafure  of  their 

new 
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new  bifhop.  The  jefuits,  therefore,  lent  them 
theirs  ;  but  not  till  they  had  good  reafon  to  think, 
that  Don  Bernardin  would  not  be  offended  at  it. 

This  irregularity  in  Don  Bernardin  was  foon 
followed  by  feveral  others  ;  fuch  as  taking  the  pa- 
rifhes,  that  became  vacant,  into  his  own  hands, 
as  well  as  the  revenues  of  them,  and  faying  mafs 
two  or  three  times  a  day,  on  pretence  that  he  had 
not  priefts  enough  to  anfwer  the  neceiTities  of  his 
flock.  But,  his  mortified  life,  his  care  to  make 
his  priefls  pundually  celebrate  mafs,  and  his  aili- 
duity  to  celebrate  it  himfelf  pontifically,  after 
alTifting  on  his  knees  at  thofe  faid  by  his  priefts, 
Joined  to  his  daily  exhortations,  made  fuch  an  im- 
preiiion  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  as  to  make 
moil  of  them  overlook,  wh^t  otherwife  they  could 
not  fail  to  difcover  amifs  in  his  proceedings. 

The  perlbn,  whofe  efleem  Don  Bernardin  wifh- 
€d  mod,  in  all  appearance,  to  acquire,  was  the 
governor,  Don  Gregorio  de  Hiniftrofa,  whom, 
therefore,  as  well  as  his  brother,  father  Hiniftrofa^ 
a  friar,  .he  received,  when  they  came  to  the  cathe- 
dral, with  unufal  honours,  which  the  governor 
often  repaid  with  an  ill-placed  complaiiance,  that 
the  bifhop  never  failed  to  make  his  advantage  of. 
Accordingly,  it  was  not  long,  before  Don  Bernar- 
din, taking  it  into  his  head  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
fee  executed  a  fentence  of  demolition,  palled  fome 
time  before,  by  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas,  on 
one  of  the  convents  of  the  city,  for  having  been 
built  without  the  king's  leave,  he  brought  the 
governor  to  allifl  him  ;  though  no  complaint  had 
been  made  of  the  inhabitants  againfh  the  owners, 
who,  befides,  there  is  great  reafon  to  think  had 
obtained  a  refpite  of  the  fentence,  till  the  pleafure 
of  the  Spanilli  court  could  be  known  on  the  occa- 


fion. 


SoM^ 


414  THE    HISTORY 

Some  time  after  this,  Don  Bernardin  received 
the  pope's  bulls,  and  the  king's  brevets  ;  and  took 
care  to  read  them  himfelf  to  his  flock  5  omitting 
however,  fome  claufes  in  the  firfl,  which  deftroyed 
their  validity,  in  confequence  of  the  irregularities 
attending  his  confecration.  He  then  made  a  dif- 
courfe  iuitable  to  the  occafion,  and  concluded  it 
by  laying,  that  nobody,  he  hoped,  would  any 
longer  doubt  of  his  being  invefled  with  unlimited 
power,  both  fpiritual  and  temporal. 

The  governor  thought  proper  to  difTemble,  for 
the  prefent,  the  offence  vv^hich  it  was  impolTible 
for  thefe  words  not  to  give  him.  But  he  foon 
(hewed,  that  he  paid  very  little  regard  to  them,  by 
fending  to  prifon  one  Moralez,  an  officer  of  the 
inquifition,  v/ho  had  quarrelled  with  a  civil  officer  -, 
and  even  threatening,  it  is  faid,  to  hang  him.  The 
bifhop,  informed  of  every  thing  by  his  nephew,  2i 
friar  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  on  whom,  though 
unworthy  of  them,  by  the  fecular,  or  rather  di  (lb- 
lute,  life  he  led,  he  had  heaped  many  favours,  on 
account  of  his  having  brought  him  his  bulls  and 
brevets  ;  and  fpirited  up  by  his  reprefenting  to  him 
the  right  of  Moralez  not  to  be  profecuted  in  any 
iecular  tribunal,  immediately  proceeded  to  the 
prifon,  v/ith  the  holy  facrament  in  his  hands,  to 
demand  the  difcharge  of  Moralez  ;  and,  on  the 
gaoler's  refufmg  to  comply,  ordered  a  table  to  be 
brought  out,  and  placed  the  velfel,  carrying  the 
holy  facramentj  upon  it. 

The  redtoi  of  the  college,  who  happened  to 
come  by,  while  the  bifhop  and  his  attendants  were 
waiting  to  fee  Moralez  difcharged,  having  exhaufl- 
ed,  to  no  purpofe,  all  his  rhetorick,  at  the  impro- 
priety of  expofmg  the  facrament,  and  even  the 
epifcopal  dignity,  in  fuch  a  place,  and  on  fuch  an 
occafion  ;  and  thinking  that  the  releafe  of  Moralez 
would  be  the  leaft  of  the  two  evils,  repaired  to  the 
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governor,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  confent  to 
it.  Don  Bernardin,  not  faticfied  with  this  vidlory,; 
thought  proper  to  fend  to  the  governor  for  the 
money  and  papers  feized  at  Moralez's  houfe  ;  and 
the  governor  was  weak  enough  to  return  them,  in 
fpite  of  all  the  remonflrances  of  his  brother  againft 
it,  who,  tho*  an  ecclefiaftick,  and  even  a  friar,  had 
too  much  good  lenfe  and  fpirit,  not  to  openly  cen- 
fure  the  indecency  and  illegality  of  the  bifhop's 
proceedings.  Don  Bernardin  then  gave  Moralez 
the  tonfure  and  the  minor  orders,  thinking  there- 
by to  keep  him  ftill  further  out  of  the  governor's 
reach.  This  adventure  proved  ample  matter  of 
joke  to  many,  who  could  fee,  with  indifference,  the 
fpiritual  power  (o  abufed,  and  the  civil  fo  defpifed. 
It  was,  they  faid,  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  bifliop 
and  the  governor  fhould  never  agree,  fince  their 
agreeing  had  produced  the  demolition  of  a  church ; 
and  their  difagreeing,  the  enlargement  of  a  pri- 
foner. 

Whatever  the  governor's  motives  might  be,  in 
thus  tamely  fubmittmg  to  the  indignities  offered 
him  by  the  bifhop,  he  foon  proved  that  it  was  not 
avarice.  The  bifhop,  having  expreffed  a  liking 
for  fome  plate  of  his,  as  fit  for  the  church, 
the  governor  immediately  fent  it  to  him,  and  or- 
dered it  to  be  prefented  to  him  in  the  church,  that 
the  people  might  fee  that  he  retained  no  animofity 
againft  him.  In  return,  the  bifhop,  on  receiving 
the  prefent,  fpoke  greatly  in  favour  of  the  gover- 
nor ;  but  he  had,  it  feems,  his  views  in  fo  doing  : 
for  the  moment  he  had  finifhed  his  harangue  to 
the  people,  he  called  to  the  governor's  mefiengers, 
and  lOld  them,  that  all  he  now  wanted  was  tlie 
bafon  and  ewers  which  he  had  feen  at  their  mafter's. 
Don  Gregorio,  on  hearing  it,  immediately  fent 
them,  with  aifurances,  that  he  had  nodiing  10  which 
Don  Bernardin  was  not  perfedly  welcome. 

This 
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This  was  promifing  too  much,  to  one  of  Don 
Bernardin's  charader  ;  accordingly,  Don  Gregorio 
had  foon  realbn  to  repent  it.  Thefe  firft  demands 
of  the  billiop  were  immediately  followed  by  fuch 
others,  as  the  governor  could  not  comply  with,, 
vvithout  betraying  the  rights  of  others,  as  he  had 
before  done  his  own  ;  and  his  refufal  to  comply, 
with  fuch  indecent  ufage,  as  the  governor  could 
not  help  returning,  by  reproaching  the  bifhop  with 
his  avarice,  and  the  fcandals  he  permitted  in  his 
h.oufe.  The  bifhop,  pierced  to  the  quick  by  fuch 
unexped:ed  ^peculations,  the  m.ore  mortifying  by 
being  jufl,  affecfled  to  ccnfider  them  as  a  calumny  ; 
and  a  few  da}s  after  excomm.unicated  the  gover- 
nor, who,  thereupon,  rather  than  give  occafion  to 
any  fcandal,  voluntarily  abfented  himfeif  from  a 
proceilion,  in  which  he  was  to  carry  the  royal 
fliandard. 

Great  as  the  governor's  moderation  muft  have 
been,  to  behave  in  this  manner,  it  did  not  fatisfy 
father  Cardenas,  the  bifhop' s  nephew,  who,  there- 
fore, infulted  him  openly  in  the  ilreets.  Though 
the  governor  made  no  return  to  thefe  infults,  for 
the  prefent,  but  by  defiring  father  Cardenas,  not 
to  tempt  him  any  furdier ;  he  did  not  forget  them ; 
and  he  accordingly  came  fome  days  after,  with  an 
armed  force,  to  feize  him  in  his  uncle's  palace. 
But  not  only  father  Cardenas  fiipt  out  of  his  hands, 
but  the  bifhop  excomimunicated  him  again,  with 
all  the  foldiers  who  accompanied  him  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time,  impofed  a  fine  of  fifty  crowns  upon 
every  one  of  them. 

.  But,  when  thebifhcp's  anger  cooled  a  little,  he 
thought  better-  of  the  matter,  and  fent  word  to 
the  governor,  ihat  he  was  very  well  difpofedto 
abiblve  him.  Though  Don  Gregorio  made  no 
great  account  of  the  firft  excommunication,  the 
iecond  gave  him.  fome  uneafmefs  -,  fo  that  he  was 

verv 
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very  glad  tliat  the  biihup  ihoiild  thus,  of  himfelf, 
offer  to  abibive  him.  He,  therefore,  immediately 
repaired  to  the  epiilopal  palace,  and  threw  himfeif 
on  his  knees,  the  moment  lie  came  into  the  bifhop's 
prefence.  The  bifhop  iurprized  and  difconcertcd, 
did  the  fame.  The  governor,  then,  called  for  the 
bifhop's  hand,  to  kifs  it.  The  bifliop,  in  his  turn, 
defired  to  kifs  the  governor's ;  and  would  have 
done  it,  if  the  redor  of  the  college,  who  happened 
to  be  prefent,  had  not  interpofed.  To  fee  die  go- 
vernor, and  the  bifliop,  placed  oppoiite  to  each 
other,  in  this  poftiire,  it  would  have  been  hard  to 
guefs,  which  was  the  judge,  and  which  the  culprit. 
At  length,  the  bifliop  abfolved  the  governor  and 
his  foldiers  from  the  ecclefiafl:ical  cenfure,  which 
they  had  incurred  ;  but  infifhed  on  the  latter's 
paying  the  line  of  fifty  crowns,  impofed  upon 
xhem. 

By  this  time,  the  bifliop  had  taken  fuch  a  liking 
to  the  ipiritual  arms  of  the  church,  which  ought 
•never  to  be  ufed,  but  againft  fpiritual  tranfgreflors 
guilty  of  fcandal,  and  merely  to  deprive  them  of 
a  participation  in  fpiritual  matters  ;  that  he  em- 
ployed them,  indifferently,  againfl:  all  tranfgref- 
fors,  and  in  all  matters  ;  fo  as  to  bring  them,  at 
laft,  into  almofb  general  contempt.  He  affetled 
to  confider  every  one,  who  gave  him  any  perfonal 
affront,  as  an  enemy  to  the  church  ;  and  every 
one  who  fhewed  him  any  perfonal  refped:,  as  her 
friend.  The  governor,  on  his  fide,  betrayed  great 
v/eaknefs  in  the  exercife  of  his  temporal  authority  ^ 
fometimes  carrying  it  farther  than  there  was  any 
occafion  for  ;  and,  at  other  times,  fliewing  equal 
remifTnefs  in  the  exercife  ot  it.  But,  though  the 
bifliop  was  much  more  to  blame  than  the  governor, 
the  great  fliew  of  piety  which  he  fl:ill  made,  ac- 
companied by  a  great  flow  of  eloquence,  inter- 
mixed with  tears  and  fighs,  and  the  affe(ftation  of 

Vol.  L  F  f  fome 


4i8  THE     HISTORY 

lome  extraordinary  gifts,  fo  captivated  the  genera- 
lity of  his  diocete,  that  he  was  permitted  to  go  the 
moil  unufual  lengths ;  excommunicating  the  go- 
vernor again  and  again,  and  the  other  officers  moil 
neceffary  to  the  due  adminiflration  of  civil  juflice ; 
and  laxing  their  abfokition  at  mofl:  extraordinary 
films,  in  matters  net  within  his  jurifdidlion ;  or^ 
if  they  were,  for  olTences  fo  flight  in  themfelves, 
or  committed  in  confcquence  of  flich  provocation, 
as  by  no  means  to  delerve  any  extraordinary  ani- 
.madverfion.  At  length,  he  repeatedly  interdicted 
feveral  convents,  and  even  almofl  all  the  churches 
and  priefls  of  the  capital,  from  a  fpirit  of  refent- 
ment  againfl  a  few  individuals. 

As  the  governor  had  but  too  jufl  reafon  to  con- 
clude, that  father  de  Cardenas,  befides  his  having 
infulted  the  royal  authority,  in  the  perfon  of  the 
king';-  reprefentative,  and  difturbed  the  public 
peace  by  his  converfation  and  libels,  was  the  chief 
•promoter  of  all  his  uncle's  violences,  he,  even 
without  confulting  his  brother,  tooj^  him  one  night, 
by  force,  cut  of  the  Francifcan  convent,  the 
guardian  of  which  had  refufed  to  give  him  up  by 
fair  means,  on  pretence  of  his  being  of  the  bifhop's 
houfhold,  as  the  bifhop  had  done  before,  on  pre- 
tence of  his  belonging  to  the  convent ;  ordered 
him  to  be  left,  bound  hand  and  foot,  on  an  emi- 
nence in  the  neighbourhood,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  :  and,  when  he  had  remained  there  for  two 
days,  in  that  condition,  v/ithout  any  nourifhment^ 
or  any  bed  to '  lie  on,  but  the  bare  earth,  and 
expofed  to  all  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  and 
flings  of  every  kind  of  infedl,  fent  him  to  Corri- 
entes,  on  board  an  Indian  bark,  wrapped  up  in  a 
woman*s  cap  and  cloak,  and  with  a  very  fmall 
quantity  of  bilcuit  and  fait  meat  to  fubfifh  ouj  du- 
ring the  vovage.  On  the  other  hand,  the  bifhop 
fufpediing  father  Hiniflrofa  to  be  the  chief  pro- 
moter 
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moter  of  this  violence  of  his  brother,  and  the  fpirit 
of  refiflence  he  now  began  to  fliew,  banifhed  him 
the  diocefe. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  was  confufion  in  the  ca- 
pital. The  governor  and  the  bifhop  no  longer 
kept  any  meaiures  with  each  other  i  and  all  the 
inhabitants  fided  with  one  or  the  other,  according 
as  their  views  or  interefts  diredied  them.  Don 
Gregorio  aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than  making  him- 
felf  mafter  of  the  bifhop's  perfon,  who,  on  his 
fide,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  feize  that  of 
the  governor,  when  he  thought  he  had  fufficiently 
inflamed  his  flock  againfl:  him  ;  and  nothing  was 
now  to  be  heard,  in  every  quarter  of  the  city,  but 
the  confufed  and  alarming  noife  of  bells,  drums, 
and  trumpets. 

The  jefuits  were  amongfh  thofe,  who  alternately 
experienced  Don  Bernardin's  good  or  ill-will ; 
and  that,  very  often,  in  one  and  the  fame  day, 
both  from  the  pulpit,  and  in  private  converfation. 
In  his  firfl:  letters  to  the  king,  he  reprefented  them 
as  the  only  ecclefiafhicks  duly  qualified  for  the  ar- 
duous tafk  of  civilizing,  and  converting  the  In- 
dians But  he,  at  length,  fo  entirely  changed  his 
note,  that  he  inveighed  againfl;  them,  as  perfons 
guilty  of  high  treafon,  by  depriving  the  crown  of 
fo  many  vaflals  ;  and  even  rapine,  by  robbing  the 
fubjedls  of  fo  many  fervants  ;  though  he  could  not 
but  know,  that  their  fl:renuous  defence  of  the  In- 
dians, from  the  drudgery  of  perfonal  fervice,  v/as 
v/hat  had  mofl:  contributed  to  their  fuccefs  in 
reducing  them. 
r  Don  Bernardin,  at  lafl:,  tired  with  that 

^^ '  confuflon,  of  which  he  had  been  the  fole 
author,  and  not  having  difcretion  or  refoluiion 
enough  to  put  an  end  to  it,  by  abfolving  the  ob- 
jects of  his  anger  and  avarice  from  the  heavy  ex- 
communications and  fines  he  had   impofed  upon 
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them,  thought  the  bed  thing  he  could  do,  was  ta 
leave  them  all  to  themfelves.  He  therefore  em- 
barked on  the  Paraguay,  on  Whitfun-eve,  leaving 
with  his  vicar  a  v/ritten  order,  for  the  inter didlion 
of  divine  fervice,  in  all  places  where  the  governor 
might  happen  to  be.  But  the  chapter,  out  of  re- 
fpedt  to  fo  great  a  folemnity,  hindered  the  vicar 
from  publifhing  it,  till  the  Monday  following ; 
when  the  names  of  the  governor  and  feveral  others 
were  found  lluck  up  on  the  excommunication  table 
without  any  caufe  being  alfigned  for  excommuni- 
cating them.  Many  perfons  confidered  fo  irregu- 
lar an  adl,  as  null  and  void  in  itfelf ;  fo  that  fome 
churches  were  kept  conflantly  open,  and  others 
conftantly  Ihut.  The  governor,  in  particular,  al- 
ledged,  that,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  he  could 
not  be  confidered  as  a  perfon  exteriorly  ex- 
communicated, and  that  he  ought  to  be  abfolved. 
The  jeiuits,  being  obliged  to  fpeak  on  the  occafion, 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that,  as  he  had  no  war  on 
his  hands,  he  iliould,  however,  to  avoid  giving 
fcandal,  confider  himfelf  as  fuch,  till  abfolved  by 
the  bifliop  himfelf  But  the  friars  of  two  other 
convents  deciding,  that  the  vicar-general  ought  to 
^bfolve  him,  Don  Gregorio  went,  for  that  purpofe, 
at  the  head  of  his  garrifon,  to  the  vicar's  houfe, 
and,  on  his  refufmg  to  do  it,  ordered  the  doors 
and  windows  to  be  nailed  up  ;  and  then  fent  him 
word,  that,  till  he  did,  no  one  fhould  be  per- 
mitted to  go  in  or  out.  But  the  vicar-  general 
holding  out  notwithllanding,  the  governor,  tired 
with  waiting,  difmiffed  his  troops,  and  retired. 

On  his  return  home,  he  caufed  depofitions  to  be 
taken  of  all  the  diforders  committed  or  occa- 
fioned  by  Don  Bernardin,  fince  his  arrival  in  his 
diocefe  ;  and  fent  them  to  the  royal  audienpe  of 
Charcas.  Don  Bernardin,  on  the  news  of  it,  fent 
foiiie  memorials  to  the  fame  tribunal,  in  which  he 

charged 
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charged  the  governor,  upon   oath,  with  the  moll 
odious  crimes.      This,  however,  proved  a  fortu- 
nate flep  for  both  the  governor  and  the  inhabitants 
in  general,  as  it  furni filed  father  Truxillo,  a  Fran- 
cifcan,  whom  the  bifhop  had  appointed  his  vice- 
gerent and  vicar-general,  v/ith  full  power  to  take 
off  the  interdid  and  abfolve  of  all  cenfures,  ajufl 
motive  for  refloring  tranquility.     For,  finding,  that 
both  interdicll  and  excommunications  were  fo  ill 
grounded  he  took   them  all  off,  in  confide  ration 
of  the  affair  being  removed,  both  as   civil  and  cri- 
minal,   before   the    fuperior   tribunals;    and    the 
parties  excommunicated    binding    themfelves    in 
body  and  goods  to  fiibmit  to  the  fentence  of  fuch 
fuperior  courts.    This  ftep  of  father  Truxillo's  was 
produ(itive  of  what   fome  deemed   a  ftill  happier 
conlequence :    it   pioduced  in  Don   Bernardin   fo 
violent  a  hurry  to  get  back  to   the  Aflumption, 
that,  though  he  had  taken  into  his  head  to  vifit 
the  redudtions  under  the  jefuits,  which  might  have 
poffibly  been  ruined,  even  by  his  zeal  to  forward 
them  ;  and  one  of  their  paflors  was  come  to  con- 
du(fl   him,    with  a  party  of  Indians,   and  every 
thing  requifite  to  make  his  vifit  fafe  and  agreeable 
to  him  ;  he  juft  gave  himfelf  time  to  pafs  through 
one  of  them. 

But  great  as  his  hurry  was,  he  thought  proper 
to  fbop  fhort  at  Yaguaron,  a  large  Indian  town 
eight  leagues  from  the  Affumption  ;  and,  to  avoid 
being  interrupted  there,  iffued  a  ftrong  order,  for- 
bidding all  perfons,  except  the  regular  clergy,  to 
come  there  without  his  leave,  under  pain  of  excom- 
munication, and  a  fine  of  fifty  crowns.  Having  after- 
wards invited,  in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  Don 
Diego  Pontius  de  Leon,  treafurer  of  his  chapter ; 
and  Don  Ferdinand  Sanchez,  another  of  his  canons ; 
to  come  and  fee  him  ;  inflead  of  giving  them  the  re- 
ception they  expelled,  he  abufed  them  as  traitors  to 
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their  bifhop  and  the  church  ;  and  then,  without 
permitting  them  to  utter  a  fmgle  fyliable,  ordered 
them  to  be  (hut  up  feparately  in  different  rooms, 
where  they  continued,  in  fpite  of  all  the  fupericrs  of 
the  fever al  convents  of  the  AlTumption  could  do,  for 
the  fpace  of  forty  days,  when  they  had  the  good 
fortune  to  make  their  efcape ;  the  treafurer,  to  Cor- 
rientes ;  the  canon,  to  the  AiTumption,  where 
he  took  refuge  in  the  houfe  of  the  governor,  who 
gave  him  a  very  friendly  reception. 

Now,  at  length,  Don  Gregorio,  thefe  two  eccle- 
fiaflicks,  and  all  others  who  wifhed  well  to  the  go- 
vernor, or  ill  to  the  billiop,  began  to  deliberate  on 
the  propriety  of  withdrawing  from  the  jurifdidion 
of  a  prelate,  who,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
vice-provincials  of  the  francifcans  and  dominicans, 
llrongly  fupported  by  the  canons  arguments,  never 
had  any ;  and  foon  refolved  upon  doing  it=  But, 
unfortunately  for  the  peace  of  the  province,  the 
bifhop  happening  to  get  intelligence  of  it,  publifhed 
an  ordinance  declaring  null  and  void  all  the  abfolu- 
tions  given  by  father  Truxillo.  Soon  after,  he 
publifned  a  fentence  of  excommunication  againfi: 
the  treafurer  and  canon  ;  an  inhibition  to  treat  with 
or  even  fpeak  to  the  governor ;  and  at  length  laid 
the  whole  city  under  an  interdid,  Chrifhmas  day 
and  that  of  the  circumcifion,  in  the  church  of  the 
college  only  excepted.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
thought  proper  to  add  to  thefe  diforders  by  ex- 
empting, of  his  own  authority,  feveral  Indians 
bound  to  perfonal  fervice  ^  particularly  all  thofe  be- 
longing to  the  pcrfons  he  had  excommunicated. 

The  governor,  deeply  aifedled  at  fo  many  difor- 
ders, and  unable  to  remedy  them,  the  fear  people 
had  conceived  of  the  bifhop  having  almofh  entirely 
annihilated  his  authority,  at  laft  refolved  to  be 
reconciled  to  him,  and  repaired  for  that  purpofe  to 
Yaguaron,  attended  only  by   his  fecretaiy  and  a 

few 
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fev/  officers.  On  his  arrival,  he  could  not  find  a 
houfe  willing  to- receive  him,  nor  did  any  one  offer 
to  do  him  the  leall  fervice ;  all  avoiding  him  as  an 
excommunicated  pcrfon.  However,  as  he  fincere- 
ly  dciired  to  be  abfolved,  he  refolved  to  diink  the 
cup  to  the  very  lees ;  and  Don  Be^  nardin,  on  his 
lide,  took  not  the  leaft  pains  to  leiTen  the  bitternefs 
of  it.  Not  content  with  feeing  Don  Gregorio  at 
his  feet,  he  gave  him  only  a  conditional  abiolulion 
nor  even  that,  until!  he  had  bound  himfelf  by  oath 
and  in  writing,  to  pay  a  fine  laid  on  him  of  four 
thoufand  arobes  of  the  herb  of  Paraguay.  He 
even  thought  proper  that  all  the  inhabitants  fiiould 
be  witnefTes  to  their  governor's  humiliation  ;  and, 
before  he  abfolved  him,  reprimanded  him  with  as 
iittle  ceremony  as  he  would  have  done  a  man  of 
the  loweft  rank,  convidled  of  the  moil  enormous 
tranfgreffions. 

The  governor's  example  was  followed  by  a  great 
number  of  other  excommunicated  perfons,  who 
repaired  to  Yaguaron  in  a  body,  thinking  they 
might,  thereby,  make  the  greater  imprellion  on 
the  bifhop  ;  but  they  had  no  better  fuccefs.  After 
taxing  them  with  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts,  and 
terrifying  many  of  them  by  the  relation  offome 
vifions,  in  which  he  pretended  that  not  only  all 
the  powers  he  had  alfumcd,  had  been  ratified  and 
enlarged,  but  the  ufe  he  had  made  of  them  approv- 
ed ;  and  infiiling  that  all  nature  was  in  his  power 
to  deflroy  the  enemies  of  the  church,  he  abfolved 
them  on  their  binding  themfeives,  by  oath  and  in 
writing,  to  pay  fines,  which  not  one  of  them 
was  able  to  pay.  Another  excommunicated  perfon, 
even  one  of  thofe  who  had  a  hand  in  the  car- 
rying off  of  father  de  Cardenas,  fucceedcd  better 
by  the  following  flratagem.  He  repaired  to 
Yaguaron  in  the  habit  of  a  penitent  with  a  fcourge 
in  his  hand  ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  came  v/ithin  fight 
of  the  bifhop,  who  then   happened  to  be  in  the 
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church,  laid  the  flrokes  on  his  fhoulders  fo  heavily, 
crying  out  all  the  while,  "  mercy,  mercy,"  that 
the  bifhop  took  him  up,  embraced  him,  loaded 
him  with  praifes  and  favours,  and  difmiiTed  him 
without  any  condition. 

On  the  Maundy  Thurfday  following,  the  eccle- 
fiaflicat  judges  took  it  into  their  heads  to  open  an 
office  in  the  choir  to  receive  I  know  not  what  church 
dues  ;  and  told  all  thofe  who  prefented  themfelves 
to  pay  them,  that,  if  they  had  communicated  with 
excommunicated  perfons,  they  had  themfelves  in- 
curred the  fame  cenfures,  and  could  not  be  ab- 
folved  from  them,  till  they  fhould  bind  themfelves 
by  oath  and  in  writing,  to  fubmit  to  the  conditions 
that  might  be  impofed  on  them.  Mofl  of  them 
figned  rather  than  be  deprived  of  the  facraments  at 
fo  holy  a  feafon.  Two,  who,  without  making  any 
fubmilTion,  had  ftept  in  the  croud,  one  to  the  tribu- 
nal of  confeflion,  and  the  other  to  the  Lord's  table, 
were,  on  difcovery,  thruft  out.  The  news  of  thefe 
abominable  proceedings  greatly  exafperated  the 
camp-mafler  general,  Don  Sebaftian  de  Leon,  who, 
having  been  excommunicated  'by  the  bifhop,  chofe 
to  continue  fo,  rather  than  fubmit  to  be  the  vidim 
of  his  avarice,  or  rather  that  of  thofe  about  him. 
and  the  tool  of  his  vengeance  againfl  the  governor. 
He,  therefore,  repaired  to  the  cathedral ;  and,  after 
reproaching  the  judges  with  their  felling  their  maf- 
ter,  like  Judas,  threatened,  if  they  did  not  immedi- 
ately defift  from  their  fimoniacal  dealings,  to  drive 
them  with  his  belt  out  of  the  houfe  of  God,  which 
they  thus  profaned,  not  by  felling  beads  and  birds 
for  the  facrifice,  but  the  facrifice  itfelf 

Thi  s  military  reprimand  fucceeded  fo  well,  that 
all  thofe,  who  had  not  as  yet  complied  with  the  con- 
ditions required  of  them,  were  admitted  to  the  fa- 
craments without  it ;  and  thofe  who  had,  ■  but  were 
unable  to  pay  the  tax  impofed  on  them,  had  it  re- 
duced 
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duced  to  one-fifth  by  the  licentiate,  Don  Francis 
Chaparro  -,  who,  afterwards,  on  the  bifhop's  dif- 
covering  what  he  had  done,  and  fining  him  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  of  the  herb  of  Paraguay,  ailem- 
bied  all  thofe  from  whom  he  had  taken  any  obliga- 
tions, tore  the  obligations  to  pieces ;  declaring  to 
the  perfons  who  had  given  them,  that  they  no 
longer  owed  any  thing. 

.  These  diforders  were  followed  by  flill  greater; 
the  bifhop  taking  upon  him  to  levy,  by  force,  the 
fines  impofed  by  him,  fo  as  to  fill  the  whole  pro- 
vince with  terror  and  confufion,  efpecially  as  the 
Indians  given  in  command  were  treated  as  pri- 
vate property,  and  wrefhed  from  their  encommen- 
deroes,  not  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  but  to  pafs  over  to 
the  fervice  of  the  bifhop,  his  officers  and  confidants. 
In  a  word,  he  afliimed  to  himfelf  the  exercife  of  all 
royal  as  well  as  epifcopal  jurifdiclion  ;  the  gover- 
nor, for  a  long  time  not  intervening  further,  than. 
to  refcue  out  of  his  hands  fome  Indians,  whom 
their  encommenderoes  had  forfeited,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  the  herb  of  Paraguay. 

This  vigorous  ftep  of  the  governor  proved  the 
caufe  of  another  rupture  between  him  and  the  bi- 
fhop, who  immediately  fummoned  the  governor  to 
the  payment  of  his  fine  of  Paraguay,  (though  he  had 
already  paid  it  to  the  perfon  commiifioned  by  the  bi- 
fhop to  receive  it)  becaufe  it  had  never  reached  his 
hands,  having  periihed  on  the  way,  part  of  it  by 
being  put  on  board  a  leaky  boat,  and  the  reft  fome 
other  way.  Befides,  Don  Gregorio  infifted  that  he 
had  no  more  to  give.  Upon  this,  notwithftanding, 
Don  Bernardin  declared  the  governor  relapfed  into 
his  former  excommunication ;  thundered  out  a  new 
one  againfl  him  for  new  exceiles  againft  the 
church ;  and  forbid  all  manner  of  perfons  to  com- 
municate with  him,  render  him  any  fervice,  or 
obey  him  under  the  fame  penalties,  and  that  of  be- 
ing 
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ing  banifiied  the  province.  Thefe  frefh  exceiTes 
ap"ainll  the  o;overnor  were  foUov/ed  by  nev/  interdids 
againfr  the  feveral  religious  orders,  and  frem  outrages 
againft  thejefuits  in  particular;  fo  that  in  a  Oiort 
time  it  became  dangerous  to  adminiller  any  fpiritual 
affiilance  to  the  Tick,  though  the  town  was  afflided 
with  a  contagious  difeafe,  or  even  bury  the  dead 
in  confecrated  ground  ;  the  bifhop  refufmg  to  take 
off  his  cenfures  in  fpite  of  all  the  reprefentations 
made  to  him.  by  the  moft  refpedtable  perfons.  In 
the  mxidil  of  this  diilrefs,  three  hundred  Guaycurus 
appeared  in  fight  of  the  capital,  to  the  great  terror, 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  faw  the  hands  of  their 
governor  and  his  officers  tied  up  by  the  rafh  decree 
of  the  prelate,  to  whom,  therefore,  new  reprefen- 
tations v/ere  made  by  the  chapter  in  a  body  •,  the  in- 
habitants not  chufing  that  the  governor,  however 
willing,  Ihould  leave  them  for  that  purpofe.  But 
the  bifhop  would  pay  no  regard  to  the  chapter's 
interpofition.  At  •  length,  however,  he  confented 
to  take  off  the  interdid,  and  fufpend  the  governor's 
excommunication  for  fifteen  days,  on  his  giving 
frefh  fecurity,  at  the  interceflion  of  a  Devota ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  the  Guaycurus  difappeared  ;  but 
the  war  broke  out  again  between  the  bifhop  and 
the  governor  with  redoubled  violence  and  fury. 

Don  Gregorio  had  jufh  received  a  letter 
^^  "^^  from  the  marquis  de  la  Mancera,  viceroy 
of  Peru,  with  orders  not  to  tolerate  any  longer  the 
oppreilion  under  which  the  inhabitants  of  his  pro- 
vince were  groaning,  nor  the  contempt  of  his  own 
authority  ;  to  re-eftablifh  every  thing  on  the  footing 
prefcribed  by  the  laws  and  ordinances ;  and  oblige 
the  bifhop  to  confine  himfelf  within  the  bounds  of 
hisjurifdidtion,  which  was  merely  fpiritual.  The 
governor,  on  the  perufal  of  this  letter,  felt  a  re- 
turn of  all  his  former  courage,  and  refolved  to  ex- 
ert for  the  future  ail  his   rights ;  but  he  did  not 

fuf- 
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fufficiently  know  himfelf  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
had  to  deal  with  a  man,  to  whom  he  had  but  too 
well  made  himfelf  known. 

The  governor  began  by  taking  a  general  re- 
view of  his  troops ;  and  thtn  in  obedience  to  the 
viceroy,  ordered  all  the  Portugueze  eftablifhed  at 
the  Allumption  to  fet  out  for  Santafe  ;  gave  no- 
tice to  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ca- 
pital, that  he  intended  to  vifit  them  ;  and  defired 
they  might  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  execute 
the  orders  of  his  majefly  with  which  he  was  entrufh- 
ed.  Don  Bernardin,  confidering  himfelf  as  the  ob- 
jed:  of  them,  immediately  fent  to  the  Aflumption 
orders  to  declare  that  the  governor  fhould  be  fliil 
confidered  as  an  excommunicated  perfon,  the  fif- 
teen days,  during  which  his  excommunication  had 
been  fufpended,  being  elapfed ;  and  to  forbid  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  whether  Spaniards 
or  Indians,  to  join  him  on  pain  of  incurring  the 
heavieft  cenfures  he  could  lay  on  them. 

Don  Gregorio,  en  his  fide,  gave  out  that  he  was 
to  execute  a  very  important  commiflion  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  king  ;  and  applied  in  his  majefly's  name 
to  have  his  cenfures  taken  off  ;  but  all  the  anfwer 
he  could  obtain,  was,  that  the  bilhop  alone  could 
grant  his  requeft,  upon  which  he  immediately  fet 
out  for  Yaguaron.  On  his  arrival  at  Ita,  he  met 
the  licentiate  Don  Pedro  Navarro,  who  ferved  him 
with  an  order  in  v/riting  not  to  proceed  any  further, 
on  pain  of  a  major  excommunication,  and  a  heavy 
fine,  for  him  and  all  thofe  who  fliould  follow  him. 
Don  Gregorio  refufed  to  liflen  to  this  adl,  .on 
pretence  that  it  fhould  be  ferved  by  a  notary, 
upon  which  the  licentiate  laid  the  town  under  an 
interdicfl.  Don  Gregorio,  on  his  arrival  at  Ya- 
guaron, went  flraight  to  the  church  with  all  his  reti- 
nue ;  and  the  fight  of  him  ftruck  fo  much  terfor 
into  Don  Bernardin,  that  he  thought  proper  to  ab- 

folve 
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folve  him.  He  then  embraced  him  ;  celebrated 
high  mais  ^  preached  according  to  cuflom  after 
the  gofpel ;  loaded  Don  Gregorio  with  praifes  ; 
and  invited  him  to  dinner,  during  which  not  a 
word  was  faid  of  their  paft  diii'entions.  Dinner 
being  over,  the  governor  reqiiefled  the  bifhop  to 
fu'pend  the  interdict  of  the  capital,  at  leafl  till 
afcer  the  feaft  of  Ailumption,  by  v/hich  it  was 
called  i  and  the  bifnop  very  gracioufly  complied  % 
fo  that  this  reconciliation  had  all  the  air  of  being  a 
very  perfedt  and  lincere  one. 

At  the  fame  time,  father  Lopez,  the  provincial 
of  the  Dominicans,  obtained  leave  to  rebuild  the 
convent  of  his  order  at  the  Ailumption,  which  the 
bifhop  had  demolillied  ;  and  on  his  arrival  at  the 
Aiilimption,  where,  by  the  bifhop's  orders,  he  was 
received  with  gr^at  honours,  immediately  fet  about 
it.  This  favour  to  the  Dominicans  was  attended 
with  marks  of  the  flrongefh  diflike  to  the  jefuits, 
whofe  grammar  and  other  fchools  he  foon  after 
commanded  to  be  fhut  up. 

Some  .days  after  he  iffued  an  ordinance  depriving 
all  the  regular  priefls  of  the  power  of  preaching 
and  abfolving  ;  but  he  foon  reilored  it  to  them  all, 
except  thejefuits.  The  red:or,  upon  this,  imme- 
diately waited  on  the  grand  vicar,  to  beg  of  him  to 
order  all  the  priefls  of  his  houfe  to  be  examined  ; 
and,  if  he  judged  them  capable,  to  give  them  the 
fame  powers  he  had  done  to  others.  The  grand  vicar 
anfwered  that  he  would  write  about  it  to  the  billiop ; 
and  he  did  fo,  accordingly.  The  bifhop  anfwered 
that  he  did  not  in  the  leafl  doubt  of  the  capacity 
of  thejefuits,  but  that  it  imported  the  fervice  of 
God  not  to  permiit  them  to  adminifler  the  facra- 
ments,  or  preach.  He  could  not,  however,  be 
very  eafy  in  regard  to  this  inhibition,  as  he  had  ob- 
ferved  no  formality  in   ilTuing  it ;  and  could  not 
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doubt  of  the  complaint,  made  again^  li'm  to  the 
royal  audience  of  Charcas,  having  m  idc  great  im- 
preifion  on  the  members  of  it. 

For  thefe  and  many  other  reafons,  he  tliought 
it  behoved  him  to  m.ake  the  governor  approve 
of  his  defigns  againft  the  jefuits,  or  at  leaft  engage 
him  not  to  oppofe  them.  For  this  purpole,  he  had 
feveral  conferences  with  him,  in  which  he  did  all 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  perfuade  him,  that  the  good 
intelligence,  which  reigned  between  them  for  Ibrne 
time  after  his  arrival  ni  his  diocefe,  v/ould  never 
have  been  interrupted,  had  it  not  been  for  a  fet  of 
men,  who  regulated  all  their  actions  by  the  max- 
ims of  a  mofb  dangerous  policy  ;  that  they  had, 
in  particular,  improved  the  carrying  off  of  father 
Cardenas,  to  exafperate  him  ;  adding,  that  he  now 
plainly  faw  they  had  hurried  him  to  great  lengths  ; 
and  that  he  was  defirous  of  making  reparation  for 
any  excefs  committed  againft  him  ;  that  he  was 
ftill  the  more  difpofed  to  it,  by  what  he  had  heard 
of  his  family  from  the  provincial  of  the  Domini- 
cans, who  had  told  him,  among  other  things,  that 
he  had  a  daughter  in  Chili,  whofe  fortune  was 
neitlier  anfwerable  to  her  family  nor  her  merit  ; 
that  he  would  be  glad  to  contribute  to  eftablifh 
her  in  a  fuitable  manner  ;  and  that  he,  therefore, 
forgave  him  the  four  thoufand  crowns  he  flill 
owed  for  the  abiblution  from  the  cenfures  he  had 
incurred  ;  that  he  v/ould  render  a  favourable  fen- 
tence  in  regard  to  the  outrage  he  had  offered  his 
nephew,  by  expofing  properly  the  excefTes  com- 
mitted by  that  religious  againft  his  perfon.  To 
thefe  he  added  feveral  other  promifes,  and  con- 
cluded by  alTuring  him,  that  he  would  always  have 
his  intereft  at  heart,  where  it  did  not  clafh  with  the 
rights  of  the  church,  for  which  he  was  refolved  to 
facrifice  every  thing,  even  his  life,  as  every  good 
bifhop  ought  to  do. 
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A  FEW  days  after,  Don  Gregorio  received  avifit 
from  the  provincial  of  the  Dominicans,  who  began 
by  fpeaking  to  him  in  a  manner  to  let  him  fee,  what 
chieHy  engaged  Don  Bernardin  to  wifh  to  be  re- 
conciled with  him.  This  father  opened  his  dif- 
courfe  by  a  long  harangue  on  the  interefl  of  a  go- 
vernor to  remain  infeparably  united  with  his  bifhop. 
He  told  him,  that  both  religion  and  prudence  re- 
quired he  fhould  forget  all  that  was  pall,  that  it  was 
always  troublefome,  and  often  dangerous,  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  fuperior  tribunals  ;  that  it  generally 
proved  deciimental  to  a  man's  character,  and  repu- 
tation ;  that  there  occurred  feveral  things,  which  a 
prudent  man  fhould  not  feem  to  take  notice  of ; 
that,  even  in  cafes  where  a  bifhop  fhould  attempt 
to  encroach  on  the  fecular  jurildidlion,  it  was 
more  fecure  and  decent  to  make  up  matters  in  an 
amicable  mxar.ner,  than  to  proceed  to  open  vio- 
lence ;  and  that  by  the  letter  he  has  received  from 
the  viceroy,  this  appeared  likewife  to  be  his  ex- 
cellency's opinion ;  in  a  word,  that  it  would  be 
worth  his  while  to  yield  fom.ething  to  live  upon 
good  terms  with  a  bifhop  like  Don  Bernardin  de 
Cardenas. 

Don  Gregorio  has  fmce  affirmed,  that  father 
Lopez,  after  fpeaking  to  him  in  this  manner,  af- 
fured  him  that  the  prelate  was  determined  to  drive 
the  jefuits  out  of  the  Affumption,  and  out  of  all 
the  millions  of  the  province  of  Parana,  that  hap- 
pened to  be  within  his  diocefe  ;  and  that  he  made 
no  doubt  of  feeirg  his  conduft  in  regard  to  them 
approved  by  the  pope  and  his  catholic  majefty ; 
that  he  advifed  him  not  to  intermeddle  in  this  af- 
fair, as  Don  Bernardin  was  either  the  holiefl  bifhop 
of  God's  church,  or  the  wickedefh  man  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  ;  and  that,  which  ever  he  was,  he 
could  onl}  be  a  lofer  by  quarrelling  with  him ;  that 
he,  the  governor,  had  anfwered,  that  he  had  taken 
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a  refolution  to  diiTembie  every  thing  that  did  not 
affedt  his  honour  or  conlcience  ;  but  that  he  would, 
at  the  riilv  of  his  fortune,  oppofe  the  expulfion  of 
the  jefuits,  or  any  other  religious  order  from  the 
province,  with  the  government  of  which  the  king 
his  mafter  had  entrufted  him,  without  expreis  or- 
ders in  writing  from  his  majefty. 

Father  Lopez  no  fooner  received  this  anfwer, 
than,  feeing  no  longer  any  appearance  of  being 
able  to  reconcile  the  billiop  and  the  governor,  he 
made  w^hat  hafle  he  could  to  finifh  the  affairs  that 
brought  him  into  Paraguay,  in  order  to  leave  a 
province,  which  mufl,  he  forefaw,  become  the 
fcene  of  the  mofl  horrid  confufion ;  and  he  ac- 
cordingly fet  out  foon  after.  The  prelate,  how- 
ever, had  not,  as  yet,  loft  all  hopes  of  being  able 
to  ftagger  the  governor's  refolution  ;  and,  there- 
fore, did  all  that  lay  in  his  pov/er  to  perfuade  him^ 
that  he  was  the  fmcereft  of  his  friends.  Don 
Gregorio  faw  very  well  that  thefe  offers  of  the  bi- 
fhcp  were  very  far  from  being  difinterefted,  and 
received  a  further  proof  of  it  from  father  Lope 
Hinoftrofa  his  fon,  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftin, 
lately  returned  from  Yaguaron,  where,  on  his  ar- 
rival from  Chili,  he  went  to  pay  his  refpeds  to  the 
bifhop. 

Father  Lope  informed  his  father,  that  he  had 
been  received  by  the  bifhop  with  the  greateft  ho- 
nours, and  faluted  by  the  found  of  hautboys  ;  that 
the  prelate  had  loaded  him  with  praifes,  and  marks 
of  the  moft  cordial  friendfhip ;  that  he  had  named 
him  examiner  pf  the  candidates  for  holy  orders, 
with  a  promife  to  receive  whoever  fhould  bring 
him  a  note  under  his  hand  ;  that  he  had  often, 
and  with  great  opennefs,  entertained  him  with 
complaints  againft  the  jefuits  ;  that,  among  other 
things,  he  accufed  them  of  abufmg  both  the 
pope  and  the  king ;    that,  in  quality  of  paftor  of 
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the  diocefe,  and  the  counfellor  to  hismajefty,  he  con- 
fidered  himfelf  as  bound  in  duty  to  perfecute  them 
without  mercy,  though  he  were  to  lofe  his  life  by 
it  ;  that  he  had  requefled  him  to  prevail  on 
his  father  to  abfent  himfelf  for  fome  time,  under 
fome  pretext  or  another,  if  he  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  a6l  in  concert  with  him ;  in  fine,  that  he  had 
promifed  him  a  thoufand  livres  to  buy  books,  in 
cafe  he  fucceeded  in  this  negociation. 

To  this  difcourfe  of  his  fon,  and  thofe  of  every  other 
perfon,  who  fpoke  to  him  in  the  fame  flrain,  the 
governor  made  no  other  anfwer,  than  by  vague  pro- 
teflations  of  his  devotion  to  the  perfon  of  Don 
Bernardin.  He  then  caufed  the  jefuits  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  ftorm  that  was  gathering  againft 
them  i  but  without  letting  them  know  what  afTift- 
ance  they  might  expedl  from  him.  He  even  gave 
them  reafon  to  think  that  he  waited  to  take  his 
refolution,  till  the  circumflances  fhould  oblige 
him  to  declare  himfelf.  In  fa(^,  he  played  his 
part  fo  well,  that  the  bifhop  was  fo  far  deceived 
as  to  think  he  might  proceed  without  meeting  any 
oppofition  from  him.  However  he  relblved  to 
advance  inch  by  inch  •,  convinced  that,  by  always 
gaining  a  little  ground,  he  fhould,  at  laft,  carry 
his  point,  provided  he  made  no  halt.  The  follow- 
ing was  the  firfl  flep  he  took. 

The  bilhop  propofed  the  jefuits  to  yield  him  a 
farm  of  theirs,  for  what  it  had  coft  them  ;  and  then, 
without  waiting  for  their  anfwer,  fent  them  word, 
that  they  were  rich  enough  to  make  him  a  prefent 
of  it ;  adding,  that,  as  he  thought  there  was  no  rely- 
ing upon  their  generofity,  he  gave  them  notice,  that 
his  eftate  belonged  to  the  Indians  of  Yaguaron, 
and  ordered  them  to  evacuate  it  in  eight  days  ;  if 
they  did  not  chufe,  that  he  fhould  caufe  it  to  be 
feized  ;  and  abandon  to  thofe  charged  with  the 
execution  of  his  orders,  all  the  moveables  they 
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could  find  on  it,  as  a  reward  for  their  trouble. 
This  letter  was  prefented  to  the  redor  of  the  col- 
lege by  one  of  the  bidiop's  officers,  who,  without 
0:ivinof  him  time  to  read  it,  told  him  it  contained  a 
definitive  fentence ;  that  as  they  could  make  no  ap- 
peal from  it  but  to  the  Pope,  of  whom  the  bifhop 
was  delegate,  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  make 
any  ;  and  that,  befides,  Don  Bernardin  would  not 
give  them  time  to  do  it. 

Don  Bernardin,  at  the  fame  time,  caufed  notice 
to  be  given  to  all  thofe  who  were  preparing  to  receive 
holy  orders,  to  repair  to  Yaguaron  ;  and,  as  they 
prefented  themfelves  before  him,  made  them  take  an 
oath  to  be  faithful  to  him,  even  to  the  efFufion  of 
their  blood,  if  it  fhould  be  found  requifite.  Several 
perfons  were  invited  to  this  ordination,  which  was 
celebrated  with  great  pomp  and  folemnity.  The 
prelate,  befides,  had  taken  care,  by  the  choice  of 
thofe  he  admitted  to  holy  orders,  to  intereft  in  his 
favour  the  principal  families  of  the  capital,  whom 
he  imagined  he  might  thereby  attach  to  himfelf  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  them  fide  with  him,  the 
jefuits ;  efpecially  as  he  had  already  weakened  their 
interefl  with  all  ranks,  by  (hutting  up  their  fchools, 
and  forbidding  them  the  exercife  of  their  ordinary 
functions. 

He,  likewife,  built  greatly  on  the  air  and  flrain. 
of  an  infpired  man,  which  had  fucceeded  fo  well 
with  him  in  the  beginning,  and  fhill  made  fome 
impreliion  on  the  people.  One  day,  as  he  was 
preaching  at  Yaguaron,  and  enveighing  againfl  the 
jefuits,  with  all  his  ufual  vehemence ;  happening 
to  fpy  amongfh  the  audience  father  Peter  Romero ; 
he  turned  towards  the  tabernacle ;  and,  addrelling 
himfelf  to  the  miflionary  who  flood  at  the  end  oi 
the  church,  "  You  muft  excufe  me,  father,  faid 
he,  for  fpeaking  in  this  manner  ;  it  is  the  Lord, 
who  refides  here,  and  whom  I  am  juil  going  to  re- 
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ceive,  that  has  put  thefe  things  into  my  mouth  % 
I  had  not  even  the  leafl  thought  of  them  when  I 
got  into  the  pulpit  ♦,  but  could  not  refill  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  which  feized  me."  He  fpoke  in  pretty 
much  the  fame  terms,  on  the  day  of  the  ordina- 
tion, to  two  other  jefuits  fent  by  father  Sobrino  to 
repr efent  to  him,  that  neither  himfelf  nor  any  of  his 
religious,  could  reproach  themfelves  with  having 
ever  done  any  thing  to  deferve  his  indignation.  Af- 
ter fpeaking  to  them  in  the  harfhefl  terms ;  laying 
his  hand  upon  his  breail,  and  raifmg  his  eyes  to- 
wards heaven,  he  added,  that  motives  fuperior  to 
every  human  confideration  were  the  fole  rule  of  his 
behaviour  to  them.  He  difmiffed  them  with  thefe 
words,  and  then  coolly  refumed  the  converfation, 
which  their  vifit  had  interrupted. 

Some  moments  after  he  fuddenly  changed  the 
difcourfe ;  and,  as  if  overwhelmed  with  the  deepefl 
fonow,  he  faid,  fighing,  that,  in  quality  of  birtiop,  it 
was  his  bufmefs  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  church, 
and  profecute,  without  mercy,  whoever  dared  to 
make  the  ieaft  attempt  on  her  rights  and  patrimo- 
ny ;  that,  having  the  honour  to  be  counfellor  to  his 
majefly;,  he  was  bound  in  duty  to  clear  the  province 
of  thofe,  who  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  king's 
domain,  to  fend  the  riches  arifmg  from  it,  into  fo- 
reign countries,  and  even  into  the  Hates  of  pow- 
ers at  war  with  his  majefty ;  that,  as  paftor  of 
the  diocefe,  it  was  his  indifpenfable  duty  to  his 
flock  to  guard  them  from  the  fnares,  which  the 
infernal  fpirit  laid  for  them,  by  means  of  felf-inte- 
rtfled  minifters,  who,  under  a  veil  of  piety,  and  of 
zeal  for  the  falvation  of  fouls,  flript  them  of  their 
temporal  fubflance. 

After  this  preamble,  which  kept  the  minds  of 
all  the  company  in  fuipence,  he  faid,  that,  as  a  man, 
fubjedt  like  all  other  men  to  be  deceived,  he  had 
for  a  long  time  luffered  himfelf  to  be  feduced  by 
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the  talfe  relations  dirprrfed  by  tliem  ;  but  that,  as 
he  was  now  better  informed,  and  even  enlightened 
from  above,  he  fnoiild  be  abfolutely  inexcufable 
before  God  and  man,  if  he  did  not  lay  open  in  what 
manner  they  had  made  themfelves  maders  of  fo 
many  Indians,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  royal  patri- 
mony, and  the  patronage  of  the  church  :  that  thefe 
falte  apoflles  taught  their  Neophytes  abominable 
dodlrines  ;  that,  having  charitably  advertifed  them 
of  it,  they  had  difregarded  his  remonftrances  ;  that 
they  fpread  among  the  people  pernicious  opinions  •, 
that  tliey  cried  down  the  cenfures  of  the  church, 
and  reduced  to  nothing  the  authority  of  the  holy 
fee;  that  they  perfecuted  the  bifliops,  and  rendered 
their  lives  unhappy  ;  that  he  had  informed  his  ma- 
jefty  of  their  daily  introducing  new  paflors  into 
their  redudtions,  without  the  approbation  of  their 
ecclefiaflical  fuperiors,  and  without  applying  for 
the  "jifa  to  the  bifhops  ;  that  they  diiluaded  the 
Indians  from  paying  any  tribute  to  the  king,  or 
tithes  to  the  billiops ;  that  they  had  very  rich  mines 
of  gold,  whofe  produce  they  fent  wherever  they 
pleaied  ;  that  they  aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than 
ufurping  all  power  both  fpiritual  and  temporal  ; 
that  he  had  fhut  up  their  fchools,  becaufe  they 
taught  their  fcholars  nothing,  with  a  view  of  en- 
grolfing  to  themfelves  all  the  parilhes,  when  there 
iliould  be  no  fecular  priefls  left  to  officiate  in  them  ; 
and  that,  for  the  fame  reafon,  they  refufed  to  ap- 
prove the  candidates  for  holy  orders  when  appointed 
to  examine  them ;  that  he  himfelf  had  euLruffied 
them  for  a  time  with  fome  parifhes,  but  that  he 
had  done  it  merely  on  their  repeated  application  ; 
and  for  want  of  knowing  them  better ;  that  he  had 
forbid  them  to  adminifler  the  facraments,  as  he  had 
heard  they  were  not  over  fcrupulous  in  regard 
to  the  fecret  of  confeflion,  and  made  a  handle  of  it 
to  know  the  mofl  private  tranfadlions  of  families, 
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in  order  to  improve  them  to  their  own  advantage  ; 
that  father  de  Montoya  had  furreptitioufly  obtained 
a  royal  cediile,  by  virtue  of  which  his  brethren  had 
robbed  the  Spaniards  of  whole  nations,  which  be- 
longed to  them  by  right  of  conqueft  ;  that  they 
brought  nothing  with  them  into  Paraguay,  but  the 
clothes  on  their  backs  ;  yet  had  acquired  the  fove- 
reignty  of  one  of  its  largefb  diftridts  ;  that  he  was 
firmly  refolved  to  drive  them  out  of  his  diocefe, 
as  the  Venetians  had  done,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue  -,  that  the  bifhop  of  Tu- 
cuman  and  feveral  others  had  received  the  fame 
power,  but  were  afraid  to  exert  it ;  but  that, 
for  his  part,  he  wanted  neither  power  nor  courage 
to  give  them  the  example  ;  "  and  I  reckon,  faid 
he,  making  an  end  of  his  harangue,  that  you  will 
foon  acknowledge  yourfelves  obliged  to  me  for 
being  ferved  by  Indians,  and  for  feeing  your  chil- 
dren provided  with  good  parifhes  ;  the  king  put 
in  pollellion  of  his  rights  ;  and  the  church  re-efla- 
blifhed  in  the  enjoyment  of  her  rights  and  patri- 
mony." This  fine  harangue  contained  almofl  as 
many  abfurdities  and  falfhoods  as  words.  The 
redudlions  were  not  as  yet  eredled  into  parifhes, 
in  which  cafe  alone  there  could  be  any  neceffity  for 
applying  to  the  bifhops  for  their  vtfa  The  royal 
tribute  was  not  regulated  till  the  year  1 649.  The 
cullom  of  paying  tithes  to  the  ecclefiafhical  fupe* 
riors  was  not  as  yet  any  where  eftablifhed.  It  was 
notorious,  that  the  jefuits  did  all  that  lay  in  their 
power  to  be  excufed  from  the  charge  of  parifhes. 
The  immunity  from  all  perfonal  fervice  granted  to 
their  Indians  was  not  furreptitioufly  obtained,  and 
has  fi nee  been  feveral  times  confirmed.  Befides, 
it  v/as  not  father  Montoya  who  folicited  it.  The 
Venetians  had  not  expelled  the  jefuits  ;  thefe  fathers 
had  retired  of  their  own  accord.  And  furely,  it  illbe- 
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came  a  bifhop  to   imitate    the  example   of    the 
Portugueze  of  St.  Paul  of  Piratiningue. 

As  to  the  laft  article  of  Don  Bernardin's  accii- 
fation,  though  he  often  repeated  it,  it  made  little 
impreliion  on  the  publick,   as  no  body  could  guefs 
what  he  meant  by  it.     Moreover,  no  one  ever  ima- 
gined that  the  jefuits  revealed  the  fecret  of  confeilion. 
And  the  pretended  gold  mines  had  not  as  yet  obtain- 
ed any  credit.  But  the  prelate  knew,  that  the  hopes  of 
having  in  command  all  the  Indians  of  the  Parana, 
was  enough  to  induce  feveral  perfons  to  favour  his 
enterprize  •,    and  he  added  ail  the  reil  merely   to 
perfiiade  his  audience  tliat  thofe  who  oppofed  his 
defigns  were  no  better  than  traitors  to  both  church 
and  ftate.  Thefe  things  he  continually  repeated  both 
in  publick  from  the  pulpit,  and  in  private  difcourfe 
with  fuch,  as  he  thought  it  mofb  imported  him  to 
make  fure  of.    He  even  fhewed  them  the  informa- 
tions of  his  vifitors,  and  the  writings  of  fome  je^ 
fuits,  whofe  hands  had  been  counterfeited  ;  accom- 
panying thefe  marks  of  confidence   with   carelfes 
and  offers  of  fervice  ;    fpiriting  up  the  fearful  by 
telling  them  that  he  aded  merely  by  the  king's 
orders ;    and  he,  at  lafli,  wrought  upon  fo  many 
perfons,  that  people  were  every  where  in  the  utmofl 
impatience  to  fee  the  execution  of  a  projedl,    from 
which  they  flattered  themfelves  with  the  thoughts 
of  deriving  fuch  confiderable  advantages.       But, 
jufl  as  he  began  to  look  upon  himfelf  as  fure  of 
fiiccefs,  he  received  news  fufficient  to  convince  him, 
that  he  would  meet  with  difficulties,   v/hich  he  had 
never  before  dreamed  of. 

He  had  deferred,  it  feems,  feizing  on  the  farm  of 
St.  Ifidore,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  the  jefuits  in- 
timidated by  his  menaces,  would  yield  it  up  to 
him  of  themfelves,  in  hopes  of  recovering  his  good 
graces,  or  hindering  him  to  proceed  any  further 
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lengths  againft  them.  He  was,  therefore,  gi-eatly 
furprized  on  hearing,  that  the  governor,  at  father 
Sobrino's  requefl:,  had  fent  there  an  alcalde  of  the 
holy  Hermandad,  with  ten  armed  men,  to  defend  it. 
Upon  this,  he  fent  there  an  ecciefiafiick  with  two 
clerks  and  an  Indian.  The  bufmefs  of  the  ec- 
clefiaftick  and  the  two  clerks  v/as  to  ferve  an 
excommunication,  in  writing,  upon4:he  alcalde  and 
his  men,  if  they  did  not  immediately  retire ;  and 
that  of  the  Indian,  to  claim  the  farm  ;  which  he 
accordingly  did.  The  alcalde  told  the  Indian, 
that,  if  his  cacique  or  his  corregidor  had  any  claims 
to  the  farm,  they  fliould  profecute  them  in  a  legal 
way  j  and  that,  if  he  or  any  one  elfe  dared  to  comi- 
mit  the  leaft  diforder,  they  fhould  imunediately 
pay  for  it.  Afterwards,  turning  to  the  ecclefiallick, 
who  was  preparing  to  read  his  fejitence  of  excom- 
munication, he  told  him,  that  it  was  to  the  gover- 
nor, by  whofe  orders  he  adled,  he  fhould  carry  the 
bifhop's  ordinance  ;  and  obliged  him  to  withdraw. 
This- refifiance  put  the  bifhop  quite  befide 
himfelf ;  but  father  Neito,  an  apoflate  monk,  who 
had  fo  far  infmuated  himfelf  into  the  bifhop's  good 
graces,  as  to  obtain  a  good  benefice,  and  feveral 
other  favours,  and  even  the  honour  of  being 
his  confeiTor  and  principal  counfeilor,  fcon  brought 
him  to  himfelf  again.  He  told  him,  that,  in  tim.e 
of  war,  v/ritings  fignified  nothing  ;  that  the  go- 
vernor would  be  in  no  fuch  haflie  to  put  his  threats 
in  execution  ,  that,  if  he  dared  to  refill  his  bifhop 
in  perfon,  two  good  cuffs,  which  he  took  upon 
him.ftlf  to  give  him  as  to  an  enemy  of  the  church, 
would  bring  him  to  reafon  again  ;  that  the  peo- 
ple v/ere  very  well  difpofed  ;  the  jefuits  hated  -, 
his  moil  iilufirious  lordfhip  adored ;  and  that  it  was 
his  opinion,  that  his  lordfhip  fhould  not  lofe  a  fin- 
gle  moment  to  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  a  favourable 
conjundture ;  but,  invoking  St.  Jago,  fet  out  diredly 

to 
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to  drive  the  jefuits  out  of  their  college  ;  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  flay  at  the  farm,  which  thefe  faiheis 
could  not  carry  away  with  them ;  that  they  were 
fchifmaticks,  and  even  hereticks,  of  whom  he  could 
not  make  too  great  hafle  to  purge  the  province ; 
but  that  the  thortefl  and  fureil  ccurfe  would  be  to 
ilrike  at  the  body  of  the  tree,  without  lofmg  time  to 
icp  off  the  branches. 

This  difcourfe,  fo  fuitable  to  an  apoftate,  but  fo 
unworthy  of  the  confeilbr  of  a  bifncp,  revived  th^e 
drooping  fpirits  of  the  prelate,  who  appointed  St. 
Francis's  day  for  the  execution  of  his  projedl,  ^ind 
caufed  it  to  be  publiflied,  (though  probably  in  ge- 
neral terms,  yet  accompanied)  by  the  found  of  bells 
at  Yaguaron,  as  if  the  holy  land  was  to  be  refcued 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  MufTulmen.  He  then  fcnt 
to  the  Aflumption  to  prepare,  privately,  fome 
floats  to  put  the  jefuits  on,  with  a  provifion  of  bii- 
cuit  and  fait  meat ;  ordered  the  convents  of  St.  Do- 
minick,  St.  Francis,  and  the  Merci,  to  fend  friais 
to  govern  the  redudions  of  the  Parana,  till  he  could 
find  fecular  priefls  enough  to  place  there  as  curates. 
He  then  drew  up  a  complaint,  in  the  name  of 
the  people,  againfh  the  jefuits,  importing,  that  they 
oppofed  the  giving  of  their  Indians  in  command  to 
the  Spaniards,  who,  he  faid,  had  reduced  them  by 
force  of  arms;  which  was  a  falfehood  :  concluding 
with  a  requefl  that  thefe  religious  fhould  be  exp^'  Ikd 
the  province. 

Though  the  jefuits  little  imagined,  that  the  dan- 
ger was  lb  inilant,  they  thought  it  high  time  io 
take  fome  meafures  in  order  to  prevent  a  furp:  ize  ; 
and  had  recourfe,  for  this  purpofe,  to  the  royal  au- 
dience of  Charcas.  This  was  going  a  great  v/ay 
to  feek  a  remedy  for  a.i  evil  fo  near  at  hand.  But 
could  it  be  imagined,  that  a  bifhop  fhould  form 
fuch  a  projedt,  and  be  able  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion, in  fpite  of  the  goveri:ifjr  ?     In  the  mean  time, 
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Don  Bernardin  having  received  notice,  that  fome 
Indians  of  the  reductions  on  the  Parana  had  juil 
pail  through  Yaguaron,  in  their  way  to  the  Ita- 
tines,  he  immediately  lent  after  them ;  and  his 
meilengers  took  from  them  all  the  letters  they  had 
to  deliver  father  Sobrino  in  their  parage  through 
the  Affumption,  and  feme  mufkets  v\  hich  fome  of- 
ficers had  given  them  to  defend  themielves,  in 
cafe  they  fhould  meet  with  an  enemy  ;  as  likewife 
fome  inflruments  of  mufick.  The  Neophytes  of 
the  reductions  feldom  go  any  where  without  them, 
eit^ier  to  amufe  themfelves  on  the  road,  or  to  enter- 
tain the  milfionaries  they  are  conducting  to  their 
towns  :  or,  in  fine,  to  accompany  their  fongs  and 
canticles. 

Father  Sobrino,    who  foon  heard  of  this  vio- 
lence,   but  did  not  know  it  had  been  committed 
by  the  orders  of  the  billiop,    wrote  to  him  to  beg 
he  might  caufe  to  be  reflored  to  thefe  Indians,  the 
things    they    had   been    plundered    of       But    all 
the    anfwer    the   prelate  made    his  letter  was  to 
fend  him  copies  of  the  intercepted  letters  ;    and 
reproach    him    bitterly  v/ith    the  jefuits   permit- 
ting their  Indians   to  carry  fire  arms.     Don  Ber- 
nardin had  fo  much  the  more  reafon  for  not  com- 
plying with  father  Sobrino's  requeft,  as  he  had  not 
himfeif  fire  arms  enough  for  all  thofe  whom  he 
intended  to  employ  in  his  expedition  -,   and  thought 
the  inflruments  of  mufick  might  be  very  ufeful  to 
animate  his  troops,  in  cafe  they  fnould  be  obliged  to 
come  to   blov/s.     At  length,   when  all  his  military 
preparations   were   finilhed,     the  Indians    of    the 
neighbourhood  ready  to  m.arch,   and  the  petitions 
of  the  Aiiiimptionifts   prefented   and   received  in 
due  form,    the  bifhop  drew  up  the  plan  of  an  ordi- 
nance, or  rather  the  preamble  of  one,  as  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  difcover  the  whole  of  his  defign, 
tiil    it    was    executed  ;    and    fent    this    his    pro^ 
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dii6tion  to  the  capital,  to  be  publiihcd  there,  when 
he  lliould  have  put  the  lafl  hand  to  it.  Here  it  is, 
fuch  as  it  then  was,  and  has  ever  fince  remained : 

"  Don  Bernardin  de  Cardenas,  by  the  grace  of: 
God  and  the  holy  apoftolick  fee,  bifhop  of  Paraguay, 
counfellor  to  the  king  in  all  his  councils,  &c.  Hav- 
ing examined  the  complaints  and  petiiions  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  noble  city  of  the  Allumption,  of 
the  chapter  of  our  cathedral  church,  and  of  the  cler- 
gy, and  religious  orders,  in  regard  to  the  oppreflion 
they  have  fuffered,  and  flill  futfer,  from  the  fathers 
of  the  company  of  Jefus,  who  govern  the  reduc- 
tions of  the  Parana,  the  Uruguay,  and  the  Itatines  ; 
fads  which  are  known  to  every  one,  and  to  our- 
felves  in  particular  moft  evident  ;  knowing,  like- 
wife,  that  thefe  fathers  have  ufurped  the  king's 
rights  j  that  they  have  made  themfelves  maflers  of 
the  vaffals  and  territories  of  his  majefly,  as  if  they 
were  themfelves  the  fovereigns  of  them,  without  ac- 
knowledging any  dependance  upon  his  faid  ma- 
jefly, or  the  ordinary  -,  that  they  eftablifh  curates^ 
without  prefentation  or  canonical  inflitution."  The 
reft  blank. 

The  prelate  fet  out  from  Yaguaron  the  3d  of 
Odlober,  and  reckoned  to  arrive  the  fame  day  at 
the  AfTumption  ;  but  a  heavy  rain  overtook  him 
halfway,  and  obliged  him  to  fpend  the  night  there. 
The  very  fame  day,  the  jefuits  allifled  at  lirfl;  vef- 
pers  in  the  church  of  the  Francifcans  ;  and  num- 
bers of  perfons,  who  had  received  intelligence  of  the 
(lorm  that  hung  over  them,  could  not  help  admi- 
ring their  tranquility.  As  foon  as  divine  fervice 
was  finifhed,  the  lieutenant-general,  Don  Francis 
Florez,  meeting  father  Nieto,  who  was  come  to 
town  betimes,  to  prepare  for  the  next  day's  buli- 
nefs,  in  which  he  was  to  be  a  principal  adlor,  in- 
vited him  to  fupper.  Father  Nieto  readily  com- 
plied ^.  and  thinking  it  his  duty  to  make  fome  re- 
turn 
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turn  for  the  civilities  he  had  received,  acquainted 
Don  Francis  ^ith  what  was  to  be  tranfadted  the 
next  day;  adding,  that  the  firll  thing  the  bifhop 
intended  to  do  on  his  arrival,  was  to  go  to  the  go- 
vernor's, to  know  if  he  would  join  him  ;  and,  if  he 
did  not  chufe  it,  to  prevail  on  him  to  abfent  him- 
felf  He  then  exhorted  Florez  to  fecond  fo  glo- 
rious an  undertaking,  which  could  not  pofiibly 
mifcarry,  as  the  bifhop  had  four  hundred  Indians 
with  him,  all  very  well  armed  ;  omitting  no- 
thing to  perfuade  him,  that,  independent  of  the 
publick,  his  own  private  intereil  (hould  oblige  him 
to  comply. 

Florez  had  command  enough  over  himfelf  not 
to  let  father  Nieto  fee  what  he  thought  of  this 
matter.  But,  as  foon  as  he  was  gone,  took  a  turn 
into  the  town,  and  ordered  his  fervants  to  obferve, 
if  there  appeared  any  extraordinary  com.motion 
among  the  people.  He  then  went  to  the  governor, 
and  communicated  to  him  the  intelligence  he  had 
received.  Don  Gregorio,  thunderftruck  at  the 
news,  inflantly  forefav/  what  he  fhould  be  expoled 
to,  in  cafe  the  bifiiop  fucceeded,  or  any  diforder 
fhould  happen  m  confequence  of  his  attempt.  He, 
therefore,  immediately  repaired  to  the  college,  to 
let  the  jefuits  know  what  was  doing  ;  and  was  fur- 
prized  to  find  them  fo  eafy  about  what  might  hap- 
pen. He  then  reprefented  to  them,  that  it  was  not 
only  lav/ful  for  them,  but  even  their  duty,  to  op- 
pofe  the  violence  with  which  they  were  threatened  -, 
and  then  withdrew,  without  given  them  time  to 
anfwer  him,  in  order  to  fend  arms  to  their  houfe, 
and  engage  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
upon  whom  he  knew  he  could  depend,  to  fpend 
the  reft  of  the  night  there. 

The  day  foUov/ing,  the  governor,  accompanied 
by  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  every  rank  and  con- 
dition, fallied  out  early  to  meet  the  bifhop,  whom 

he 
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he  found  flirrounded  by  a  great  number  of  people  ; 
and  complimented  iiim  on  his  happy  return.  Don 
Bernardin,  having  cad  his  eyes  over  the  great  mul- 
titude which  had  followed  the  governor,  alkcd  him, 
why  he  did  not  fee  thejefuits  among  them.  The 
governor  then  whifpered  him,  that  he  ought  not  to 
be  furprized  at  it,  as  thefe  fathers  had  been  in- 
formed, the  night  before,  that  he  had  no  other  bu- 
fmefs  to  the  Aiiumption,  but  to  drive  them  out  of 
their  college.  "  I  even  know,  added  he,  that  they 
are  in  a  condition  not  to  fear  any  thing  ^  and  this 
is  not  a  proper  place,  my  lord,  to  tell  you  v/hat  I 
think  of  your  defign  ;  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of 
fpeaking  to  you  more  about  it,  when  we  meet  in 
private  together." 

At  this  the  prelate  appeared  thunderllruck  for 
fome  moments.  And  then,  turning  towards  fa- 
ther Nieto,  who  was  likewife  come  out  to  meet 
him,  "  father,  faid  he,  fome  devil  has  difcovered 
every  thing,  and  we  are  betrayed."  Upon  this, 
fome  of  his  confidants  advifed  him  to  march  di- 
re6lly  to  the  college,  under  pretence  of  m.aking  up 
matters  with  thejefuits  ;  and  to  tell  them,  that,  in 
order  to  leave  them  no  caufe  of  jealoufy,  he  intend- 
ed to  take  up  his  refidence  am.ongfl  them.  But  not 
relifhing  this  advice  ;  he  went  to  alight  at  the  con- 
vent of  his  own  order.  The  governor  on  his  fide, 
thinking  the  beft  thing  he  could  do  to  put  the  bi- 
fhop  off  his  guard,  was  not  to  appear  very  averfe  to 
his  defigns,  told  him,  that  the  fhorteil,  eafieft, 
and  furefb  courfehe  could  take  with  thejefuits,  was 
to  begin  by  ftripping  them  of  their  redudions  ;  that 
it  was  his  opinion  he  Ihould  repair  there  him^felf  in 
perfon  ;  that  he  fhould  have  a  good  efcort,  in 
order  to  enforce  obedience  to  his  orders  ;  that  he 
might  then  return  to  the  AfTumption,  where  no- 
thing could  hinder  him  from  completing  his  bu- 
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fmefs  ;  whereas,  if  he  attempted  to  fet  out  by 
driving  thefe  religious  out  of  their  college,  they 
would  infallibly  call  their  Neophytes  to  their  af- 
fiftance,  as  they  were  in  a  condition  to  hold  out  till 
their  arrival.  Don  Bernardin  relifhed  this  advice 
fo  well,  that  he  communicated  it  to  his  council, 
who  likewife  unanimoufly  approved  it. 

Though  he  now  no  longer  doubted  of  the  go- 
vernor's being  in  his  interell,  he  forbid  his  con- 
fidants to  fpeak  of  any  thing  that  had  paiTed 
between  them;  and  no  longer  thought  of  any  thing, 
but  how  he  might  lull  the  jefuits  into  a  fatal  fecu- 
rity.  For  this  purpofe,  he  told  one  of  thofe  who 
vifited  him,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  fee  father  So- 
brino  ;  and  father  Sobrino  having  immediately 
waited  upon  him,  he  received  him  in  the  moil  af- 
fable manner  ;  and  faid  fo  many  obliging  things  to 
him,  that  all  prefent  concluded  he  was  quite  re- 
conciled with  him  and  his  brethren.  The  redtor 
himfelf  was  the  fir  ft  to  be  deceived  by  thefe  ap- 
pearances, or  at  leafl  feigned  to  be  fo  ;  and,  on 
his  return  to  the  college,  fent  all  manner  of  refrefh- 
ments  to  the  prelate,  who  in  diflributing  them 
among  his  houfhold,  told  them  that  they  might 
expedl  to  fee  themfelves  foon  at  the  fountain 
head,  where  they  would  have  every  thing  by  only 
v/ifhing  for  it.  He  then  ordered  all  the  neceflary 
preparations  to  be  made  for  his  expedition  ;  and 
compofed,  himfelf,  a  memorial  to  juftify  it. 

In  this  piece  he  repeated  every  thing  he  had  al- 
ready fo  often  faid  of  his  motives  for  undertaking  it; 
of  the  orders  he  had  received  from  his  majefty  for 
that  purpofe  ;  of  the  petitions  prefented  to  him  by 
the  fecular  and  regular  clergy,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  AlTumption,  and  a  great  number  of  Indians. 
The  reft  was  mere  declamation,  ftuffed  with  ill  di- 
gefted  invedives,  all  refembling  thofe,  of  which  his 
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fermons  and  private  difcourfe,  and  even  all  his 
letters,  were  generally  compofed.  Wefliall,  here- 
after, give  fome  of  thefe  letters,  in  which  he  has 
painted  himfelf  fo  much  to  the  life,  that  no  one, 
who  has  read  them,  can  be  furprized  at  the  many 
miflakes  and  diforders  committed  by  him. 

But  it  is  fit  I  fhould  obferve,  before  I  proceed 
any  further,  that  all  thefe  pretended  orders  of  the 
king  and  the  fovereign  Pontiff,  upon  which  he  laid 
fo  much  flrefs,  and  which  we  fhall  hereafter  fee  him 
xittefl  upon  all  that  is  moft  facred,  if  they  were  not 
the  produdlions  of  a  warm  imagination,  which  re- 
alized every  thing  that  came  into  his  head,  they 
were,  at  leafl,  no  better  than  the  confequences, 
which  to  him  appeared  evident,  of  certain  general 
exprelfions  ufually  employed  in  the  difpatches  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  bifhop  by  the  courts  of  Madrid  and 
Rome.  It  is,  befides,  improbable  to  the  laft  de- 
gree, that  tjie  three  regular  communities  of  die 
AfTumption  fhould  have  fubfcribed  in  a  body  the 
petitions  mentioned  by  the  bifhop.  Some  private 
members,  indeed,  furprized  or  intimidated  by  him, 
might  have  done  fo,  without  well  knowing  the  ten- 
dency of  what  they  figned  ;  and  it  has  been  proved, 
as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,  that  Don  Bernardin,  or  at 
leafl  the  miniflers  of  his  paflions,  have  often 
ufed  fubfcriptions  of  that  kind ;  and  even  employed 
the  greateft  violence  to  obtain  even  them. 

While  the  bifhop  was  entirely  taken  up  with 
the  thoughts  of  conquering  the  redudlions  of  the 
Parana,  captain  Pedro  Diaz  del  Vail  arrived 
from  la  Plata  ;  and  ferved  him  with  a  new  decree 
of  the  royal  audience  of  Charcas,  enjoining  him  to 
take  off  the  interdict  and  all  the  excommunicanons 
he  had  been  fo  laviih  of,  without  requiring  any  thing 
for  fo  doing.  He  likewife  delivered  him  a  private 
letter  from  the  fame  tribunal,  praying  and  enjoin- 
ing 
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ing  him  to  return  to  the  Affiimption,  to  govern  his 
church  with  the  great  virtues  and  talents  which  he 
was  known  to  poiiefs  ;  to  fupport,  in  his  difcourfe, 
in  his  writings,  in  all  his  proceedings,  the  dignity 
of  his  character,  w^hich  they  heard,  with  great  con- 
cern, he  had  forgot  on  feveral  occafions  ;  and  to 
live  on  better  terms  with  the  governor  than  he 
had  hitherto  done.  This  letter  v/as  accompanied 
with  one  from  the  fame  tribunal  to  the  governor, 
recommending  to  him  not  to  let  the  biflicp  any 
longer  forget,  that  he  reprefented  his  miajefty  in  his 
province,  and  was  invefled  v/ith  his  authority. 

Don  Gregorio,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  a  new 
rupture  with  Don  Bernardin,  m.ade  no  mention  of 
this  letter  -,  and  even  oppofed  the  publication  of 
the  decree,  till  he  was  forced  to  it  by  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  thofe,  who  had  not  as  yet  obtained  the 
abfolution  of  their  cenfures,  or,  to  obtain  it,  had 
been  obliged  to  give  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the 
^.nes  impofed  upon  them.  The  billiop,  as  the  go- 
vernor apprehended,  attributed  to  him  the  morti- 
fication he  fuffered  on  this  occafion.  He  de- 
clared, however,  that  he  would  obey  the  decree, 
as  far  as  it  was  confiftent  with  the  rights  of  the  ca- 
tholic church  and  her  bilhops  •,  yet  gave  private  or- 
ders to  his  vifitor  to  burn  all  the  herb  of  Paraguay 
belonging  to  him,  that  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on.  This  letter  was  afterwards  produced  htfoxe 
the  royal  audience  of  Charcas.  ''  '^ 

He  then  addrelTed  himfelf  to  the  camp-mafler 
general ;  offered  to  abfolve  him  from  the  cenfures 
he  faid  he  had  incurred,  and  forgive  the  fine 
annexed  to  them,  if  he  would  but  deliver  him  an 
ancient  fchedule  of  Charles  V.  which  it  was  re- 
ported he  had  taken  out  of  the  archives  of  the 
AiTurapaon,  and  by  virtue  of  which  that  capital, 
in  cafe  of  the  governor's  death,  or  his  abfenting 

himfelf. 
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himfelf,  might  name  one  to  fucceed  him.  He  told 
him,  that  this  fchediile  was  never  more  neceilary 
than  at  prefent,  when  it  lb  much  imported  the  glory 
ot  God,  the  fervice  of  his  majeily,  and  the  intereft 
of  the  inhabitants,  to  put  an  end  to  the  tyranny  of 
the  jefuits ;  that,  to  accompiifh  fo  good  a  work, 
he  w  anted  nothing;  but  the  aliiilance  of  a  man  like 
himfelf;  that,  notwithflanding,  he  required  no- 
thing more  of  him  than  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  people  to  drive  them  out ;  in  doing  which, 
befides,  he  faid,  he  was  more  concerned  than  ano- 
ther perfon. 

Don  Sebaflian  anfvvered  by  befeeching  Don  Ber- 
nardin  to  reflect  upon  the  propofai  he  had  made ; 
and  forgot  nothing  to  convince  him  of  the  injuflice 
of  his  defigns  ;  his  want  of  power  to  carry  them  into 
execution  ;  and  the  prejudice  he  did  himxfelf  by  his 
inveteracy  to  perfecute  religious,  who  had  never 
given  him  any  reafon  for  it.  To  all  this  the  bifhop, 
at  fir  ft,  made  no  other  reply,  than  by  declaring  to 
Don  Sebaftian,  that  as  yet  he  was  not  abfolved 
from  the  cenfures  he  had  incurred  ;  and  by  threat- 
ening him  with  the  greater  excommunication,  if 
he  did  not  deliver  up  to  him  the  fchedule  in  quef- 
tion.  Then,  foftening  a  little,  he  undertook  to 
prove,  that  his  defigns  were  juft  and  lawful  before 
God  ;  that  to  bring  them  to  bear  he  did  not  ftand 
in  need  either  of  his  advice  or  his  affiftance  ;  that, 
though  the  whole  v/orld  were  to  oppofe  him,  he 
would  find  means  to  accompiifh  whatever  it  was 
his  duty  to  undertake  ;  that,  by  lopping  off  rotten 
members  from  his  church,  he  adled  like  an  able 
furgeon,  who,  to  fave  a  hand,  makes  no  fcruple 
to  cut  off  a  mortified  finger ;  that  the  Pope, 
when  he  fhould  ha>«e  heard  what  he  had  done 
would  ereft  a  ftatue  to  him,  and  would  even  deem 
him  worthy  of  being  canonized,  though  he  had 
done  no  other  good  work  during  the  courfe  of  his 

whole 
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whole  life.  Don  Sebaflian,  and  captain  Augiiftiil 
de  Ifuralde,  have  atteftedy  that  the  prelate  re- 
peated the  fan>e  things  to  them  in  the  cloifler  of  the 
Francifcan  conventy  ni  prefence  of  feveral  ecdefiaf- 

'  ticks  and  religious. 

So  many  declarations,  at  lafl,  convinced  the 
governor,  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  he  would  no  longer 
be  maftcr  in  the  province  y  that  it  would  be  even 
iinfafe  for  him  to  rem/ain  in  it,  if  he  loft  any  more 
time  to  em.ploy  all  his  authority  againfl  a  man, 
v/ho  pretended  that  people  were  to  acknowledge 
no  o'.her.  He,  tiierefore,  fent  a  private  exprefs 
to  the  redudlions  for  fix  hundred  Indians ,  and,  at 
the  end  of  fix  days,  fent  a  fecond  exprefs,  to  haflen 
their  march.  He  then  waited  on  the  billiop  ;  told 
him  that  every  thing  v/as  ready  for  the  expedition 
they  had  agreed  upon ;  but  that  he  could  not  give 
him  more  tlian  one  hundred  foldiers.  The  prelate 
anfv/ered  that  he  could  make  fhift  with  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  ;  and  that  he  would  have  them. 
Don  Gregorio  promifed  them,  but  required  fifteen 
days  to  furnilTi  them ;  reckoning,  that,  by  that 
time,  the  Indians  he  fent  for  would  be  arrived ; 
and  he  might  then  adl  in  quality  of  governor  as  he 
was  bound  to  do. 

Don  Bernardin,  on  his  fide,  did  nothing  but  ex- 

^  afperate  the  nobility  and  the  people  againfl  the  je- 
fuits,  whom  he  likewife  excommunicated  with  an 
inhibition,  under  the  fame  penalty,  to  all  manner 
of  perfons  to  have  any  communication  with  them. 
Then,  after  publickly  renewing,  and  in  a  very  in- 
decent proceifion,  his  promife  to  give  all  the  In- 
dians of  the  reductions  in  command  among  thofe 
with  whom  he  fhould  have  mofl  reafon  to  be  pleafed, 
he  fet  out  for  Yaguaron,  in  -order  to  be  more  at 
hand  to  haflen  the  preparations  for  his  expedition, 
which  he  dignified  with  the  name  ofa  holy  war  -,  and 

on 
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oh  his  arrival  there,  he  communicated  to  his  council 
the  refledionshe  had  made  on  the  propofals  of  the 
governor,  whole  fmcerity  he  nov/  began  to  fufpedt. 

He  obierved  to  them,  that  the  jeluits,  while  he 
was  employed  on  the  Parana  in  reducing  their  re- 
du6tions,  might  fortify  themfelves  in  their  college^ 
and  put  themfelves  in  a  condition  to  hold  out,  till 
they  could  receive  fach  orders  from  the  royal  au- 
dience of  Charcas,  and  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  as 
would  oblige  him  to  defifl  ?  for  which  reafon  he 
concluded  for  abiding  by  his  fir  ft  plan,  which  was 
to  begin  by  driving  them  out  of  their  college;  as 
he  would  then,  he  flattered  himfelf,  find  it  no  hard 
rriatter  to  feize  on  their  reductions  ;  that,  this  once 
effedled,  the  king,  though  he  fliould  not  approve 
it,  would  confent  to  leave  things  as  they  were,  ra- 
ther than  run  the  rifk  of  lofmg  a  whole  province 
by  endeavouring  to  re-eilablifh  the  jefuits,  and 
procure  them  the  reflitution  of  what  they  had  loft. 
He  added,  that  he  thought  it  above  all  things  re- 
quifite  to  make  fure  of  the  governor's  perfon, 
whom  he  now  miftrufted  more  than  ever  ;  and  his 
opinion  was  generally  approved. 

Don  Gregorio  foon  began  to  fuipedl  this  alter- 
ation in  the  bifhop's  fentiments,  fo  that  the  delay  of 
the  Indians  he  had  fent  for  to  the  redudlions,  gave 
him  fo  much  the  more  uneafmefs,  as  the  foidi- 
ers  he  had  promifed  the  bifhop  v/ere  already  at  Ya- 
guaron,  where  the  prelate  loaded  them  v^^ith  ca- 
relTes,  and  fed  them  with  the  mofl  magnificent  pro- 
mifes,  though  he  could  not  but  know,  that  it  would 
be  no  eafy  matter  for  him  to  fulfill  them  ;  for  he 
had  already  divided  the  fpoils  of  the  jefuits  ;  and 
had  declared  in  his  own  council,  that  he  referved  no- 
thing to  himfelf  but  the  glory  of  having  laboured 
to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  church  ;  ferve  his  ma- 
jefly  as  became  a  good  fubjed:  ;  and  reftore  to  the 

Vol,  I,  H  h  good 
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good  people  of  his  diocefe  what  the  jefuits  had  rob- 
bed them  of.  He  even  declared,  that  it  had  never 
been  his  intention  to  confer  on  regulars  the  parifhes 
of  the  reduclions ;  and  if  he  had  flattered  them  with 
that  favour,  it  was  merely  to  detach  them,  and  by 
their  means  the  people,  from  jefuits. 

At  length,  the  governor,  having  received  no- 
tice that  the  Indians  he  expedled  were  arrived  within 
four  leagues  of  the  Affumption,  fet  out  to  join 
them  with  an  efcort  of  thirty  foldiers  ;  and,  after 
marching  all  night  at  their  head,  arrived  with  them 
by  day-break  at  Yaguaron.  The  bifhop,  awakened 
by  the  bufhle  caufed  among  his  domeflics  by  fo 
fudden  an  apparition,  immediately  flarted  out  of 
bed  ;  but  he  had  fcarce  time  to  drefs  himfelf, 
when  the  governor  entered  his  apartment  and  told 
him  he  was  come  to  conduct  him  to  the  Aflump- 
tion,  becaufe  the  Indians  of  Yaguaron,  grown  info- 
lent  in  confequence  of  the  protection  he  afforded 
them,  had  refufed  to  yield  their  governor  the  obe- 
dience they  owed  him.  Don  Bernardin,  without 
making  any  anfwer,  flipt  away  by  a  private  door, 
which  opened  into  the  great  altar  of  the  church. 
The  governor  followed  him,  feized  him  by  the 
arm,  and  begged  him  to  hear  what  he  had  to  fay. 
But  the  prelate  broke  loofe  from  him  ;  and,  crying 
out  with  all  his  might,  declared  the  governor 
excommunicated. 

At  this,  a  friar,  and  a  mulatto  woman  who 
ierved  in  the  kitchen,  ran  up  to  his  alTiflance,  and 
fell  upon  the  governor,  who  threw  himfelf  on  his 
knees  on  the  fleps  of  the  great  altar,  while  the 
bifhop,  taking  the  holy  ciborium  out  of  the  taber- 
nacle, fhewed  it  to  the  people,  with  whom  the 
church  filled  in  a  minute,  and  who,  at  the  fight  of  it, 
all  fell  proftrate  to  the  ground.  The  biihop  then, 
being  a  little  come  to  himfelf,  afked  the  governor 

what 
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what  he  wanted  with  him,  "  to  ferve  you,  my  lord, 
anfwered  Don  Gregorio,  with  a  fentence  of  ba- 
nifhment  from  this  province,  and  a  feizure  of  your 
temporalities,  for  having  uilirped  the  jurifdi^lion 
which  I  hold  from  our  fovereign  lord  the  king.  It 
is  by  order  of  the  viceroy,  which  hereby  I  fignify 
to  your  moft  illuftrious  lordfhip."  "  I  promife  to 
obey,  anfwered  the  bifhop,  and  take  this  congrega- 
tion to  witnefs  my  promife." 

The  governor,  upon  this  immediately  left  the 
church  ;  and  the  bifhop  prepared  to  celebrate  mafs  ; 
but  firft,  with  his  epifcopai  ornaments  on,  he  drew 
up  a  kind  of  depofiiion,  to  which  he  added  the 
bitterefl  invedtives  againft  the  governor.  Then,  he 
declared  him  excommunicated,  as  well  as  the  camp- 
mafter  general,  and  all  the  violators  of  his  epifcopai 
dignity.  When  mafs  was  over,  he  gave  orders  for 
a  proceflion,  which  he  made  in  the  following  order. 
The  Indian  women  appeared  firfl,  carrying,  each, 
a  green  branch  in  her  hand ;  next  marched  the 
muficians,  finging  the  Pange  Lingua ;  the  prelate 
followed,  carrying  the  bleffed  facrament ;  the  reft 
of  the  people  clofed  the  procelTion.  The  procefTion 
iflued  from  the  church  to  the  ringing  of  bells  ;  and 
advanced  as  far  as  the  m.arket  place,  where  the 
Indians  belonging  to  the  redu6tions  were  drawn  up 
under  arms.  The  bifhop,  happening  to  caft  his 
eyes  upon  fome  of  them  who  had  not  immediately 
kneeled  down,  called  out  to  them  that  they  were 
barbarians,  traitors,  fchifmaticks,  and  hereticks. 
He  then  returned  to  the  church  ;  placed  the  bleifed 
facrament  upon  the  altar  ;  and,  turning  towards 
the  people,  fpoke  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
againft  the  governor,  who,  from  the  door  of  the 
church,  anfwered  him  pretty  much  in  the  fame 
ftrain,  though  in  a  low  voice. 

H  h  :2^  Both 
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Both  he  and  the  prelate  were  in  too  violent  ^ 
fituation  not  to  endeavour  to  get  out  of  it ;  and, 
accordingly,  they  fav/  each  other  that  very  evening. 
But,  by  what  has  fmce  happened,  there  is  reafon  to 
believe,  that  the  bifhop  took  the  firll  ftep  towards 
a  reconciliation,  being  convinced,  that  he  would 
always  be  a  gainer  by  treating  alone  with  the  go- 
vernor. 

One  thing,  at  leafl,  is  certain ;  and  that  is,  that 
he  prevailed  on  the  governor  to  difmifs  the  Parana 
Indians,  and  obtained  fix  days  to  prepare  for  his 
departure,  on  condition  that  he  would  abfolve  the 
governor  from  his  excommunication.  After  this 
intervievv--,  the  governor  went  with  no  more  than  fix 
men,  to  fpend  the  night  in  a  neighbouring  country 
houfe.  The  bifliop,  on  his  fide,  not  content  with 
feeing  the  Indians  take  the  road  to  their  redudlions, 
caufed  them  to  be  followed,  left  the  governor  fhould 
recall  them  ;  and,  finding  he  did  not,  fet  out  the 
next  morning,  before  day  light,  for  the  capital. 

He  was  informed  on  the  road,  that  the  whole 
city  was  in  an  uproar,  in  confequence  of  a  report 
fpread  there, .  that  the  governor  had  embarked  him 
on  the  river,  and  was  coming  at  the  head  of  the 
reducftion  Indians,  to  bring  to  reafon  ail  thofe 
who  had  declared  againft  him  in  favour  of  their  bi- 
ihop.  This  intelligence  infpired  him  with  hopes, 
that  he  would  be  well  received  ;  and,  in  fax^l,  the 
bells  had  no  fooner  proclaimed  his  arrival,  than  the 
whole  city  refounded  with  acclamations  of  joy. 
He  m^adc  his  entry  preceded  by  fever al  ecclefi- 
afticks,  with  arms  under  their  cloaks,  furrounded 
by  feveral  friars,  and  carrying,  on  his  breafl,  a  little 
glafs  box,  in  whicli  there  was  a  confecrated  hofl. 
He  had  ordered  thofe  in  the  front  to  turn  towards 
tlie  college ';  but  Ibmebody  having  told  him,  that  he 
would  there  meet  with  four  hundred  men  ready  to 
-■*''■  '  receive 
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receive  him,  which,  however,  was  not  true,  he 
thought  proper  to  alight  at  the  convent  of  St. 
Francis. 

Here  he  was  immediately  vifited  by  all  thofe 
who  were  attached  to  him  ;  and  he  applied  to  them 
for  arms.  He  likewife  caufed  to  be  brought  to  him 
the  arms  belonging  to  all  thofe  who  depended  on 
him.  He  then  ordered  murdering  holes  to  be 
made  in  feveral  places  ;.  and  the  weak  places  to  be 
fortified  with  gabions.  This  done,  he  fent  to  the 
cathedral  for  an  image  of  the  virgin  ;  and  to  the 
church  of  St.  Blaize,  for  that  faint's  j  and  caufed 
both  to  be  placed  on  the  great  altar,  under  cano- 
pies. Next,  he  fent  for  all  his  domefticks,  not  for- 
getting the  mulatto  cook  who  had  ferved  him  fo 
well  at  Yaguaron.  Thus  cantoned  in  the  convent, 
as  in  a  fortified  place,  he  gave  all  thofe  who  fhut 
themfelves  up  with  him,  an  account  of  every  thing 
that  had  happened  to  him  fmce  his  departure 
from  the  AlTumption.  He  told  them,  that  he  had 
found  means  to  engage  the  governor  to  difmifs  the 
Parana  Indians  \  "  but  it  is  a  great  pity,  added  he, 
that  fuch  a  man  fhould  hold  fuch  a  poft.  Let  me 
but  have  the  royal  fchedule,  which  has  been  ftolen 
out  of  the  tov/n  houfe,  and  I  will  ufe  him  as  he 
deferves,  as  well  as  Sebaftian  de  Leon."  This 
fchedule,  however,  contained  no  more  than  a  pov/er, 
v/hich  the  emperor  had  given  during  the  firfl  years 
after  the  building  of  the  Ailumption,  to  name,  pro- 
vifionally,  a  commandant  on  the  death  of  the  gover- 
nor ;  and  this  privilege  fubfifted  no  longer. 

The  camp-mafler  general,  liearing  of  this  dif- 
courfe,  immediately  waited  on  the  governor  to  re- 
prefent  to  him  all  the  evils  and  inconveniencies,  to 
which  he  would  expofe  himfelf,  by  not  immediately 
ordering  back  the  Parana  Indians.  But  the  prelate, 
■y/ho  had  his  fpies  every  where,  foon  hearing  what 

H  h  3  this 
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this  officer  was  about,  caufed  the  alarm  bell  of 
the  convent  to  ring.  Upon  this,  the  inhabitants 
immediately  flocked  to  the  convent,  where  the  bi- 
Ihop,  having  fent  for  an  alcalde  and  fome  regidors, 
took  out  of  his  pocket,  and  read  with  a  loud  voice, 
a  paper,  which,  he  faid,  v/as  a  letter  he  h^-d  jufh  re- 
ceived, importing,  that  the  redudtion  Indians  had 
plundered  Yaguaron,  and  all  the  country  houfes  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  that  they  were  in  march  to 
ferve  the  capital  in  the  fame  manner;  and  that 
they  had  been  already  feen  at  Ita  :  "  And  be- 
caufe,  added  he,  I  would  defend  your  liberty,  your 
property,  and  your  privileges,  they  want  to  drive 
me  out  of  the  province,  as  a  fower  of  fedition. 
But,  in  quality  of  a  counielior  to  his  majefly,  I  ex- 
hort all  thofe  in  employment,  to  take  upon  them 
the  defence  of  this  opprelled  city,  and  name  a  go- 
vernor, who  may  preferve  the  province  from  the 
danger  with  which  it  is  threatened.  In  fo  urgent  a 
cafe,  necelTity  may  very  well  fupply  the  want  of  a 
royal  fchedule." 

The  alcalde,  afhoniflied  at  this  difcourfe,  ran 
diredlly  to  the  governor,  to  conjure  him  not  to  let 
the  Indians  enter  the  city ;  and,  on  Don  Gregorio's 
anfwering  him,  that  he  knew  what  was  to  be  done, 
fell  into  a  violent  palTion ;  and  even  forgot  him- 
felf  fo  far  as  to  fpeak  very  difrefpedlfully  to  the  go- 
vernor, who,  thereupon,  fent  him  to  prifon.  As 
foon  as  the  people  heard  of  it,  they  grew  perfectly 
outrageous  ;  and  v/ouid,  perhaps,  have  been  guilty 
of  fome  violence,  had  they  not  been  reftrained  by 
their  apprehenfions  of  the  Indians,  whofe  num- 
ber was  made  to  amount  to  twelve  hundred. 
They  were,  however,  foon  quieted  by  the  receipt 
of  certain  advice,  that  thefe  Indians  had  never  ap- 
peared either  at  Yaguaron  or  at  Ita ;  and  that  their 
number    never    amounted  to  above    fix  hundred. 

Soon 
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Soon  after,  indeed,  they  were  given  to  underfland' 
what  was  very  true,  that  thefe  Indians  were,  in  fa6t 
marching  towards  the  city  by  the  governor's  orders  : 
but  that  they  obferved  the  ftrideft  difcipline,  and 
no  where  occafioned  the  leall  diforder. 

Don  Bernardin,   however,   had  fent  to  the  royal 
audience  a  relation  of   their  pretended  hoftiiities, 
which,    befides    being    attefled    by   himfelf  upon 
oath,  was  figned  by  two  friars,  as  eye-witneffes  to 
the  plundering  of  Yaguaron,  where  it  was  after- 
wards proved  neither  of  them  had  been.     The  pre- 
late affirmed  in  another  memorial,  that,  during  his 
refidence  in  that  town,  and  while  he  was  preparing 
to  viiit  the  redud;ions,  the  jefuits  had  fent  the  go- 
vernor of  Paraguay  thirty  thoufand  gold  crowns, 
and  a  thoufand  well  armed  men,  to  engage  him  to 
banifh  him,  for  fear  he  fliould  difcover  their  gold 
mines  ;  and  this  memorial  was  figned  by  feveral  ec- 
clefiallicks,  fome  of  whom  were  not  fo  much  as  per- 
mitted to  read  it.     One  clergyman,  who,  alone,  had 
the  courage  not  to  comply,  was  loaded  with  chains^ 
and  brought  to  the  convent  of  St.  Francis,  where, 
after  a  great  deal  of  ill  ufage,  he  was  fufpended 
in  the  air  by  a  rope,  till,  overcome  by  the  pain- 
fuinefs  of  his  fituation,   he  promifed  to  do  every 
thing  they  thought  proper.     Accordingly,  on  being 
untied,  he  figned  the  memorial ;    but,  as  foon  as  he 
recovered  his  liberty,  he  proteiled  againil  the  vio- 
lence that  had  been  offered  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  creatures  of  the  bifhop  left 
no  ftone  unturned  to  engage  the  inhabitants  to  take 
up  arms.  The  prelate,  on  his- fide,  beflirred  himfelf 
■exceedingly,  to  procure  the  fchedule  of  Charles  V, 
and  the  royal  ilandard  ;  and,  finding,  at  lail,  that 
he  could  not  get  either  one  or  the  other,  vented  his 
anger  and  indignation  on  the  camp-mafter  ge- 
neral, his  brothers  and  his  friends,  whom  he  de- 
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dared  excommunicated,  fchifmaticks,  and  enemies 
to  their  country.  At  laft,  the  tumult  encreafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  ieveral  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants, finding  it  impofTible  to  remain  any  longer  in 
the  city  v/ith  decency  or  fafety,  retired  to  the  coun- 
try. Upon  this,  the  governor,  who  flattered  liim- 
felf,  that  Don  Bernardin,  when  he  fhould  lofe  all 
hopes  of  holding  out  in  his  afylum,  would  comply 
with  his  promife  to  leave  the  province,  fen t  to  fum- 
mon  him  to  fet  out  without  any  farther  delay  ^  and 
to  let  him  know,  at  the  fame  time,  that  there  was  a 
bark  well  ftored  w^ith  provifions  of  every  kind,  rea- 
dy to  receive  him  and  all  his  family. 

The  king's  notary,  Ruy  Gomez  de  Goyofo,  who 
y/as  charged  with  the  ferving  of  this  fammons,  on 
his  prefenting  himfelf  at  the  gates  of  the  convent, 
and  defiring  to  fpeak  v/ith  the  prelate,  was  accofled 
by  a  friar  armed  with  a  javelin,  with  which  he  three 
times  endeavoured  to  run  him  through  the  body. 
Don  Bernardin  made  up  to  the  noife ;  alked  Gomez 
his  bufmefs ;  and  when  he  had  given  an  account  of 
it,  told  him  that  no  one  had  a  right  to  command 
him  to  leave  his  diocefe  ;  and  that,  at  any  rate,  the 
governor  fhould  have  come  himfelf  on  the  errand. 
He  then  broke  out  into  invedlives  againfl  him,  and 
declared  the  king's  notary  excommunicated,  threat- 
ening him,  at  the  fam.e  time,  in  cafe  he  did  not  con- 
fider  himJeif  as  fuch,  to  fine  him  five  hundred 
crowns^  and  deliver  him  over  to  the  holy  office  as  an 
obftinate  and  irreclaim.able  fmner.  Don  Gregorio, 
having  received  notice  of  this  excefs;  and  being  told, 
befides,  that,  Don  Bernardin  having  declared  it 
would  be  but  a  venial  fm  to  difpatch  him,  two  eccle- 
fiaflicks  had  taken  upon  them  to  do  the  bufmefs,  and 
two  more  to  fet  fire  to  the  college,  he  immediately 
ordered  one  hundred  of  the  Parana  Indians  into  the 
city  i  pofled  fifty  at  the  gates  of  the  college  ;  and 
the  refl  about  his  ov/n  houfe. 

Don 
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Don  Gregorio  then  publiflied  an  edidl,  declar- 
ing Don  Bernardin  de  Cardenas  an  intruder  into  the 
biihoprick  of  Paraguay,  and  without  any  manner 
of  jurildidion.  The  governor  had  by  him  three 
pieces  left  him  by  the  fathers  Truxillo  andVerdugo, 
and  his  brother,  father  de  Hiniftrofa,  to  prove  that 
the  bifhop  was  actually,  and  ever  fmce  his  confecra- 
tion,  had  been  fufpended,  and  the  governor  knew 
very  v/ell,  that  the  fathers  of  St.  Domiriick,  and  of 
the  Merci,  and  feveral  francifcans  were  of  ihe  fame 
opinion '  with  his  brother.  The  piece  by  father 
de  Hiniflrofa,  the  bifhop  has  always  attributed  to 
the  jefiiits  -,  and  it  is  upon  this  foundation,  that  in 
all  his  letters,  and  in  all  the  mem.orials  publifhed 
in  his  name,  and  prefented  by  his  agent  to  the  royal 
council  of  the  Indies,  he  accufed  the  jefuits  of  hav- 
ing driven  him  out  of  his  dicceie,  as  they  had  al- 
ready done,  he  faid,  two  of  his  predecelTors  ;  a 
calumny,  which  has  been  repeated  in  feveral  libels, 
efpecially  in  the  Morale  Pratique  lies  Jefuites  but  al- 
ways without  the  leaft  foundation.  The  tv/o  other 
prelates  are  Don  Thomas  de  Torrez,  of  the  order 
of  St.  Dominick,  who  was  tranflated  from  the  bi- 
fhoprick  of  the  AfTumption  to  that  of  Tucuman  ; 
and  Don  Chrifbopher  de  Arrefti,  of  the  order  of 
St.  Benedicf,  tranflated  to  that  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
The  firfl  never  had  any  quarrel  with  the  jefuits, 
and  the  fecond  lived  to  his  death  in  the  greateft 
harmony  with  them.  Befides,  v/hat  could  the  jefuits 
have  got  by  thefe  tranflations,  fnice  moil  of 
their  houles,  as  well  as  the  beft  of  them,  were  in 
the  diocefes  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Tucuman  ^ 

Unhappily  for  Don  Bernardin,  the  opinions 
of  the  three  religious  I  have  jufl  mentioned,  have 
been  iince  confirmed  by  the  fentence  of  the  cardi- 
nals of  the  congregation  of  Trent".  But,  to  pro- 
ceed according  to  the  order  prefcribed  by  the  canons 

in 
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in  an  affair  of  this  importance,  it  was  requifite 
there  fhould  be  an  ecclefiallical  fuperior.  None  of 
the  ancient  canons  now  remained  in  the  city  but 
Don  Chriflopher  Sanchez,  who,  at  the  arrival  of 
Don  Bernardin  de  Cardenas,  governed  the  diocefe 
in  quality  of  grand  vicar  and  provifor.  The  go- 
vernor, therefore,  required  him  to  refume  the  ex- 
ercife  of  his  charge,  which  the  flaws  in  the  prelate's 
confecration  and  indu(5tion  authorized  him  to  con- 
tinue j  and  promifed  to  fupport  him  with  all  the 
authority  he  himfelf  was  invefted  with  in  quality  of 
governor.  Don  Sanchez  confented,  provided  the 
governor  would  give  him  a  fafeguard  for  his  per- 
fon.  To  this  Don  Gregorio  made  anfwer,  that  he 
might  find  one  in  the  jefuits  college,  which  was 
well  guarded  ;  and,  accordingly,  diredlly  con- 
dudted  him  to  it. 

He  then  ordered  the  general  alarm  to  be  beat  ; 
and  ilTued  an  order,  on  pain  of  death,  for  all  the 
inhabitants  to  repair  with  their  arms  to  the  great 
fquare,  where  the  royal  flandard  had  been  already 
planted,  and  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  do  every 
thing  they  fliould  be  commanded  in  the  name  of 
his  majefly.  No  one  dared  to  be  abfent,  fo  that 
the  officers  with  their  foldiers,  the  magiflrates  at 
the  head  of  the  militia,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Indians,  immediately  appeared  there  in  order  of 
battle.  The  governor  then  made  his  appearance  ; 
and,  followed  only  by  fome  of  his  principal  officers 
went  to  the  college  ;  called  for  Don  Chriflopher 
Sanchez,  provifor  and  vicar  general  of  the  diocefe  ; 
and  conducted  him  to  the  cathedral,  the  doors  of 
which  were  no  fooner  thrown  open,  than  it  filled 
with  perfons  of  both  fexes,  and  of  every  age  and 
condition. 

Don  Chriflopher,  after  a  fhort  prayer,  took  a 
rucifix  from  the  great  altar  ;    gave  it  to  kifs  to  the 

governor  -, 
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governor  ;  and  then  took  the  feat  he  ufed  to  occupy 
during  the  vacancy  of  the  fee,  from  which  he  de- 
clared that  he  refumed  the  exerciie  of  all  the  char- 
ges, with  which  he  had  been  till  then  inv^ftt  d,  the 
new  bifhop  of  Paraguay  not  as  yet  having  any  law- 
ful jurifdidion.  This  done,  he  ordered  all  the  beils 
to  be  fet  a  ringing,  and  all  the  excommunicauon 
lifts  to  be  torn  down ;  and  took  off  the  interdidl 
which  Don  Bernardin  himfelf  had  jufl  taken  off, 
as,  finding  it  impoiiible  to  efcape  this  blow,  he 
thought  he  might  make  a  merit  of  his  pretended 
indulgence  in  the  eyes  of  the  publick. 

The  governor's  edi6l  further  imported,  that  as 
it  was  notorious  his  lordfhip  Don  Bernardin  de  Car- 
denas had  intruded  himfelf  into  the  government  of 
the  diocefe,  againft  the  rules  of  the  church,  and 
w^as  actually  lodged  in  the  francifcan  convent,  to 
which  he  had  caufed  arms  to  be  brought,  and 
where  he  had  placed  a  garrifon  ;  and  from 
thence  filled  the  city  v/ith  trouble,  confufion  and 
fcandal,  he  forbid  all  perfons,  on  pain  of  death,  to 
enter  that  convent  while  the  prelate  continued  in 
it.  The  provifor  and  vicar  general,  on  his  fide, 
publifhed  a  mandate  to  the  fame  purpofe,  import- 
ing, befides,  that  the  faid  lord  bilhop  was  not  enti- 
tled to  any  obedience. 

Now,  atlafl,  Don  Bernardin  perceived,  that  he 
could  not  hold  out  any  longer,  efpecially  as  a  man- 
date of  his,  lately  publifhed  in  one  of  his  parifh 
churches,  had  made  little  or  no  impreflion  on  the  in- 
habitants. He,  therefore  fent  word  to  the  governor, 
that  he  could  no  longer  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  re- 
main in  a  province  entirely  inhabited  by  excommuni- 
cated perfons ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  19  th  of  No- 
vember, after  celebrating  his  two  maffes,  he  took 
leave  of  a  great  number  of  devout  perfons  whofe 
confciences  he  directed,  telling  them,  that  he  was 

ba- 
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banifhed  from  his  diocefe,  for  having  endeavouredj 
through  his  paftoral  tendernefs  for  his  flock,  to  re- 
lieve the  diflrefs  of  feveral  families,  whofe  patrimo- 
ny had  been  ufurped  by  the  enemies  of  the  church  ; 
thereby  meaning  the  Indians,  whom  the  jefuits 
fecured  from  the  drudgery  of  perfonal  fervice.  He 
repeated  all  the  injuries,  with  which  he,  on  every 
former  occafion,  had  loaded  thefe  pretended  ufurp- 
ers  ;  he  again  interdicl:ed,  excommunicated,  and 
anathematized  them  j  giving,  at  the  fame  time,  no- 
tice, that  there  was  no  communicating  with  them 
without  incurring  the  fame  cenfures  ;  and  adding, 
that,  fevere  as  he  fhewed  himfelf  towards  thofe, 
who  obftinately  perfiiled  in  their  rebellion  againll 
the  church,  he  would  always  behave  with  the 
greatefh  compaffion  and  tendernefs  towards  her 
humble  and  faithful  children. 

He  then  named  the  churches,  in  which  the  in- 
habitants might  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  aififling  at 
divine  fervice  ;  and  the  priefls  who  might  hear  their 
confeilions,  on  whom  he  beflowed  the  moil  magni- 
ficent encomiums,  though,  perhaps,  he  was  the  only 
perfon  not  to  know,  that  fome  of  them  lived  in  a 
icandalous  concubinage.  At  length,  after  taking 
leave  of  the  great  croud  that  attended  him,  all 
bathed  in  tears,  and  filling  the  church  with  their 
fighs  and  groans,  he  fallied  forth,  carrying  the  holy 
facrament  in  a  box  hung  to  his  breafl,  and  follow- 
ed by  his  chaplains  and  the  reft  of  his  clergy,  every 
one  with  a  lighted  taper  in  his  hand.  As  foon  as 
he  had  got  into  his  bark,  he  renewed  his  anathemas 
againft  the  perfecutors  of  the  church,  who  drove 
out  of  his  diocefe  the  holieft  billiop,  to  believe  his 
followers,  the  new  world  had  ever  polfelfed  ; 
and  thundered  a  new  interdicfl  againft  the  city,  to 
the  found  of  a  little  bell,  which  he  ufually  carried 
with  him  in  his  journeyjs.     The  bells  of  the  fran- 
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cifcan  church,  and  thofe  of  the  epifcopal  pariHi, 
were  immediately  fet  a  going,  according  to  the 
orders  he  had  given  for  that  purpofe ;  and  it  was 
found  impollible  to  appeafe  the  tumuhs  occafioned 
by  the  ringing  of  them,  otherwife  than  by  ring- 
ing, at  the  fame  time,  thofe  of  all  the  other 
churches. 

The  prelate  feated  himfelf  on  a  ilool  in  theflern 
of  his  bark,  having,  on  both  fides  of  him,  the  ec- 
clefiafticks  and  religious,  who  had  embarked  with 
him.  The  reft  of  his  attendants  had  placed  them- 
felves  at  fome  diftance ;  fome  fmoaking,  the  refl 
drinking  their  Paraguay ;  and  all  in  very  carelefs 
poftures,  without  fhewing  the  leafh  attention  to  the 
blefled  facrament,  which  the  biOiop  carried  about 
him ;  and,  he  himfelf,  no  doubt,  foon  took  notice 
of  it,  for  in.  fome  Ihort  time,  the  box  containing' 
it,  was  no  longer  to  be  feen.  One  of  his  clergy 
has  hnce  alTured,  that  he  faw  Don  Bernardin  com- 
municate with  it  without  leaving  his  place,  from 
a  perfuafion,  it  is  probable,  that  he  might  on 
this  occafion  difpenfe  with  a  law  of  the  church, 
left  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  keep  his  attendants 
within  the  bounds  of  refpedl  due  to  the  holy  facra- 
ment of  our  altars. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  his  friends  v/rote  to  Tucuman, 
that,  the  moment  he  afcended  his  bark,  ftars  had 
^een  feen  to  dart  from  heaven  towards  the  church  of 
St.  Lucia,  and  from  thence  to  the  epifcopal  palace, 
behind  which  they  difappeared ;  that  the  earth 
fhook ;  that  rocks  had  been  feen  to  fly  to  pieces, 
and  mountains  to  ftrike  againft  each  other ;  that 
the  fun  feemed  to  diftil  blood ;  in  fhort,  that 
amazement  and  terror  had  feized  every  heart. 
But  when  thefe  accounts  were  fent  back  to  the 
Aflumption,  it  was  anfwered,  that  nothing 
like  it  had  been  feen  there ;  that  few  perfons  re- 
gretted 
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gretted  the  bifhop,  fmce  he  carried  away  with  him 
the  Icurce  of  all  that  trouble  and  confafion,  with 
which  the  city  had  been  almoft  perpetually  agitated 
ever  fince  he  made  his  appearance  in  it. 

Don  Eernardin,  however,  now  began  to  be  more 
uneafy  than  he  cared  to  appear,  in  regard  to  the  de- 
feds  in  his  confecration  and  indu{5lion  ;  and  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  he  had  been,  for  fome  time  paft,  taking 
meafures  in  Rome,  to  procure  the  Pope's  dii- 
penfation  with  both.  From  the  9th  of  May,  1645, 
to  the  2d  of  October,  of  the  fame  year,  four  con- 
gregations were  held  upon  this  affair,  and  in  them 
were  produced  letters  from  the  bifhop,  in  which  he 
defired  to  be  abfolved  from,  the  cenlures  he  might 
have  incurred  for  caufmg  himfelf  to  be  confecrated 
without  prefenting  the  Pope's  bulls  ;  for  having 
taken  pcffeirion  of  his  bifhoprick ;  for  having  re- 
ceived the  revenues  of  it ;  for  having  ordained  and 
performed  the  other  epifcopal  fundlions ;  all,  in 
confequence  of  the  opinion  of  feveral  learned  men, 
who  judged  that  his  bulls  had  probably  mifcarried, 
or  had  been  intercepted  by  perfons  who  wifhed 
him  no  good  ;  and  on  the  ftrength  of  a  letter  from 
cardinal  Anthony  Barbarini,  who  gave  him  notice  of 
their  having  been  expedited,  and  treated  him  as 
bifhop.  To  thefe  motives  he  added,  the  prefling 
neceflity  which  the  diocefe  of  the  AlTumption  had 
for  a  bifhop. 

The  Pope  aflifled  at  one  of  thefe  congregations, 
in  which  it  was  ordered,  that  Don  Bernardin's  let- 
ters fhould  be  examined  in  a  new  congregation,  in 
the  prefence  of  his  holinefs,  and  that  the  whole  af- 
fair fhould  be  again  maturely  confidered.  The 
nth  of  July,  1656,  another  congregation  was 
held,  in  which  Cardinal  Cefi  prefented  a  petition 
addrelTed  to  the  Pope,  by  which  the  canons  of  the 
AlTumption,   independent    of  the   defed:s  in   the 

con- 
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confecration  of  Don  Bernardin,  alledged  feveral 
other  grievances  againfl  him.  The  congregation 
named  Cardinal  Albizzi  to  examine  and  report 
them ;  and,  as  Don  Bernardin  had  cited  Cardinal 
Barbarini's  letter,  it  was  anfwered,  that  he  ought  to 
produce  it.  It  appears  that  things  remained  pretty 
much  in  this  fituation  till  the  year  1658,  "when  Don 
Bernardin  was  abfolved  of  his  cenfures,  and  named 
to  another  bifhoprick.  In  the  mean  time,  we  Ihall 
foon  fee  him  appear  again  at  the  AiTumption,  with 
as  much  confidence,  as  if  the  Pope  had  either  de- 
clared he  had  never  incurred  any  cenfures,  or  had 
abfolved  him  from  them. 


End  of  the  Pirji  Volume. 
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